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Anger as Ridley says disqualification mJtiii public interest 







Report dismisses 
$lbn wealth claim 

By Graham Seaijeant and Richard Ford 

The Fayed brothers are to quire action from me." His Hugi Aldous — said: ‘‘The 
be allowed to keep statement was denounced as Fayeds dishonestly misren 
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be allowed to keep 
Harrods, in spite of a 
damning official report 
which says they lied 
persistently to win ap¬ 
proval for their £615m 
takeover of the House of 
Fraser stores group. 

Mohamed and Ali Fayed 
lied repeatedly about their 
family background, their 
early business life and their 
wealth, the Department of 
Trade and Industry report 
said yesterday. 

The inspectors found that 
the brothers were worth only a 
fraction of the SI billion that 
had been portrayed and that 
their claim to come from a 
well-established Egyptian fa¬ 
mily that had been wealthy for 
a hundred years was untrue. 

But Mr Nicholas Ridley, 
Secretary of State for Trade 
and Industry, told an incredu¬ 
lous House of Commons it 
would not be in the public 
interest to disqualify the 
brothers as company direc¬ 
tors. He was jeered by both 
Conservative and Labour 
MPs as he also ruled out 
reference to the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission and 
said: “No other matters re- 
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statement was denounced as 
pathetic by Labour's City 
spokesman Miss Marjorie 
Mowlam, who said: “The 
Commons is astonished 
on an issue as important as 
this, where we are talking 
about fraud on a grand scale, 
you make 8 Statement baing 
less than two minutes.” 

Backbench MPs branded 
the brothers crooks and liars. 




TOURNAMENT 
OF THE MIND 

• Round Three of The 
Times Tournament of 
the Mind will fast your 
knowledge, numeracy 

and logic with questions 
devised and marked by 
Mensa. 

• The Tournament is 
played over 20 rounds, 

with £5,000 and a 
computer to be won. Try 
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• Birmingham — "city of 
the next century"? See 

our special feature, 
beginning on page 36 

• Our four-page Science 
& Technology section, 
beginning on page 39, 

reports on Britain's 
battle of the beaches 
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of worms. But the Fayeds last 
night denounced the accusa¬ 
tions in the report as worthless 
and said the feet that no action 
was being taken against them 
exploded the inspectors* “ex¬ 
treme conclusions”. 

• Sir Edward du Gann, the 
chairman of Lonrho which 
lost the 1985 takeover battle 
for the House of Fraser and 


Fayeds dishonestly misrepre¬ 
sented their orgins, their 
wealth, their business interests 
and their resources to the 
Secretary of State, the Office 
of Fair Trading, the Press, the 
House of Fraser board and' 
shareholders, and their own 
advisers. 

“We uncovered more and 
more cases where the Fayeds 
were plainly telling us lies,” 
the inspectors said. “We re¬ 
ceived evidence from the 
Fayeds. under solemn aff¬ 
irmation and in written 
memoranda, which was fel« 
and which the Fayeds knew to 
be false”. 

Mr Ridley confirmed in the 
Commons that it would be a 
criminal offence under the 
Perjury Act knowingly to 
make felse statements to the 
inspectors; but the Attorney 
General Sir Patrick Maybew, 
had decided no prosecutions 
should be instigated. 

The DPP and the Serious 
Fraud Office said last week 
that there was insufficient 
evidence “to afford a realistic 
prospect of conviction for any 
criminal offence”. 

In the Commons yesterday, 
Mr David Ashby, Conser¬ 
vative MP for Leicestershire, 
North West, said there was a 
deep frustration on the gov¬ 
ernment backbenches “that 
these crooks should get away, 
with it”. Mr Anthony Nelson, 
Conservative MP for Chich¬ 
ester, called Tor the Fayeds to 
lose Harrods. “Make it hurt 
where it does hurt and that is 
ownership of the company.” 
But Mr Ridley said the 
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which has been campaigning provisions in the Company 
against the Fayeds ever since, Directors Disqualification Act 


called for the brothers to be 
disqualified from the Harrods 
board and for the store to lose 
its royal warrants. “I think the 
Fayeds should be forced to 
leave the country,” be said. 

The. report — by the High 
Court judge Sir Henry Brooke, 
QC, and the accountant Mr 
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were not meant as a punish¬ 
ment, but to protect the 
public. There are no public 
shareholders in the company. 

The inspectors were ap¬ 
pointed to investigate the 
Fayeds’ claims about their 
background because Mr Nor¬ 
man Tebbit, Secretary of State 
for Trade and Industry at the 
time of the takeover, relied on' 
assurances as to who they were 
and that they were paying cash 
for Europe's biggest store 
chain with their own funds. 

Partly on the strength of 
those assurances, Mr Tebbit 
decided in an unusually short 
time not to refer their bid to 
the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission, thus ensuring 
that the Fayeds gained control 
of Harrods and that Mr Tiny 
Rowland's Lonrho could noL 

The' inspectors found no 
evidence to explain how the 
Fayeds had sufficient funds, 
but said: “It is likely that they 
used their association with the 
Sultan of Brunet to acquire 
those funds.” 
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Counter attack: Mr Mohamed Fayed slicing up a salami in the Harrods food hall yesterday. 

6 We received evidence which 
the Fayeds knew to be false 9 


The inspectors paid a great 
deal of attention to the 
Fayeds’ personal history be¬ 
cause they said that the por¬ 
trayal of their background in 
the Press had coloured public 
opinion in their favour. 

But the inspectors decided 
they had lied about their 
everything from their age — 
making themselves between 
four and ten years younger — 
to their name, which should 
be Fayed and not, as Mr 
Mohamed Fayed claimed in 
his own case, AJ-Fayed- They 
had claim ed to come from a 


wealthy, established family, 
but were in feet the sons of a 
teacher of “respectable but 
humble origins”. 

The inspectors also believed 
claims (hat Mohamed Fayed 
“perpetrated a very substan¬ 
tial deception on the authori¬ 
ties in Haiti” and absconded 
with more than $100,000 in 
1964. “This is, in our opinion, 
a matter which is relevant for 
the Secretary of State to know 
when he considers what action 
he should take following an 
act of deception of the British 
government by Mohamed 


Fayed’s company on a dif¬ 
ferent but even grander scale.” 

Kleinwort Benson, the Gty 
merchant bank that acted for 
the Fayeds, and Herbeter 
Smith, solicitors in the bid, 
were also criticized for taking 
the Fayeds at face value, 
although the inspectors say 
they acted in good forth. 

The inspectors said that 
since the Fayeds bought 
House of Baser, its manage¬ 
ment had been “law-abiding, 
proper and regular”. 

The Office of Fair Trading 
' Continued on page 24, col 1 


sdp defections I Ministers round on Militant Apology by Browne 


Lord Rennet, one of the SDFs 
most active peers, announced 
last night that he is defecting 
to tlx; Labour Party. Two 
more SDP peers arc preparing 
to follow him. The moves 
come in the wake of Dr 
Owen's disclosure that he 
might leave politics at the next 
general election_Page 2 

Afghan return 

General Shanawnz Tanai, the 
former Afghan Defence Min¬ 
ister linked to the failed 
attempt to overthrow Presi¬ 
dent Nqibullah. was yes¬ 
terday reported to be back in | 
Afghanistan after flying to 
Pakistan • Page 9 
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By Nigel Williamson, Political Staff 


By Philip Webster, Chief Political Correspondent 


The Government yesterday 
blamed extreme left-wingers 
for the violence that has' 
marked town-hall protests 
against the poll tax as it 
gratefiilly grasped the oppor¬ 
tunity to deflect attention 
from its own difficulties. 

Downing Street let it be 
known that the Prime Min¬ 
ister fully accepted the right to 
peaceful protest but deplored 
the violence and the burden it 
was placing on the police. 

Mrs Margaret Thatcher is 
scheduled to visit Scotland 
tomorrow and is almost cer¬ 
tain to be met by demonstra- 


The Times reveals today that 
13 of the 17 regional or¬ 
ganizers of the AS-Brttain Anti- 
Poll Tax Federation are 
Militant Tendency supporters 
and that other revolutionary 
parties have been involved in 
poM tax violence-Page 5 

Leading article .~ ~.15 
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tions organized by the Scottish 
Anti-Poll Tax Federation. 

The Scots body is led by Mr 
Tommy Sheridan, a self-con¬ 
fessed Militant supporter who 


has been expelled from the 
Labour Party. 

Mr Kenneth Baker, the 
Conservative Party chairman, 
wrote to Mr Neil Kinnock, the 
Labour leader, calling on him 
to take action against Labour 
MPs who are backing the 
Anti-Poll Tax Federation, 
which is co-ordinating the 
protests and which he 
described as a front for the 
Militant Tendency. Militant 
was orchestrating “scenes of 
violence and intimidation”. 

Mr Baker said that by 
backing the federation 

Continued on page 24, col 2 


Mr John Browne yesterday 
made a full apology to the 
House of Commons for foiling 
to declare all his outside 
financial interests. 

He told MPs as they dis¬ 
cussed his punishment that he 
was “truly sorry” for his 
mistakes, for the misery he 
had caused his family and the 
embarrassment brought to the 
House and his constituency. 
He said he had misunderstood 
the rules on disclosure. 

Mr Browne was the first 
speaker in a solemn debate 
and was heard in silence. 

Sir Geoffrey Howe, the 
Leader of the Commons, pro¬ 


posed a four-week suspension 
from the House for Mr 
Browne, saying that his “acts 
and omissions” did not match 
his responsibilities as an MP. 

“One of those responsibil¬ 
ities,” he said, “is to ensure 
that any personal financial or 
other interest is so managed 
and disclosed that it never is 
in conflict or is perceived to be 
in conflict with the fun¬ 
damental obligations and 
responsMites of an MP. 

“It is in my opinion clear... 
that Mr Browne did not 
succeed in fulfilling that 
obligation.” 

Parliament, page 12 


Patten tries to deflect North Sea pollution storm 
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.Mr Patten: Under fire at The 
Hague conference yesterday. 


From Michael McCarthy 
Environment Correspondent 
The Hague 

An unprecedent barrage of-interuational 
environmental criticism descended on 
Britain yesterday at the Third North Sea 
Conference at The Hague. 

Norway, Sweden and Denmark led 
the way by formally demanding of Mr 
Chris Patten, Secretary of State for the 
Enviroment, that the sea dumping of 
industrial wastes and sewage sludge, 
which Britain alone continues, be halted 
immediately, and that plans for a new 
nuclear waste reprocessing plant at 
Dounrcay in Scotland be cancelled, 
Ireland, present at the conference as 
an observer, followed by calling for the 
closure of the giant nudear reprocessing 


plant at Sellafield in Cumbria, while 
other states, including West Germany, 
added obliquely to criticism of Britain’s 
environmental record. 

Speaking of the phasing out of sewage- 
sludge dumping by 1998, and the 
Government's earlier announcement 
that industrial waste dumping will be 
phased out by 1992-93. Mr Patten said: 
“We have pul forward an important 
series of measures for further enhancing 
the quality of the North Sea.” The real 
reason for the North Sea's problems was 
river-borne pollutants from continental 
Europe. “I hope when we next meet at a 
North Sea conference all the other 
member states are able to point to river 
quality as high as that In the United 
Kingdom,” he said. 

Mr Patten said of the call by Mr 


Padraig Flynn, the Irish Enviroment 
Minister, for foe closure of Sellafield, 
that in two previous formal meetings it 
was “foe first time I ha ve ever beard him 
mention SeUafiekT. Discharges at foe 
plant had been reduced by 90 per cent 
over the past 10 years and present 
investment envisaged a further 90 per 
cent reduction of remaining waste. 

Mr Patten said Dounreay would be- 
considered as a possible candidate for 
the European fost-breeder reactor pro¬ 
gramme. “But there won’t be a decision 
on that for another five or six years,” he 
said “If and I suggest it is quite a 
substantial if; Dounreay were to be 
chosen it would need to go through all 
the tightest sort of planning controls and 
we would obviously want to consult our 
colleagues very closely indeed.” 
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The Department of Trade and Industry inspectors 
presented a catalogue of “overwhelming” lies told by 
the Fayeds before and after the bid for the retail chain 
(Angela Mackay writes). 

The report said the brothers had “dishonestly 
misrepresented” their origins, their wealth, their 
business interests and their resources to the Secretary 
of State, the Office of Fair Trading, tbe press, the 
House of Fraser board and the company's sharehold¬ 
ers and their own advisers. 

The inspectors said the manner and demeanour of 
both Mohamed and Ali Fayed made them reluctant to 
believe anything they said unless it was reliably 
corroborated by independent evidence. 

The inspectors said: 

O The brothers supplied birth certificates which were 
false and which the Fayeds knew to be false; 

• That they had come from “respectable but humble 
origins and are the sons of teachers” and not as they 
said members of an old established Egyptian family 
who had bran shipowners, landowners and indus¬ 
trialists for more than 100 years; 

• They altered their names from Fayed to A1 Fayed; 

• Their claim to have had British nannies was untrue; 

O The brothers did not buy the yacht Dodi — which 
they said had been in the family — until the 1960s; 

• That the relationship with the Sultan of Brunei did 
not stem from their fathers being friends — they had 
□ever met — but was relatively recent; 

• They rejected the brothers’ claim that they left 
Egypt in 1962 with £20 million; 

• The brothers had not had a fleet of ships in pre- 
Nasser times which had survived nationalization. 
They owned only two 1,600-ton cargo femes and 14 
vessels recently bought in Dubai; 

• That they inflated the income from banking, 
construction, luxury hotels, oil and property 
businesses; 

• That the £50.5 million and S330 million deposited 
with Royal Bank of Scotland were not from the 
dissolution of a secret oil trading syndicate and that 
the money was not beneficially owned by them; 

• They misled the regulatory authorities at the time 
of the bid for the House of Fraser by telling them they 
had a net worth olf SUS1 billion; and 

• That Mohamed deceived the government and 
people of the Carribean island of Haiti and deprived 
them of SUS100,000; 

House of Fraser said the the DTI investigation went 
“off the rails” and the report had little to do with the 
affairs of House of Fraser. The brothers said the 
extreme conclusions about their background and the 
sources of wealth were “exploded” by inquiries by the 
Serious Fraud Office and the Director of Public 
Prosecutions. 

Mr Michael Cole, media direetbr, said the money to 
buy House of Fraser was from the Fayeds’ own 
resources. He did not refute individually any other 
statements by the DTI inspectors. 

“OA no... not mother 
whine and cheese party.. 

urn 

I hink Global!'* said the Chief Executive. 

“But always remember the local market!” warned the 
Marketing Director. 

"More volume, more quality customers!” demanded the 
Sales Director. 

The fighting talk had left us shell-shocked, and worse 
was to come ...the conference cocktail party. 

Oh no... not another whine and cheese party I thought, 
more shop, more work 



I couldn't have been more wrong, because we were 
in Jersey. The chap who organised the conference was bom 
here, and he’d arranged a wine tasting for us at La Mare, the 
island's vineyard. 

Beautiful spot, deep in the country, we forgot all about 
business -just what we needed. Strolling around the 
vineyard was like being back in Bordeaux. 

Jersey's like that.. .you could be m Britain one minute, 
France the next 

There is talk of coming back next year and having the 
party in a medieval castle. 

Perfect for the onslaught I thought ... 

Jersey 

A break, with convention 

Send for details to: Conference Director, 

Jersey Conference Bureau, Weighbridge, St Heher, Jersey, Cl Tel 0534 78000. 
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Gadaffi men ‘investigating loans allegations’ 


of stolen paintings 

The Ulster Volunteer Force, the Protestant paramilitary 
orgaaaatioa, ha$ been trying to raise finds in Turkey by 
offering paintings valued at £100 million which were stolen 
" sm the Sir Alfred Beit collection four years ago (Edward 
Gorman and Sarah Jane CheckJand write). 

The 17 paintings, including works by Goya, Velazquez 
and Vermeer, were tafcm from the home in Co Wicklow of 
the octogenarian South African bfflionnare during a night 
raid in 1986. 

“The Letter Writer,'’ by Gabriel Metsu, the 17th-century 
Dutch artist, was recovered by the police in Turkey last 
week. Six other works were recovered previously. 

Four people from Co Armagh, Northern Irel a nd, are 
believed to have been acting as intermediaries for a 
prominent Dublin criminal figure who planned the original 
theft of the pawning * in 1986. 

The Irish Times, quoting sources in the Irish police and 
the Royal Ulster Constabulary, said yesterday that the 
Dublin man still had “control" over the paintings. 

The newspaper said it was thought all but one of the 
paintings may still be in Ireland. 

Sources said it appeared foal the Metsu was the only 
parting fr o m the collection to be taken to Turkey. The rest 
were believed to be soil in Dublin. 

£2.5bn tourist gap 

The tourism trade gap grew 20 per cent wider last year in 
Spite of a healthy increase in overseas visitors to Britain 
(Shona Crawford Poole writes). 

The deficit on the travel acco un t of the balance of 
payments increased to £25 billion in 1989 from £2 billion 
foe year before. The w o rs eni ng trend was “a concern," Lord 
Strathclyde, Minister for Tourism, said last night, but he 
dismissed foe possibility of travel or currency restrictions. 
There was a 9 percent rise in overseas visitors to Britain, to 
17,200,000. 

Prison officer’s win 

Prison officers celebrated yesterday what they saw as a 
important restoration ofbaigaming power after the Court of 
Appeal ruled that a prison officer was wrongfully suspended 
during a dispute (Quentin Cowdry writes). The court 
decided that the Prison Department’s suspension of Mrs 
Rebecca Attard without pay from Holloway prison, north 
London, was unlawful. In a separate appeal a suspended ; 
Wandsworth prison officer was told he could continue to 
seek legal redress. 

Defence chief named 

General Sir Richard Vincent, who headed a senior British 
military delegation to the Soviet Union last year, has been 
appointed the next Chief of the Defence Staff Sir Richard, 
aged 58, who is vicc-chief of the defence staflj will take over 
in a year’s time. He will replace Sir David Oirig, Marshal of 
the Royal Air Force, who will have held the job for over two 
years try the time he retires at the age of 61. 

Drug case judge freed 

A Pakistani judge jailed for 10 years by Guildford Crown 
Court in 1988 for heroin t rafficking had his conviction 
quashed and sentence set aside by the Conn of Appeal 
yesterday. Syed Iqbal, a civil judge from Lahore, detained at 
Heathrow airport in August 1987 with nearly three ltilos of 
the drug, had claimed that heroin had been placed in his 
luggage without his knowledge by “an enemy”. The appeal 
court said his conviction was unsafe and unsatisfactory. 

Car bomb false alarm 

Bomb disposal experts who examined a Royal Navy offio- 
er*s car after he reported what be thought was an explosives 
booby-trap said yesterday it had been a false alarm (Paul 
Wilkinson writes). A maLRinction in the engine had caused a 
loud backfire when he attempted to drive it from its paridng 
place on a street in York on Monday night. North Yorkshire 
Police said They praised the officer, based at RAF Linton- 
on-Ouse, for his “prompt action" in raising the alert 


The Libyan who daims to have 
arranged the payment of £163,000to 
the National Union of Mineworkers 
has said that Colonel Gadaffi has 
sent a team of investigators to 
Britain. 

Mr Ahaf Abbasi informed his 
controllers of reports afleging that 
Libyan money intended for miners 
suffering hardship had also been 
used to pay off personal loans by 
NUM officials. 

He told the Daily Mirror ihat he 
was immediately ordered bade to 
Tripoli on a Libyan Airlines flight, 
delayed to give him time to caxch it 

Mr Abbasi says that he and Mr 
Roger Windsor, former chief exec¬ 
utive of the' NUM, met Mr Salim 
Ibrahim, Colonel GadaflTs pay¬ 
master in Paris, and asked for £2 
million. He then made three trips to 
Tripoli to fetch cash “in sterling £20 
notes”. 

Mr Abbasi said: “There were 
three payments I handed over at 


three differen t {daces. T wanted an 
independentwitness each time;” 

The money was collected in 
Tripoli from a “Mr Bashir”, leader 
of foe Libyan union movement, and 
reported to be one of Colonel 
GadaflTs top intelligence men. Mr 
Abbasi used foe codename, “Doc¬ 
tor” and referred to Mr ScarpA as 
the “Patient". 

Mr Abbasi, aged 44, was bom in 
Pakistan and became the highly- 
regarded European representative of 
the Libyan-backed group AI Zulfikar 
(The Sword). He was awarded 
Colonel Gadaffi 1 * prized Medal of 
Great Awakening. Al Zulfikar was 
behind the hijacking of a Pakistan 
airliner nine years ago, when Mr 
Abbasi was serving a 25-year sen¬ 
tence in Pakistan for su p posedly 
{dotting with Libyan diplomats to 
blow up a mosque. He was freed in a 
hostage exchange and moved to 
Doncaster, North Yorkshire, where 
he had a grocery shop, which be 
rardy visited. “He txavds a lot,” an 
assistant said. 


Mr Windsor, aged 45, has given did. I wouldn't say it wasanhonour 
the Daily Minor details of foe foatwss bestowed on me. I felt that j 
Libyan transactions, which, be al- had pnlled foe short straw, but 1 
leges, involved himself, Mr Arthur agreed to go. 


Saugfli, the NUM president, and 
Mr Peter Heathfidd, general sec¬ 
retary, and payment of personal 
debts. 

Mr Windsor, who says be and his 
family fear Libyan reprisals, claims 
to have been sent to Tripoli by Mr 
ScazgQl in October 1984 to beg for 
ra»*h from Colonel Gadaffi and to 
have later collected £163,000 from 
Mr Abbasi at addresses in York¬ 
shire. Initially, be says, he took it to 
his Sheffield home and “what we 
couldn't, keep in my briefcase we 
stuffed into biscuit tins and boxes on 
foe top shelf of the larder. ScaxgtII 
knew each time I went to jack the 
money up.” 

OS the trip to Libya, Mr Windsor 
says: “i was swept along by events. 
Arthur told me, This is foe greatest 
contribution yon can make to foe 
miners* strike*. He assured me he 
would stand by me in everything I 


“Now my feelings are of bitter 
disappointment — how Arthur tried 
to distance himself from me when 
things started going wrong.** 

On television last Monday night. 
Mr Windsor claimed that Mr 
Scargill met Mr Abbasi at the 
Windsors* home in Sheffield Mr 
ScaigiH has said he met Mr Abbasi 
by chance at foe Windsors? home 
when be visited it with his wife after 
a Nottinghamshire miners* meeting. 

Mr Scargill said “I found Mr 
Abbasi was in Mr Windsor's home. I 
certainly did not arrange to meet 
Him there and did not have any 
discussion with him when I was 
there." 

He said he first mei Mr Abbasi m 

1984 when they were introduced by 
Mr Windsor at a conference: The 
two met again in Paris in October of 

that year. The only other times they 
had met were at a Labour Party 


conference in Bournemouth and the 
occasion at Mr Windsor's home: 

Mr ScatgiU has vehemently de¬ 
nied using £25.000 of Libyan money 
to repay a mortgage and Mr 
Hcafofieid las denied getting 
£17,000 for home improvements. 
Mr Windsor says be received 
£29,500 of foe Libyan money to pay 
off a bridging loan and that he now 
wants to pay it to Libya or the 
miners* solidarity fond. 

Mr ScatgiU denies all knowledge 
of any Libyan money reaching the 
NUM and describes foe allegations 
against him as “character 
assassination” 

Referring to the feelings of NUM 

members, be said: "The fen is that 

at the end of foe day aD I can do is to 
base my record clearly in front of the 
membership and say I have never 
toW you a lie, I have always vM you 
the truth, and at the end of the day I 
am quite convinced that they win 
believe me because my record 
proves beyond a shadow ofa doubt 
that I have never let them down." 
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SDP facing 
break-up 
threat as 
peers defect 

By Shcata Gmm, Political Reporter 


Apollo ascends heavenwards, 


Fresh signs emerged last night 
of the break-up of the Social 
Democratic Party at West¬ 
minster in the wake of Dr 
David Owen's disclosure that 
he might leave politics at the 
next general election. 

Lord Rennet, one of foe 
SDFs most active peers, an¬ 
nounced that he is defecting to 
the Labour Party. 

Two more SDP peers are 
preparing to follow him and 
are expected to disclose their 
plans at the party’s weekly 
meeting later today. 

The departure of Lord 
Rennet, a Labour Party mem¬ 
ber from 1956 to 1981, is a 
significant blow to the pasty as 
he is foe foreign affairs and 
defence spokesman in the 
upper House, and served as a 
junior Labour minister in the 
Wilson administration and 
; later as an MEP. 

The defection of foree peers 
in one week would leave the 
SDP with only 19 peers and 
three MPs. 

In addition four SDP perns 
have left the party since last 
summer, with Lord Young of 
Dartisgton, a leading sociolo¬ 
gist, rejoining the Labour 
peers last summer; Lord Flow¬ 
ers, foe distinguished scientist 
and academic, switching to 


the independent cross- 
benches; and Lord Hanworth, 
a barrister and engineer, mov¬ 
ing to the Liberal Democrats. 

Lord Kennet said last night: 
“It always seemed possible 
that thi* formation of SDP 
would cause the Labour Party 
to return to its true nature, 
which is that of a social 
democratic party of the Euro¬ 
pean mafroar^am 

“At last year’s Labour con¬ 
ference it was dear that this 
was well on the way; only foe 
disarmament policy was still a 
bit imprecise but that has now 
been overtaken by. the great 
possibilities that have opened 
up throughout Europe.” 

He predicted that Labour 
would soon advocate a reform 
to proportional 

re p re se n tation. 

“A Conservative Party that 
has allowed foe present Prime 
Minister to damage Britain to 
the extent we now see has to 
be opposed in the most eff¬ 
ective way possible” 

Dr Owen said he “regret¬ 
ted” Lord Rennet’s decision, 
but recognized an zndrvidnars 
right to belong to the political 
party of his choice. 

Lady Stedman, leader of the 
SDP peers, said: “Weaze sozzy 
to see him go..” 
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___ achieved via laser scan, of “Apollo Surrounded by the Muses”, a 19ft 17th-century moral, b fitted; 

place at Queens House Maritime Museum in Greenwich, home of the original before itwas removed to Marlborough Haase. 


Birmingham pnb bombings 

Six say they ‘want troth to be told’ 
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By Quentin Cowdry, Home Affairs Correspondent 


UNLESS THE TRUCKS GET 
THROUGH, THIS IS THE END 


Of THE ROAD IN ETHIOPIA. 





The six men saving life 
sentences for foe 1974 Birm¬ 
ingham public bouse bomb¬ 
ings have made it dear they 
are not interested in parole 
and will only leave prison if 
their convictions are quashed. 

Their decision was an¬ 
nounced yesterday by two of 
the men in an interview on 
BBC Radio 4, which some 
Conservative MPs said was an 
insult to the 21 people who 
died and 162 injured in the 
atrocity. 

Interviewed in Long Lartin 
prison near Evesham, Here¬ 
ford and Worcester, Johnny 
Walker and Hugh Callaghan 
' said they and foe four others 
convicted for the bombings 
were determined ffiefr-“inno¬ 
cence" should be officially 
recognized. In the first state¬ 


ment publicly broadcast by 
one of the six since they were 
jailed in 1975, Walker said 
“We will not leave prison 
until the truth Is tola. We 
don't want parole, we want no 
pats on the back. We just want 
the truth so we can go home to 
our wives and families.” 

Walker, aged 55, whose 
comments come at a time 
when foe Home Office is 
feeing intense pressure to 
reopen foe cases erf 1 the six, 
said he was confident that they 
would be exonerated. 

The Home Office said that 
although journalists were 
allowed to interview con¬ 
victed inmates from time to 
time, it felt foe broadcast 
breached a convention that 
such interviews should hot 
allow inmates to common 


directly on foe circumstances 
surrounding their convictions. 
The BBC said it had received 
just two complaints from lis¬ 
teners about the interview. 

• Three suspected IRA terror¬ 
ists alleged to have been 
behind attacks against British 
military personnel on the 
Continent came a step closer 
yesterday to extradition from 
Fiance for trial in West Ger¬ 
many (Philip Jacobson writes 
from Paris). 

After a brief hearing in 
Paris, the court of appeal 
cleared foe way for the two 
men anda woman arrested in 
foe Moselle region on Bastille 
Day last year to become the 
first people to be handed over 
by the French government 
under foe Convention on 
Terrorism, which France rati¬ 


fied less titan a year ago. The 
court ruled that Mir Patrick 
Murray, aged 45, Mr Donagb 
O’Kane, aged 29, and Miss 
Pauline Drums, aged 23, 
should not be re-extradited to' 
Britain by West Germany 
without France’s approval. 

It is now up to the French 
government to make the final 
decision whether to comply 
with Bonn's request 

The West German federal 
court of justice has accused all 
three of “murder, attempted 
murder, causing explosions.' 
firearms offences and conspir¬ 
acy with other law-breakers" 
The West German authorities 
have made it dear that all the 
alleged offences are connected 
with the activities of an IRA 
unit operating against British. 
targets in Rhine army bases. 


Sotheby’s ex-chairman linked to silver 



Ones again northern Ethiopia la lathe grip* ofa major 
famine Wat, drought and reaching crop taUo/a havo already 
taken their toK 

Caaoa of aortooa mahmtrltfom aod atamtloa arm MBattog 
statistic* at ae alarming rata. 

Only this time tv$ act Joat lack of food tkatadohulag Beat, 
tta lack of transport 

And lack of compassion from those who are atiB attacking 
food conmyaootho tow tracks that arm the only link between 
the food depot* and the atoning. 

Until agreements Can be made mV have to tmly oo the 
tact; that tbo more troche m* pot on the road, the more tracks 
wih gat through to wave the Oving. 

Bvt we moat not w*at* time. They desperately meed your 

support qsx,. 

Wo urgently need to $ee hundreda of trucks covering the 

ground la Ethiopia. 

Not hundreds of thousands ot dying people. 


My domtioato Ethiopia la □ < £il)0 {j£SO \^£2S □ nc 
°*“ £ -— Chance Q 
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By Sarah Jane Checkland 
Art Market Correspondent 

Sotheby’s is investigating claims that the 
late Mr Peter Wilson, its chairman in the 
early 1980s, owned items from the Seuso 
Roman silver hoard and that he was the 
mystery “Third man" who sold them to 
Lord Northampton. 

IBs involvement could, it is claimed, 
mean Sotheby’s breached foe code of 
practice under which the fine art trade 
operates. Claims of Mr Wilson's connec¬ 
tion have embarrassed foe auction 
house, which is already under fire for its 
role in selling the £40 milli on treasure. 

Sotheby’s New York initially denied 
Mr Wilson had owned part of the 14- 
piece collection but last night a 
spokesman said the auction house had to 
make farther inquiries. 

“If Sotheby’s were connected with the ' 
original owners they have breached the 
Code of Practise for foe Control of 
International Trading in Works of Art,** 
one auctioneer 


when Sotheby’s announced its plan to 
sell the collection, there has been intense 
speculation as to its origin and whether it 
has been exported legally. 

Mr Charles, Alisopp, chairman of 
Christie's, said: “The world confuses 
Christie's with Sotheby’s and other 
auction houses, and something like this 
does all of ns no good." 

The code, signed by both auction 
houses as well as the British Antique 
Dealers Association in 1984, gives an 
undertaking by signatories not to import, 
export or transfer the ownership of 
objects which may have been “acquired 
dishonestly or illegally from an official 
excavation site or monument or origi¬ 
nated from an illegal, clandestine or 
otherwise unofficial site”. 

Although foe code was established 
after Lord Northampton's purchase, 
there were unconfirmed fears yesterday 
that Sotheby’s may have known of Mr 
Wilson's involvement and that accord- 


agreement that member co u ntries do not 
trade in smuggled goods and its own 
code of practise. 

So far Sotheby’s will confirm only that 
Mr Wilson authenticated the silver in a 
written report. There was niw specula-’ 
tion as to where the other 16 pieces of the 
hoard are situated, after the di$ck»ore: 
that Lord Northampton’s consignment! 
was probably only half of the original 1 
collection. ' * 

One source said they were being kept- 
in a bank vault in Zurich where the! 
Northampton salver was once stored.! 
Others believe foe pieces have been; 
distributed to private collectors ur 
Europe. 

The Lebanese Embassy in Washington 
is gathering evidence to support that 
country’s claim to foe silver, however 
there are strong indications that the 
silver was initially found in Yugoslavia. 

There was also a strong feeling that 
adverse publicity may have damaged the 


EC threat to organic farms 

By Michael Hornsby, Agriculture Correspondent 


The future of organic ftnufag 
is threatened for draft Euro¬ 
pean Community legislation 
that could lead to consumers 
paying high prices for food in 

the mistaken belief that it was 
free of chemicals, it was 
claimed yesterday. 

In an unusual show of unity, 
the Government, organs 
growers and conventional 
formers condemned foe Brus¬ 
sels draft on tlw ground that it 
would set lax standards for 
organic produce. There is 


particular concern about a 
danse allowing food to be 
labelled “organic” if it' was 
sold only 12 months after the 
last application, of manufrte- 
tnred fertilizer to foe land. 

“In onr view this would open 
the way for potential fraud and 
undermine all the hard work 
we have done to get high 
standards accepted,” Mr Pat¬ 
rick Holden, director of the 
British Organic Farmers’ and. 
Organic Growers* Associ¬ 
ation, said. “It could «wa«» 


that yon could apply fertilizer 
at the end of the summer, sow 
a winter wheat crop in October 
and harvest it the follow^ 
August and sell the resulting 
product as organic.” 

Under the UK Register of 
Organic Food Standards, in¬ 
troduced last year, a crop can 
be labelled organic only |f ft fs 
sown at least two years after 
tiie last application of chemi¬ 
cals to the land, which means 
that three years elapse before 
ft is harvested and sold. 


The community charge for rite 
London Borough of Barnet is 
£338, not £390 as stated on 
March 3. Bamef is 7 per cent, 
above foe figure avowed by, 
the Department of' fo? 
Environment, not 54 per cent 
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Excessive drinking 
costs businesses 


Ml 
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HOME NEWS 


Up to 14 minion working days 
are lost each year because of 
excessive or “inappropriate” 
drinlang, at a cost to industry 
ofan estimated £800 minion, 
it was claimed yesterday. 

The figures were produced 
at the launch of a government- 
supported campaign fay the 
charily Alcohol Concern to 
persuade companies that alco¬ 
hol misuse is an industrial as 
well as a social problem, and 

to adopt policies to combat it 

Mr Ossie O'Brien, director 
of Alcohol Concern's work¬ 
place advisory service, said 
precise figures were atmivw 
impossible to obtain but that 
the problem was more wide¬ 
spread than was generally 
supposed. 

“We should like to see more 


By John Young 

organizations adopt alcohol 
policies which would generally 
encourage safe and sensible 
drinkin g habits, while also 
identifying employees with 
drinking problems at an eariy 
stage and offering them guid¬ 
ance to seek a pp ropri a te 
he*p,” he said. 

The campaign was launched 
offitiaiTby Mr 15 
NkhoDs, Under-Secretary of 
State for Employment, who 
announced an ' initial govern¬ 
ment grant of £100,0007 
Tim Confederation of Brit¬ 
ish Industry, the TUCand the 
Institute of Personnel 
Management have also de¬ 
clared their support 
The campaign or ganiz ers 
have identified a number of 
occupations which appear to 


Vulnerable occupations - Hver cirrhosis mortality 
amongst British males (1979-80,1982-83) 


A v erina occupation __ _ 

n.ihili—— — ■ 

rUPMCIIII . .. . _. 

Seamen_;_ ' . _ 

Barmen -- 

ManagerKhoteis/clubs, entertainment A sports . 
Dack: engineering & racBo officer* & pilots, ship 

Electrical engineer* (ao described)_ 

.Officers (ships and abcnrfQ, ah traffic pfanuei* 

• and controllers_ ■ __ 

Office**, UK armed forces___ 

Catering supervisors__ 


Bus conductors 
Ctiefa/cooka__ 


Aufhor s /Wi tt ersfloumaSsts 

O ener al labo u rer s _ 

Drivers’ mates--- 


ZfiZ-TXi 


Garage proprietors 
Oergjr/mintetersof 


Mecficai and dentm practitioners 
ffatse adminlEBtors. nureea^M 


cany considerable risks of ex- 
ccssnreand hamrfhl ririnlrrog 

Among themost frequently 
suggested reasons for exces¬ 
sive drinking are st rains and 
stresses, danger, respon¬ 
sibility, lack of job security 
and boredom, freedom from 
supervision* the availability of 
alcohol at woric and social 
pressures to drink at work. 

Contrary to popular belief 
most people with drinking 
problems have full-time jobs 
and can be found at every 
level from the shqpfloor to life 
boardroom. 

The results can be measured 
in figures far accidents and 
absences because of sickness, 
as wen as in reduced eff¬ 
iciency, poor decision making 
and lost productivity. - 

Often, signs that an era- 
pfoyee has a drink problem are 
overlooked. Among them are 
patterns of absence around 
weekends; the frequency and 
taring of accidents; tare re¬ 
turns to work fiom tench; 
unpredictable mood changes; 
instability and unreliability; 
depression; fluctuating wont 
performance; and poor co¬ 
operation with colleagues. 

As alcohol policy means 
problems at work should be 
seen as a health matter tether 
than an cause for 

dismissal or disciplinary ac¬ 
tion. 

Aims of the policy should be 
to promote the health and 
wellbeing of employees. . 

It should also encourage 
safe .and sensible drinking 
habits; to identify employees 
with possible problems at an 
eary stage and encourage them 
to seek help; and to offer the 
opportunity of medical hdp. 



Owl jug to 
return 
to Stoke 

By Sarah Jane ChecUand 

Art Market Correspondent 

- - .i 

A jug shaped in the form ofa 
plump, perching owl, discov¬ 
ered recently on the BBC tele¬ 
vision programme Antiques 
Road Show, will return to its 
place of origin at a ceramics, 
museum at Stoke-on-Trent, 
Staffordshire, after its sale for 
£20,900 at Phillips -yester¬ 
day. 

Mr Alistair Sampson, a 
London dealer, bid cm the 
museum’s behalf to end a long 
quest for the eccentric piece of 
18th-century Staffordshire 
pottery. The museum had 
previously owned only a head¬ 
less owL 

Curators failed last year to 
raise enough funds to bay a 
similar owl at Sotheby's. 

The purchase, within es¬ 
timate, was aided by funds 
fiom the National Art-Collec¬ 
tions Fund and the Victoria 
and Albert Museum. 

The owl, bought fiom a 
Bir mingham antiques shop 
fora few pounds in the 1930s, 
had spent the past few decades 
as a flower pot until Mr Henry 
Sandon, the ceramics special¬ 
ist, spotted it during filming of 
the television programme. 

Spain hopes to break the 
world record for the Cubist 
artist Juan Gris on March 22. 

A collage painting of a violin, 
dated October 1914, is esti¬ 
mated at 380 million pesetas 
(£2.5 millioa). 

The auction by Edmund 
fed and Asocfados also 
includes an important work 
by Joaquin SoroQa y Bastida, 
estimated at £500,000. 


Jail chief tells of 
car bomb escape 

By Edward Gorman, Irish Affairs Correspondent 


A prison governor told a 
Belfast court yesterday that he 
had stopped and parked his 
car three times while on a 
shopping trip with his wife 
before realizing that a bomb 
was attached to its underskte. 

Mr Thomas Murtagh, who 
was governor of a centre for 
young offenders near Belfast, 
said a friend of his wife had 
told him in a supermarket that 
ste thought she had heard a 
radio report suggesting that 
his car may have been booby 
trapped. He dismissed the 
warning, assuming rite had 
mistaken his name for that of 
a colleague. 

Mr Murtagh was giving 
evidence at Belfast Crown 
Court on the second day of the 
trial' of Christopher John 
Hanna, aged 45, a former 
prison officer in the H Blocks 
of the Maze prison, who 
denies 11 charges; including 
aiding and abetting the mur¬ 
der of a fellow prison officer, 
and the attempted murder of 
Mr Murtagh. 

Mr Hanna, of MagheragaH, 
near Lisburn, Co Antrim, is al¬ 
leged to have collected infor¬ 


mation on his colleagues and 
passed it on to the IRA know¬ 
ing it would be used in an 
attempt to kill them. He-also 
feces charges in connection 
with a planned escape fiom 
the Maze by republican pris¬ 
oners last July. . « 

Mr Murtagh normally 
drove an armoured Austin 
Maestro, owned by the North¬ 
ern Ireland police authority, 
but for tbeir shopping trip on 
October 5, 1988, he and his 
wife had used her Honda 
Accord. 

They had stopped at three 
different locations on their 
shopping trip, finaHy parking 
the car outside a supermarket. 

It was only half an hour 
after he bad dismissed the 
woman’s wanting that' Mr 
Murtagh noticed a box at¬ 
tached to the underside of the 
car on the driver’s side. 

Earlier, the court was told 
that the bomb contained a 
quantity of Semtex high explo¬ 
sive, designed to detonate 
when mercury in a tih switch 
moved with the motion of the 
car. 

The trial continues today. 


Ex-Army captain 
denies double rape 


PORTFOLIO 


There were no winners In 
yesterday’s £2,000 Portfolio 
Platimu competition, so to¬ 
day's prize money is doubled 
*P to £4,000. 


A woman told a court yes¬ 
terday that she was raped 
twice by a former ca p t ain in 
the Royal Artillery after being 
told be would behave “like a 
gentleman”. 

The woman told the Central 
Criminal Court that after din- 
nerat his home, he had carried 
her struggling and screaming 
on his shoulders into his bed¬ 
room, where the attack alleg¬ 
edly took place. 

“I was crying, frightened 
and upset He kept looking at 
me as if I wasn’t really there. 
There was no emotion on his 
face whatsoever," she said. 

Oliver Rudd, aged 26, of 


Enfield, north London, who 
retired from the Army last 
year, has pleaded not guilty. 

The woman, a personal ass¬ 
istant, also aged 26, said she 
had accepted a dinner invita¬ 
tion with Mr Rudd after being 
assured by a former boy friend 
who knew him that he was “a 
gentleman and it would be 
perfectly safe”. 

Mr Bernard Phdvin, for the 
prosecution, said that after his 
arrest Mr Rudd had denied 
the allegations. He had told 
the police she was an “active 
and willing participant” in all 
that had happened. 

The case continues today. 


Hovercraft windfall for widow 


NfckNnttaU 




Aa elderly widow whose lura- 
. hand.phjed a key role fa the 
develo pme nt of the hovercr aft 
is to note * wfadfrfl after u 
historic tea! battle fa the 
United States patent courts. 

Mrs Margaret Bliss, an aid 
"“riser in Africa and beBeved 
to be in her fete sixties, is to 
*«cete a “generous” ex gratia 
Payment Eras foe British 
Technology Gmap (BTG), foe 
toner National Research 
Dev el op men t Corporation, 
which, fa 1959, hacked foe 
hovercraft scheme. 

hwot iM o mprd y ester da y 
that the US Defence Depart¬ 
ment has ag ree d to pay $6.1 
miHtea (0.7 nflfiea) to BTG* 
«Wdtery, Hovercraft Der* 
t fe pm et Ltd, to settle itsg- 
standtag patent theft dabm 


The undisclosed smn for Mrs 
Bliss, a librarian with Vol¬ 
untary Service Overseas, is to 
recognize foe “s i g n ifi c an t" 
contriLitkm that her late hus¬ 
band, Mr Denis BEss, made to 
foe project, BTG said. 

He was one of more titan 
200 engineers working in the 
early 1960s at Hythe, Hamp¬ 
shire, to commercialize the 
craft, and he came up with the 
crucial design of its seg¬ 
mented, pressurized skirt. 

Yesterday, the craft’s In¬ 
ventor, Sir Christopher 
CbckereEL aged 79, said that 
Mr Bliss’s cont ri bution was 
second only to his own. 

Without the segmented 
skirt, the craft would have 
been able to hover, hot unable 

togo over wares and recks, Mr 

Maurice Martin, engineering 
director at BTG* -rid. 

The 20-year wrangle with 


foe P en tagon centred on skirt 

technology to —ninny hover* 
craft. The Pentagon chimed 
that muter a 1953 technology 
exchange treaty between Brit¬ 
ain ami the US, inteUectnal 
property rights did not apply 
to foe skirt. 

In what is described as an 
intense legal poker game 
againsta "rery powerfid oppo¬ 
nent with a limitless pocket” 
BTG took the US Government 
to court in 1985. 

Mr John Morton, BIG’S 
company secretary, said; 
“They tried to string things 
out and hoped we would cither 
go away or be paid off with a 
few dollars-” 

The US Government settle¬ 
ment, announced on Tuesday 
after the courts backed BTG, 
means that the craft has, more 
than 30 years after its inven¬ 
tion, made a modest profit 
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The coronation of Gerage VI in 1937 recalled in the hand of his daughter, the young Princess Elizabeth, who “thought it all my, very wonderful”. 
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After foe coronation, father and 
daughter at, Buckingham Palace. 


George UFn private journal b one 
of the main attractions fa an 
exhibition entitled A Royal Mte- 
cellany, which opens at Backing- 
faum Palace tomorrow (Simon Tait 
writes). 

The journal, taken from the 
Royal LStaary at Windsor Castle 
which Is befag reftaidglted, re¬ 
leases finrpe&Uc view “a feast of 
treasures and cario si ties”, as a 
19th-century private visitor de¬ 
scribed ft, many far the firm time. 

“IPs more of a masenm than a 
library,” Mr Oliver Everett, tire 
Royal SJ&rarfaa, said. “It particu- 
larly reflects foe personalities of 
foe R»j«l Family.” 

The Queen is represented fa foe 
exhibition by her account of tire 
Coronation of her father, George 
VI, in 1937, when she was 11. 

She was standing next to her 
grandmother. Queen Mary, as foe 
ceremony went on, and on... “At 


tiie end, the service got rather 
boring as it was all prayers. 
Grannie and I were looking to see 
bow many mere pages to the end, 
and we tmned one more and then I 
pointed to the word at the bottom 
of tiie page and it said ‘Finis’. We 
both smiled at each other and 
turned back to the service.” 

There are the journals of Qneen 
Charlotte and of Queen Victoria, 
and the latter’s theatrical paint¬ 
ings and love songs written for her 
by Prince Albert. 

There are wmter-coloars by the 
present Prince of Wales, the shirt 
worn by Charles I at his execution, 
the dock which Henry VIII gave 
to Anne Boleyn, and a Mappa 
Mnndi fragment predafiiqg 
Hereford Cathedral Mappa by 30 
years. 

Within the miteefions of per¬ 
sonal royal memorabilia are signs 
of tire informed collector. 


Charles I’s art collection was 
repnted to be the finest fa the 
world onto it was almost com¬ 
pletely destroyed fa a fire at 
Whitehall Palace. 

His heirs carried on the tra¬ 
dition, however, particularly with 
important books such as the 
Mainz Psalter of 1457, the second 
book to be printed with moveable 
type, and also Caxton’s Aesop’s 
Fables of 1484. 

On exhibit are decorations that 
have been worn by royalty. There 
are also the mechanisms which 
delighted George Q sada as an 
astronomical dock, now back in 
the glass-toped display desk fa 
which it was originally set 

Visitors will find the only 
Tamer in the royal coDection, a 
painting of Windsor Castie bought 
by the Qneen in 1987. 

The exhibition continues until 
January 13 next year. 


This year, 



falls on the 6th. 


Because the Government Mm 
plans to reduce the state . 
pension scheme SERPS, aMlm, 
millions of employees are ' 
now switching to personal 

In support, the Govern- 
ment will let you redirect all 
your SERPS contributions 
into your own personal 
pension, so it need cost you w|||| 
nothing extra. -mlfe 

This tax year, the Govern- 
ment is also offering a bonus of 
up to £293 to add to your pension. 
So you may feel foolish on 6th April 
if you do not act now. 

If you are thinking of switching 




from SERPS, come to Sun 

^PHnL Alliance, one of the 

BjjjiSB country’s strongest and 
^ most respected financial 

institutions. 
W / If you are employed, it may 
d be possible for you to boost 
% ilP your pension with your own 
W contributions, which can be 
" l| fr° m as little as £15 a month 
(and under current 
mw legislation they could qualify 
jfjpr f° r income tax relief). 

1 Complete the coupon for your 
Personal quotation. We will also send 
te* you a Free Pensions Slide 

f Rule, so you can see how big your 
Government bonus will be. 






APPLY BY 16th MARCH 1990 

Although these terms may be available later they cannot be 
guaranteed after this date. 

FREE - our useful Pensions Slide Rule and your 
own Personal Illustration — both without obliga¬ 
tion. Also discover the benefits you can enjoy with 
the Golden Card - issued to every Sun Alliance 
Personal Pension Plan Policyholder.; 

Call 0403 44344 (weekdays 9am-8pm) quoting 
ref. COl. Or post this coupon to Sun Alliance, 
LDM (PPP) Dept, FREEPOST, Horsham, 
W. Sussex, RH12IZA. 


If you would like a bigger pension, complete 
this section for a no-obligation illustration. 

When would you like to retire? 

□ 50 □ 55 □ 60 □ 65 □ 70 □ 75 


Your salary x __ p.a. 

(for personalised illustration) 

I want to contribute each month: 

□ £100 D£50 □ £30 D£20 

Other amount £-(minimum £15 

up to a maximum of 17 Wjh of your earnings, 
more if you are 36 or over). 

POST TODAY. NO STAMP REQUIRED. 
NO OBLIGATION. 

We may call you to help with any queries you may have. 
Underwritten by Sun Alliance and London Assurance Co. Ltd. 
Member of LAUTRO. Available only to persons residing in the 
United Kingdom. 


Surname— 

(Mr/MiVMiss/Ms) 

Forenames- 

(in foil) 

Address- 


Block Letters Please 


Age_Date of Birth- 1 -/- 

Are you: □ Employed? □ Self-Employed? 
Name of Financial Adviser (if any)--— 


SUN ALLIANCE 


LIFE 6r PENSIONS 


A87/PI PfltTlRT 
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ARE YOU WITH THE 


ONLY MAJOR 


BUILDING SOCIETY THAT 


IS HOLDING 


ITS MORTGAGE RATE? 
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At the Bristol & West, we believe in forward planning in 
order to make life as easy for our customers as possible. 

Last October, we put our mongage rate up slightly 
higher than other building societies. 

We did this because we believed that 14.8% was a more 
realistic and sustainable rate, and that our customers would 
benefit in the long term. 

We have been proved right. 

Despite the fact that there hasn’t been a rise in base 
rates since October, other societies have been forced to put up 
their mortgage rates. 

And the Bristol & West is now the only Top 10 society 
that has held its rate; and we will continue at least until the 
Budget when we’ll review the situation. 

So, that ensures a current standard rate of 14.8% (APR 
16.1%) for all our customers, with a further 1% discount 
available for new borrowers. 

But, we don’t stop there. . 

Another way to even out interest rate fluctuations is our 
new Balanced Mortgage. This lets you choose your own 
monthly repayments for 3 years. And at a time of especially 
high interest rates, this could mean a saving of as much as 
20%, with 22 years to pay the.difference. 

This is just an example of what we mean by forward 
planning. And if it sounds like exactly what you want, just 
visit your nearest Bristol & West branch. 
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BRISTOL & WEST 

BUILDING SOCIETY 


DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON ENDOWMENT AND PENSION MORTGAGE WHERE A NEW POLICY IS ARRANGED THROUGH THE SOCIETY FOR AT LEAST HALF THE VALUE OF THE LOAN. MORTGAGES SUBJECT TO STATUS ANn vat vntt@uaa£tf 
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The poll tax debate: the Militant connection 


Thirteen who organized town hall sieges named 


By Jamie Dettmer 
ttdSayChiicy 

Till* week's violent poll tax agitation has 
sparked a dramatic resurgence in the 
fortunes of Militant Tendency and other 
Trotskyite groups. They believe they 
have strode a rich vein of protest that 
could help them to restore tbdr influence 
within the labour Party and pubiio 
sector unions. 

The Tunes has discovered that the All- 
Britain Anti-Poll Tax Federation, the 
organization behind the violent 
council chambers across.the country, is 
hardly distinguishable from Militant 
itself Thirteen out of the 17 regional 
o rg ani zers of the federation are Militant 
Tendency supporters. 

Other groups which have become 
associated with the agitation include the 
Socialist Workers’ Party, the Revolu¬ 
tionary Communist Party, the Socialist 
Organizer and a number of anarchist 
groups, including Class War, known for 
its violent tactics during the Wapping 
print dispute in 1986. 

But Mr Peter Taaffe, editor of Mili¬ 
tant, sitting among anti-poll tax posters 
in Ins office in Hackney, east London, 
admitted yesterday that “the role of 
Militant in the federation is a prominent 
one”. He added: “We believe in organiz¬ 
ing resistance to the poll tax, of 
organizing a campaign of mass civil 
disobedience.” 

Although that c ampai gn is cm one 
level aimed at the Government’s 
community charge, its ultimate target is 
to disrupt Mr Neu Kinnock’s leadership 
of die Labour Party. Moderate Labour 
MPs fear that Militant has a secret 
a genda designed again to make the 
Trotskyite organization a significant 
fixes within the Labour Party. 

According to Militant insiders, Mili¬ 
tant supporters have been ordered to 
concentrate on organizing matches 
against Labour councils rather than 
C on servati ve ones and to use the 
agitation to recruit new members into 
the Trotskyite organization. 

In a dossier compiled by The Times, 
the scale of Militant’s infiltration into 
the federation is revealed for the first 
time: The 13 Militant supporters who arc 
the regional organizers are Mr Jeff 
Gouldmg, chairman of the Liverpool 
Anti-Poll Tax Committee, who has 
written in Militant about the importance 
pf linking th e campaig n with the Ta fyu tr 
Party; Miss Cathy Harding (Wales), 
praised as “a class fighter” in Militant; 
Mr Jack Harvey (west Scotland), who 
has called for “making the poll tax 
unworkable in Scotland and a non- 


Role is 
organizing 
resistance 
to tax 


starter, for the rest of the country” in 
Militant; Mr Steve Home (east Mid¬ 
lands^ Mr Wally Kennedy (Lmdon); Mr 
Kevin Miles (Northern); Mr Dave 
Murray (East ern); Mr Steve Nally, who 
wrote in Militant that “this movement 
' could be the breaking of Thatcher; Mr 

John Rathbone (pros officer); Miss 
Maureen Reynolds (treasurer); Mr 
Tommy Sheridan (diairman), who was 
expelled from the Labour Party last year 
for membership of Militant; Mr Russell 
Taylor (east Scotland); and Mr Rob 
Windsor (West Midlands). ' 

A long-term strategy using the anti- 
poll tax agitation was mapped out over a 
year ago by Mr Taaffe and Mr Ted 
Grant, the organization’s main political 
thinker, according to loaders. 

That strategy was first seen in Scotland 
last year. Militant supporters started to 
form local anti-poll tax unions or to hi¬ 
jack ones formed by other groups. 

One of the most productive ways in 
which Militants have drummed up 
support is by door-to-door canvassing 
with poQ lax leaflets, petitions and 
memberships cards. Many of the people 
working with the various federation 
co mm i tt ees are young, unemployed 
Militant supporters. They are en¬ 
couraged to spend their time wanting 
around housing estates and knocking cm 
every door where they sign up new 
members. Miss Louise James, aged 25 
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and unemployed, who set up a com¬ 
mittee on the Hoxton estate in Hackney, 
sakk “I am a Militant supporter because 
it is the only organization which has 
actively campaigned for people not to 
pay the poll tax." 

She spends all her timeworking for the 
London branch of the federation which 
operates from a fiat in Stratford, east 
London. “I come from a family of 
Labour Party supporters. I joined the 

party when I left school and see nothing 

wrong noth supporting Militant.” 

-Last year. Labour Party managers in 
London began to notice a sodden 
upsurge in membership applications 
from brandies in Scotland they had not 
heard a word from for years. Party 
officials started to investigate these 
applications and unearthed Militant’s 
rote. 

In London last September the Federa¬ 
tion of Anti-Poll Tax Unions launched 
its English and Welsh campaigns, claim¬ 
ing 489 affiliated unions and groups had 
pledged support for non-payment 

Many of the “smash the poll tax” 
leaflets semi being distributed at 
demons t rations n nftnife town halls and 
at APTU stalls srt up m high streets on 
Saturdays are being printed by Militant 
—the wealthiest of the Trotskyite groups 
— on its own presses in the East End of 
London. 

Since the early 1980s Militant has had 
unipfe Mima avaflaUe for «»m pai g ii in g 
It has five main sources of income: ad 
hoc donations to the org aniza t i on’s 
“fighting fund” which probably bring in 
about £200,000 a year, sales of the 
organization’s weekly newspaper Miti r 
font, which account for a -further 
£250,000; co mme rcial profits from its 
London printing films, Cambridge 
Heath Press and Etutway Offset; regular 
and large subscriptions from Militant 
su pp orters who. are prepared to give 
about IS per cent oftbefr salaries over to 
the organization; and Hnnatinm from 
trade union officiak-and brandies. At 
least £1 million is available to Militant 

wwy year for rawwpaigmng .- 

Militant is anxious to harness more 
financial support from the union move¬ 
ment by capturing the control of at least 
one public-sector union. Mr Roger 
Bannister, a known Militant supporter, 
is in the running to become general 
secretary of Nalgo, the local government 
union, in a postal ballot which starts 
today. Moderates in the union fear that 
Mr Bannister could win if there is a low 
vote. If elected, Mr Banntow has 
pledged that he will direct Nalgo 
membera to. boycott collection of the poll 
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Mr Taaffe, editor of Militant, yesterday: “We believe in organizing resistance to the tax.” 


Inside the 
campaign 
fortress 

By Ray Clancy 

The main Militant office fat 
east London resembles a for¬ 
tress, with electronic gates, 
spy cameras angled from toe 
roof and nasty looking metal 
spikes on the walls. 

There are so outward 
no signs, posters or stickers, 
just a pair of electronic gates 
covered with peeling green 
paint. On the stone wall b a 
dilapidated Inter com with 
wires hanging out. 

Cars and people going into 

the building have to fee allowed 
entry from inside. It took a 
great deal of arguing yesterday 
to gain entry to the “citadel*', a 
drab grey building. 

Inside Mr Ken Smith, press 
officer, said: “We had some¬ 
one try to burn down the 
bniMing 10 years ago.” 

The atmosphere is not ex¬ 
actly relaxed inside. Beside 
the reception desk were three 
closed-circnit television 
screens. Os the walls a splash 
of yellow and red stands oa 
from the anti-poll tax poster. 
It was in front of these that Mr 
Peter Taaffe, editor of Mili¬ 
tant since it was founded in 
1964, positioned himself. 

He was born in Birkenhead, 
Merseyside, during the Sec¬ 
ond World War, and b map* 
ried with two daughters. He 
was expelled from fc Labour 
Party hi 1982. 

In practice be is the Mili¬ 
tant movement’s general sec¬ 
retary. He speaks 
passionately against toe poll 
tax. “The Labour moveme nt 
should be putting itself at toe 
head of this campaign and 
help organize the mass resis¬ 
tance and cause the Govern¬ 
ment to retreat,” he said. 

“We support most of toe 
laws in Britain when they are 
against crime bat there are 
occasions when laws are in¬ 
cluded which are against toe 
interests of the majority.” 


Van death 
driver 
is jailed 

A drink-driver who caused the 
death of the daughter of Paul 
Hemy, an actor in the Cross- 
roadsTV series, was yesterday 
jaded for 18 months. 

Alan Ward, aged 24, of 
Quinton, Bir mingham, dranlr 
six pints of beer before crash¬ 
ing his van on the way to a 
party, killing Justine Smith, 
aged 18, who was a passenger, 
last March, Birmingham 
Grown Court was told. 

3 Ward, a 1 painter and deco¬ 
rator, who was also banned 
from driving for five years, 
admitted causing death by 
reckless driving. 

Train accident 

A man was stable in hospital 
last night after losing both legs 
beneath the knees when he 
was hit by a train. Mr Andrew 
Madcley, aged 27, of Crewe, 
Cheshire, crawled 20ft along 
the track near the town and 
flagged down another train. 

Kitted out 

New taxi drivers in Bradford, 
West Yorkshire, will have to 
take a first aid course as a 
condition of their licence and 
carry a first aid kfr. 

Parent seekers 

A record 599 adopted Scottish 
> children sought hdp in finding 
their natural parents last year. 

Prison escape 

Seven prisoners have escaped 
from Norwich Prison, Nor¬ 
folk, after friends on the 
outside cut a perimeter fence. 

£1.5m winner 

A retired policeman from 
Cumbria has won a record 
£1,515,589.Q5p for a 45p stake 1 
on Littlewoods pools. « 


Hunt to face public anger 
with Tory counter-attack 


By Nicholas Wood 

Political Correspondent 

A government minister will 
today brave public anger over 
the poll tax in the Mid- 
Staffordshire by-election. 

Mr David Hunt, the Mm- 
ister of Stale for Local Gov¬ 
ernment, will spend an hour 
on the streets of the constit¬ 
uency in a bold attempt to 
persuade electors of the merits 
of the community dmige — 
the central issue in the 
campaign. 

His intervention win take 
place against a background of 
violent anti-poll tax demon¬ 
strations in council chambers 
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1987 General election: J Heddle 
(C\ 28.644; C St Hffl (Lab) 
13'990. T Jones (L/AH), 13,114; 
J^Bazdejr ^Independent Q 836. 

across the country and allega¬ 
tions that some iff the 
demonstrations are being or¬ 
chestrated by militants. 

Extra police are expected to 
be present when Mr Hunt and 
Mir Charles Prior, the Tory 
candidate, begin canvassing in 
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shadow chancellor, at Stoke-on-Trent yesterday. 


Examination appeal 


Foecke ‘a top mathematician 9 


Mr Francis Foecke, denied an 
honours degree because he 
allegedly cheated iu the 
examinations, was a first class 
student, a leading statistician 
told a tribunal yesterday. 

Professor John Ashford, 
Dean of Science at Exeter 
University, said Mr Foecke 
had the “arrogance of a great 
mathematician". 

The scholar, author of 150 
books on statistics, told the 
appeal hearing that he was 
convinced that Mr Foecke. 
aged 32, was capable of 
achieving top marks. 

Mr Foecke, an American, 
has spent four years and 
£ 100,000 in an attempt to 
clear his name and regain the 
honours degree. 

.Bristol University dons 
Withheld the degree and 
accused him of cheating, 
claiming his answers con¬ 


tained too many similarities 
to model solutions. However, 
Mr Foecke, of Clifton, Bristol, 
said he gained his record 13 
passes by. working 18 hours a 
day in his final year. 

Yesterday, Professor Ash¬ 
ford, aged 60, told the tri¬ 
bunal, held at Senate House in 
Bristol: “When you are look¬ 
ing to see if someone has 
cheated you need to know if 
you are dealing with an idiot 
or someone with ability. 

“From working with Mr 
Foecke and knowing him per¬ 
sonally, I would say he is a 
first d a<8! mathematician. 

“I have worked with about 
50 PhD students and I would 
say that Francis was in the top 
ten percent. 

“1 can put my hand on my 
heart and say he was a first- 
class student and, I think, ter¬ 
ribly determined to su c ceed 


after doing relatively badly in 
his first and second years.” 

He added that Mr Foecke 
had been “exceedingly sys¬ 
tematic” in his revision for the 
examinations. 

Professor Ashford said be 
had been shamed into 
supporting Mr Foecke by a 
student who wrote to him 
about the case. 

Professor Ashford said he 
would never have let Dr John 
Ryan, who set the model solu¬ 
tions Mr Foecke is alleged to 
have copied, set examination 
questions as he was “too 
inexperienced". 

However, the university 
could not be criticized for its 
measures to ensure against 
rating , or for the approach it 
had adopted once examiners 
believed cheating had taken 
place. , 

The bearing continues. ! 


Stone. With a new opinion 
poll giving Labour an eight- 
point lead in the Conservative 
stronghold, Tory strategists 
recognize that safety-first tac¬ 
tics wfl] do little to unsettle 
their opponents. 

They have opted for a 
counter-attack to dispel public 
“hysteria” over the charge, 
which win mean increases of 
between £55 and £117 for toe 
average ratepayer in the Mid¬ 
lands seat 

Mr Hunt w£D seek to ex¬ 
plain the principles behind the 
poll tax and the rebates avail¬ 
able to the poor. 

Tory insiders expect him to 
“score some paints” and 
promise that tire so far rel¬ 
atively sedate campaign will 
be enlivened by some “raw 
politics”. 

Yesterday, spokesmen fra 1 
the two main parties con¬ 
demned the violence that had 
marred town hall demonstra¬ 
tions and led to arrests and 
injuries. 

Mr John Smith, Labour’s 
chief Treasury spokesman, 
said that whale there was 
genuine popular revulsion 
against the poll tax, violent 
demonstrations did not help 
the fight against it. 

He detected the hand of the 
Socialist Workers’ Party. 

Mr John Walccham, the 
Secretary of State for Energy, 
blamed the ugly scenes on a 
“rent-a-mob” during a visit to 
the constituency. 

He told reporters: “I think it 
is a very disturbing and 
disagreeable sign, particularly 
when these people who, I am 
told, are left-wing Militant 
Tendency people, go from 
place to place and cause this 
sort of trouble and 
disruption.” 


Guinness trial BlltamtO 

Accountant ‘not told of fees’ get Honda 

By Paul Wilkinson Euro-base 


A Guinness accountant who 
processed payments worth 
minions of pounds in secret 
success fees said yesterday 
that she would not have done 
so had she known what they 
really were. 

Mrs Helen McLooghlin told 
Southwark Crown Court in 
south London that the in¬ 
voices she handled were for 
consultancy services. The trial 
has been told the money was 
payment to supporters who 
helped Guinness to win its 
takeover battle with the super¬ 
market chain Argyll for con¬ 
trol of the Distillers group in 
1986. 

> Mrs McLooghlin said con¬ 
sultancy services were by tbeir 
nature confidential and dw 
knew she would not be given 
further details. Mrs Barbara 


By Panl WQkmson 

Mills, QC, for the prosecution, 
asked: “If you had known 
such services had not been 
provided what would you 
have done?” 

Mrs McLoughlin: “I would 
not have paid them.” 

One invoice for £5.2 million 
was to a Jersey company. 
Marketing and Acqtustion 
Consultants, controlled by an 
American lawyer, Mr Thomas 
Ward, who was a director of 
Guinness at tire time of the 
takeover. Mrs McLoughlin 
said she did hot know Mr 
Ward was connected to MAG 

Mrs Mills asked: “If you 
had known this payment was 
going to him what would you 
have done?” 

Mrs McLoughlin: “I would 
have had nothing to do with it 
He was a director of the 


company and he should not 
get payments like this.” 

Ernest Saunders, 
Guinness’s former chairman 
and chief executive, and three 
other City figures have denied 
24 counts alleging theft, fraud 
and breaches of the Com¬ 
panies Act during the takeover 
bid. Appearing with Mr Saun¬ 
ders are Gerald Ronson, chair¬ 
man of the Heron 
International group, Anthony 
Pames, a stockbroker, and 
Jack Lyons, the millionaire 
financier. 

Cross-examined by Mr 
Michael Shenard, QC, coun¬ 
sel for Mr Ronson, Mrs 
McLoughlin agreed that she 
bad no reason to query the 
invoices. 

The hearing continues 
today. 


Technocrats start at age five 


By David Tytler, Education Editor 


Children aged five win be 
taught how to run their own 
companies in lessons about to 
be introduced in schools in 
England and Wales in the 
wake of regulations published 
by the Government yesteiday. 

The National Curriculum 
will require all children aged 5 
to 16 to be taught technology, 
covering domestic science to 
computers, woodwork to fine 
art as one course. 

Many schools will have to 
appoint heads of department 
to run the new course which 
will ask children to design and 
sell anything from a car park 
to a checkout system for a 
supermarket. Mr John 


MacGregor, Secretary of State 
for Education and Science; 
said: “The two components of 
technology — design and tech¬ 
nology and information tech¬ 
nology — involve essential 
skills for pupils in the modem 
world. 

“If we are to meet the needs 
of the economy and of in¬ 
dividuals over the coming 
decades, we must apply scien¬ 
tific and other knowledge in 
imaginative ways." 

The Government also pub¬ 
lished the English lessons for 
pupils aged eight to 16 which. 
insi.ct on the teaching of 
grammar.. Mr MacGregor 
said: “The English curriculum 


builds successfully on that for 
infant pupils which has been 
in place since last year.” 

The compulsory English les¬ 
sons, being taught to those 
aged five to seven will apply 
to pupils aged eight to 13 from 
this September, and those 
aged 14 to 16 from September 
1992. Technology will be com- , 
pulsory for children aged five i 
to 13 from this September | 
and fin* those aged 14 to 16 
from September 1993. ! 

English in the National Curricu¬ 
lum (No 2) (£5.95 with 
ringbinder, contents only 
£3.10); Technology in the Nat¬ 
ional Curriculum (£5.95; Sta¬ 
tionery Office). 


Humberside lives on, commission says 


By David Walker 

Public Administration Correspondent 

The independent Local Government 
Boundary Commission for England has 
rejected m attempt by Mr Nicholas 
Ridley, the former environment sec¬ 
retary, to abolish the county of 
Hmnberside. 

Just before last year’s au nty council 
election, Mr Ridley ffirected the com¬ 
mission to rethink tui earlier recom¬ 
mendation fast Hmnberside, a contro¬ 
versial creation of the 1974 local 
government reorganization, should stay. 
He instructed it to examine outright 
abolition, paying special attention to 
load loyalties and sense of identity. 

Yesterday, however, after extensive 
consultation inefa flfag (for the com¬ 
mission) die unprecedented use of opin¬ 
ion polls, tire commission announced that 
its “ I nte rim opinion" was that Humber¬ 
side should live on. 

It said the reason was not because the 
c oun t y was loved by its inhabitants. On 
the contrary, a majority was found to 
favour abofition. 

The tnnMe was the peo^e of Humber¬ 


side tiumot agree on what should replace 
it When asked for their fa vowed 
alternatives, inhabitants divided between 
joining the adjacent comities of North 
Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, creating 
new. counties of East Yorkshire and 
North Lincolnshire or some mixture iff 
the new and the okL 

The commission is giving 
Hnmberridm six weeks to respond to Its 
latest statement, before making final 
recommendations. The present Secretary 
of State for the Environment, Mr Chris 
Patten, seems likely to rubber-stamp the 
commission’s conclusions. 

In its statement yesterday the com¬ 
mission said no one had proved that 
Hmnberside, where the Labour Party 
has a majority of council seats, was 
anything other Ban “a suitable frame¬ 
work for effective and convenient local 
governemnt”; most residents were sat¬ 
isfied with services. 

People did, however, still feel strong 
polls of loyalty to the comities Oat 
predated the 1974 reorganization. The 
problem now is that sneft entities as the 
East Riding rtf Yorkshire could not be 
recreated without a comprehensive 


redrawing of the local government map, 
probably upsetting people in other areas. 

In their consnltetions, the part of 
Humberside laying to the north of the 
Humber emerged as something of an 
orphan. Lincolnshire County Council 
wants to see south Humberside become 
part of Lincolnshire. However, North 
Yorkshire does not want north Hmnber¬ 
side, which by itself would probably be 
too small to make a viable county. 

The stady of local opinion, can-ied out 
for the commission by RSGB Ltd, found 
that 57 per cent of north bankers 
favoured a new county of East Yorkshire 
against 34 par cent who wanted Humber¬ 
side to continue. 

The commfanrioH wondered whether the 
county council might strive some iff its 
Mimrify problems if it dunged its MW ) 
but to what? “To call the whole area 
‘East Yorkshire’ would alienate those on 
the sooth hank more than the name 
‘Humberside’. The name ‘Humberside’ is 
important in describing the whole estaar- 
ial area, especially in the pursuit of 
economic development. Tbe commisskm 
does not wish to make any recommenda¬ 
tions on this issue.” 


From Kevin Eason 

MotoringCorrespondent 

Geneva 

Honda is to establish a Euro¬ 
pean headquarters in Britain 
and order a 30 per cent 
increase in production of its 
cars from the Rover group. 

The headquarters, at React 
mg, Berkshire, will be the 
Japanese company’s centre of 
operations for the European 
Community, handling all sales 
and distribution networks and 
co-ordinating production fac¬ 
ilities in Britain, Belgium, 
Italy and Spain. It will create 
100 jobs after it opens in ApriL 

Rover is already due to 
build 30,000 Concerto can' 
this year for Honda, which 1ms 
a 20 per cent stake in its 
British collaborative partner. 

MrOsamu Ida, president of 
Honda Europe, said that he 
expected output to be raised to 
40,000 next year, enhancing 
Rover’s reputation. The Con¬ 
certo is the Japanese aster of 
Rover’s successful 200 series 
and built alongside it at 
Longbridge, Bir mingham. 

Honda is also due to start 
production of 100,000 cars 
annually in 1992 at Swindon, 
where it produces engines for 
Concerto and Rover 216 cars. 

Honda disclosed its plans 
yesterday at the Geneva Mo¬ 
tor Show, at which the rfig poie 
over whether to limit sales of 
Japanese cars in Europe 
continued. 

The French Peugeot-Cft- 
roen group reiterated de¬ 
mands that present quotas be 
kept for at least 10 years and 
that British-produced Japa¬ 
nese cars be included. Britain 
fears that would slow the pace 
of Japanese investment. 
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Please help the children of Ceausescu 


,r (inf 


The sight is sickening and terrifying. 
In crib after crib lie babies and 
toddlers who look like old people, 
their skin shrivelled, their skeletal 
faces bearing the immistakaible 
mark of approaching death. These 
pitiful children at a clinic in Bucha¬ 
rest are AIDS patients, the tiniest 
victims of the brutal, backward re¬ 
gime of Romania’s fallen dictator, 


Nicolae Ceausescu. 

TIME MAGAZINE 19.2.90. 


This is just one aspect of the 
gruesome legacy of Ceausescu’s 
years of misrule. 

Contraception, abortion and 
sex education were outlawed in 
Romania in a desperate attempt to 
boost the workforce. 


and live in conditions of appalling 
squalor. Most pitiful of all among 
these tragic children are those under 
the age of six who number around 
14,000 spread throughout sixty- 
four orphanages. 

(It is estimated that one in four 
of these children is dying of AIDS.) 

There is simply not enough 
food available to feed any of the 
children adequately and most suffer 
from severe malnutrition. 

Standards of hygiene are 
pathetically low due to a lack of 
proper equipment and facilities. 

There is a chronic shortage of 
staff. By day, there are just four or 
five nurses for every 100 children and 
only one doctor and one psychiatrist 
for every 150-200 children in the * 
orphanages. By night, there are even 
fewer staff on duty. 



It resulted in thousands of 
unwanted children, abandoned by 
parents who could see no way of 
supporting them in a country where 
food of any description was already' 
dreadfully scarce. 

Vast numbers of the children 
now crammed into Romania’s 205 
orphanages are the survivors of 
back street operations. 

Many are severely handicapped 


Even the most basic essentials 
such as nappies and plastic sheeting 

are non-existent, so the children soil 

■ \ 

the rags they are dressed in and the 
mattresses of their cots are rotting. 

The stench throughout these 
institutions is overpowering. 

Dysentry is common and many 
of the children suffer from chronic 
bowel disorders. 

Often they are left lying un¬ 


attended in their own excrement. 
The most severe cases are kept 
naked because naked bodies are 
easier to clean. 

How you can help right now. 

The Romanian Orphanage Trust 
was set up by Mary Gibson, a Dorset 
grandmother, who was so appalled 
by what she witnessed on a visit to 
a Romanian 1 orphanage that she 
vowed to raise £10,000,000 to help 
ease the suffering and put an end 
to the misery. 

If you will help us right now, 
we can provide immediate relief for 
these innocent victims. 

There is no bureaucratic red 
tape to hinder or delay our efforts 
and no costly overheads to drain 
away money. 

The funds will be used to fly 
teams of paediatricians and nurses 
from Britain and to supply basic 
requirements such as dried milk, 
food, nappies, plastic sheets and 
essential medicines. 

(To ensure that funds are 
correctly allocated where needs are 
greatest, all relief operations will be 
directed from the United Kingdom 
and all supplies will be distributed 
under the supervision of British staff 
on arrival.) 

Please help by phoning a don¬ 
ation on your Visa or Access card, 
now on 031 552 0131, or by sending 
whatever you can afford to the 
address on the coupon below. 


The Romanian Orphanage Trust, 
PO Box 999, Bridport, DT6 5YD. 

I am enclosing a donation of £_ 

to help ease the suffering of 
Romanian orphans. 

Name_________ 

Address __ 
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NHS WAITING LISTS 


QRai, JiU Sherman analyses the coUege of Health report Years of pain and dashed hope 
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Over one million in queue 
for treatment in hospitals 
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More than a million people 
are waiting for hospital treat¬ 
ment and one in four have 
been waiting for more than a 
year, according to a report fay 
the College of Health pub¬ 
lished today. 

The college's Guide to Hos¬ 
pital Waiting Lists 1990 
shows enormous variations 
throughout the United King¬ 
dom in the me of waiting Bsts 
in separate specialties and the 
length of wafting time. 

It uiges patients to shop 
around before the imple¬ 
mentation of the National 
Health Service reforms next 
April, white general prac¬ 
titioners are still free to refer 
patients anywhere in the NHS. 

Of the 876.800 patterns on 
the waiting lists in England at 
March 31 last year, 26 per cent 
of inpatients and 18 per cent 
of day cases had been waiting 
for more than a year. 

A further 92,169 people are 
waiting in Scotland, 45,385 in 
Wales and nearly 26,000 in 
Northern Ireland, bringing the 
total to 1.09 million. 

The figures mdmte day 
cases and selfdeferred cases 
but exdude those waiting for 
outpatient admissions. Tn 
spite of a series of government 
initiatives to reduce waiting 
lists, there was an overall 
increase of 3.8 per cent for in¬ 
patients and 14.7 for day cases 
in the year to last March. 

“The system is inherently 

unfair because it rem a i n s a 

matter of geographical ac¬ 
cident whether a patient who 
needs a hip replacement, a 
hernia repair, a cataract or 
prostrate operation will be 
treated promptly,” Miss Mari¬ 


anne Rigge, the college's direc¬ 
tor said. 

In Leeds West, for e xam ple, 
46 per cent of patients for ear, 
nose and threat operations 
bad waited for more than a 
year. However, in neigh¬ 
bouring Leeds East, no patient 
had waited that long. 

Similariy, in Eastbourne, 
East Sussex, 40 per cent of 
people needmg cataract opera¬ 
tions had been w aiting for 

more than 12 months, while in 
Brighton none had wailed that 
long. Going private to beat 


per cent of the 33,000 patients 
waiting have needed treat¬ 
ment for more than a year. 

A league table for districts is 
more difficult as some have 
long waiting lists, with shorter 
waiting times. The coQege has 
also provided figures on the 
notional time to dear the list if 
no new patients were added. 

For example, Hillingdon 
health authority, in the North 
West Thames region, has 
3,045 patients waiting for 
plastic surgery, of which 92 
per cent have waited for more 


Where patients wait longest 


Nos Waiting 
mafaa iyr+(%) 


Croydon 419 98 

WtotLondMtfl 872 72 

BrioM/Wooton £296 62 

ttefabwy 969 51 

Hal 1515 51 

North Harts 1.415 46 

OUhom 1,661 45 

W ro t e— u 2£32 45 

B rentwood 2^83 44 

ESStCwabriB 1.262 42 

waiting lists is not the only 
answer, according to the 
guide, hi many cases, people 
could be treated as quickly if 
they travelled outside their 
district for treatment 

The highest waiting lists still 
tend to be in London, partly 
because of the concentration 
of teaching hospitals, which 
receive tertiary referrals from 
throughout the country. 

Top ofthe list is North East 
Thames regional health au¬ 
thority where 85,000 people 
are waiting for treatment and 
38 percent have been waiting 
for more than a year. 

The shortest lists are in the 
Mosey region, where only 16 


li i o toidl Ure 88 82 

WostUfoboth 1,119 81 

Sooth Unco 61 79 

East Barks 2.152 72 

Notts 1,453 70 

TowsrHsmtsts 565 70 

than a year. The fist would 
take 128 weeks to dear. 

In nearby Hampstead, how¬ 
ever, only 346 patients are 
waiting for plastic sur g er y. 
However, 89 per cent of these 
patients have been waiting for 
more than a year and the list 
would take over four years, or 
214 weeks, to dear. 

“We continue to regard it as 
unacceptable .that any patient 
shook! have to wait more than 
a year to go into hospital fix* 
an operation they need,” Miss 
RiggesakL 

In one case, a young mecha¬ 
nic who had a trapped nerve 
jn his tomH was inwhk to 
work for three years while he 


Cats, falling bed numbers 
and staff shortage blamed 

Cuts in health services an increase in the number of past six years have fined to 
because of fa»nri«l diffi- muses in 1987 the total of hos- have any significant overall 
culties, filling bed numbers pital nursing staf£ excluding impact, although some local 
and shortages of doctors and midwives, fell from 332,111 in schemes have been successful. 


and shortages of doctors and 
nurses have all contributed to 
rising waiting fists, the guide 
says (Our Social Services 
Correspondent writes). 

City and Hackney Health 
Authority dosed 75 acute beds 
at St Bartholomew's Hospital 
last year to help to save £2 
millio n and said it would no 


1982 to 331,172 in 1987. 

That was partly due to the 
impart of a reduction in 
school leavers. 

However, staffing diffi¬ 
culties have now been exacer¬ 
bated by authorities freezing 
posts so that they can stay 
within budget. Greater Glafr- 


longer accept out-afrfistxict gow health board has had to 


referrals fix some specialties. 

Department of Health fig¬ 
ures published last October 


cut recr uitm en t because of a 
£12 zxriOhm overspend. 

At the Royal Preston Hos- 


showed that the number of pital in Lancashire, the num- 
beds fell by 6 per cent in just ber of nursing posts was cut 
overayearandby21 percent from the equivalent of 820 
since 1977, white the number, full-time jobs to 777, dosing 
of in-patient cases grew by 24 24 beds. The college's guide 


per cent to 6,600,000 in the also points to the inefficient 
same period. use of operating theatres as a 

However, in 1987/88, the erase of rising waiting lists. 
year that inducted severe cut- The guide says ltrsvital, that 

backs, the numbers treated fell patients are informed if an 
to their lowest rinoe 1983 and operation is cancelled. 

16 per cent fewer day cases Government initiatives to 
were seen. In sjHte of an over- bringdown waiting lists in the 

Patterns wafting Dsts.by specialty 

fri England 

E ar.nosaSftroat OpWhahnology 

MSB 


Ptottc aurgery 


General nrgecy 


Urology 

MM** I 

Waiting 1st at 
March 311988 


Gynaecology 

K3M.-U 16%' 


TOTAL 

U£l!l25% 


% Waiting 
owl yew 



schemes have been successful. 

Hie Department of Health 
first launched a waiting list 
fund of £25 million in 1986 
when 660,000 people were 
awaiting operations. That led 
to-144,000 extra cases being 
treated in 1987/88. 

The next year a further 
110,000 patients were treated 
with £30 milli on from the 
waiting fist fund; this year the 
fond has risen by £2 million. 

Mr John Yates, from the 
Health Services Management 
Centre in Birmingham, was 
asked by the Government to 
intervene in the 22 districts 
with the worst waiting fists. 
His team picked 43 specialty 
lists, with over 500 people 
waiting over a year. 

Since December 1988, in¬ 
patient fists in those districts 
have fallen by 11 per cent, 
while the number of long-wait 
patients has fallen by 16 per 
cent in the districts and by 26 
per cent in the 43 specialty 
fists. 

However, in four of the 
districts — Lewisham, West 
Lambeth, Great Yarmouth 
and Shropshire—waiting lists 
increased. Mr Yates has now 
been asked to look at the 100 
worst specialties. 

Other government initia¬ 
tives to tackle waiting lists 
in chide the appointment of 
100 new consultant posts. 

The guide suggests several 
further improvements: more 
patients should be admitted 
on the day of their operation 
rather than the day before, 
except for those travdfing 
long distances; some patients 
are still staying in hospital too 
long and blocking beds; more 
patients could be seen as day 
cases; and patients and GPS 
should be given more 
information about waiting 
fists. 

Patients should be fold if 
they wifi have to wait years for 
treatment — for example, for 
varicose veins or plastic sur¬ 
gery-so that if they wish they 
can start saving to have their 
operation done privately. 


2,500 patients must be shed 


By Jill Sherman and Libby Jukes 


A London teaching hospital is 
to treat 2,500 fewer patients 
this year, a more likely to lead 
to soaring waiting fists, in an 
attempt in save £IS mfllkm. 

Doctors at St Mary’s Hos¬ 
pital, Paddington, hare been 
toM that they treated more 
patients than they cooW afford 
last year and will hare fo cot 
down this year. 

One option is to dose the 
hospital to an but emergency 
ewes fir six weeks this sam* 
raw and two weeks at Christ¬ 
mas. Another alternative is to 
refuse routine referrals from 
other district health 
authorities. 

Prekside health authority, 
now trying to save £4j6mHUoa 
by AprB 1991, b also propos¬ 
ing fife staff ads to raise a 
farther £1.5 million. Mbs 
Barbara Yoram, Parkside <fis- 


trict general manager, said 
that compulsory redundancies 
shook) be avoided because at 
high vacancy levels. 

Surgeons at St Mary’s said 
yesterday that both moves 
would lead to thousands of 
gfHHW p»*»ei«ta (HI hospital 
wafting fists. 

Mr Jonathan Johnson, an 

orthopaedic surgeon, said that 
the shortage of beds was al¬ 
ready so critical that he had 
difficulty getting in enough 
pati ents to fill the 15 horns 
theatre time he is allocated. 

The Qneea Elizabeth the 
Queen Mother surgical unit 
where he works was originally 
itwipwJ for 56 patients. Now 
it has only 35 beds. 

Bat the closure of the hos¬ 
pital's aduissfons ward means 
that rai r gieal beds are often 
occupied by emergency pa¬ 


tients. “I ask the patien t s to 
tel ephon e fie hospital the 
night before they are due to 
come in to check that there is a 
bed for than,” Mr Johnson 
said. 

“About 50 per cent have to 

be turned away at tint stage. If 
we had a day-care centre, I 
could dear 25 per cent of the 
nnifs waiting list of 700 cases 

virtually at a stroke.” 

Over a thousand people are 
bow waiting for t r au ma and 
orthopaedic operations in the 
district and one in eight hare 
been waiting over a year for 
treatment. 

Mr Johnson's team treats 
four patients a week, although 
they bare enough theatre time 
for between six awl 10. 

“We are worried that we wiB 

just have to stop performing 
elective surgery,” he said. 


-waited for an operation. 

In another case, an elderly 
couple who had sport their 
£4,000 life savings fra* the 
husband to hare a hip replace¬ 
ment, were contemplating 
selling their house to pay for a 
'second operation. The sur¬ 
geon said he would do it next 
week “if you pay privately". 

In a thud example, a 39- 
year-old who had a massive 
heart attack and bad been 
waiting for 18 months for an 
angiogram was told by consul¬ 
tants that it would be at least 
another 18 months before 
anything could be done 
because of health service cuts. 
The college telephoned a 
neighbouring district and 
found that the operation could 
be done within three weeks. 

The specialty with the big¬ 
gest number of patients wait¬ 
ing is general surgery, with 
142^02 patients waiting in 
England alone, followed by 
orthopaedics with 131,505. 

The longest waits are in 
plastic surgery. Nearly 60 per 
cent of all patients on the list 
for plastic surgery after burns 
or congenital de formi ty, for 
example, wait for over a year. 

The Government last night 

rrerintampul that it hflH marift 

“strenuous efforts" to reduce 
the time patients waited for 
treatment “We have invested 
£119 million over four years 
in the waiting fist fund, which 
has enabled hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of extra patients to be 
treated," a Department of 
Health spokesman said. 

Guide to Hospital Waiting Lists 
1990 (College of Health, 18 
Victoria Park Square, London 
E2 9PF; £7.50 inc p&p). 


By Libby Jukes 

Mis Heather Smokcum, aged 
56, has been waitmg for more 
than two years for a routine 
“surgical decempressM” op¬ 
eration on her right sboalder, 
injured five years ago in a 

gardening a ffiilnut 

Mrs Smobrnm is one of 
2,000 patients ia the Baft 
district health authority wait¬ 
ing for ort hop aedi c surgery. 
There are 1,500 more on the 
general sregfeal list, althou gh 
a gnat of £194^00 from fie 
Department of Health should 
enable operations on 830 of 
them, who have been waiting 
for more than a year. 

Last month, 189 doctors ia. 
fie Bath district signed a letter 

to Mr Kenneth Clarke, Sec¬ 
retary of State for Health, 
express in g concern at a de¬ 
cline in standards of patient 
. cane as a result of ward 
dosares and difficulties wifi 
hospital admissions ever the 
winter. 

For months, Mis Smokcum 
was treated wifi steroid injec¬ 
tions MTM t mub fidie until 
visiting a eewsaltant at 
Royal United Hospital in fifth 
for an unrelated f»«Hpi n int in 
February 1986, Mrs 
Smokcum mentioned that she 
still suffered peniste nt mid 

often severe pain in her 
shoulder. 

She was first called to fie 
hospital Ire an orthopaedic 
operation on March 16 1987, 
but seat home again at the last 
minute when tests for di ab etes 
proved positive. 

“They had hammered my 
chest to test my hmgs and even 
painted the arrows <m my aim, 
bat could not operate until the 
conditio* was regulated,” Mis 
Swnfcwm said. “But I ex¬ 
pected to be recalled within a 
fortnight." 

Six mouths later, she was 
still waiting to hear from fie 
hospital when she told the 
con sul tant surgeon that the 
operation would have to be 



Mrs Smokcum resting her injured shoulder at home yesterday after taking painkillers. 


delayed anyway because her 
husband had become ill with 
cancer. Mis Smokcum nursed 
him imtfl hk ifoath in Novem¬ 
ber 1988* and in February 
1989 she was offered a place 
on the stand-by list with the 
chance at surgery at two hours’ 
notice. 

The finally «im> at 
about 9am on 14 February — 


1990. Although Mrs 
Smokcum was visiting rel¬ 
atives in Weston-super-Mare 
at the time, she managed to 
return home seven miles away. 
When she telephoned fie 
hospital she was Odd to relax 
with a sandwich and a cup of 
tea to keep her blood pressure 
down. Half an bore later, the 
hospital rang back to say that 


she was too late. Mrs 
Smokcrun was forced to give 
up her job as a sales assistant 
in a dothes shop two years ago 
because of her injury. She 
takes six painkillers a day, 
and is unable to mow the lawn, 
iron or dean windows. “I 
haven't been able to have a 
bath since my husband died,” 
she said. 
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There’s do fear of New Scientist readers being 
caught off guard. 

Every week they arm themselves with the latest 
facts regarding developments in science, technology 
and the environment; news that will affect the way 
we live and the way we work. The depth and breadth 
of articles ensures that New Scientist readers are 


better prepared to meet the challenges of the future. 

Safe in the knowledge that they have the whole 
story, both sides of the argument 

If you want to look out for yourself, look out for 
New Scientist every Thursday. 
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CHANGING FACE OF EUROPE 


Kohl seeks to sell his timetable for unity 


From Ian Mmxay, Bonn 

Heir Helmut Kohl, the West 
German Cbanceflor, spells out 
hi$ timetable for reunification 
today to the Bonn Parliament 

and his Nato allies. 

He is expecting tough 
questioning from both audi¬ 
ences, but confident that the 
process towards unity is under 
way. The first meeting of the 
two Germanies takes place in 

West Berlin tomorrow to pre¬ 
pare fm their first joint session 
with the four Second World 
War allies in Bonn next 
Wednesday. 

The Chancellor is sore that 
tins “two plus four” meeting 
win inevitably lead to “one 
Germany”. 

Yesterday, he rejected the 
latest suggestion from Herr 
Hans Modrow, the East Ger- 


Brnsseb (Renter) — Nato has 
cancell e d a eomnnmkatfaiis 
ex ercis e on March 22 to 28 
becaase of the elections in 
East Germany, which the 
exercise scenario had des¬ 
ignated as a springboard fora 
Warsaw Pact attack. _ 

man Prime Minister for the 
next 10 days, to agree to a 


Poland’s western 
Herr Kohl largely blamed 
Herr Hans-Dietrich Genscher, 
his Foreign Munster, for caus¬ 
ing all the trouble on the 
question. He said that he 
would not agree to a joint 
treaty until there was an 
elected East German govern¬ 
ment after March 18. 

Herr Modrow, back in East 
Berlin from seeing Resident 
Gorbachov in Moscow, at 
least had the comfort of being 
given a standing ovation by 
the Volkskammer, holding its 
last session before the polL 
He reported that the Soviet 
Union was ready to give all 
the help it could to the freely 
elected government, that re¬ 
cognition of the present Polish 
border was essential, and that 
Moscow was opposed cate¬ 
gorically to a united Germany 
being a member of Nato. He 


was dearly upset at his treat¬ 
ment by Herr Kohl and he 
criticized the Chancellor for 
being “dodgy and double- 
speaking” on the Polish bor¬ 
der issue. He was also 
unhappy about moves to¬ 
wards economic unity. 

Despite the Chancellor’s 
promises, there had still been 
no detailed proposals on 
monetary union, he said. The 
process would take time and 
he urged people to leave their 
money in their savings ac¬ 
counts and wait 

Meanwhile, the West Ger¬ 
man opposition Social Demo¬ 
crats (SPD) have decided that 
they want a referendum of all 
tiie German people to be held 
to decide on the basis of 
reunification. 

Unlike the Chancellor, the 
SPD wants a united country to 
have a new joint constitution, 
approved by the people, rather 
than a nationwide extension 
of the present West German 
Basic Law. 

While the Chancellor will 
tell Nato that a united Ger¬ 
many win remain a loyal 
member of the alliance, the 
Social Democrats are now 
pressing for the creation of a 
new E ur opea n peace order, in 
which both Nato and the 
Warsaw Pact are dissolved 
and a new European security 
system established, incor¬ 
porating the United States, the 
Soviet Union and Canada. 

Paradoxically, support for 
the Chancellor’s ideas and his 
Christian Democrats (GDU) 
is growing in East Gennany, 
while it is perceptibly shrink¬ 
ing in West Gennany, where 
the SPD is becoming more 
popular while its huge, early 
support in East Germany is 
being eroded. 

This switch In support ap¬ 
pears to be due largely in West 
Germany to fear of higher 
taxation and social problems 
as a result of reunification, 
along with a growing feeling 
that Nato is obsolete. 

Although West German 
public opinion is still heavily 



United front: Hear Kohl, right, the West Goman Chancellor, and Heir Genscher, his Foreign Minister, joking at a Cabinet meeting in Bonn yesterday. 


in favour of reunification, 
there is mounting concern 
about the economic con¬ 
sequences and, after the Chan¬ 
cellor's stand on the Polish 
issue, there are doubts about 
his leadership. 

In East Gennany, it is Herr 
Kohl's urgency for unity 
which is attracting voters, who 
see reunification as the quick¬ 
est way to the kind of prosper¬ 
ity he personifies. 

The SPD, which is seeking 
to slow down the process — a 
new constitution will take 
some time re negotiate — is 
also suffering in the East 


because it wants to block East 
Germans from emigrating 
west 

This very point, however, is 
winning it backing in the 
West where the huge number 
of refugees is already causing 
problems. 

The SPD is also speaking 
out increasingly against what 
it sees as an Anschluss ofEast 
Germany rather than a digni¬ 
fied merger. President Gorba¬ 
chov also emphasized this in a 
television interview broadcast 
in both Germanies on Tues¬ 
day evening. “I see how many 
visitors come from the Fed¬ 


eral Republic who involve 
themselves in the internal 
affairs of the DDR already, as 
ifit were no longer a sovereign 
state,” he said. 

He repeated that a united 
Germany could never be a 
member of Nato and that the 
Polish border had to be prop¬ 
erty recognized fey treaty. 
“Lack of clarity on so fun¬ 
damental a question does not 
belong to any serious policy, 1 * 
he said. 

Herr Kohl strongly attacks 
Heir Modrow in an interview 
published today by BUd for 
delaying the introduction of a 


new decretal law, introducing 
“an economically unfriendly 
trade union law* mid for trying 
to keep “the notorious Siasi 
(secret police) under a new 
company name”. 

The fret that 110,000 East 
Germans had fled to the West 
in eight weeks showed bow 
little the people trusted the 
authorities in their country, 
Herr Kohl says. “In 10 days 
the DDR will vote. Then 
Modrow’s time in office will 
belong re the past I don't find 
it so important, what Modrow 
says now.” 

• Soviet approval: Soviet 


fears of a resurgent Germany 
are fading fist, according to a 
poll which shows that almost 
two thirds of Soviet citizens 
approve of reunification 
(Daniel Treisman writes). The 
poll, commissioned by BBC 
Newsnight and The Guardian 
and conducted by the Institute 
of Sociology of the Soviet 
Academy of Sciences, showed 
a dear majority in favour of a 
imiteH Germany in each of the 
four Russian cities of Mos¬ 
cow, Leningrad, Gorky, and 
Irkutsk, as well as in Alma- 
Ata, Kazakhstan, and Tallinn, 
Estonia. 


Lenin article boosts Gorbachov 


From Mary Dejevsky, Moscow 


The Soviet press yesterday 
published an official assess¬ 
ment ofLenin which describes 
him as a pragmatic reformer 
who was prepared to change 
course radically If circum¬ 
stances demanded. 

The article came just three 
days before the opening of a 
Communist Party Central 
Committee session that is 
likely to nominate President 
Gorbachov to fill the newly 
created post of Executive 
President 

The [ness assessment ap¬ 
proved by the Politburo, is 
intended to set the tone for 
Soviet celebrations of Lenin's 
120th anniversary in April, 
but also has more immediate 
significance It maintains that 
the anniversary should not be 
an occasion for pomp and 
circumstance but for concen¬ 
trating attention on unsolved 
problems. 

In a bid to reduce Lenin to 


human proportions, its says 
his views on the present age 
“should not, of course, be 
canonized; they need to be 
■ developed creatively, with full 
account of soda! develop¬ 
ments around the globe”. 

The report also asserts — 
boldly for a Soviet document 
— that “Lenin himself would 
have found it absurd if state¬ 
ments he had made about 
specific situations were auto¬ 
matically applied to the 
present day as the final test of 
truth”. 

Refuting both those who say 
Lenm has nothing to teach tire 
Soviet Union today and those 
who seek a Lenin quotation to 
explain every development, 
the document says it is time to 
save Lenin, the thinker, from 
the distortion and simplifica¬ 
tion of his many popularizexs. 

It also suggests parallels 
between Lenin's time and the 
present Lenin, it says, had the 


courage to acknowledge that 
the policies of ultra-cen¬ 
tralized “ wa r communism” 
were a mistake. “Despite all 
manner of predictions about 
the collapse of the Bolshevik 
experiment,” it goes on, “Le¬ 
nin mountoi a creative search 
for new concepts of socialism, 
rejecting ... simplistic de¬ 
cisions.” 

The comparison between 
Lenin's abrupt change of 
course and Mr Gorbachov's 
reform programme will not be 
lost on Soviet readers — nor 
will the personal comparison 
between Mr Gorbachov, the 
reformer, and Lenin who, 
according to the document, 
formulated a definition of 
socialism as a “social s tr uctu re 
made up of civilized members 
of a co-operative”. 

“Co-operative” ventures, 
one of Mr Gorbachov’s 
pioneering attempts to revive 
the consumer goods and ser¬ 


vices sector, have aroused 
deep resentment among Sov¬ 
iet citizens because their high 
prices are widely (though of¬ 
ten unjustifiably) believed to 
derive from profiteering. 

The publication . of the 
document at this time leaves 
Mr Gorbachov’s critics, Marx- 
ist-Lenimsts to a man, very 
tittle room for manoeuvre. 

• LONDON: Five of the six 
preconditions set by Britain 
when it agreed in principle re 
attend a human-rights con¬ 
ference in Moscow in 1991 
have not yet been met, a 
British human-rights group 
said yesterday (Andrew Mc- 
Ewen writes). 

Nine MPs and others, 
described by the organizers as 
an “Eminent Persons Group”, 
visited Moscow two weeks ago 
and found that the only 
condition fulfilled was the 
granting of freedom to mon¬ 
itor human rights. 


Andreotti stresses need for 
American troops to stay 


From Susan EDfeott^ Washington 


Signor Giulio Andreotti, the 
'Prime.Minister of Italy, told 
the US Congress yesterday he 
wanted a new Europe to forge 
closer-finks with the US and 
called for continued US mili- 
taiy presence in Europe. 

Addre ssing th e concerns of 
smaller European nations, he 
also urged that a unified 
Gennany remain firmly in 
Nato and stressed that a trans- 
Atlantic affiance was more 
crucial than-ever before as tire 
Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe undergo radoal demo-, 
cratic reforms. 

“We want to continue 
buikfinga Europe that is open 
to the world, not a Fortress 
Europe as some mistakenly 
fear,” Signor Andreotti, aged 
70, tedd the joint session of 
Congress in a 25-minute 
speech in Italian. 

He said the Europe of the 


future would be “ever ready to 
collaborate in. a spirit of true 
partnership with the United 
States, whose military pres¬ 
ence in Europe must remain 
... as a guarantee of stability 
and balance”. 

His diminutive stature at 
the lectern lacked the mag¬ 
netic presence of two recent 
Eastern European visitors to 
the United States Congress — 
Mir Lech Walesa, leader of the 
Polish Solidarity movement, 
and Mr Vaclav Havel, the 
playwright President of 
Czechoslovakia — bat he re¬ 
ceived several bursts of ap¬ 
plause during bis address. 

Signor Andreotti, who was 
re-elected last year to a sixth 
term in office, won an assur¬ 
ance on Tuesday from Presi¬ 
dent Bush that the interests of 
all Nato members, and not 
only the four major Second 


World War allies, would be 
accommodated in inter¬ 
national talks about German 
reunification. 

Italy, with other Nato mem¬ 
bers such as The Netherlands, 
Norway and Denmark, had 
expressed concern that they 
would be excluded from talks 
between the US, the Soviet 
Union, Britain and France. 

Mr James Baker, the US 
Secretary of Slate, addressed 
their feus on Tuesday during 
a meeting at the White House 
with Signor Andreotti when 
he agreed to meet all Nato 
foreign ministers on the issue 
of Gorman reunification. 

Signor Andreotti also called 
in his speech to Congress for 
US-Enropean co-operation on 
a range of issues, includi n g 
environmental problems, the 
anti-drugs campaign, edu¬ 
cation and international debt 


Italian 
flagship 
drifts off 
course 

From Richard Bassett 
Rome 

The most turbulent, and prob¬ 
ably the last, congress of the 
Italian Communist Party 
opened yesterday in Bologna 
with calls for the CommumsQ 
to follow the developments ia 
Eastern Europe, lock away 
their hammers and tickle* 
and convert themselves into 
something less dated. 

But while the communist 

parties of Eastern Europe have 
managed to dress themselves 
neatly in new dothing in a 
matter of weeks, even day* 
the Italian party is set to find 
the transformation painful 
lengthy and destructive: < 
The flagship of West Euro¬ 
pean communism, proud of 
sis history of independent* 
and respectability, has found 
the wind of perestroika blow¬ 
ing from Moscow less liberat¬ 
ing than one might hav$ 
imagined. Instead of becom¬ 
ing the perfect vehide fbj 
espousing President Gos- 
bachov’s reforms, it has cob 
lapsed into petty bickering 
and confusion. 

Only a country as remote 
from the realtor of .com¬ 
munism as Italy could possess 
a credible Communist Party 
with so many fictions aB 
proud to support their own 
variation of Marxism. 

The 1,000 delegates ga& 
ered yesterday encompass 
bourgeois champagne Marti 
ists, some diehard Statinist$ 
and a group of old anti- 
Fascists. The Comnmnijj 
Party leader. Signor Achffle 
Occhetto, has won about two} 
thirds of the party overtop 
relaunch. But the r emaining 
third is deeply hostile. - 
For a party whose vote at 
general elections has fallen 
from about 35 percent in 197S 
to barely 26 per cent todayj 
this diehard rump could easift 
break the party as a credible 
force m Italian politics should 
there be a split 
Signor Occhetre’s support! 
ers pleaded eloquently yes¬ 
terday for a new party whicS 
with a new name couldappeal 
to less traditional Communst 
voters. “We need women, ncS 
workers," one delegate.'ex¬ 



it 


Other supporters 
relaunch even demanded that 
the party Ire thrown open to 
Catholics. About 3,000 non-$ 
Communist Party members, 
inducting even a Jesuit priest! 
have pledged their support for 
a new party. » 

Not surprisingly, this pote&{ 
tial expansion of support for » 
party which ax present enjoyi 
nearly one and a half miffioif 
members is worrying to fra 
other centre-left parties. ; 

Yesterday's opening spa*# 
cbes were directed equally a( 
the “guests” from tire itaiiait 
Socialist Party. * 

Yesterday's debates spenf 
some time discussing the new 
party's name. It was. deal 
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issue is not whether to hav 
change but how. 
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Spring Gardens Number 



. Knightshayes Court the best 'English* garden style 
Christopher Lloyd solves the bulb die-back problem 
Discovering very early English garden furniture 
Enticing new perennials from China 
A Northamptonshire garden of singular character 
Victorian treasures from the Royal Library, Windsor 

Plus the usual informed coverage of architecture, wildlife, sport, 
collecting, the countryside, farming, fashion and the arts. 

COUNTRY LIFE 

EVERY THURSDAY 
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Honecker 

‘smuggled 

cocaine 9 

From Martin Fletcher 
Washington 

For nearly 20 years Mr Erich 
Honecker, East Germany’s 
disgraced Communist leader, 
smuggled cocaine to West 
Germany as part of a Soviet 
plot to undermine Nato de¬ 
fences, according to a Wash¬ 
ington Post report yesterday. 

Mr Alexander Schalck- 
Gotodkowski, the former East 
German spymaster who de¬ 
fected last December; has 
given his western debriefers “a 
horrifying picture of tep4eyd 
Soviet consp ir acy with Hon¬ 
ecker and his regime ' to 
weaken West Germany and 
the US by putting drugs within 
easy reach of American sol* 
diets”, claimed the respected 
columnists, Mr Rowland Ev¬ 
ans and Mr Robert Novak. 

Intelligence sources esti¬ 
mated Honedcer’s personal 
profit from the trafficking at 
S75 million (£46 million). 

Mr Schaldc-Golodkowski 
also controlled the country’s 
currency operations and in 
that role he is said to have 
masterminded tire laundering 


of Honecker’s ding money. 

The reports said that 
Honecker’s regime bought co¬ 
caine from l.a*in America, 
brought it into East Germany 
through the Baltic port of 
Rostock, and transported it by 
truck to East Berlin. It was 
then smuggled to East bloc 
agepts in West Gennany. 

As a secondary source, the 
report also quotes from a 
forthcoming book by Mr Jo¬ 
seph Douglass, a national 
security consultant to the 
Bush administration. Called 
Red Cocaine, it asserts that in 
1962 NUdts Khrushchev, then 
the Soviet leader, “formally, 
extended the Soviet narcotics 


operation to East European 

satellites". 


Walesa prepares to take on Janizelski 

Polish leadership giants line up 
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Poland is shaping up for the 
heavyweight battle of the 
Nineties; Lech Walesa versus 
General Janizelski for tire 
presidency of Poland. 

In theory General Wojtiech 
Janizelski, tire architect of 
martial law and since last year 
the President of Poland, 
should remain in power nmfl 
1995. Bui as therevohxtkms in 
the rest of Eastern Europe 
have gathered speed and over¬ 
taken Poland, the sharing of 
power between communists 
and Solidarity looks increas¬ 
ingly out of date. 

Now, young demonstrators 
(wearing balaclavas and in¬ 
creasingly violent against the 
police) want Sofidarity to dear 
out the communists. 

Their posters say; Ceau- 
sesen was shot, Honecker and 
Zhivkov are behind bars, but 
Jaruzdslri is President. A 
chant by crowds outside Par¬ 
liament is: “No freedom with 
Jaruzdslri.” This is the radical 
fringe. But mainstream Soli-* 
darity figures, such as Mr 
Wladyslaw Fraysniuk (Who 
used to lead the underground 
resistance to martial law in 
Wroclaw) say: “We are going 
to have a new President this 
year.” The general himself has 
indicated that he might be 
prepared to step down. “I 
would like only to ensure the 
passage into a fully stable 
democratic system,” be told a 
visitor recently. He has, in 
truth, grown tired in office. 

When he became Prime 
Minister in February 1981, his 

image was good: a patriot, and 

a thinking soldier open to 
controlled reform. Then 
events skidded out of control 
and he declared martial law on 
December 13,1981. 

He suspended, then out¬ 
lawed Solidarity, and became 


Fran Roger Bayes, Warsaw 


the bogeyman of the nation. 
After years of pointless trench 
warfare with the Solidarity 
underground, he decided that 
the communist party could 
not rule without Sofidarity 
and, therefore, the whole 
structure of power had to be 
changed. Moscow let him 
proceed . with round-table 
talks. That took a kind of 
battlefield courage. • 

Even so the general cannot 
died the martial law stigma. 
For the young,, he is a man of 
the anden regime. All over 
Eastern Europe the old leaders 


tiona! reforms are being 
drafted al present and Profes¬ 
sor Bronislaw Geremek, bead 
of the Solidarity Par¬ 
liamentary Group, promises 
that they will be ready by May 
next year. 

That could prompt new 
parliamentary -and presi¬ 
dential elections. Not every¬ 
body in Sofidarity favours 
such an acceleration. 

The economic programme 
- a tough anti-inflation pack¬ 
age and a risky move from a 
centralized to a market econ¬ 
omy — requires some stability 



Squaring up: President Janizelski and Mr Lech Walesa 
may be catapulted into a battle lor the leadership. 

have been ousted, yet the at the topi And the tension 
general stays at the top. But for with Germany also demands 
how long? 

There are a number of 

feasible scenarios for displac- —-.--— 

ingbim. The first is tbarhe militay, mayweflbe the best 
himself throws in the toweL If than for the time being. 


President Janizelski, with 
his obvious control of the 


himself throws in thetowel If 
he does not, the Sqm, the 
Polish Parliament, could force 
his hand by amending the 
Constitution to make the 

of Parliament —^fbur years 
instead of six years. There 
would then be parliamentary 
elections and a new President 
would be chosen. Constitu¬ 


te 


Opinion polls show that 
Poles would like to replace 
General Janizelski either with 
Mr Walesa or Mr Tadeusz 
Mazowiecki, -the Prime 
Minister. 

The best bet is Mr Walesa, 
though he insists that he is not 
contesting. Heh&s been on the 

political stage for a decade but 


is still only 46 and he has} 
become a mature, if some-J 
times arrogant, leader. Next, 
month Solidarity wifi stage itsj 
own congress and will choose* 
a new leadership. Mr Walesa! 
will have to decide whether be; 
wants to be the elected'chair-* 
man of a trade im«m called 
Solidarity, or the leader of the* 
vaguer Solidarity Reform,* 
Movement . » 

If he chooses the latter, then? 
he will be in a position toi 
stand in a presidential race.; 
But does he really want the* 
job? At present the former! 
shipyard electrician enjoys thej 
pleasant arrangement of! 
power without responsibility-; 
He consults frequently with* 
the Solidarity Government" 

' and with the the communists. * 
He lectures generals and! 
policemen, rceives foreign J 
politicians almost daily and* 
travels abroad in much the! 
same way as President Havel j 
of Czechoslovakia does. j 

Yet he is not burdened with I 
the daily clutter that weighs on; 

a bead of state. The post of» 
President of Poland is a very 1 
constrained one and Mr* 
Walesa’s political skin and bis! 
intuitive approach depend on j 
operating outside formal if'; 
stitutions, skating over thin, 
ieeswiftly. * 

The prize fight is not juS; 
between the two old bruises. * 
General. Janizelski, and ms| 
fromer prisoner, Mr Walesa,? 
but also between two concepts; 
of change in Eastern Europe.; 
Should power be shared wi»|j 
the communists even thoopi 
they are thoroughly dfc-j 
credited and can barely raw; 
an electoral quorum? Or hm*; 
the arguments of last year, 
favour of a stable transition. 1 
been outdated by the 
turns of late 1989? 
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Mutiny raises questions over role of Moscow as diplomats claim that fighting is continuing 


Coup leader 

r *^d ‘now ™ 






General Tanai, dead or alive. 


the country, as he insisted the 

attempted coup had been 

crushed after 20 hoars of 
fierce fighting in Kabul. - 


According to Pdistani of- provisional government, 
fidals, at least two Afghan resistance sources and Paid- 
planes boded in Pakistan with stani officials said a Soviet- 
defcdore, including some so- mule Antonov 12 transport 
nior military officials. General plane carrying several top 
Tanai was said to have es- Afghan military officers had 
eaped by military helicopter, landed in norih-west Pakistan. 

Three Afghan generals and 
four brigadiers were among at 
least 12 people on board, the 
pro-resistance Af ghan Mamin 


President Nqjibullah said in 
a broadcast on the official 
Kabul radio: “According to 
exact information, Tanai tied 


to Pakistan carrying a lot of Press said. 


US dollars with trim.” 

With hundreds killed and 
Wounded in the Afghan cap¬ 
ital, President Nqjibullah said 


Eight mutineer generals 
were reported to have surren¬ 
dered to loyalist forces when, 
they captimed the heavily 


• ■, Ins forces controlled all miK- fortified Defence Ministr y. 


tary bases in the country. 

He added: U I assure you the 
situation is normal all around 
the country. The brave Afghan 
military ibices are ready to 
pepel and neutralize all treach¬ 
erous plots.” 

However, Mujahidin 


Representatives of the Af¬ 
ghan Government in Moscow 
condemned the abortive coup 
as another a t tempt to thwart 
the Afghan peace process, and. 
denied that . President 
NajibuHah had either re¬ 
quested or needed Soviet 


guerrillas in Pakistan said assistance to crush it 
Afghanistan's important Soviet offidaU meanwhile 
Bagram air base, 50 miles declined all comment on the 


* r -\- 


north of Kabul, was stiQ 
controlled by mutinous 
props. 

Westerndiplomatic sources 
Uso said thatfiditzog between 
rival Afglran military factions 
was con tinuing in Kabul and 
two other cities. However, 
fighting with small arms in the 


was still coup attempt, a reticence l 
mutinous- - which contrasted with the 
extensive reporting of the 
die sources situation in Kabul by the 
□gbetween Soviet news media, 
ury factions At a press conference held 
Kabul and in the Soviet foreign Min- 
However, istry*s press centre, Mr Sayed 
arms in the Murataza, counsellor at the 


baphal appeared to be. dying Af ghan Embassy in Moscow, 


down. 


blamed fo rei g n intelligence \ 


■ Jets flown by mutinous services for having supported 
pilots backing General Tanai the conspirators. 


came to bomb Kabul but were 
driven offby anti-aircraft fire, 
one Western diplomat said. 

General Tanai belongs to a 
rival faction of the ruling 
People’s Democratic Party of 


He would not identify any 
particular country but, pre¬ 
sented with a choice between 
the CIA and the KGB, said it 
was highly unlikely to be the 
KGB. 


linen 


134 missing in 
Amazon disaster 

Lima (AF) — A disabled riveiboat loaded with more than 
200 people, mostly children, sm as he d into a cargo ship and 
sank in the Amazon, Peruvian police said yesterday. One 
i body was recovered and 134 people were missing. The 
Andresito sank on Tuesday night, 90 mmutes after departing 
from Iquitos, a river port 715 miles north-east of Lima, 
police said. It was carrying 209 people, including crew and 
passengers, according to dock authorities in Iquitos. 

• Police said 74 people had been rescued fry dawn and the 
body of a young gul had been recovered. Heavy rain 
hampered rescue boats and divers searching for survivors 
and bodies, they added. Most of the Andresito’s passengers 
were children, (heir parents and rural school teachers 
returning from Iquitos to Puritoyacu, a jungle village on an 
Amazon tributary, after school holidays, police said. 

Punjab Sikhs kill 19 

Qumd3garh (AF) — Sikh extremists tolled 19 people and 
wounded 38 in a rifle and grenade attack at a crowded 
market in the Indian state of Punjab last night, police said. 
At least 10 Sikh gunmen converged on the market street in 
Abohar and opened fire, a senior officer said. During the 
shooting, a grenade exploded in the middle of the market, a 
police spokesman added. He said the men were mask ed and 
.arrived on foot, and “nobody knows how they escaped” 

■ Sikh extremists have killed more than 370people in the rich 

- northern forming state this year. 

Mugger wins £2.6m 

New York—A Hariem man, shot by a policeman while mug¬ 
ging an elderly victim, has be en awarded $4.3 million (£2.6 
million) by a jury (Charles Bremner writes). Mr Bernard 
McCummings, aged 29, and an accomplice were choking 
'and beating the 71-year-old man in a subway station in 1984 
when Officer Manuel Rodriguez intervened and shot Mr 
McCummings in the back, leaving him a paraplegic. He 

- served a three-year jail sentence ami sued the policeman on 
his release. The New York Transit Authority said the award 
was outrageous, and would appeal against it 

Journalist shot dead 

Ankara — Memories of terrorism which trigge red an arm y 
coup 10 yean ago returned to haunt Turks yesterday after a 
-prominent journalist was shot dead in Istanbul (Rast 
Gurdilek writes). Cetio Emec, a leading official of ffumyet, 
the hugest setting national newspaper, was kilted in his car 
ter two gunmen who escaped in a stolen vehicle. He was the 
second public figure to be killed within five weeks. On 
January 31, Professor Muammer Aksoy, a leading jurist and 
a scholar committed to the defence of secularism a gai n st 
. istatute fondamenttiism, was shot at his home. 

Israel debate delayed 

Jttttsaktt - The Israeli Cabinet yesterday adjourned till 

Sunday the final showdown between Labour and Ukud over 

-US proposals for peace talks with the Palestinians (Richard 
Owen writes). Mr Shimon Peres, the Labour leader; 
Mmq unc fd that the Labour Central Committee would 
convene cm Monday and would withdraw from t he c oalition 
if there was by then no acceptance of the U S pr oposals by 
liknd. Israelis of all persuasions insisted yesterday t hat th e 
latest showdown was tire most severe to affect the fragile 
coafititm formed in December, 1988. 

Oil fouls Bondi beach 

Sydney (AFP)-* Bondi beach was dosed yesterday after a 
rthreomile oil spill had left stinking btack sludge alongits 
white ««»« Nearby Tamarama and Bronte beaches were 
also dosed after tbe 550-yards wide slick was dnven ashore 
by strong winds on Tuesday night. It was hoped to reopen 
Bondi and Bronte beaches today and Tamarama tomorrow. 
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after escape 

| By Mary Dtjerskyin Moscow and Om Foreign Staff 

General Shamtwaz Tanai, tbe Af g hanfcu m (PDPA) to that 
former Afghan Defence Min- headed by President Najib- 
ister linked to the foiled uibh- Mr Abdul Baqi Sam- 
attempt to overthrow Presi- andari, the Afghan Deputy 
dent N aj i b uHa h , was yes* - Foreign Minister, said that the 
terday reported to be bade in Government had offered a 
Afghanistan after flying with reward for the capture of 
hjs family to Pakistan. *= 1 *■*—- -*— * —«— 




Power play could signal 
Kre mlin change of mind 
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J President NajibuHah said He was sacked from Jhis post 
that General Tanai had fled as Defence Minis ter soon after 


tire coup attempt began on 

Tuesday. 

In Peshawar; the head¬ 
quarters of the M ujahidin .' 



. * 







President NaBbuBah, top, claims to have crushed the mutt. Below left, Mr GaMnbbin 
Hekmatyar, the Mujahidin leader allegedly backing General Shauwaz Tanai, right. 


By Anthony Hyman 

The fierce fighting during the 
apparently oiled Afghan coup 
shows tire extent of support 
for the plotters within tire 
Afghan Army and Air Force. 

President NajibuHah yes¬ 
terday declared that events 
during the coup attempt were 
“painful and catastrophic”. 
Bui perhaps the greatest loss 
for the Government is the 
abrupt disappearance of its 
hard-earned imag e as the 
fighting cruelly exposed the 
fragility of its hold on power 
as well as tbe tensions in its 
power base, the armed forces. 

Tbe ruling People’s Demo¬ 
cratic Party was increasingly 
seen as a small but determined 
group which had staying 
power against the chaotic and 
seriously disunited Mujahidin 
resistance. The survival of the 
regime since the Soviet with- 
drawal almost 13 months ago 
was partly thanks to enormous 
Soviet mifilary aid and finan¬ 
cial underpinning. But more 
than anything else, it was 
because of the performance 
and apparent loyally of the 
armed forces. 

General Shawnawaz Tanai, 
aged 39, the Defence Minister, 
had a long-standing rivalry 
with Dr NajibuHah in spite of 
his rapid promotion. 

The acute vulnerability of 


the regime to a co up was never 
seriously in question. Plotting 
coups has become almost a 
way of life for ambitious 
young Afghan officers since 
1973, when King Zahir Shah 
was deposed. Most of the 
senior figures in the Afghan 
Army and Air Force took part 
as junior officers in tire 1973 
and 1978 coups. 

This is only the latest in a 
series of coup attempts against 
the present regime. Earlier 
ones were prevented by quick 
arrests and other measures. In 
these security successes, the 
rote of KGB and WAD, its 
Aighan equivalent, was al¬ 
ways crucial 

One of the urgent questions 
now feeing Dr Najibttttah, a 
former director of the secret 
police, is whether WAD 
agents were this time collabor¬ 
ating with the plotters. The 
secret police is arguably the 
key fiiie force at the disposal 
of the regime, with 60,000 
troops and agents, motivated 
and well trained compared 
with most units of the con¬ 
script-based army. 

In December, 1989, more 
than 100 arrests were made in 
Kabul, mainly of militar y 
officers. Dr Najibullah de¬ 
clared on Tuesday that they 
would be put on trial this 
week. At the time of the Soviet 
withdrawal in February and 


March last year, an estimated 
300 army officers were 
arrested, although most were 
warned and soon released. 

This latest attempted coup 
is likely to worsen relations 
between Moscow and Kabul, 
because of the likelihood of 
Soviet forewarning of — or 
even approval for it. Given 
the Aighan armed forces'dose 
links wftb Moscow, it is 
difficult to imagine that Gen¬ 
eral Tanai and his associates 
had not made dear their 
intentions beforehand to KGB 
officers and Soviet embassy 
officials in KabuL 

It cannot be ruled out that 
the toppling of the Aighan 
President at this time might be 
convenient for Moscow. 
Without changes at the top, 
there seems little chance of 
reaching a peace settlement 
and political stability in 
Afghanistan. 

The Khalqi (masses) faction 
of the People's Democratic 
Party, which General Tanai 
represents, has long been at 
odds with the dominant 
Parcham (banner) faction). 
After the Saur Revolution in 
April 1978, when Aighan com¬ 
munists came to power. 
Democratic Party unity lasted 
less than two months, with 
Khnlqis taking over the re¬ 
gime until the Soviet invasion 
at the end of 1979. 


Tho F-gnnrt and Orion L 

prices are down by £500. 


The Escort 3 door 1.3L 




ESCORT 




From February 22nd the maximum retail prices of 
Escort and Orion L’s have been reduced by £500+ 

For this you can now get a generously equipped 
family car with; tilt-or-slide glass sunroof with louvred 
blind, electronic self-seek AM/FM radio/cassette, a 5 speed 
gearbox, tinted glass, 60:40 split rear seat back comple¬ 
mented by the seats which are trimmed in a stylish 
combination of velour and patterned doth with adjustable 
head restraints on front seats. 

You can choose a 4 door Orion L or a 3 or 5 door 
Escort L hatchback or estate car 


The choice is yours And on top of that, until March 15th, 
all Escorts and Orions are now available on 0% interest 
(APR nil). Finance plans available subject to status 
Guarantees and indemnities may be required. 

For even greater value, as part of Ford’s Aftercare 
package, every new Ford comes with one year’s free 
RAC membership. 

Now that Escort and Orion L maximum retail prices 
have come down, perhaps you should come down to your 
local Ford dealer, who’ll be happy to give you a written 
quotation on the model of your choice. 


The Orion 4 door 13L 



retail prices including delivery. Dtfivery ia IQ dealer premises with ■ 
exception of Channel Islands and kte of wight when a further charge will be made. 
tCnmpared to maximum retail price pdor to February 22nd 1990. 


For a catalogue or the address of your nearest Ford dealer call the Ford Information Service free on 0800 01 0112 

_The Escort L and Orion L. 
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OVERSEAS NEWS 


THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 8 1990 


Rafsanjani raises 
hopes for Beirut 
hostages release 


From Joan Carlos Gunmcio, west Beirut 


President Rafsanjani of Iran, 
JP a statement that increased 
“ope* for the release of West¬ 
ern hostages held in Lebanon, 
yesterday said he was con¬ 
fident that they will be freed. 
Bui there was no sign in Beirut 
that this would happen soon. 

A L ebanese source with 
access to information regard¬ 
ing the crisiS'said yesterday: 

*es, there is some move¬ 
ment, but not a angle indica¬ 
tion of an early release." 

Furthermore, it appears that 
the current atmosphere of 
optimism only involves 
American hostages. Although 
President Rafsanjani men¬ 
tioned Britain's efforts to win 
the release of the British 
captives, his assessment 
seemed to be exclusively fo¬ 
cused on the Americans. 

Since the current wave of 
promising-reports on the hos¬ 
tages began last month, there 
have been no signals from 
Tehran or Beirut regarding Mr 
Terry Waite, Mr John Mc¬ 
Carthy, Mr Jack Mann or Mr 
Brian Keenan. 

“My feeling is that the issue 
of the hostages is moving 
towards a solution," the Iran¬ 


ian leader was quoted as 
saying by IRNA, Iran’s official 
news agency. He refrained 
from making any reference to 
a timetable though the Tehran 
Times, the newspaper which 

reflects his views, has sug¬ 
gested twice that at least some 
of the 17 hostages could be 
freed this year. 

President Rafsanjani's 
words came amid fresh 
speculation in Beirut that 
Iranian officials were trying to 
contact representatives of the 
kidnappers. 

A Shia Muslim militia 
source said Iranian envoys 
wanted to “set up a mecha¬ 
nism for dialogne with all the 
parties involved” but warned 
that the entire process will 
take time, “perhaps weeks, 
perhaps months”. 

Another source within the 
Hezbollah, the pro-Iranian 
“Party of God" which is 
believed to know, if not 
control, the jailers of the 
foreigners, dismissed rumours 
about an “imminent" release 
this month. 

The source, a clergyman 
with direct access to the 
leadership of the organization. 


chuckled when asked if Mr 
Terry Anderson, the Ameri¬ 
can journalist and the longest 
held hostage, could be freed on 
March 16, the fifth anniver¬ 
sary of his abduction. 

President Rafsaqjani’s 
announcement at a news con¬ 
ference in Tehran crowned a 
series of unprecedentedly 
strong indications that Iran is 
more than ever willing to help 
solve the crisis. Western an¬ 
alysts believe that Tehran, 
which has been sending pos¬ 
itive signals on the hostages 
since February 22, is eager to 
mend relations with the West 
to reconstruct the country 
after eight years of war with 
Iraq. 

• Group's denial: A pro-Iran- 
ian Muslim group holding two 
Americans captive in Leba¬ 
non yesterday ruled out any 
imminent release of Western 
hostages (Reuter reports). 

“We win continue to rub 
America's nose with our feet 
There is not a single tendency 
for the release of hostages,” 
the Revolutionary Justice 
Organization said m a state¬ 
ment sent to Beirut's indepen¬ 
dent an-Nahar newspaper. 


Iraq-Syria row colours Bazoft trial 


By Hazhir Teimourfan 

The fete of Farzad Bazoft, the Observer 
reporter who is due to go on trial in Baghdad 
today accused of spying for Israel, has become 
the subject of a dispute between Iraq and Syria 
over which two rival wings of the Socialist 
Arab Renaissance (Baath) Party rule.. 

In Baghdad yesterday the daily Al Booth, a 
mouthpiece of President Saddam Hussein’s 
Government, accused President Assad of 
Syria of ordering his “propaganda organs to 
adopt Bazoffs cause". The newspaper said it 


did not find it surprising that Syria should 
support “a confessed Zionist spy”, a reference 
to a “confession” that Mr Bazoft made to his 
captors. 

Iraqi experts said the propaganda war raises 
fears of a stiffening of any sentence if he is 
convicted. 

Mr Bazoft was arrested last August during a 
trip to Iraq to cover local elections. He is 
known to have investigated an explosion at 
Iraq's ballistic missile research complex, south 
of Baghdad, which killed about 700 people. 


No qualms for the sole woman at remote Falklands base 



l i eutenant Beck and the camouflaged Mount Kent 
domes, (me of which is to be made into a gymnasium. 

Views and food 
are both tops 

By Michael Evans, Mount Kent, Falkland Islands 


The one woman at probably 
the most isolated of Britain's 
military outposts, Mount 
Kent in tire Falkland island*, 
is Flight Lieutenant Joanne 
Bede, aged 28 and single, who 
is in charge, of one of the 
watch-keeping that 

monitor radar information in 
the operations centre. 

“Mount Kent is a good unit 
but four months (the normal 
Falklands tour of duty) is 
enough. Eight thousand 
is a long way from home," she 
says. Home for her is at 
Reningfiain Northumberl a n d. 


She joined the RAF five years 
ago and has no qualms about 
sharing a mountain perch with 
46 men. 

The outpost, perched 
1,500 ft up on top of Mount 
Kent is bitterly cold and often 
endures gale-force conditions 
which recently lifted a Gurkha 
bodily into the air. The small 
RAF radar unit, monitoring 
the rides for Argentine raiders, 
looks down on some of the 
famous battlegrounds of the 
1982 Falklands War. Fort 
Stanley is in the distance. 

The view from Flight 
Lieutenant Beck’s bedroom is 
of a rockface but others, like 


Scsgeant Tom Sangwin, the 
senior NCO, enjoy a spectacu¬ 
lar outlook. He wakes UP 
every morning with a view 
that takes in Estanda Moun¬ 
tain, a rather bleak treeless 
valley, and Berkley Sound, 
where ships often shelter. 

When the wind is easting at 
80-90mph and the thick bands 

of low dond blanket out the 
view, the 42 men and Flight 
Lieutenant Beck of 303 Sig¬ 
nals Unit and the four male 
civilians who dare the base 
with them feel as cot off from 
the rest of the world as it is 
possible to get But no one is 

mmptfirnmg 

The reasons are difficult for 
a casual visitor to understand, 
especially when he has had to 
ascend the m^mtarn in a 
Volvo BV206 tracked, all- 
terrain nnbtaiy vehicle which 
has no respect for comfort as it 
grinds its way at lOmph up 
the often fearsomely steep and 
slippery peat trade carved out 
between the rocks and boul¬ 
ders. It takes al least half an 
hour to reach the top. 

During the conflict a small 
group of SAS men, equipped 
with powerful binoculars, 
stayed hidden in a cave just 




below the top of Mount Kent 
where a strong Aigentme unit 
was dug in, and radioed 
messages to British HQ on 
movements in Fort Stanley. 
The spot is called SAS Faint 

The Volvo driver said: 
“This may not be the top of 
the world but it seems like it.” 

Today Mount Kent is one of 
three mountain-top radar sites 
in the Falklands — the others 
are on Mount Byron and 
Mount Alice. At each the units 
count themselves lucky. First, 


they have each formed a dose- 
knit “family**, everyone 
knowing each other, as they do 
in email villages. 

Second, these isolated sites 
are considered a far better 
alternative to the huge, pur¬ 
pose-built Mount Pleasant 
garrison, 30 miles out of Port 
Stanley, which accommodates 
about 1,000 soldiers and air¬ 
men, kept apart by a “buffer” 
block of officers and sergeants. 

Also the food is better. The 
first prize in a recent charity 
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The moment you put your money into a Five 
Star savings account you start building. The rate 
of interest starts high and gets higher the more 
you save. 

If you want to get your hands on some of your 
savings, you can do so immediately. What's more, 
there is no loss of interest. 

You can take out up to £250 In cash or £15,000 
by cheque per day. Larger amounts are available 
by prior arrangement - still without penalty. 

It's easy to deposit or withdraw at any Abbey 
National branch throughout the country. With an 
Abbeylink card you. can also have round-the-clock 
access to a national network of cash machines. 

AH you need to open a Five Star savings 
account is £500. 

For more information, call in at your local 
Abbey National branch. 


Threat to ‘homelands* 
as violence spreads 


As the foundations of apart¬ 
heid crumble, violent unrest is 
sweeping Sooth Africa’s nom¬ 
inally independent. tribal 
homelands and threatening 
the imminent collapse of the 
unpopular bantustan system. 

Rioting spread yesterday 
-from Ciskei to Bophuthat- 
swana, where seven people 
were reported killed and hun¬ 
dreds wounded in dashes with 
territorial security forces firing 
live ammunition and tear gas 
from armoured vehicles. 

President Lucas Mangope 
declared a state of emergency 
in four districts. 

A similar dampdown was 
imposed in Ciskei this week, 
after Sooth African troops mid 
police intervened to protect 
government buildings and key 
installations from mobs. 

As in Ciskei, where an army 
officer who staged a coup last 
weekend is calling for reinte¬ 
gration in South Africa, tire 
demonstrators in Bophuthat- 
swana were demanding an end 
to their filusoiy independence. 

The violence flared after an 
estimated 50,000 people con¬ 


verged on a magistrate’s court 
in Garankuwa township, near 
Pretoria, to demand the im¬ 
mediate resignation of Mr 
Mangope. He has resisted calls 
for rrintigration, saying the 
patchwork of seven separate 
tracts of land which constitute 
his “nation" would remain 
independent “for the next 
hundred years”. 

Within minutes of Bophu- 
thatswana security forces ar- 


From Gavin Bell, Pretoria 

riving on the scene, pitched 
battles broke out and spread 
throughout the township. As 
police helicopters circled the 
area, a huge pall of smoke 
spiralled from bunting gov¬ 
ernment buildings, super¬ 
markets, and vehicles set 
alight as barricades. 

Homes and businesses be¬ 
longing to suspected “collabo¬ 
rators” of . the Mangope 
administration were also at¬ 
tacked. At the height of the 
clashes, a hospital super¬ 
intendent said that ltis staff 
were treating up to lOOcasual- 

Bisho (AP) — The Military 
Council which took charge in 
Ciskei on Smhjf said a 
council of state had assumed 
presidential and parliament¬ 
ary powers. The National 
Assembly and the Executive 
Council had been dissolved. 

ties an hour. Relative calm 
was reported in the afternoon, 
but the situation remained 
tense. Similar rioting in Ciskei 
this week left at least 27 people 
d ead and almost 300 injured. 
Protest marches have also 
been taking place in Venda, 
another of the four homelands 
adorned with the para¬ 
phernalia of soveriegnty. 

Ominously for its President, 
Mr Frank Ravcle, policemen 
have joined strikes by cavil 
servants and teachers. 

The unrest is spreading to 
black townships within South 
Africa, notably Katiehong on 
the East Rand and Khutsong 


Long-suffering New York 

calls in its ‘worst cahhvV 
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It takes some doing to earn the 
title, among 30.000 cabbies, of 
the worst taxi driver in New 
York. On no subject do New 
Yorkers shower more unprint¬ 
able language than on what 
passes for their taxi service. 

But the. authorities have 
pominaied Mr Vehbi Gunduz 
and are taking steps to revoke 
ltis licence. 

Mr Gunduz, aged 34, has 
notched up an unusually rich 
tally of transgressions, even by 
the standards of local ta»j 
ting. According to the Taxi 
and Limousine Commission 
(whose initials denote Tender 
Loving Care to all uon-New 
Yorkers), Mr Gunduz has 
been the subject of 88 separate 
summonses over the past five 
years and been convicted of 
breaking TLC rules 119 times. 

The infractions range from 
overcharging and reckless 
driving, to verbally abusing 
passengers and expelling them 
from his cab. His typical 
misdemeanours, said the 
TLC, include charging $15 
(£9) for conveyance between 
adjacent terminals at Ken¬ 
nedy airport and throwing the 
suitcases of unwelcome feres 
on to the road. 

Mr Gunduz has, however, a 
champion, in the shape of Mr 


From Charles Bremner, New York 


Michael Stone, bis lawyer. 
The driver, conceded Mr 
Stone, is “an individual who 
apparently has many, many 
problems”, but at least “he has 
never attacked a member of 
the public". 

That defence is accurate. 



Mr Gunduz: Signalled out 
from city’s 30,000 taxtinen, 
says the TLC, because when 
Mr Gunduz threatened mur¬ 
der recently it was against the 
person of an airport taxi 
dispatcher. 

Mr Gunduz has fallen foul 
of a crackdown ordered by Mr 

Jack- Lusk, a former driver. 


who has taken over the TLC ; 
with a brief to get tough. ’ 
Under his draconian new-, 
rules, a cabbie may now lose 4 
his licence if he is convicted * 
three times of using violence 
or harassing his passengers, ft . 
took Mr Gunduz just three * 
days to rack up the requisite 

violations. 

The driver appears today ’ 
before the “taxi court",, an..*' 
overworked institution Which ; 
metes out frontier justice to • 
wayward drivers at a paceof, 
about 400 cases a day. Among / 
recent cases that exceeded. 
even the hair- raising norm, 
one Pakistani driver indig*" 
nantly justified his assantt on; 
a woman passenger. In his * 
country, he said, “women gre! 
not allowed to speak Sa-- 
respectfully to men". 

’ Clashes of culture are at dxr; 
root of the trouble. The major* - 
rty of drivers now are nri-1 
migrants from Third World; # 
countries, many of whom 4 
have little grasp ofEngtish and * 
almost no knowledge of Near, 
York. For instance, among the; 
city's licensed drivers there » 
are 3,000 named Smg h pud 37. 
Amaijit Sin ghs Often a weak- * 
ing knowledge Of Arabic, Hn-« 
tian or Russian is required to - 
get to a chosen destination- * 
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fund-raising event w 
for two on Mount Kent 

The operational side-As 
crises on the Marconi Type97 
digitalized radar which has a 
range of about 260 nautic al 
miles, covering most of the 
distance from Mount Kent to 
the nearest Argentine air field 
at Tieira del Fuega Although ■ 
there are two goffball-cfaapod 
camouflaged radar domes at; 
the site, only one is now used. 
The other is to be turned into*' 
g ymnasium. 




in tire western Transvaal. At 
least 28 people were injured a 
Katlehong yesterday w h atnot* 
police fired shotguns to dp*, 
perse thousands of reddrats, 
demanding lower itnttflijfc 
electricity tariffs. 

• Secret wan A former Soufri 
African security T tMt9m ^ n 
has described how he and his 
colleagues waged a clandestine 
war against the African Nat¬ 
ional Congress by kidnapping 
assaulting and murdering sus¬ 
pected members and sym¬ 
pathizers of the organization. 

Almond Nofomda was tel* J 
tifying yesterday before ■ jo*'! 
dicial co mmiss ion of inquiry -• 
into tire alleged involvement: 
of covert police and mifitny; 
units in 71 unsolved murders' 
of political activists. 

His account, first oiadr in ' 
affidavits late last year, prerip* • 
itated the “death squad" son** 
dal which has led to 1 

in Parliament for tire resigna¬ 
tion of General Magnus Ma- * 
lan, the Defence Minister. ' - 

Nofomda said his first ttr- - 
get was Mr Griffiths Mxeogcv' 
a civil rights lawyer, who was 
hacked to death outride s 
sports stadium near Durban * 
in November, 1981. The of¬ 
ficer commanding the opera- * 
lion was Captain Dirk God- ■ 
zee, who has since ftedthe' 
country and joined tire ANC 
in Zambia. 

. In Nofbmda’s next mis- 1 
sion, a suspected ANC mean- * 
ber was abducted 1 from 
Soweto, severely assaulted,/ 
and never seen again. 
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US accuses 
Libyans of 
poison gas 
production 


THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 8 1990 


OVERSEAS NEWS 


Fuel barge blazes after New York blast 





The White House announced nerve gas have been manufac- 
yestoday that Libya has ®- hired at the; Rabta plant and 
aw. resumed production of that the plant is now moving 
diomcal weapons and called towards foil-scale production, 
fbr Vigorous” international West Germany has conobo- 
eflbrts to feme Colonel rated the alkgatibn. 

The Reagan Administration 
Mr Mamn Fuzwaicr, Presi- whipped up an international 
dent Bush s Press Secretary, outcry when it first learned of 
said evidence showed that the plant's existence in 1988. 
chemical weapons were being and Colonel Gadaffi was 
produced at a plant in the forced to suspend its opera- 
Lihyan ^desert near Rabta, tioos, although he insisted that 
about 60' mues south of its purpose was to rnaVt- 
Tnp(4- * • pharmaceuticals 

“Weare wry seriously con- The plant, built with the 
cemed about this develop- help ofthe West Germans and 
meirf. Rabta is dangerous, and other West European nations, 
becoming more so," he said, lay dormant for a year, but in 
“Wc have expressed our sen-. late 1989 American intern. 



concern to various' 


Removal date 


grace received reports that 
production of mustard gas had 
restarted.. 

The DIA believes it might 
have produced some 30 tons 


Bon — AH chemical weapons some jurons 

_n> k, irnMviiii °f mustard gas and possibly a 

r,. Mimr In the end of the small amount of the nerve gas 
STSrGSLS'sSlta: Sarin,™! that 




unMncedlwre yesterday flan 


tones of VX and Sara nerre m «. 

ns wQl be shipped oat by the .. . * _ , West _ German Bun- 

Unftnl States hi nHnLafe < * estags . afbirs and 

JLzJTr: economics c ommitte es have 




The Cfbro Savannah barge, carrying 
more than fear arilftow gdkws ®ff 
heating 03, boning fiercely in New 
Yak harbour after it exploded and 
broke in half while mowed at a 
petroleum fedHty off linden. New 
Jersey, shooting smoke and flames 



1,000ft inis the air and slightly 
miming the two people on board. The 
cause af the eacplasm on Tuesday, 
which amid be heard several mites 
away, was not immediately known 
(Reuter reports). Coast Goard of¬ 
ficials said the bbtze was brought 


under end within horns and there 
was only slight leakage of faeUnte the 
faarhoK. They nevertheless closed a 
10-mile section of the harbom. The 
accident happened seen after the 
barge was tended at the terminal, 
witnesses said. Oil spills in New York; 


harbour have closed part of the 
waterway at least twice since January. 
• PHILADELPHIA: A Philadelphia 
andergnmnd train was derailed in a 
hmnd daring the mondng rush hour 
yesterday, kiHfag at least three people 
and trapping another dozen. 


Zimbabwe 
throws 
Rhodes off 
the streets 

From Jan Sflath 
Harare 

The Zimbabwean Cabinet 
committee on place names, 
eight years after being ap¬ 
pointed to look into the relics 
of colonial history hanging 
brazenly from the lamp-posts, 
has finally delivered. 

Yesterday hundreds of 
workers in Harare and nine 
otter municipalities were un¬ 
screwing street signs from ISO 
main roads and replacing 
them with new ones. 

Cecil Rhodes has had his 
name removed from main 
highways of six municipal¬ 
ities, replaced variously by the 
heroes of nearly 100 years of 
black resistance against white 
rule, including Mbuya Ne- 
hanria i hanyri by the British 
in 1897 fra* leading a revolt 
against the white settlers, and 
Jason Moyo, the guerrilla 
leader killed by a Rhodesian 
bomb in Botswana in 1977. 

Mr Enos Chikowore, the 
Minis ter of Local Govern¬ 
ment, said that the rhanp* 
had been made to “eliminate 
aU offensive and objectionable 
colonial names and to honour 
our fallen heroes”. 

Inducted in the apparently 
“offensive” category are Dr 
David Livingstone and Sir 
Winston ChunchilL President 
Mugabe now has his name 
gracing the street signs in eight 
municipalities. 


V yf routefae i a for storage at a 
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special tap on Johnston cxf^ss^concenL 

;.i in j i_ <l. ptanfSo Heir Remhaid Kraemer, of 

** Wcst German Greens 

huge relief to Bun, which has 
been widely critkned for 23!? 

■nawtnir Ihrta to nuiaiu , !?■ . „ . 

Libya has repmtedhr intens¬ 
ified its efforts to buy the 
governments. The inter- chemicals required for poison 
national community should gas manufacture on the world 
step up its efforts to deny market, and Mr Rtzwater 
Libya the ability to continue called for co-ordinated inter¬ 


operating the plant. 


national action to prevent 


Asked what other steps the such purchases and to fim* 
US might take to halt the Colonel Gadaffi to dose the 
plant's operation, Mr Fftz- plant down, 
water said.that nothing was The Bush Administration 
ruled out He repealed that has lied efforts to achieve a 
answer when asked about the global ban mi chemical 
possibility of zniliiaiy acthm. weapons. 

In 1986 President. Reagan . Libya yesterday the 
ordered the bombing of Trip- allegations. Jana, the Libyan 
oli in reprisal for alleged news agency, said in a dis- j 




Libyan terrorist acts. 


patch monitored in Rome that 


• ''.-■•si 
■ 


The White Hoose statement an unnamed “official source” 
was based on an assessment at the Libyan foreign m in istry 
by the US Defence InteOi- had “disclaimed” ABC re- 
gence Agency (DIAL under- ports mi chemical weapons 
stood to say that small production in the “Rabta 
quantities ofmOstard gas and medicine factory”. 

Gadaffi dismisses 
tax cut demands 

By Ov Foreign Staff 




i7# 


An explanation of Ford’s 
new finance rate 
on Escort and Orion. 

From February 9th until March 15th you can take 
advantage of interest free credit on all Escort and Orion 
models. So you’ll find it’s never been easier to buy the car 
you want As you can see from the table. Ford Credit also 
offer a range of other finance plans, giving you a greater 
choice than ever of how to pay. 
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Thepeople of Libya gave their 
parliament a touch ofgfasnost 
- a demand for lower taxes 
and free health care — but it 
was not quite what Cbkmd 
Gadaffi had in mind. 

After the General People's 
Congress, which formulates 
policy based on the views of 
local assemblies, raised the 
issues tiie colonel res pon ded: 
“As the Americans say, there's 
no escape from death and 
taxes. I don’t believe tire 
Libyan people don’t under¬ 
stand there things, for them to 
say there shouldn't be taxes.” 

Colonel Gadaffi, pro¬ 
claimed fop jnfaHihlc leader 
by the fegrchtors earlier this 
week, entirized corruption 
and nepotism in the admin¬ 
istration. He warned them: 
“You won’t gw to paradise the 
way you are going ... if we 
cany on like this, we will be 
colonized again.” 

Two secretaries (ministers) 
resigned on Tuesday after 
dismissing the demands as 
unrealistic. The colonel took 
the administration’s side and 
attacked those who for¬ 


mulated the views of the local 
assemblies, known as Basic 
People’s Congresses, into 
resolutions. 

‘This is not what the people 
said. It’s inconceivable that 
they should show such ig¬ 
norance ... these are the 
words of certain people,” he 
said. Local assem blies had 
proposed that the income tax 
rate for the highest bracket be 
cut from more than 60 per 
cent to IS per cent 

“So you're all rich, are you? 
Thank God, there’s no one 
poor. Otherwise you would be 
saying ‘Raise the taxes, raise 
the duties’. I can't believe 
people said such ridiculous 
things," Colonel Gadaffi said. 

He mocked the assemblies 
in Zouara province for 
suggesting the Government; 
both abolish and maintain 
stamp duty. “You may well 
l au gh- It is farcical,’’ he said. 

The dispute over demands 
for free health and education 
led to a heated constitutional 
debate because in theory the 
congress cannot amend the 
decisions of load assemblies. 
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ESCORT ESCORT ORION ORION 

_ 13 L 3 door 13 LX 5 door 13L _ 13IX 

Cash Pricet (including delivery) £777800 £8579.00 £832000 £8820.00 

0% (APR nil) 

Initial Payment (Minimum 50%) £3887.48 • £428948 £415996 £441000 
12 Monthly Payments of £323-96 £357.46 £34667 £36750 

Charge for Credit £0.00 £000 £0.00 £000 

Total Credit Price £7775.00 £8579.00 £832000 £882000 

3:9% (APR 7.5%) 

Initial Payment (Minimum 50%) £388750 £428950 £416000 £441000 

24 Monthly Payments of £17451 £19257 £18585 £19808 

Charge for Credit £30314 £33458 £32440 £34302 

Total Credit Price £807814 £891358 £864440 £916302 

6.9% (apr 13.4%) 

Initial Payment (Minimum 33%) £256575 £283107 £274550 £291050 

36 Monthly Payments of £17455 £19272 £18630 £19013 

Charge for Credit £107015 £118939 £115400 £12Z32» 

Total Credit Price £885315 £976099 £947400 £1004328 

7.9% (apr 151%) 

Initial Payment (Minimum 20%) £155500 ' £171580 £166400 £176400 

48 Monthly Payments of £17053 £18017 £18249 £19345 

Charge for Credit £196544 £216896 £210352 £2229.60 

■ Total Credit Price _ £9740.44 £3074736 £1042352 010495 0 

These Low Ra Finance Plans are snb^a to credit approval and apply to Orion care and Escort cam and 
Estates regb t ered between February 9th and March 15th 1990 and which are subject to Conditional Sole 
Agreements arranged by participating Ford dealers and underwritten by Ford Motor Credit Company 
Limited. The Drive: Brentwood. Essex CM13 3AR Applicants must be over 18 years of age and credit 
worthy. Guarantees and indemnities may be required. Please note various factory fitted options and Ford's 
optional warranty (Extra Cover) are available at extra cost. 

A ^Maximum retail prices as at February 22nd 1990 including deHvery. Delivery is to dealer premises 

with exception of Channel Islands and hie of Wight when a further charge will be made. 


Iran nuclear power 

Nicest* (Reuter) — The Soviet Union has agreed to build two 
nuclear power plants in Iran, the Iranian news agracy, Ema, 
quoted Mr Mohsen Nourbakhsh, the Finance Minister, as 
saying. Mr Nouxtakhsh said the agreement was included in a 
wide-ranging protocol signed on Tuesday which also covered 
natural g» exports to the Soviet Union, buffeting of dams, other 
power statinm and ajg rkniltnral and engineering projects. 

Aquino attack Bride price 


Manila (Renter) — Mr Juan 
PonccEnrife, the Phffippises 
opposition leader accused of 
involvement in a coup at¬ 
tempt, has Named President 
Aquino's Government for ris¬ 
ing prices, devalued currency, 
energy nad water shortages, 
and widespread corruption. 

Fish protest 

Madrid — Fishermen from 
nort h western Spain arrived 
in Algeriras. to reinforce a 
blockade of southern ports by 
more than .150 vessels de¬ 
manding action against 
Morocco's “arbitrary" inter¬ 
pretation of its 1988 fisheries 
treaty with the EG 

Drugs charge 

Jakarta (A^“ Prosecutors in 
cerai^Indonesaareseridnga 
15-year prison term and a 5 
minion rupiah (£1,600) fine 
for Christine Heong. aged 25, 
a British subject, on a charge, 
of importing 2.61b of mari¬ 
juana into Indonesia. 


Kuwait (Reuter) - The Gov¬ 
ernment is offering £2,000 
grants and £4,000 in- 
cheap loans to Kuwaiti court¬ 
ing couples who many — to 
bring the non-Kuwaiti popula¬ 
tion below SO per cent lor the 
year 2000. 

Pilot strike 

Paris (Reuter) — Striking air¬ 
line pilots have grounded two- 
thirds of Air France’s me¬ 
dium-range flights and 
domestic traffic. 

Algeria poll 

Algiers (AP) — Mae than 20 
parties win contest Algeria's 
first multi-party elections on 
June 1Z 

Keeping pace 

Sun Francisco (AP)—Soppy, 
a once-lethaigic, seven-year- 
old red kangaroo at the San 
Francisco Zoo, now has a 
heart that doctors hope keeps 
her hopping with the help of a 
£5,000 donated pacemaker. 



We’ve also just reduced the maximum retail price 
of the LX to the previous L price. The price of the 
L itself has now been reduced by £500* 

Hi And don’t forget that, as part of Ford's 
new Aftercare package, every new Ford comes 
with one year’s free RAC membership. 

Supplies may become short because, in 
this case, no interest is bound to 
create great interest 

So make sure you see your Ford 

■ dealer soon. He will be happy to give 
you written credit quotations. 

■Compared to maximum retafl price prior to ftfaroaiY 22nd J9 BQl 


For a catalogue or the address of yoar nearest Ford dealer call the Ford Information Service free on 0800 01 0112 


.The Escort and Orion. 
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PARLIAMENT 


I am truly sorry, Browne tells MPs 


AS P[gwhg jrom Mr John Browne 

gSSftga waars 

E™g* interests and foe criticism 
«e select committee of Mr 
A bOire fidty to H nri ow f ins 


Browne was called at tbe start 
* motion to suspend 

s^o togy»\ tfaoBgh he denied nay 
“*™»«ate wrongdoing; he also denied 
HU* tad~hid any deliberate 

■nlFllli tiu tO rtw Hr, iv-. 

iv Be said that he was traly sorry for 
the . misery be had brought to his 

XUHi|y. 

Mr Browne said that considerable 


_ to discuss the 

. ^ , -le bad also 

rejected the option to make an earlier 
1 statement lest it should look 
to pre-empt the 


debate. In condng to a lodgement, be 
asked that the House of Gammons 
shook! pat ont of its mmd the press, 
radio and television coverage which 

had been tiwutiimglmwl iinlnm 

in the light of rtx* 

“1 re c o gniz e that seven or eight 
years ago I foiled to register property 
all my interests. Since I was first 
elected, I have tried always to apply 
all the rales of the Hone as I 
understood them, and property to 
declare my I n te nd s ", be said, add¬ 
ing: “Whenever I have spoken in 
debate I have sought to declare ray 
relevant In terests. 

“I have on occasions refrained team 
voting, as with the Barclays Bank 
Bffl, when I felt that there was a 
g steatia l confl ict with a financial 
Interest I have. 

“1 ask the Hdase to consider the 
report against that background. 

“I cannot honestly say that I am 


happy with the investigation pro¬ 
cedure.** 

He then tamed to the two com¬ 
plaints cm which tbe co mmitte e had 
recommended farther action. 

First, the matter of the SancB 
Arabian Monetary Agency. Some 
eight years ago his company Falcon, 
in which he bad declared an interest 
as a director, bad a contract with a 
Saadi agency that req ui red no par- 
Bameafary lobbying of any Mad. 

“I did not dedans an i nt erest 
became the work did not involve 
Parliament in any way. There is no 
general obligation to disclose the 
name of clients.** 

Having already declared an in¬ 
terest in his comoanv it had not 
occnred to him that rate 13(7) appUed 
to soma r ece i ve d hi the commercial 
badness of his co mpa ny. “1 hare 
di sc overed that I am not atone in tiris 
i nte rpret ati on.” The auluil l omai Httu 


hail accented this uncertainty la 

recocmimdtag that rale 13 (7)shoald 
be clarified. 

“I naturally accept entirely (he 
committee’s in ter pre tation ™ 1 
apologize for failing to disclose tint 
interest. 

“Tbe committee also determined 
that 1 had net declared the efieat 
relationship with the Saadi Agency 
became of a qaestion I asked of the 
Prime Minister in 1982. 

“1 amid not possibly hare known 
that I would be called to ask tbe 
question. It was oily a supplementary 
question. The c ommit tee accepts that 
1 was net asked to pat a qaestion. The 
committee also accepts tbe question 
male no difference to my fee.** 

He bad asked tbe question, the 
answer of which was predi ct a b le, 
became, flke most other MPs, he 
wanted to e nc ourage inward invest¬ 
ment Into tbe UK. “I accept the 


of the c o mmitt ee and 
r for the amfssfeu.” 

Second, the corqitaiat related to a 
company called Seko East and a 
busies'::man Mr Charles Ch id i a c . 
“These events relate hack approxi¬ 
mately eight years. I mast tell toe 
House I have never bad any kind of 
contiactasl or financial relationship 1 
wito him. This was confirmed by Mr 
ChHfac UmseK.” 

He (Mr Browne) wag s eek i n g only 
to back British companies that were 
facing intense foreign com p e tit i o n.**! 
had no financial interest In doing sa 
and therefore do not consider I hid an 
interest to dedare." 

had a n 
through 

_ j paid £206 a month 

for same nine months fin- general 
advice wok and banking introduc¬ 
tions. “It did not involve any par- 
fiamenfary lobbying.” After looking 


at it now, he andersteodthat toe 
relationship between Mr ChMmc and 
Seko East was so close, tint the 
c onsul t a n cy agreement with tocre- 
sbouU hare beendedared m the 


“I accept the committee's 
mem concern i ng toil and I 

My failure toduckme tfaea-- 

was dne to a wnadft s t andi n g of the 
rules which no one can foody say are 
wholly dear.” 

Indeed, a motion was before the 
H ou se hiv it tog the select committ ee to 
consider a tether definition of art- 
side interests. 

“I had no financial reason for 
Eoffing to dedare these interests and 
msrermteaded to aridcad the House. 
1 am traiy sorry for ray mistakes and 
the misery I hare canoed my family 
and the e mba rr assm ent I 


_ _ have 

to this Haase and my 


Members ‘must be seen to act honourably’ 

aLefae- 

lobbying • ; . 
on thdr Sv . v' 


Mr John Browne's acts 
and omissions did not 
measure up to his re¬ 
sponsibilities, Sir Geof¬ 
frey Howe, Leader of the 
House, told MPs when 
moving a motion to sus¬ 
pend the Winchester MP 
from the service of the 
House for 20 days. 

Speaking immediately after 
Mr Browne’s statement. Sir 
Geoffrey said that MPs would 
have listened with considerable 
personal sadness and with a 
deep sense of the seriousness of 
the situation. 

It fell to him to undertake the 
painful burden of launching ibis 
painful but most important 
debate. He hoped they would be 
able to use this melancholy 
occasion positively. 

Sir Geoffrey Howe's main mo¬ 
tion was that the House should 
endorse the findings of the 
Select Committee on Members’ 
Interests in respect of the allega¬ 
tions against Mr Browne, of 
failure to register an interest, 
and accordingly to suspend him 
for 20 sitting days, indading 
suspension of his salary. 

The Speaker (Mr Bernard 
Weatherill) selected all the 
■rnwrijiMm^ m riwif mntifln Ttw 

first, by Mr Donald Thompson 
(Colder Valley, Q would omit 
the suspension; toe second, by 
Mr Tony Bean (Chesterfield, 
Lab) would snbshnte a rep¬ 
rimand by the Speaker; the 
third, by Mr Jeremy Corbyn 
(Islington North, Lab), would 
cadi on Mr Browne to resign, and 
the fourth, by Mr Jeffrey 
B ooker (Birmingham, Perry 
Barr, Lab), would make the 
suspension three months. 

The committee's findings 
were on 10 separate counts. It 
found no substance on five and, 
on three, recommended that no 
action be taken. On two, it 
found that Mr Browne was at 
fault and had recommended 
that the House should consider 
action. 

It had referred to failure to 
dedare his interest in a payment 
to an agency of a foreign 
government. Saudi Arabia, of a 
little over S88.000. The com¬ 
mittee found that he should 
have declared both his client 
relationship and the foreign 
payment. 

It also dealt with his failure to 


register his interest in a Leba¬ 
nese company while 
ministers and officials on their 
and their diems’ behalf, al¬ 
though a payment of £1,600 — 
out of a proposed retainer of 
£2,600 a year — was made to 
him. 

The committee found beyond 
reasonable doubt that he did 
have a client relationship which 
influenced his parliamentary ac¬ 
tions and conduct as an MP and 
which should have been- de¬ 
clared or registered.’ 

“MPs must not only act 
honourably. We must be seen to 
act honourably. We must be, 
and we must be seen to be, 
above suspicion. 

“Membership of this House is 
a great privilege. It is a privilege 
that carries with it great 
responribititiesL 

“One of those is to ensure that 
any personal financial or other 
interest is so managed and so 
disclosed that it never is in 
conflict, or is perceived to be in 
conflict, with the fundamental 
obligations and responsibilities 
of a member of this House. 

“It is, in my opinion, dear 
that Mr Browne did not succeed 
in fulfilling that obligation. 

“Some seem to think that he 
deliberately concealed his in¬ 
terest. Others more charitably, 
having beard him today particu¬ 
larly, may think it was no more 
than a misjudgement or an 
oversight. 

“Either way, it most in my 
view be the case that Mr 
Browne's acts and omissions did 
not measure up to his respon¬ 
sibilities. He has today acknowl¬ 
edged that judgement and 
apologized in that respect.*' 

It was true up to a point that, 
as some said, the penalty was as 
much on the MPs constituents 
as on him, but the motion would 
not prevent Mr Browne from 
acting for his constituents out¬ 
side the Chamber. 

Suspension would mean that 
he would be debarred from the 
Chamber but not from the 
precincts of the House. Suspen¬ 
sion was. by definition, limited 
in duration and was reasonably 
well precedented. 

As many as 21 MPs had been 
suspended in the past 43 years. 

Sir Geoffrey Johnson Smith 
(Wealden, Q, chairman of the 
Select Committee on Members' 
Interests, acknowledged Mr 
Browne's apology, and his 
acceptance of the report's 
findings. 


JAMES GRAY 



¥• ■ . Y # \ *T 




Mr John Browne, MP for Winchester, and his wife, Elaine, on their way to tire House of Commons yesterday. 


“It is not a pleasant doty to 
Inquire into the personal amirs 
of a parliamentary colleague, 
and none of the committee 
enjoyed that task, so I thank my 
colleagues for their patience and 
dedication during what turned 
out to be a protracted inquiry.” 

“Our deliberations were ex¬ 
haustive but worth while, 
because I have no doubt that the 
time which we took over these 
deliberations enabled us to pro¬ 
duce a unanimous report.” 

They had been aware that 
these were House of Commons, 
not party, matters and the 
committee had examined the 
complaints in a non-partisan 
manner. 

The committee had to work 


within the clearly defined and 
commonsense rules and could 
only consider specific com¬ 
plaints relating to registration 
and declaration of interests. 

It could not go on a fishing 
expedition, nor consider mat¬ 
ters more generally, relating to 
an MPs conduct. 

The Register of Members’ 
Interests was not a gross inva¬ 
sion of privacy nor a challenge 
to an MPs honour. If an MP 
obtained a financial benefit, he 
owed it to his colleagues, the 
public, the minister or govern¬ 
ment department to disclose 
what his interests were. 

They might not influence him 
m the very least In 99 per cent 
of cases they probably would 


not but It was good sense and 
good manners to register. 

The suspicion of motives 
could be extremely damaging to 
the House, its reputation and its 
members. Tbe register in its 
present form had served the 
Commons wefl. 

MPs* outside interests bad 
continued to increase, but there 
was a suspicion in some quar¬ 
ters that they were using their 
position as MPs as a bare to 
build business interests and that 
these interests were sometimes 
concealed by bland entries in the 
register. 

He believed this was exag¬ 
gerated and the actions of MPS 
often misunderstood. But it was 


the time to look afresh at the 
scope of the register. 

Tbe select wunminuf. warmly 
welcomed the opportunity to do 
so. The committee thought it 
would be right first to complete 
its assessment on the implica¬ 
tions of lobbying, but that 
should not take too long. 

Dr John Cunningham, 
shadow Leader of the House, 
said that in many respects he 
could understand better than 
most toe misery that Mr Browne 
must be feefing. Speaking in a 
personal capacity, he said there 
was no question of Mr Browne's 
being brought before a court. 
There was no'question of his 
having done anything unlawful. 

Mr Nefl Hamilton (Tatton, Q 


intervened to say Mr Browne 
had been treated as ifhe were an 
accused, but unable to cross* 
examine, produce witnesses in 
his favour or discover what 
other papers were considered. 

Dr Ca n n i ngham said that be 
was perfectly prep ar ed to accept 
that n might have been just that 
Mr Browne’s judgement about 
his obligations was wrong. 

He (Dr Cunningham) was 
pleased that no motion to expel 
Mr Browne had been put down; 
he certainly would not have 
voted for iL “It would not have 
been commensurate with the 
nature of tbe problem, and that 
kind of judgement is for the 
electors m his constituency, not 
for MPs.” 

The rules were not onerous 
for MPs. They were a miwmai 
requirement, and probably past 
bong ready for review. 

As Mr Browne had been 
found to be in dear breach of the 
rules, and this was a serious 
matter, it would render top 
whole business of the register 
inoperable, if not a laughing 
stock outside the House, ifMPs 
were simply to take note of toe 
report and to leave tbe matter 
there. The public would not 
understand that. 

“So I think toe right comae of 
action, speaking penanaUy, 
would be to support the motion 
to exdude Mr Browne from the 
House for a period of time.” 

He also supported the motion 
calling on the select committee 
to review these matter*. Stan¬ 
dards and requirements in local 
government were already well 
ahead of the requirements 
placed upon MPs. 

He was pleased that the 
House was considering this 
matter in a mood or some 
magnanimity. “There is nothing 
worse than a sanctimonious 
mob on occasions like this.” 

It must have taken great 
courage for Mr Browne to 
apologize unequivocally and 
fulsomdy in the terms tom be 
had. He had accepted the 
commitiee’s report and, no 
doubt, would accept the de¬ 
cision of toe House 

Mr Michael Colvin (Ramsey 
and Waterside, Q favoured Mr 
Thompson’s amendment 

He said that Mr Browne had 
been pilloried unmercifully and 
unjustifiably in toe national 
press. He and his family had 
been through a living hefi, and 
had suffered enough. 


Councils 

‘should 

confess 

error’ 

Soctahst-Jed local authori¬ 
se much sup- 
in 


. the error of their ways 

_potaps return toe money 

to their ratepayers, Mr_ 

Tim Sainsbmy. Under Sec¬ 
retary of State for Foreign 

Affairs, said at questions. 

President Ortega should 

be congratulated on toe way 

that be had accepted toe_ 

election result, he added, and 


toe 


remaining socialis t_^ 

countries of Central Amenca 
and Cuba should .now horn 
free and foir elections. 

Mr Gerald Kaufm a n , 


on__ _ ^ _ 

the Government should re¬ 
sume substantial eco-. 
nomic trilateral aid to 
Nicaragua, and monitor 
the progress of the new regime 

to ensure that the un- . 

rivalled achievements oFtoe 
Sandinistas in health and 
ffipratinn wag maintained. 

Scrutineer 

Tailed’ 

The independent scru¬ 
tineer appointed for toe re¬ 
cent elections in toe 
Transport and General Work¬ 
ers' Union had failed to 
keep charge oftoe votes at all 
times. Lord Tre^gorne, 

Minister ofState for Trade, 
said during question time 
in tbe House ofLords. 

Questioned by Lord 
Wyatt of Weeford (Ind) about 
action the Government in¬ 
tended to take in relation to 
breaches of toe regula¬ 
tions. Lent Trefeane said 
that any union member 

dimbnedwifo the handbag 

oftoe election had remedy 
through the certification of¬ 
ficer or tbe courts. 

Economy vote 

An Opposition motion 
condemning tbe Govern¬ 
ment's economic failure 
was rejectedon Tuesday night 
by 285 votes to 227— 
Government majority, 58— 
and the Government 

commending the. 
Administration's policies, 
agreed. 

New peer 

Lord PleldlKMMt of Gos¬ 
port, formerly Admiral of the 
Fleet Sr John Fiddhouse, 
Chief of the Defence Staff; 
was imrodneed into the 
House of Lends. His support¬ 
ers were Lord Lenin and 
Lord BramalL both also for¬ 
mer defence chiefs. 

Parliament today 

Cobiumbs (2J0): Ques¬ 
tions: Agricuhnre, Fisheries 

and Food; Prime Minister. 
Food Safety Bill, second 


Lords (3): London Under- 
Hind (Safety Measures) Bin, 
second reading. Pensions 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) 
toll and Civil Aviation 
Authority (Borrowing Powers) 
BiD, committee sta ges. 
Government Trading Bill, 
second reading. 


House of Fraser takeover 


Opposition accuses Ridley of abandoning the public interest 


MPS on both sides expressed grave 
concern at toe decision of Mr 
Nicholas Ridley to take no further 
action in tbe House of Fraser 
takeover case. 

Tbe Opposition spokesman re¬ 
ferred to fraud on a grand scale and 
accused Mr Ridley of abandoning 
the public interest, expressing sur¬ 
mise that the Secretary of State for 
Trade and Industry had made only a 
brief statement about tbe 750-page 
report. 

Mr Ridley, attaining his three 
main responsibilities, said that first 
he had to decide whether to publish 
tbe report. That be had now done, as 
soon as possible after he had been 
informed by the prosecution author¬ 
ities that they had withdrawn their 
objections to publication. 

“Second, I had to consider 
whether to apply to the court to 
disqualify any director under Sec¬ 
tion 8 of tbe Company Directors 
Disqualification Act, 1986. I have 
concluded that it would not be in the 
public interest to do so. Anyone who 


reads tbe report can decide for 
themselves what they think of the 
conduct of those involved. 

“Third, I also have responsibility 
for decisions on whether to refer 
mergers to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. That respon¬ 
sibility was fully discharged by my 
predecessor (Lord Young of 
Graffham). 

“He had six months from July 
1988 in which to consider toe 
finding of the inspectors' report and 
decide whether to refer the matter. 
He concluded in November 1988 
that a reference to the commission 
would not be appropriate. 

“The House of Lords held that 
that was a proper decision. I cannot 
reopen the decision taken at that 
time. We have since taken steps in 
toe Companies Act, 1989, to mAg it 
a specific criminal offence for any¬ 
one knowingly or recklessly to 
mislead the competition authorities. 

“No other matters require action 
from me. 1 have passed toe report to 
all those authorities concerned with 


enforcement and regulation so (hat 
they may considered whether to take 
action under their various powers.” 

Ms Marjorie Mowlam, Oppo¬ 
sition spokesman on the City, 
expressed astonishment that, on an 
issue of this importance, Mr Ridley 
had made a statement of under two 
minutes. They were talking about 
fraud on a grand scale. 

It was extraordinary that toe DTI 
was taking no action despite the 
conclusions of the 750-page report 
that the Fayeds “dishonestly mis¬ 
represented their origins, their 
wealth, business interests and their 
resources to toe Secretary of State, to 
the Office of Fair Trading, to the 
press, to toe House of Fraser board 
and to their advisers." 

Was Mr Ridley seriously telling 
MPs that there was to be no action 
against the Fayeds themselves, the 
supporting cast, the bankers in¬ 
volved, toe solicitors? 

Was no action to be taken against 
anyone who was engaged in the 
perpetration of, according to toe 


report, a “massive fraud” against 
this Government? 

“Now we know that the deal was 
cleared by toe then Secretary of Stale 
in ooly 10 days when the allegations, 
now found to be true, were known to 
him and were made with consid¬ 
erable vigour at the time. What is the 
explanation?" 

Why was there no acknowledg¬ 
ment m Mr Ridley's statement oftoe 
final responsibility that bis depart¬ 
ment must cany for clearing this 
fraudulent takeover? 

The Secretary of State had dearly 
abandonned the public interest, not 
just by his failure to act, but by the 
manner of his doing so in his 
pathetic statement. 

Mr Ridley said that any question 
of criminal prosecution was a matter 
for the Attorney General, who had 
decided that no prosecution should 
betaken. 

As for the other people toe had 
mentioned, the report had been sent 
to tbe Law Society and to the Bank 
of England. Those were the regu¬ 


latory authorities. “It will be up to 
them to decide whether they wish to 
take any action.” 

Mr Pan! Channaa (Southend 
West, O, a former Secretary of State 
for Trade and Industry, asked why 
Mr Ridley had come to the condu- 
sion that it would be unwise to use 
his powers of disqualification? How 
would disqualification work in this 
case if those criticized in the report 
were now disqualified? 

Mr Ridley said that under the 
Company Directors Disqualifica¬ 
tion Act he conkl apply to the court 
for a disqualification order. “1 have 
considered it very carefully and have 
concluded it would not be in the 
public interest to seek such an order 
in this case.” 

The provisions oftoe Act were not 
intended as a punishment but as 
protection of the public. 

Sir David Seed (Tweedale, Ettridc 
and Lauderdale, Ub Dem) said that 
if Mr Ridley continued to take no 
action, he was condoning a money- 
laundering charter that was capable 


of being used by any mafia or offer 
international drug operation. 

Mr Nonna Tebbit (Cfringford, 
C), a former Secretary of State for 
Trade and Industry, asked if Mr 
Ridley could direct MPs to any page 
of the report in which criticism was 
made, or culpability alleged, of the 
Director General of the Office of 
Fair Trading, whose advice min¬ 
isters at DTI ux>k,(H'ministers at the 
DTI? 

Mr Ridley said that nowhere in 
the report were there any criticisms 
of toe Director General or ministers. 

Mr Tony Nelson (Chichester, C) 
asked why was it not a serious fraud 
to lie about who was taking over 
from whom. 

If the criticisms in the report (fid 
not provide sufficient justification 
for action, it must, surely make 
mockery of much of company law. 
Some divestment was needed, rather 
than taking people off toe board. Mr 
Ridley should make it hurt where it 
did hurt 

Mr Ridley said that the OTP and 


the Serious Rand Office were 
responsible for deddins whether to 
prosecute and had derided not to do 
so. “I cannot go beyond my powers 
in this matter.” 

There were some lessons for some 
of the authorities, particularly in the 
City, which he hoped would be 
learnt. 

Sir Peter Tapoefl (East Lindsey 
Q said that the Secretary of State 
was the regulatory body who con¬ 
trolled the behaviour of dheS 
and companies. He was astonished 
toat Mr Ridley was not taking action 
to disbar toe directors of toe House 
of Fraser. 

Mr Pete- Share (Bethnal Green 
and Stepney, Lab) said that MPs did 
not understand what conceivable 
mattere of pubhc interest pre vent ed 
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Labour ‘cannot be trusted on defence’ 


obonr Party's hostility to 
wwal of special powers to 
t terrorism was sharply 
ed by Mr Iterid Wadding- 
e Home Secretary, doing 
tight debate on Tuesday, 
re MPs voted by 227 
to 136 — G o vernment 
ty, 91 — for an annual 
o ( » tfw iin «» rite Prevention 
rorism (Temporary Pro- 
i) Act, be said that on 
s of defence from without 
un toe Opposition could 
trusted. 

sowers, allowing for ter- 

r ■ f rev 


up to seven 


without 


a democracy” by_Mr Ray 
ttersky, 

iltesauut on home afters. 
it. said that the Government 
I chosen to go ahead with tbe 
iev despite the feet that it 
£ed a de ar brea ch of toe 
mpesa Convention on Hu- 


fee debate, Mr 
a**™.™ said thatdnrn* 
the ratios bmlwrt- 
62 further kflUngs in 

Ireland, fadndmg the 


murder of 23 members of tbe 
security forces. There had been 
toe attack at Deal, in which II 
soldiers had been murdered, and 
other incidents. 

“Irish repubBcau tenu ri s m 
continues to pose a deadly threat 
to the armed forces and mem¬ 
bers of toe public alike. The... 
Act forms an essential port of 
our defences against that 
threat.” 

He was asking tbe House to 
renew the powers to hold terror¬ 
ist suspects te up to seven days 
because it was crucial to the 
operational effectiveness of the 
police in these difficult cases. 

“The Act has been in exis¬ 
tence far 35 years. We are 
certain that wi tho u t it the work 
of the security forces in counter¬ 
ing terrorism wozdd have been 
more difficult ami less effective 

and that fee appalling toll of 
casualties would have been 
greater stifl.” 

“As tone goes by, we are more, 
not less, resolved, to defeat 
terrorism. Any sign that the 
determination of the citizens of 
fee Uaited Kingdom who befieve 
in fee rale of law is weakening 



Mr Waddington: Act is an 
essential part of our defence. 

win serve only to encourage 
those who respect neither law 
nor democratic government.” 

For many years, the Oppo¬ 
sition had recognized this and 
had voted each year to renew the 


legislation that they had in¬ 
troduced. Then, suddenly in 
1982, they had changed then- 
minds. In so doing they had lost 
any claim to be considered 
responsible. 

Mr Hatters ley expressed 
support for tbe Government's 
determination to defeat terror¬ 
ism, but said that Mr Wadding- 
ton had not told them bow the 
Act helped in that campaign. 

The European Court of He- 
man Rights had judged that to 
d et a in a suspect for np to seven 
days without charge and without 
judicial review was in breach of 
the European Convention on 

Hhhwiw Bi ghltt- 

N itf w irtm hmihig dear 
breach, the Government had 
chosen to go ahead with its 
policy. The judgement of the 
coart was reason enough to vote 
against the order. So was fee 
power which amounted to in¬ 
ternal exile. Exclusion orders 
were inc on sistent wife tbe view 
that Northern Ireland was an 
fetegral part of the UK. 

These were emergenc y pow¬ 
ers. They were intended to be 
temporary. They were meant to 


meet the special emotions and 
dromstances of the Birming¬ 
ham public house bombings. 

Last year, 163 men and 
women were detained pnSer 
them. Only 19 were prosecuted, 
and 8 of these for offences not 
concerned wife Northern Irish 
terr ori sm. In 144 cases there 
was not even (he evidence to 
bring a case to coart. 

The Act was intended to 
create the fllnskm of tongb 
action. It was exemplary and 
declaratory rather than nee. 

essary, and intended to allow the 
Home Secretary and his ilk to 
make perorations bereft of logic 
and content. Very often the Act 
was being used for purposes that 
could be met wholly by fee 
common and criminal law. 

People should not be detained 
for seven days without charge 
when fee police coaid not dem¬ 
onstrate reasonable groun ds for 
suspicion that they had commit¬ 
ted or were about to ■niniit am 
offence. The Act was intended to 
provide that unacceptable 
power. It was unacceptable for 
that reason and he wtntid vote 
against H. 


Hurd rejects Tory’s appeal 
for lifting of sanctions 


An appeal by a Conservative 
backwscfaer for the lifting of all 
sanctions by Britain on South 
Africa was rebuffed by Mr 
Denglas Hmd, the Foreign Sec¬ 
retary, at question time. 

He told MPs: “We w fflmara - 
tain our policy , of encourage¬ 
ment and pressure cm the South 
African Government to bring 
about an end to a p artheid, 
giving a measured response to 
progress as it occurs”. 

The appeal was made by Mr 
John Cuttle (Luton Norm, C), 
who went on to ask whether, it 
government policy to give 
avers' money to Mr Nelson 
_ind fee African Nat¬ 
ional Congress (ANC). 

Many Conservative MPs 
would find feat policy “some¬ 
what repugnant because the 
ANC was still in favour of the 
armed struggle aod Mr Mandela 
still rejected the lifting of sanc¬ 
tions which would create the 
conditions whereby peaceful re¬ 
form could take pace. 

Mr Hmd replied feat the 


SOUTH AFRICA 

Government was eonsuHmg 
MPs on whether to set up a 
public body, outside govern¬ 
ment, to help support groups or 
parties in South Africa, and in 
Eastern Europe, in the move 
towards democracy. 

Its emphasis for South Africa 
wasonpeaceful dialogue to help 
to get that going 
Mr Donald An der s en, an 
Opposition spokesman on for¬ 
eign affairs, described as one of 
Mr HimTs crosses” the percep¬ 
tion among allies and; in Africa 
that the Prime Minister shared 
the view'of Mi-Cariisle.. 

With the memory of his 
troubles at Dublin still fresh, 
would he not try topenamde her 
to flive a dear undertaking that • 
“we shall not break any more of 
oar legal international, obagn- 
trons in respect of sanctions”/ 

. Mr Hwtfc We have broken no . 
ipwrions. xt would be. 


stupid to do otherwise i 
take feu measured an 

nntahnlwKma all 



done. 

it wise to go further a 

SDTV1P IPf (hmilinai - ' ■ 


wild be^nAtoSJSXJS 

further on sancfeSsS?^ 
policy 

nca until . he had tad w 

onno,1m ' ,v of speakingto M? 


wasu said that ft 
Mmster had already in 
Man d el a to dimi^ ^ 
Wration in Sooth Afi 
her. He wasencounun-d 
of the answers Mr Man 

mven flat feat irri fftf 
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Win a store and lose a name 


I t is not the shortest entry in 
this year's Who's Who, but it 
may well be the one with the 
greatest number of unstated 
dramas and unanswered 
questions reverberating behind 
the curt minimum of disclosure. 
.Yet controversy raises its bead 
even in the four brief tines of the 
volunteered history ofMohamed 
Fayed, listed under the name 
“Mohamed Al-Fayed”. The entry 
claims that he was bom in January 

But official records in Egypt 
indicate that he was bam four 
years earlier, according to the 
monumental 752-page report — 
published yester da y by the 
Department of Trade and In¬ 
dustry — into the facts surround¬ 
ing Mr FayerTs acquisition of 
Harrods in 1985. 

■ What xt a tycoon in hrs prime 
has been modest about his age? A 
man is only as old as he feds, and 
arguably be is asriefa as he feds as 
wdL Mr Fayed is in a position to 
fed rich beyond the wildest 
dreams of most of us. But the 
report casts doubt on far more 
than his date of birth. It gives 
official endorsement to many of 
the doubts so insistently circulated 
in recent months by Mr Tiny 
Rowland over claims which Mr 
Fayed and his brothers, Salah and 
Ali, have made about their origins 
and their wealth. 

A colourful and exotic life- 
history, founded on a series of 
misleading statements and breath¬ 
lessly embroidered by gkmour- 
mongering in seme comers erf 
Fleet Street, has been tom to 
tatters, and replaced by a tale less 
glamorous, less creditable, but at 
least as colourful. In places it is 
still deeply obscure, and may for 
ever remain so. 

Whatever private chagrin the 
owner of Hanods may fed over 
the report's conclusions, he is not 
one to rage openly. He is used to 
feeing tiie world with a smila, 
which may sometimes become 
tight, but is seldom in public seen 
to.vmnsh from his lips. In private, 
it can be different. The report 
describes how the made slipped 
one day in ]984when according to 
Sir Edward du Gann he became 
"another man... foul-mouthed 
and vindictive**. 

The way things have tamed out, 
Mr Fayed can afford to leave rage 
to Mr Rowland, even though in 
many ways the report vindicates 
Mr Rowland, in ms passionately 
tenacious and immensely expen¬ 
sive vendetta against the Fayed 
brothers over their acquisition of 
'he House of Hriiser, which owns 
Harrods. The inspectors conclude 


■IHBHTHE T1MESBH1 

PROFILE 


ALAN WELLER 


MOHAMED FAYED 


Bom Alexandria, eldest of ttvw sons of teacher 
1953; Wori« in SaudB Arabia as employee of Adrian Kashorajl 
1»4s Marries KashoggTs sister Samira, one son, Emad (“SodT) 
1958: Formation of first recorded Fayed company In Alexandria 
1964; Harbour works in Haiti. Absconds with $1001100, according 
to report 

197& Joins board ofTiny Rowtand’&Lonrho (now using the name 


; Buys How Rta, Paris, marries Ms Finish second wtfe HeM 
at about this time (four children) 


1987: Goii^mnit sets up inquSy MoacS^tor^fHouM of 
Fraser 

1989: Leaked extracts from Inquiry report printed by thaOhswwr 


that the brothers could not have 
mounted such a large bid at the 
time from their own re s ourc es, 
and that they failed to disclose the 
true source of the £61Sm used in 
the bid, as they should have done 
under City rules. 

_ If Mr Rowland had not per¬ 
sisted in the rarnipgf g p which hag 
entertained the City for so long, 
tins might never have come out. 
But this is a fruitless victory for 
him, since he is left no nearer to 
his main object, .which was to 
reopen the battle for Hanods that 
be lost in 1985. 

Mohamed, the eldest of the 
three brothers, is a man of many 
secrets. He moves inconspicu¬ 
ously between the 10 or so homes 
he owns in five co un t ri es, and 
rigorously avoids publicity. Until 
he secured control of House of. 
Firaser, he made little public mariq 
ami probabty preferred it that way. 
As soon as the hmetight picked 
him out, reporters were supplied 
with a few details; sketching the 
image of a long-established dy¬ 
nasty of cotton and shipping 
barons, with international in¬ 
terests capable of ge nerating cash 
and to spare for the Hairods bid. 

As pressure for more infbtina- <■ 
tion continued, the family 
dropped more and more hint*, 
filling oat the picture and making 
it more circumstantial, and there¬ 
fore easier to check. Two wholly 
incompatible biographies progres¬ 
sively took shape. One was of a 
dynasty used to hobnobbing with 
sultans at the Ritz in Paris, with 
extensive interests in land, in¬ 
dustry and luxury holds, and a 
score of ships. The boys had 


British nannies and Mohamed 
was sent to the British-admin¬ 
istered Victoria College in Alexan¬ 
dria, where “he -was caned and 
stuffed full of cr um pets by Ox¬ 
bridge-educated masters”. 

The alternative biography 
emerged as reporters began to 
check the record at sources Tire 
report finds that as tire truth came 
- out,the brothers sought to obscure 
the fids with threats of legal 
action and personal attacks on 
reporters. 

T he truth is that their 
father, Mr Ali Ali Fayed, 
was a primary school 
teacher, living in a poor 
quarter of Alexandria in 
a lane described as “extremely 
dark and narrow and tmpaved”. 

After leaving the ordinary local 
school, tire young Mohamed 
worked as a sewing maohfn* 
salesman at a salary of less than 
£10 Egyptian a month. But he was 
soon taken tip by Mr Adnan 
KashoggLfben breed in Alexan¬ 
dria , but planning to open a 
furniture import company in 
Saudi Arabia. Mohamed was put 
in dulge, and became, in Mr 
Kashoggi’s words, “tire star of the 
business”. He also married the 
boss’s sister, Samira. 

In 1957 Mohamed and Mir. 
Kashoggi parted company (the 
marriage -did not survive tire 
business breath). Fir from suffer¬ 
ing from tire upheavals in Egypt in 
the Nasser years that followed, as 
he claimed, Mohamed was wdl- 
placed to take commercial advan¬ 
tage of them. Later he moved to 
Dubai, in tire lucrative role of 
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middfeman between the sultan 
and British contractors. 

Sometime in the 1970s he shed 
four birthdays and added the 
prefix “A1-” to his name. Salah 
and Ali shed eight years and 10 
years respectively at about the 
same-time, but only intermittently 
adopted the prefix. Mohamed 
explained to an American court in 
1986 that “A1-” was a title 
denoting the head of the family. In 
feet, it denotes nothing of the 
kind. According to one British 
journalist, the brothers operate as 
a team: “Mohamed makes the 
money, Ali manages it, and Salah 
spends it." 

Perhaps the most « gnffi«>nt 
contact was made m about 1983, 
when Mohamed became a nego¬ 
tiator for the Suhan of Brunei. By 
now, be was a wealthy man by 
most standards, but tire suhan was 
one of the richest ™n in the 
world. The inspectors became 
convinced that it was through 
MohamwTs links with him that 
the Fayeds able, in 1985, 

to find tire hundreds -of nrilKnna 
needed to buy House of Fraser. 

Why the Fayeds were so un¬ 
thrifty in their romancing is a 
mystery. If suspicions had not 
been raised by the easily disproved 
untruths about their early lives, 
doubts about more recent events 
might never have gained currency. 
As a tale of enterprise and 
opportunism, the true stray is fer 
more remarkable than the false 
one. A reporter who has seen 
Mohamed at home and speaks 
highly ofhis devotion towards his 
young family, says: “lfhe had told 
tire troth about his origins frankly 
from the start, I would have felt it 
did him all tire more credit” 

Probably the brothers felt im¬ 
pelled by the outsider’s need to 
impress, and did not appreciate 
how bright a glare of publicity 
would fall on them after the 
Harrods deal. Mr Rowland, was 
also an outsider, who had suffered 
from tire prejudice ofthe British as 
a young man of German origin in 
the war, and has worn tire chip on 
bis shoulder ever since. Both sides 
must have seen' ownership of 
Hanods as a symbol of success 
and acceptance. 

The greatest irony of all is that it 
was tire distaste of ministers and 
the Monopolies Commission in 
1984 towards tire outsider Mr 
Rowland, with his un-British ve¬ 
hemence and buccaneering tenac¬ 
ity, that sidelined his bid for 
Harrods, and left the way open to 


rivals of a different caste. 

George Hill SoM to the man with the smile: Mohamed Fayed outside Harrods, the symbol at success and acceptance 
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A flavour of 
old Russia 




.. r •' ' V . * 
1 


It is the wine drinker's dream: 
top quality vintages made in 
the Crimea and once destined 
fra tire table of tire tsar. Saved, 
surprisingly, by order of tee¬ 
totaller Joseph Stalin, they 
were later concealed from 
Hitler's storm troopers. Now 
they are destined fra the wine 
sale of tire century, taking 
place at Sotheby’s, in London, 
on April 2. 

- Thirteen thousand bottles, 
mostly dessert wines, will 
serve as a poignant curtain- 
raiser to a sale in the same 
week of a dossier detailing the 
circumstances of the Ro¬ 
manov family’s murder. 

Red port, the official drink 
of the tsar, will be sold in lots 
of three, offered with esti¬ 
mates of up to £3,000. La- 
crezna Christi, 

described by * 

Mr David " V /T»T 
Molyneux- t 
Berry, Soth- 
eby’s wine 
expert, as "nn- 
beHevable” to 
taste, win be 
offered in simi¬ 
lar quantities 
for £450 to 
£900. - 



All are ot Sarah Jane Checkland SS* 8, 
fered in their ^ney were the 

original bot- best _ I have 


ties, 60 of them emblazoned 
with the tsar's seaL The over¬ 
all estimate is £500,000, but it 
could go much higher. 

Why axe the Russians sell¬ 
ing? They need the bard 
currency. Also, staff at the 
present-day Massandra win¬ 
ery want to establish a 


. “They were the 
best I have 
ever tasted.” He believes that 
because of the painstaking 
care taken over tfarir manufac¬ 
ture it would be “commer¬ 
cially suicidal” to try to 
produce their equal today. 

Tire cellar at Massandra was 
walled up by the White Rus¬ 
sians during tire revolution, 


capitalistic price scale for their but found by the c o m m u n ists, 
products on the world market, who decided to continue 


and to use the money to buy 
new equipment. 

Mr Motyneux-Berry first 


production. They employed a 
master named Yegerov, who < 
had learnt his skills from 


hard about the existence of Golitzin, His grandson, Yuri, 
the winery 15 years ago, is wmemaster today. 


through a tip-off from a 
bureaucrat Negotiations for a 
sale were difficult and pro¬ 
tracted — he endured a pro¬ 
longed initiation rite drains 
which his hosts took out 
inferior wines and asked 
“What do you think of these?" 
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In 1941, apprehensive 
about the advance of the; 
Germans, the staff at 
Massandra removed thou¬ 
sands ofbottles, one by one, to 
safe places throughout the 
Soviet Union. The rest was 
emptied into the sea ax Yalta. 
Thai, as the tide of war 
turned, tire entire stock was 
brought back, and small 
quantities were consumed at 
the Yalta talks between Chur- 
ghitl, Roosevelt and Stalin. 

Mr Molyneux-Beny is mys¬ 
tified why Massandra con¬ 
tinues today to produce wine 
“as though for God”, although 
he suspects it might be fortify¬ 
ing the spirits of some of the 
2.5 millio n Soviet citizens 
Dated every year at tire 
Crimea’s sanatoriums. 


— but gradually be pieced 
together tire strange history of 
tire place. Until the last cen- 
tnry, tire south coast of the 
Crimea was virtually inacces- 
sflrie to travellers, being cut off 
by mountains. Then, in the 
1820s, Count Mikhail 
Worontsov, a governor of tire 
area, constructed a road over 
the mountains, and bnOt his 
holiday home there. An esti¬ 
mated 20,000 serfs died bring¬ 
ing t ho u s a n ds of tons of Made 
earth down from the moun¬ 
tains to form the foundations 
ofhis palace. 

In tire 1890s the tsar, Nicho¬ 
las D, built Massandra, the 
imperial vineyard, in the area 
and employed Prince 
Golitidn, tire pioneer of Rus¬ 
sian champagne and fortified 
wines, as 
7 wmemaster. 

It is this pal- 
ace which is] 
the source of 

A weekly 

lOOK at When Mr 
- Molyneux- 

11115 Berry was 
ait WOlid allowed to 
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square but navar diagonally. You BMiat add thavalua of 
aoch square to your running total aa you go, but you 
cannot coBect more than ntaia numbers on any attempt 
What laths lowest total which can ba attained? 


of the Mind 


# Round Three of the Tournament helps you 
^ on the way to winning £5,000. The winning 
^ school wins a computer. 

0 The Collins English Dictionary and the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica are the only 
reference works to be used. 


5 3869 
68 6 75 
7 99 36 
52447 
4 15 8 2 


At a highly exduriva night 
dub the snfrancs fee is bi fufl 
pounds only. The nightly 
takings ware £7,777. More - 
than 12 and less than 100 
people attended. How many 
cu s tomer s were there raid 
What waa the en tr a nce tee? 




1. Which EngHati city was 
chosen by the Romans as 
headquarters of the 20Mi 
legion? 

2. What is the largest living 
mammal? 

3. Which religious 
movement was founded hi 
Persia In the third century 
AJ). by Marti? 

4. Which Japanese 
em peror waa the 124th dhect 
descendant of Jimmu? 

5. Which Engfish 


bn this puzzle you j- 

have to find the way \ 40 

to reach “F”, in the J_ 

top left-hand comer. 

The letters and j 5R 

numbers in each !- 

square are highly 
significant to w 

permitted ; 

movement Start on 
the bottom Bn a, on 
any of the six p 

squares, but only 3U 

one square logicaBy _ 

reaches “P. If you 

land on the base of an j 211 

arrow you must «... — 

foBow it to its poinL 

Upon which square 

must you start? 


Cut out this coupon and keep your answers 

untfl Round 20. Answers wffi be accepted 
only on coupons published In 77w Times 



Four longer words, wMch are d die names of birds, can be formed by adding the smaH words r~ "l”” 1 "F?. _ . 

togathor. You mustuae aB the amdi words only one*, The four long words comprise one ItMottar mraiscapepaintar.whodtad 
word, two seven-letter words and one 11-id ler word. Wh a t are the four longer words? in San Remo, Italy, gave a 

- series of drawfno lessons to 

WALL THROAT TAIL GALE IN NIGHT GAD PIN BLUE Queen viSSaSwe? 
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Answer 3- 
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Answer 1- 
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.... Answer 5. 


CHEAPER MOTOR INSURANCE 





Direct Line Insurance, The Royal Bank of Scotland 
Group's friendly and efficient irsmnee company, has 
already saved money for hundreds of thousands of 
customers by deaSqg dfrect 

We'd Dte w do e»cdy the same for you. 

You can have an instant quotation by 'phone, or. if 
you're not yet ready to renew, weU hold your details and 
send you a personal quotation newer the time. Etherway, 
your quote wffl be valid for three months. 

So for an hgtarequotatkxLor i mme dia e cover, call us 
uxfey-weVe open until 8pm. Or. if you prefer, compte 
and return the coupon. 


*V%-4 . 


(LONDON) 

Ol -686 2468 

f Phone anytime Sam -8pm weekdays, 9am -2pm Saturdays; 

041 -226 246 


(GLASGOW) 


-T: 1 -Ji _ ly 



A meniber of The Royal Bankof Scotland Group 

Dkca Line Insu-ance p*c. Dirca Lire House, i bfrfcjge Road. Croydoa Surrey CR9 IAF. 
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DIARY 

Alan Hamilton 


W hile unable at this stage to solve the 
great remaining mystery of British 
intelligence scandals ana name the 
fifth man, I can shed some new light on that 
former Times Spanish Civil War cones* 
Pendent and self-proclaimed KGB general, 
Kim Philby. After his defection to Moscow 
in 1963, Philby; according to many ac¬ 
counts, enjoyed high status in his new 
ho meland He hims elf liked to spread the 
story that he was already a KGB colonel at 
the time of his defection, and was later 
promoted to general But the myth will be 
thoroughly exploded in the book to be 
published later this year by KGB defector 
Oleg Gordievsky and Cambridge historian 
Christopher Andrew, which draws on secret 
KGB archives. Throughout Philby’s life, no 
foreign agent was allowed any officer rank at 
aD, and Kim died plain Agent Philby. The 
.KGB took the view that no foreigner was 
entirely free of suspicion, however good his 
work and credentials. The dental of die 
honours he expected was, I gather, a deep 
hurt to Philby. 


• From this week’s Tring and Berkkanuted 
Express: “Greenhouse, 12 ft by 8 ft- Bargain, 
£60. Glass missing through storm.” 


S tanley Orman, the snappiest dresser in 
the Ministry ofDefence and the man in 
charge of Britain's Star Wars efforts, 
has received an extraordinary accolade from 
President Bosh after handing in his reagna- 
tion. Never afraid to promote his belief in 
the project, the bow-tied Dr Orman often 
caused alarm among MoD officials who 
remained sceptical about the anti-missile 
scheme. Bat the Americans loved him. 
Representatives from Washington, includ¬ 
ing Edward Teller, father of the H-bomb, 
came to London to fete him over dinner at 
Brown's Hotel, and presented him with a 
signed personal letter from the President, 
thanking him for his cnntrihntinn. 


T hatcherism may be dying on its feet in 
Britain, bat it is alive and weB in 
foreign parts. After their first un¬ 
steady steps towards democracy, the Poles 
have invited Stuart Sexton, adviser to 
former education secretaries Marie Carlisle 
and Keith Joseph, to tell them how to prise 
their schools from the clutches of the state 
and return them, grant-maintained, to local 
■boards of governors. Sexton recently under¬ 
took a similar mission in New Zealand, 
whose government is if anything more left- 
wing than Poland's new regime. His 
proposals, he tells me, were embraced with 
great enthusiasm, only for them to be 
sabotaged by the civil servants. Under real 
Thatcherism, of course, they would not 
have dared. Or would they? 


BARRY FANTONI 



‘What terrifies me is a cross between 
a Militant and disenchanted Tory* 


T wo more successful attempts to lay 
hands on some of my Glengoyne 17- 
year-old single mah whisky with a 
Budget speech in 100 words or fewer. I liked 
the entrant who proposed a punitive tax on 
Nigel Lawson's new salary and signed 
himself Checker of tbe Ex-Chancellor. A 
bottle to Marie Western of London SW12, 
who also had a swipe at Nigel: 

“Car tax replaced by 50 per cent income 
tax on all persons with Gamelds stuck on 
their cars. Additional S per cent income tax 
cm people who have only one person undera 
golfing umbrella in the City. VAT of300 per 
cent on mobile phones. Import duties 
replaced by tax of £ 1,000 per imported 
square inch of Berlin WalL VAT of 45 per 
cent on braces with leather trims. Braces 
worn with striped shirts incur an additional 
10 per cent. Income tax reduced to 20 per 
cent, save for retired Chancellors who shall 
be taxed at 80 per cent.” 

And another to Richard Miles of Kings¬ 
ton upon Thames for “1 identify inflation 
as the main threat Accordingly I propose: a 
20 p per litre tax on aerated waters, 
regardless of benzene content; a tax of 20 p 
per square inch on vehicle tyre pressures, 
effective April 1; balloons to be taxed on 
their cubic capacity, with a surcharge on 
hot-air balloons; finally, hot air itself to 
incur duty in accordance with the new 
‘verbometer* scales now available in the 
Vote Office. Briefly, all speeches will be 
including those in this House, at 
party conferences, or in the pulpit. Only 
sermons on stones win be exempt.” 

Final winners on Tuesday. 


E ffective government re¬ 
quires both the consent of 
the governed and obedi¬ 
ence to the law. What is made 
law in Pa rliame nt must be 
obeyed if orderly government is 
not to fell into disrepute. But a 
government must beware of 
asking its parliamentary major¬ 
ity to make laws or to levy taxes 
which are likely to meet serious 
resistance. Consultation is neces¬ 
sary to ensure sufficient consent 
for lawful obedience. 

Consultation through Par¬ 
liament is provided not simply 
by the feet that MBs have been 
elected. They are also the chan¬ 
nel through winch the govern¬ 
ment continually learns about 
public opinion. It has always 
been so. When the earliest 
representatives of the Commons 
were called to Parliament to 
grant taxation, their function 
was not only to bind their con¬ 
stituents to the taxes legally 
-levied there, but also to tell the 
government, from their own 
knowledge of their constituents, 
what taxation could and could 
not be raised in practice. 

With the poll tax, it is now a 
question bow far respect for the 
law will be damaged both by 
public resistance on grounds of 
intrinsic unfairness and by gen¬ 
eral dismay at the illogicalities 


Ronald Butt on the poll tax warnings that went unheeded 


Tories’ rough-shod error 


likely to be revealed in the 
operation of the tax and the cost 
and complication of collecting h. 

The Government has, of 
course, been warned of the 
dangers at almost every stage by 
many of its own MPs, from foe 
right as well as the left of the 
party. The risks were obvious. 
Nearly three years ago (June 25, 
1987) I pointed to the dangers of 
levying at a flat rale, regardless of 
income, what is much more of a 
gpnprfll tax than a charge for 
services received. I also de¬ 
scribed the ominous dr e nm - 
stances in which the notorious 
poll tax of 1380 was chosen by 
Parliament in preference to its 
other options, a sales tax or the 
conventional medieval tax on 
movable goods. 

Yet even foe medieval flat- 
rate poll tax contained the vague 
proviso that it was to be levied 
with “the strong aiding the 
weak”. The trouble was that no 
means were provided to ensure 
that the weak were aided, and 


they we re pa rticularly hard hit in 
districts where foe rich were few. 

When a law is made or a tax is 
levied which is generally seen as 
unfair, the ground is made ready 
for misdriefcmakeg to sow their 
seeds of disruption. In 1384, foe 
collection of the poll tax pro¬ 
vided a pretext for the renegade 
priest John Ball ami the insur¬ 
gent Wat Tyler to manipulate a 
more general peasant unrest into 
the notorious revolt. It was 
crashed; Ban was hanged and 
Tyler killed. Today, the wide¬ 
spread dislike of the poll tax has 
roused the Militant Tendency 
and other leftists from the hiding 
places into which Mr Kirmodc 
had driven then. Again there is 
leftist violence on the streets. 

They win, of course, not 
succeed in their organized 
disruption, and they may embar¬ 
rass Mr Krnnock more than Mis 
Thatcher. But foe Government 
cannot assume that dm recoil of 
decent people from left-wing 
violence, or the discredit it will 


bring to Labour, if there is tbe 
s li g htest chink in its rejection of 
the Militants’ lawlessness, will 
provide it with a rescue rope. 

The real danger is from the Tory 


voters likely to desert the party 
in Mid Staffordshire and the 


coming local elections. 

The tax is disliked by some of 


these Tory dissidents because it 
has meant increasing tbe amount 
pjjid in provident Tory districts 
to "litigate foe effect of the new 
tax in improvident districts — 
contrary to foe Government’s 
intention of making vote rs pay 
for electing spendthrift repre¬ 
sentatives. _ . „ 

But greater dislike of the pou 
tax arises from foe way it falls 
harshly on foe poorer individual 
who has to pay equally with the 
richer for collective spending 
normally covered by tax accord¬ 
ing to means. So low earners 
must pay a new tax and many 
couples on modest incomes face 
a combined poll tax much higher 
than foe former rate. 


A fiat-rate charge for ge nuine 
local services, such as street 
lighting and refuse collection, 
makes sense; But a flat-rale 
charge to pay for education or 
the police is no more rational 
ihan a flat-rate charge to pay for 
the defence of the realm, which is 
defrayed by tax according to 
means. The best answer, as X 
suggested three years ago, is to 
shift foe major items from local 
to central tax, leaving foe local 
authorities to raise foe money 
only for such genuinely local 
services as refuse colkction- 

This would mean a higher 
income tax, but this would not 
ratter local taxation were 
lower. Indeed, all personal tax¬ 
ation could easily be raised 
centrally and then allocated 
outwards, leaving local author¬ 
ities to be tested at the polls by 
bow wen or foolishly they spend 
their allocations. 

Alternatively, foe rates (which 
were linked to rent-value, in 
which there is no real market) 


couM be replaced by a tax on foe 

capital value of property. The 
worst outcome would be La¬ 
bour’s roof tax which, by com- 
bsniog a property tax with one on 
incomes, really could be used to 
squeeze the rich. It is foe 
Government which has given 
Labour foe pretext for this. 

Mistaken though the Govern¬ 
ment was to persist with a tax 
which stirs such deep feelings, it 
is wholly undemocratic for left- 
wing MPs to advocate non. 
payment. Tbe Government can 
now only mm foe public's 
instinct for law and mate sum 
that older is preserved. There i* 
nothing dsc it can do. It camtoy 
go on tinkering with the po& tat 
and it cannot retreat from it now; 
It can only hold tight, hope that 
foe really dangerous rebeOioa, 
that of the deserting Tories, wig 
be deterred by the thought of* 
Labour government and rethink 
the details of foe tax when it has 
been seen in operation. 

It is unusual fora government 
to have to p*m more and more of 
its hopes to the idea that fo» 
Opposition is unafrrptahfc. But 
chat is the state this one ism-* 
for tbe extraordinary reason feat 
it failed to take consultation and 
consent seriously en ou gh. It is a 
mi<»k* so Tory government, 
should make. 










A procrastinator 


under pressure 


T he crunch vote in foe 
inner cabinet of Israel’s 
Likud-Labour coalition 
this Sunday comes as 
foe climax of a complex but 
important train of events. 

When the riknrf prime min¬ 
ister, Yitzhak Shamir, proposed 
last May that elections be held in 
the occupied territories of Gaza 
and the West Bank, he had no 
idea what he was starting. Elec¬ 
tions had previously been sug¬ 
gested by Yitzhak Rabin, foe 
Labour Party’s defence minis ter, 
but Mr Shamir had brushed the 
idea aside. 

He then picked it up, hoping 
that H would be rqected by foe 
Palestine liberation Organ¬ 
ization, which could then be 
Mamed for blocking a peace 
initiative. That, however, is not 
at all what happened. 

Yasir Arafat, the PLO’s chair¬ 
man, told me in Tunis last 
summer that elections, not nec¬ 
essarily based specifically on Mr 
Shamir’s formula, might well be 
acceptable. President Mubarak 
of Egypt decided to become 
involved and formulated a 10 - 
point plan, based on direct 
discussions between Israel and 
the Pal estinians, to promote the 
project 

James Baker, the US Secretary 
of State, seeking to build a bridge 
between foe Mubarak plan and 
the Likud position, put forward 
five clarifying points- After 
Likud had declared, with 
whoops of joy, that the PLO had 
rejected Mr Baker’s points, I was 
able, at a second meeting with 
Mr Arafat in October, to obtain a 
clear statement that, far from 
bong rejected, the American 
initiative was still being dis¬ 
cussed by the PLO. I passed this 
on to foe Americans. 

The Labour Party's cabinet 
ministers tabled the Egyptian 
proposals for acceptance by the 
Israeli coalition's 12-man inner 
cabinet, and although President 
Mubarak's 10 points were re¬ 
jected by tbe six Likud ministers. 
Labour refused to accept that the 
initiative was doomed. Both Mr 
Rabin and Mr Peres, who is 
finance minister and Labour 
leader, visited Cairo for talk* 
with Mr Mubarak. 



Gerald Kaufman reports on the 


growing divisions within Israel’s 


ruling coalition as Yitzhak 


Shamir continues to thwart peace 


talks with the Palestinians 


was made. Mr 
Mubarak’s greatest concern, as 
he frankly admitted, was to 
ensure that Mr Baker continued 
to be involved. He feared that 
the American Secretary of State, 
exasperated with Likud’s neg¬ 
ative stance, would wash Ms 
hands of the issue. That is why 
Mr Mubarak was so keen that 
the PLO should not appear to be 
rejecting progress. 

He need not have worried. 
The Americans became, if any¬ 
thing, more heavily involved. 
President Bush was at first 
extremely evasive about seeing 
Mr S hamir at all, and then gave 
him a hard time when he visited 
Washington. Mr Baker contin¬ 
ued the softening-up process 
when Moshe Arens, Likud’s 
foreign minister, was there last 
month. Likud was forced to 
accept Mr Baker’s five points. 

Two weeks ago, when I had 
meetings in Israel with Mr Peres 
and Mr Rabin among others, it 


was dear that matters were 
coming to a head. 

They agreed that an ul- 

timatnm should hn pnt tn T ilmd- 
either agree to talks with tbe 
Palestinians or face the break-up 
of the coalition. The crucial 
issues on which Mr Shamir was 
stalling were, first, who should 
be included in the Palestinian 
de le g atio n, and second, how 
Israel might agree to engage in 
talks with the Palestinians with- 
out than being pubtidy nomi¬ 
nated by the PLO (to which the 
Israeli government refuses to 
Speak directly). 

The PLO insisted .that Pales¬ 
tinian representatives should not 
simply be selected as apparent 
Israeli stooges from inside tbe 
occupied territories, but should 
come from Jerusalem (purport¬ 
edly annexed try Israel in 1967) 
and from outride the occupied 
territories. 

Mr Rabin had already agreed 
with Mr Mubarak that the 
indusian of outriders in the 
Palestinian delegation should be 
solved by the addition of 
Palestinians deported from the 
occupied territories. Mr Rabin, 
with characteristic btnntness, 
emphasized how easy such a 
solution would be: “I deported 
them. I can bring them back.” 

Representatives from Jeru¬ 
salem could be covered, to use a 
formulation offered by Mr Peres, 
by inclusion in the Palestinian 


team of “one or two from 
Jerusalem who may have ad¬ 
dresses elsewhere” (that is, on 
foe West Bank). 

As for the potentially thorny 
issue .of how a Palestinian 
delegation could be acceptable to 
the PLO yet also allow Mr 
Shamir to claim that it was not 
nominated by the PLO, the 
ingenious answer, offered by Mr 
Peres, and his colleagues, was 
that Egypt would announce the 
delegation. 


O n foe afternoon of the 
day I met the Labour 
leaders, their party bu¬ 
reau agreed to demand 
a positive response from Likud 
at an inner cabinet meeting to be 
held some two weeks from that 
day, namely yesterday. 

Once again Mr Shamir tried to 
haggle. He rejected the inclusion 
of residents of Jerusalem, how¬ 
ever their participation was, in 
his eyes, camouflaged. He in¬ 
sisted that talks, once started, 
should be broken off if it 
emerged that the PLO was 
involved. 

Now, however. Labour’s lead¬ 
ers, the bit between their teeth, 
refused to be Mocked. They 
wanted a decision. Mr Peres 
declined to be sidetracked. “Tbe- 
pro b le m" be said pa me, “is not 
whom we recognize but what we 
are demanding. We are demand¬ 
ing elections.” The absence of 


two Likud inner cabinet mem¬ 
bers at yesterday's meeting de¬ 
layed a decision. Sunday will be 
foe key day. 

What will happen if Likud 
refuses to proceed to talks? Mr 
Rabin stated the choices starkly: 
either Likud support, or a new 
government, or new elections. 
Mr Peres feels that if need be, he 
could form a government with 
foe support of religious parties. 
“We have today a dear majority 
in the Parliament for the con¬ 
tinuation of the peace process.” 

In answer to foe question how 
a “narrow” government (that is, 
exduding the Likud) cook! make 
peace, Abba Eban, the former 
foreign minister and now a pro¬ 
peace elder statesman, declared 
at a conference _ I addressed 
jointly with him.in Jerusalem: 
“Why not? After an, it was a 
narrow government [exduding 
Labour] which made war in 
Lebanon in 1982.” 

Furthermore, the Likud may 
be starting to crumble at the 
edges: Ariel Sharon, the chauvin¬ 
ist trade and industry minis ter, 
has resigned from the cabinet, 

rter.lgring that Mr Shamir has 
already gone too far. Likud’s ex- 
Liberal Party wing is threatening 
to poll four of its MPs out of foe 
party to form a separate par¬ 
liamentary group. Labour, on 
tbe other band, is more cohesive 
than ever, a shoulder on which a 
battle-torn Mr S hamir might 
find it convenient to lean. 

Labour’s terms are clear. 
“Labour says yes,” says Mr 
Peres. “We can start and we 
should not miss die opportu¬ 
nity.” Another influe ntial Lab¬ 
our figure said: “Once the 
meetings in Cairo start, the 
process will be irreversible.” 
That may be what worries Mr 
Shamir. 


The author is Labour spokesman 
on foreign affairs. 


Graham Mather 


Break with 
the Budget 


L obbyists and comment¬ 
ators are already gearing 
up for foe Budget on 
March 20, their enthusiasm for 

the annual ri tual imHiminish ed 

by foe feet that it may contain 
few measures of significance. 

This year, more than most, 
there is a case for gening off foe 
Budget treadmill, with its un¬ 
necessary churning of foe tax 
system and resulting volu¬ 
minous Finance Bill. In the 
pause the f undamenta ls of tax¬ 
ation could be rethought. 

. It would be easier to do 
without the Budget than might at 
.first appear. The chief legal 
obstacle is straightforward: in¬ 
come tax requires annual parlia¬ 
mentary approvaL But assuming 
that no dramatic <*hang ^c to 
income tax are planned, the 
proposals could be contained in 
a Bill of 30 pages at most — 
unlike last year’s 250-pages. It 
should require only a 15-minute 
speec h to introduce; then MPs 
could get on with other work. 

In a year without a Budget, a 
number of tax matters would be 
“fail safe”. First, tax revenue 
would be likely to increase 
because of “fiscal buoyancy” 
(tbe process by which, as money 
GDP rises, tax revenue rises 
fester). Second, income tax 
allowances would also be taken 
care of. Thanks to the Rooker/ 
Wise amendment, which is now 
part of Britain’s tax law, allow¬ 
ances are themselves indexed to 
inflation. If inflation rises, and 
the chancellor does nothing, the 
Rooker/Wise formula takes ef¬ 
fect and increases taxpayers* 
allowances automatically. 

Third, doing nothing simply 
leaves excise duties as they were. 

Still more important, the 
absence of a Budget would 
remove the opportunity to try to 
correct the consequences of past 
weak monetary policy by fiscal 
adjustment Central to the 
philosophy of the Medium Term 
Financial Strategy has been the 
attempt to create a predictable 
policy framework; in which busi¬ 
nesses can plan ahead without 
worries over political attempts 
to use short-term “fine tuning” 
techniques. Unlike interest rates, 
taxation policy has so fer been 
largely immune from resort to 
fine tuning, but the scale of the 
problems left over from mone¬ 
tary laxity provides a temptation 
to meddle this year. 

Yet the prime benefit of a year 
without a Budget would be scope 
to start reforming Britain's ante¬ 
diluvian systems of implement¬ 
ing public spending and tax 
policy. The respected Institute 
for Fiscal Studies has long 
worked towards a closer inte¬ 
gration of spending and taxation 
decisions, which are still arti¬ 
ficially separated. They ought to 
be combined in a angle round of 
taxing and spending decisions. 
In addition, Britain still does not 
publish a Green Paper on Budget 
measures, which would allow 
sensible advance discussion of 
tax reform options. 

In foe gap provided by a year 
without a Budget, a reforming 
chancellor could begin to in¬ 
troduce a modem system which 
would link public sp ending de¬ 
cisions to tax policy, not least by 


requiring expenditure proposal 
to be formally budgeted. 

He could also show a wffintfi 
ness to heed foe zncreaaag 
criticism from tax specialists 
that the annual Finance Bfl£ 
which still does not separata 
policy from enforcement anil 
adjustment issues, has become a 
legislative nightmare of cooh 
plexity and obscurantism. ' 

To quote foe barrister who S 
secretary of the Revenue Baf 
Association, last year’s Fmanofe 
Bill exhibited “a combination tig 
cackhandedness, burexucrtfip, 
mania for rules and totaBg 
incompetent supervision of the 
revenue departments by foe' 
Treasury and its political mis. 
tens". As tbe Tory backbencher 
Tim Smith remarked, last year’s 
Finance Bill was too long to ' 
allow proper debate. Leading 
QCs have called the procedure* 
feme, while the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants in EajF 
land and Wales has comptatintfr 
about the length, co m p le xit y any 
absence of consolidation of aafr 
oual tax legislation. 
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N o chancellor will 
to give these 
the serious consideration 
they deserve unless he is able td‘ 
bring the Budget system to a 
temporary halt and allow a fitfC 
debate on its best redesign. It ql 
not foe least of his problems th&£ 
Inland Revenue and Customs, 
and Excise officials tend to h£ 
their own judge and jury. The 
Treasury itself is not equipped? 
with policy staff to exert effective* 
control on the tax and excise 
men. Unless and until the Trea? 
sury assumes tins role, it »' f 
highly likely that tax law w 8 L 
continue to be tilted towards the 
annual introduction of ever¬ 
more complex and severe ant& 
avoidance provisions. ~ 

But what of the glamour offer 
Budget? Some—especially food?, 
with vested interests — will’ 
undoubtedly argue that it is & 
necessary showcase of economic 
policy, and an irreptaceabke 
platform for foe chancellor to* 
address the nation. 

Yet the disadvantages, es¬ 
pecially this year, seem to out¬ 
number those benefits. Ttofe* 
platform is obtained at the price- 
of an increasingly ar tificial png* 
Budget “purdah”, in which the* 
chancellor is silenced for fear e& 
“giving away” strands of Ws 
thinking. Ironically, this mag 
contribute to foe obsessive sc*, 
crecy which is responsible fi® 
some of the poorly thought-out 
and overly complex tax mof* 
sures of the 1980s. 

Tax buoyancy means that if 
the traditional Budget were 
dropped this year, there would 
be tittle pressure for undesirable 
“mini Budgets” instead. And tft&. 
prize—a welcome pause to get® 
grip on the next wave ofstm 6 - 
tural and technical re f o rm 
would be well worth having- Of 
course, in an ideal workl each* 
year would see a stimmed-downs 
Budget reducing tax rates sikl 
abolishing a tax a year. To get' 
from where we are to that happy 
position, a yearwithont a BudgdK 
would be a good stepping Stoner 
T%e author is General Director qf 
the Institute <ff Economic Affairs* 
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At the top of the staircase leading 
to the Hyde Park Hotel ballroom, 
we were met by a toastmaster so 
grand that one toyed with in¬ 
troducing him to the host He 
eased forward a well-kept ear; one 
mouthed into it a name. He 
amplified it for the benefit of the 
reception line. Good of you to 
come; kind of you to ask me. You 
look well; I am welL Good 
afternoon; hello. Hefio; good 
afternoon. Better names with 
more significant titles rang from 
the pink-coated one as we who 
had been processed mingled 
among the pre-lunch drinks. 

It was the Totalisator Board's 
annual luncheon, one of the best 
social events of foe metropolitan 
year. Guests had been short-listed 
from a short-list, and none who 
had offended Woodrow Wyatt 
was present 

As glasses ofgiii and tonic came 
around, I overheard a hereditary 


Confessions of a racing tippler 


peer tell a stipendiary st ew ard 
that there was one tiling to 
remember when employing Fffi- 
pino maids: “Never give ’em a 
day off else they ought meet 
other Filipinos and find out what 
soft jobs there are to be had.” 

“Can't keep them locked in the 
cellar all week,” said the stipe, 
“...or can you?” 

“I give mine Monday morn¬ 
ings,” his lordship replied. 

“Damned odd business,” said a 
colonel who bad led foe 83rd Foot 
in tbe last war. “My man got 
caught sticking Green Shield 
stamps on his National Health 
Insurance card, came up before 
the magistrates, was sentenced to 
three months in jail or an electric 


toaster, what?” This was a good 
joke, had been even better when 
there were Green Sudd stamps 
and National Health Insurance 
cards on which to affix them; 
computers have taken more from 
humour than they contributed. 

“Thought you were dead,” said 
an old man to one who was older. 
“Sean to remember going to your 
funeral.” 

“You’ll have to speak up a bit,” 
said the other man. “Lot of noise 
inhere.” 

And foe toastmaster an¬ 
nounced: “Your Royal Highness, 
Your Graces, My Lords, Ladies 
and Gentlemen, luncheon is 
served.” 

Painlessly and efficiently we 
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were given smoked salmon, fillet 
of beef; then pudding. Wine 
flowed, liqueurs were offered, 
agara came by and the Lord 
Wyatt of Weefbcd rose to his feet 
“Your Royal Highness, Your two 


Graces — there should have been 
three Graces but one of them got 
away. My Lords..." 

Around him sat the Home 
Secretary and three former hold¬ 
ers of that Office; cap tains of 
industry, politicians of clout, 
editors, members of the Jockey 
Oub. “R a cin g ”, said Lord Wyatt, 
“is romance, not reality, but there 
must be a kiss sometimes. I would 
now like to embrace the Home 
Secretary — not literally of 
course...” The thrust of the 
speech was that it is high time foe 
Tote was removed from the 
control of tbe Home Office. 

Speaker for the guests was Mr 
JJ . War r. He told a joke about a 
clergyman who had d esnad out 


three bookmakers in a race-train 
by bets on spelling: “Never knew 
it was spelt auspice,” muttered 
one of the recently impov erish^ 
at the end of the journey. 

Encouraged, be went on to 
relate the tale of the trainer who 

tokl his jock to keep his hose 
handy, wait for a gap and mate 
for it. “What went wrong?” asked 
the trainer after the horse had 
finished seventh. “Didn’t you see 
the gap?” 

“I did,” said the jock, “but it 
was going fester than ns.” 

Lunch ended at 2.35 pm, which 
is wboDy admirable, time for 
some sustained afternoon work, 
A colleague asked if I would care 
to jom him for a small drink. Tam 


not, I explained* a lunchtime 
drinker—I find it kills the rest of 
the day. He gave a gentle smile 
and ordered a bottle of Taittingcr 
Blanc de Blanc: We talked of 
Lester Piggott and discussed holi¬ 
days by foe Dead Sea. 

There is not as much wine is a 
Tammger Blanc de Blanc bottle 
as we bad expected; perhaps they 
vary in content, so we tried 
another, talked about betting 
coups and the second bottieof 
Taittmger seemed, how shafl I put 
it, not as generous as foe first atid 

we embarked on a third. Through - 

tbe windows at the fer end of the 
roon^ Hyde Park was less distinct 

than it had been, and being a man 
who doesn't drink in die afier- 
noons I explained that I had to get 
back to work. My friend th ffl lfl* 1 * 
there was now not much po int: I 
looked at my watch,- -which was 
not very, distinct either, and saw. 
what he meant 


I 





< M*{ \ 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


1 Pennington Street, London El 9XN Telephone 01-782 5000 


MR KINNOCK’S MIT.ITANT FOE 


The sight of mobs besieging town Hails, of 
Arrested demonstrators and of injured police¬ 
men is a sharp reminder that the outade left, 
conventionally represented by the description 
Militant Tendency, was never killed off by Mr 
Neil Kinnocfc"s strictures. It merely went to 
ground, awaiting its opportunity to emerge 
again as soon as if identified a c ri m p for 
discontent which seemed to promise an 
opportunity for manipulating public disorder 
for long-term political ends. 


sot least among Tory voters, has been seised as 


M;:t 


with 

-idget 


of the small groups of activists to foment 
unrest The evidence suggests the Kn<i of 
^rent-fMuob” campaign characteristic of the 
Violence employed .on the picket tinra riming 
the miners* strike. 

The outcome will be the same; the cause on 
behalf of which violence is deployed is more 
likely to be undermined than helped by it Tory 

voters protesting peacefully to their . MPs, 
newspapers and television will, with good 
reason, be dismayed by the tactics of their 
unsought allies. 

The brand name Militant was always,.of 
course, an unduly res t rict i ve description of the 
undemocratic left in Britain, which existed in 
many places under an assortment of different 
names. It has always had' well-placed 
sympathizers in influential parts of the Labour 
Party (in the NEC, for instance) who were 
never backward in trying to protect the 
Militants whenever the moderates proposed 
action against them 

* To his credit, Mr Kinnock confronted the 
Militants head on and forced them into retreat 
But those who campaign under the Militant 
banner are only the most visible part of a wider 
front of less obtrusive leftists, and it was in 
some respects convenient for Mr Kinnock to 
treat the -Militants (specifically those in 
Liverpool) as a scapegoat They could be 
driven forth from the-party, bearing the sins of 
the many more who'remain hidden and unre- 
- generate among Labour's left — not least in 
some of the inner city local authorities which 
are responsible for the highest poll tax levies. 

_ It is an undeniable fret of politics that this 


broad half-hidden left, which is impatient with 
democratic processes, still remains to savage 
any fixture Labour leader who strays too fir 
fronrthear own doctrine of socialism. Labour 
leaders have, therefore^ rightly and unambigu¬ 
ously repudiated the lawbreaking violence 
which can only injure their cause.. Mr Bryan 
Gould did so with commendable speed before 
the worst of the town hall disruption was 
reported. Mr Kinnock and bis colleagues know. 
that it is counter-productive and much more 
likely to harm Labours cause than Mis 
Thatcher's. 

Her danger, of course, lies in the polling 
booths rather than in the mobs which disrupt 
proceedings at the town haH Indeed, it could 

be axgned that by focusing their attentions on 

the town halls they wQl illustrate Mrs 
Thatcher's argument that it is there that the 
problem really lies. It is bound to be a question 
for many Tory protest voters — particularly in 
a general election—whether they should risk a 
vote against the Government when the 
outcome could be to bring to power a Labour 
government which is always threatened by 
ldtist infiltration. 

If violence, easily condemned, were the 
whole of the matter, Mr Kinnock’s position 
would be easier than it is. His real embarrass¬ 
ment' is that, even after the town hall 
disruption o rga niz ed by the militant Anti-Poll 
Tax Federation, 28 Labour MPs (including Mr 
Tony Benn, Mr Ken Livingstone and Mr 
Benue Giant — the last two of whom made 
their way to the Commons through hard left 
local politics) have declared their support for 
the national demonstration caned to support 
mass nonrpayment of poll tax. 

Yet non-payment of a legal tax is law- 
breaking too. There have beat Labour taxes 
which Tories disHke but Tories are expected to 
pay them. The essence of democratic govern¬ 
ment is obedience to the law. 

Mr Kinnock knows this and has un¬ 
reservedly condemned the demands for non¬ 
payment in the past But he should go beyond 
this now. Hard though it is for him to censure 
explicitly so large a proport i on ofhis own MPs, 
he would be wise to accept the Tory challenge 
formally to do so. 


ECONOMIES WITH THE TRUTH 


The report of the Department of Trade 
•. inspectors into the purchase by the Fayed 
brothers of the House of Fraser stores group 
geposes an astonishing web of lies .and . 
deception. That they could have taken in, one 
after the other, a great City merchant bank, a 
senior law firm and the two most commercially 
experienced arms of government (the Office of— 
Fair Tradin g and dig Department nfT rarie and 

Industry), goes almost fosyond befre£ 

~ According to the inspectors, Mr Henry 
Brooke, QC, and Mr Hugh Aldous, there was 
scarcely an aspect of their families, their 
circumstances and above all their wealth, 
which the brothers honestly represented. The 
. Iks start withfelse birth certificates and stretch 

out endlessly, all designed to create a false 
impression of substantial wealth of long 
standing. The brothers lied to the secretary of 
state, to the Office ofFair Trading, to the press, 
a to the House of Fraser and then to the 
inspectors themselves. 

* If only half of what the inspectors claim is 
tfue there would be grounds enough to declare 
that the Fayeds were not fit to be directors of a 
public limited liability company. limited 
liability is a privilege extended to the owners of 
business, and in return for the immunity that 
sadi status gives them, such owners must be 
trustworthy. On the findings of the inspectors, 

... the Fayed brothers are simply dishonest. If that 
is the case, they should be stripped of their 

directorships forthwith. _ a 

"Tt is alarming not only that the ownership of 
Europe’s largest departmental stories group is 
in such hands, but also that the House ofFxaser 
group includes a bank. That is a matter on 
which the Bank of En gland should do more 
than simply take note. 

-If a humble meat cutter from foe Harrods 
- food hall was found to have Hed to the authori- 

i ties on the scale that foe Fayeds are said to 
hflvc practised their deception, the. Home 
• ?, Office might act with some speed. Simiiariy, if 
a Harcods shop giri had obtained employment 


with the help of a bogus reference, she would 
expect to be sacked' if the deceit was 
discovered. 

The report which, for different reasons, the 
brothers find“shocking*, does however fail to 
get to foe bottom of a crucial aspect of foe curi¬ 
ous case of the takeover of Harrods: if the 
money did not come from the Fayeds’ own re¬ 
sources, where did it come from? The inspec¬ 
tors feel they would not have got to the bottom 
of that question, no matter how long they 
searched. But they suspect it came from foe 
coffers of the Sultan of Brunei, a suggestion 
which has been flatly denied by the Sultan. 

Even the proving of such a connection, 
however, would be unlikely to prompt foe 
Government to act The feet of the Fayeds* 
being shown to be unsuitable to own such a 
business does not make Lonrho, which had 
been prevented from bidding for House, of 
Eraser until it was too late, their natural 
successor. And even though the Fayeds are 
accused of lying extensively to the inspectors, 
that has been an offence only since last year. 
House of Fraser itself appears to be honestly 
and is weathering the recession in 
the high street in reasonable shape. 

The publication of this report, which has 
been handed like a hot potato from secretary of 
state to secretary of state is as welcome as it is 
overdue. But it should not mark the end of the 
matter. * 

The inspectors have uncovered a nasty 
disease but can recommend no cure, other than 
to suggest that in future merchant banks and 
other advisers must be. certain that foe 
assurances they give to the authorities are so 
framed that they do not carry more weight than 
they deserve. Given the strength of the 
lan g ua ge of the report and the obvious 
conviction of foe inspectors it is indeed curious 
that no further action is to be taken by the 
Secretary of State for Trade and Industry, Mr 
Nicholas Ridley. 


ETHIOPIAN DAWN? 


The declaration by President Mengistu of 
Ethiopia that Ik is liberalizing bis Marxist 
regime caffe for an effort of the ima g i n a t ion. 
The students who marched through the streets 
of Addis Ababa in celebration of foe “dawn of 
ahew era,** could be welcoming a false one. The 
President’s record does not inspire c onfi d en ce. 

„ Since seizing power in 1977 he has pursued 
policies which have been as disastrous as they 
have been repressive^ Ravaged by femme and 
laid waste by civil war, his country has 
staggered towards economic nun, despite foe 
support othis Soviet mentors. His unattractive 
rule has been characterized by a cavalier 
approach to h mnan rights in general and the 
forced resettlement of thousands of his people 
in particular. 

•Now he has said that the Workers' Part y of 
Ethiopia, which Iras held a monopoly of power 
fdr 13 years, is turning into the Democratic 
Unity Party. All political ideologies will be 
welcome, fit a five-hour speech to the party 
central committee he promised to allow more 
private enterprise, with fenners being allowed 
td seU their own produce. Ethiopia, hesaid, 
wjas having to adjust to a changing inter¬ 
national situsticm. 

1 'Indeed it is. The indications arc* however, 
that his apostasy is not the result of a genuine 
conversion but is a response to growing 
pressures- The Ethiopian Army has been 
demoralized by a succession of defeats by 
rebels in both Eritrea and Tigrfr. Last year the 
President survived an attempted m i lit a r y 
coup. Those who took part could hardly have 
eraected to be let off with a caution, bin foe 
sudden removal of200 or so officers left tire 
Ahny in a critical condition, with inexperi¬ 


enced commanders in foe field. Its perfor¬ 
mance, never impressive, has deteriorated 
further. 

Pressure has also come from overseas. The 
Russians continue to offer support, but with 
increasing reluctance. If the Mengistu regime 
collapsed it wnnld be embarrassing. so they feel 

obliged to prop it up, but they badly want a 

negotiated peace. 

Ideologically, the Soviet Union can place a 
bet either way, since both the Eritreans and 
Tigrfcans follow Maix. (Although since the 
events in Eastern Europe it must find the 
Ethiopian comrades, especially the Stalinist 
Tigr fcans, rather extreme). Politically it has a 
natural sympathy with anyone who is fending 
off secession, but it cannot see any chance of 
military victory and would dearly like to 
extricate itself President Mengistu’s Cuban 
advisers have long since gone. A number of 
Israelis soldier on, but foe Russians have 
withdrawn from foe front line. 

Isolated abroad, foiling badly at home, the 
President has therefore chosen to experiment 
with reform. His commitment to economic 
phnahsm is welcome, but what he has to offer 
is unlikely to appease the rebel armies, who 
wffi probably intopret it as a sign of weakness. 
At best it might provide a focal point when 
TflTVg with foe Tigreans resume this month. 

Whether the Ethiopian leopard can change 
its spots remains to be seen. In most cases 
change has come to Eastern Europe only after 
the Ceausescus and Honeckers have gone. 
They were swept away on the high tide of 
reform. President Mengistu will have to 
display exceptional and unusual adroitness n 
he is to continue to lead his su ffer in g people. 
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From Mr Anthony Gimson 
Sir, No government has done 
more to encourage and promote 
home ownership than foe present 
one, but as foe fight against 
inflation intensifies the home- 
buyer and the home-bn3der are 
having to shoulder the greatest 
burden. 

./ Even before the recent rise in 
interest rates mortgage arrears had 
risen alarmingly — in fob second 
six months ofl989 foe number of 
families 12 months or more 
behind in their payments rose by 
31 per cent Almost'all first-time 
buyers are now obliged to pay 
stamp duty and many are having 
to rely on parental generosity to 
stand any hope of getting a foot on 
the property ladder. ■ 

MoreunEur still is the tax relief 
allowed on mortgage interest. 
Bade in 1974, when foe averse 
home cost just £11,500, tax relief 
was allowed on mortgages up to 
£25,000. The threshold was raised 
to its present level of £30,000 
seven years ago, when the average 
home cost abont £29,500. 

This association, representing 
IS of foe laigest home-bmldcis in 
southern England, believes that it 
should be raised to at least £60,000 


for first-time buyers and to 
£45,000 for second and sub¬ 
sequent buyers. These increases 
could be at least partly financed by 
foe phasing out of higber-rate tax 
relief for mortgages field tv high 
earners,who can best afford topay 
more. 

Builders themselves have at 
ready faded their sails to the Emit, 
offering home-buyers the best 
deals ever in order to help those 
desperate to get on the housing 
ladder at affordable prices. 

A stagnant property market will 
lead to increased raemploymertt, 
bankruptcies, and, in the long run, 
homelessness. Somehow we are 
expected to provide 560,000 new 
homes in foe South-east alone by 
foeend of the century. The home- 
budding industry is always the 
barometer of a government’s suc¬ 
cess or failure; it win need a sharp 
tap in foe Budget if we are to be set 
frar for foe new decade. 

Yours faithfully, 

ANTHONY GIMSON, 

Southern Homebuilders 

Association, 

c/o Rosemotmt Tower, 

Stafford Road, 

Wellington, Surrey. 

March 2. 


Heat and light in poll tax debate 


From Councillor Derrick Wood 
Sir, Soon I shall have completed 
30 yean as a local councillor, at 
county, district, cud parish coun¬ 
cil levds, and during that period I 
have witnessed revolutionary 
changes in the organisation, prac¬ 
tice, and ethos of local gov¬ 
ernment. One thing ha« t wmwiwrf 
constant — foe skill with which 
central Government and the Civil 
Servant Name local government 
for their mistakes and deficiencies 
and so try to avoid their proper 
share of Name. 

Hitherto this has been achieved 
by the yearly manipulation of the 
rate-support grant and the annual 
modifications of the formulae 
behind its application. Now, with 
foe introduction of foe commu¬ 
nity charge, a new method has 
beat adopted — the standard 
spending assessment (SSA), and 
the dumnnr^ from the Prime 
Minister downwards, against the 
alleged profligacy of some local 
councils. 

In the case of my council it is 
blatantly untrue. Over foe last few 
years we have achieved major 
savings by contracting out ser¬ 
vices; our workforce has been 
reduced by two thirds, and our 
budget for 1990-91 is a model of 
prudent activity, erring, if any¬ 
thing, on the side of frugality. Yet 
our community charge will exceed 
the "SSA by some £110. 

First there is the “safety net” erf 
£60 (which rescues Wandsworth, 
for example, at our expense); then 
the Government’s inadequate es¬ 
timate of inflation and pay in¬ 
creases; foe “ring-fencing” of the 
housing revenue account to pre¬ 
vent transfers to other accounts; 
and finally foe inordinate, yet 
unavoidable, high cost of coDeo- 
tion of the community charge. If 
the goal is to make the local 
community more squalid, this is 
foe best way to achieve it 

It is high time that fiddling with 
foe degree of central grant was 
removed and some fair, reason¬ 
ably permanent method created. 
Above all, is it too much to hope 
for some honest, politicaHy-neu- 
tral stance to be adopted? No one 
gins from foe present confronta¬ 
tion. and unjust vituperation. 
Yours faithfully, 

DERRICK WOOD 
(Rochford District Council 
(Conservative)), 

The Old Shop, East End, 
Pagfesham, nr. Rochford, Essex. 

From Mr Douglas J. McBean 
Sir, One of the greatest advantages 
of the community charge is foe 
introduction of accountability. 
Local income tax would hardly 
increase accountability at all. 
Rather, film the rates, local income 
tax would provide no direct link 
between foe level of charge app¬ 
lied and the level of spending; 
indeed, only about two million 
more people would pay than now 
pay rates. 

Worse stiQ is the consideration 

Mental puzzles 

From Mr Simon J. H. Dads 
Sir, You mil quite probably be the 
unwitting cause of my mother’s 
next heart attack. As a foreign 
resident I. rely os her access to 
reference books and had hoped to 
get past the first week of the 
Tournament of foe Mind un¬ 
troubled by dilemmas. Sadly, day 
one produced the first poser as her 
encyclopaedia gives two equally 
valid alternative names in answer 
to the question about which chib, 
whose members included Sir Wal¬ 
ter Raleigh, met at the Mermaid 
Tavern in London. Now I must 
decide whether to give both or 
choose one at random and my 
mother is cursing both you and 
me! 

On a happier note, one qu estion 
has improved my linguistic prow¬ 
ess; my previous claim to feme 
was that I could say “You are safe 
with me” in 12 different languages 
(whilst meaning it in none), but 
now I am able to translate foe 
word “muddy” into 23. Is there no 
end to the teaming process? 

Yours quizzically, 

SIMON J.H.DAVE. 

Cfa wnin de la Plantaz 12, 

1024 Ecublens, Swit z erla nd . 

March 7. 

Letters to the Editor should carry 
a daytime telephone number. They 
may be sent to a fax number — 
(01)7825046. 


of the costs involved in a system 
which reproduced the function of 
the Inland Revenue on a local 
scale which would be very difficult 
to set up and operate. In 1981 the 
Inland Revenue estimated it 
would take an additional 55,000 
staff to operate a local income tax 
costing, in today’s terms, £750 
minimi Thin additional spending 
on bureaucracy could only be 
funded by an increased rate of tax. 
Even the proponents erf the local 
income tax system admit that any 
couple with a joint income of 
£12,000 or above would be worse 
off compared to foe community 
charge. 

I and several hundred Conser¬ 
vatives tike me wQl be seeking 
election in foe local elections on 
May 3, strongly supporting foe 
introduction of the community 
charge. A rebate system more 
generous than that available under 
the old rating system is in place 
and should be utilised by those on 
lower incomes. Those people on 
higher income rightly contribute 
substantially more to local govern¬ 
ment through the payment of 
higher income taxes, which ac¬ 
count for SO per cent of financing 
for local services. 

Yours faithfully, 

DOUGLAS J. McBEAN, 

24 Pampas Court, 

Colchester, Essex. 

From Lord Taylor qfGryfe 
Sir, Your Economics Editor (arti¬ 
cle, March 3), discussing the 
experience of the poll tax in 
Scotland, gives an entirely mis¬ 
leading picture when he states 
Despite dire predictions about the 
difficulties of collecting the tax, 99 
per cent of the population have 
registered, and revenue is nmning at 
about 90 percent of the target... 

The latest figures supplied by 
the Convention of Scottish Local 
Authorities show that 3.8 million 
Scots are liable for foe tax which 
was introduced in April, 1989; 
800,000 have paid nothing or are 
more than three months in ar¬ 
rears. Includ e d in that figure are 
375,000 nonpayers against whom 
sheriff warrants have been issued. 

The Scottish clearing banks and 
- the DSS have stated that they are 
unable to handle this volume of 
arrestments. This experience does 
not justify the optimistic conclu¬ 
sions of your Economics Editor. 
Yours faithfully, 

TAYLOR, 

33 Seagate^ Kingsbaras, Fife. 

From Dr P. Glaister 
Sir, On learning the community 
charge that my wife and I will each 
have to pay in April, I fear that, in 
our case at least, we will finally 
have to put to rest that old adage 
that “two people can live as 
cheaply as one”. 

Yours faithfully, 

P. GLAISTER, 

38 Instow Read, 

Earley, Reading, Berkshire. 

March 5. 

Repression in Nepal 

From Mr Danny Smith 
Sir, Having recently visited Nepal 
and talked with many of the 
Christian victims of repression in 
that country, I was pleased to read 
your editorial of February 23. 

During my visit I saw a church 
hall in Bhaktapur which had 
recently been stripped completely 
bare by police. The 78-year-old 
pastor was arrested while conduct¬ 
ing a Sunday church service and 
badly beaten; he is still in jail 
today. His congregation were 
arrested with him and forced to 
bow down to Hindu idols. 

Earlier, in Kathmandu, I found 
the Reverend Charles Mendies 
(the NepaH who contributed to 
Jubilee Campaign’s recent report 
on 20 years of repression in his 
country) in prison, serving a six- 
year sentence for proselytising. 

Such attacks on-the peaceful 
C h ristian minority have marred 
the spectacular beauty of Nepal. 
As totalitarian, political, and ideo¬ 
logical oppression are increasingly 
unacceptable to foe world com¬ 
munity, 1 would hope t hat the 
winds of giasnost currently sweep¬ 
ing through Eastern Europe would 
swiftly waft their way across the 


Yours faithf ully, 

DANNY SMITH (Director), 
Jubilee Campaign, 
POBoxSO, 

Cobham, Surrey. 

March 5. 


From Mr Peter T. Scott 
Sir, Your feature, “Thejouraalist 
who stopped a war” (Review, 
March 3% described bow Austra¬ 
lian reporter Keith Murdoch “al¬ 
most single-handedly" halted the 

flfltltpn ll campaig n. 

Inevitably, the full story is very 
much more complex and very 
much more interesting. Briefly, 
however, Murdoch and his letter 
must sharea substantial portion of 
any credit that might be due to 
them with one of those red-tabbed 
“incompetent staff officers” so 
bdovedofsc^^at^eckiiigwritp 
ers. 

He was Major Guy Dawnay, a 
member ofGeneral Sir Ian Hamil- 1 
ton's operations staff, and from 
foe moment foe Sovla Bay landing 
was seen to be a failure in mid- 
Augnst, 1915, he had recognised 
and urged the necessity of with¬ 
drawal from the peninsula. 

The Mfcawber-tike Hamilton 
was easily persuaded of the bene¬ 
fits of having a staff officer in 
London and Dawnay was on his 
way home to report at about the 
time that Murdoch was arriving at 
the Dardanelles for his four-day 
visit to Anzac. 

In London Dawnay was inter¬ 
viewed by the King, by most 

Jericho’s fall 

From Dr M. G. L. Baillie 
Sir, Dr Bryant Wood’s evidence^ 
as reported by James Bone (Feb¬ 
ruary 23), for a new dating of the 
“Fall of Jericho” leaves a lot to be 
desired in terms of chronological 
rigour. 

The scientific community has 
spent a great deal of time and 
money in providing calibration 
carves for the correction of radio¬ 
carbon “dates” to calendar “age 
ranges”. It is now very well known 
that radiocarbon (fetes in the 
secon d millennium BCaronn mife . 
tently too young by several hun¬ 
dred years. 

There is also a convention for 
reporting dates. Historical dates, 
or dan* derived from tree-ring 
work (dendrochronology), are 
given as upper case AD/BG 
Radiocarbon dates, because they 
are not calendar dates, should be 
reported as “ages before present” 
or BP — Le^ the number of 

Business priorities 

From the Director General af the 
Institute of Directors 
Sit; Mr Leslie Knox (March 5) is 
quite wrong in his assumptions 
about the composition of the 
membership of the Institute of 
Directors, as Improbably also is in 
his understanding of foe motiva¬ 
tion of foe vast majority of 
Britain’s business people, who 
really just want to get on with the 
task in hand. 

It is foe diversfor of business 
interests of its 39,000 members, 
and the positions they hold at all 
levels in their companies, from 
top pics to the smallest private 
businesses, from which the IoD 
derives its authoritative influence. 
It represents foe whole spectrum 
of business at board leveL 

No less than 55 per cent of 
members are involved- in manu- 

Channel tunnel 

From Mr Stephen Plowden 
Sir, Richard Hope's examples of 
incident-free railway operations 
(March 3), though admirable in 
themselves, do not warrant his 
Conclusion that foe f^hannel tun- 
nel is an acceptable risk. 

Mr Hope does not distinguish 
between acts of sabotage or terror¬ 
ism and accidents, but they pose 
quite different threats. The Chan¬ 
nel tunnel cannot be made safe 
against a determined terrorist 
at tack. To the th rea t of 

terrorism is therefore to say that 
such an attack would never be 
made— a very optimistic view. 

Dr Herbert Eisner, a farmer 
director of the Flame and Explo¬ 
sion Laboratory of foe Health and 
Safety Executive, has given the 

Alcohol abuse 

From Viscount Falkland 
Sir, You report (March 5) that foe 
Fartman Group, under Dr Rae, is 
to introduce t raining for young 
drinkers in special teenage bars to 
encourage ymghlft drinking. In a 
country which traditionally sp¬ 
urns training and where drinking 
has always had its major appeal to 
those who wish to become intoxi¬ 
cated in as short a time as possible 
the scheme must have an uphill 
future. 

One of tire most popular West 
End shows at present is virtually a 
one-man show where the hero 
spends all foe time either coma¬ 
tose or wildly incoherent after 
closing time in a London pub, and 
the audience loves it. 

Most young people would 
rather do some DIY or help old 
people cross roads than drink 
sensibly, and who can blame 
them, given our particular alcohol 
culture. 

Surely the way to deal with all 
problems of alcohol abuse is to 
curb advertising which aim* fts 
message at the young, to rage foe 
drinks industry to increase the 
price differential between soft 
drinks ami alcohol, and apply laws 
property. The Portman Group is 
financed by foe drinks trade so it 
would be asking perhaps too much 
for them to support the first two 
measures. 

Yours feithfijfly, 

FALKLAND 

(Vice-Chairman, Parliamentary 
Alcohol Services Group), 

House of Lords. 

MarchS. 


his personal opinion that with¬ 
drawal was inevitable. 

It was he who annotated Kitch¬ 
ener's copy of Murdoch's letter in 
time for foe meeting of the 
Dardanelles Committee, before 
having to retain to the peninsula. 

Dawnay, like Murdoch, seldom 
spoke in later years of foe part he 
played in dosing down foe Gallip¬ 
oli front But Robert Rhodes 
James, author of the most bal¬ 
anced of all the studies of the 
campaign, has written: 

Murdoch could possibly be laughed 
off btxt cot Dawnay. In all the 
history of the Gallipoli campaign, 

nothing is more surprising than the 
spectacle of lids exceptionally com¬ 
petent young staff officer advising 
ministers to over-rule the authority 

of his own commandeMinfoiefL 
Yours faithfully, 

PETER T. SCOTT 

( Manag in g Editor, 

The Great War. The Illustrated 
Journal of First World War 
History). m 

6 Cranleigh Gardens, 

SanderStead, 

South Croydon, 

Surrey. 

radiocarbon years before AD 
1950. 

The only way to handle radio¬ 
carbon dates in an historical 
context is to calibrate them—Le^ 
to turn the radiocarbon date into 
an estimate of real catendrical age. 
The resulting date should be 
reported as CalBC (short for 
calibrated age BQ or ChlAD. 

In round figures, the 

internationally accepted Pear- 
son/Stuiver calibration curve, the 
resulting range is 1550-1750 
CalBC Such an age range would 
appear to be entirely consistent 
with foe older date suggested by 
Kathleen Kenyon in foe 1950s. 
Thus, the new evidence does not 
back the biblical stray of Jericho’s 
feu 

Yours etc, 

MIKE BAILLIE, 

The Queen’s University 
ofBeuast, 

Palaeoecology Centre, 

Belfast, 

Northern Ireland. 

February 28. 

factoring, metal, or car produc¬ 
tion; a further 10 per cent are 
engaged in construction, coal, oil, 
agriculture and forestry; 12 per 
cent are in distribution, transport, 
and e onMwppiearirtna and only 23 

per cent wnrlr in hanking, finance, 

and other service industries. 

The text of my speech (report, 
February 28X of which we are 
sending Mr Knox a copy, makes it 
dear that the IbD and its members 
take a compassionate view to¬ 
wards society’s genuine casualties, 
and that they stand firmly for 
proper ethics and morality being 
applied to the way money is made 
and then disbursed. 

Yours faithfully, 

PETER MORGAN, 

Director General, 

Institute of Directors, 

116 Pall Mall, SW1. 

MarchS. 

reasons why the tunneTs vehicle 
shuttle, if operated as proposed 
without segratmg passengers from 
their vehicles, would pose un¬ 
acceptable risks of accidental fire. 
The Alpine tunnels are much 
shorter, the trains are dower, 
vehicles are transported in open 
wagons which permit the dissipa¬ 
tion of gas and petrol vapours, the 
tunnels carry much less traffic, the 
number of lives at risk at any one 
moment is far smaller. 

The tunnel which most closely 
resembles the flia pnd timnri fe 
foe Sc ik an tunnel, in Japan. This 
tunnel also carries road vehicles 
on rail wagons, but the vehicles 
are lifted cm to the wagons raid 
their fuel tanks are drained. Such a 
precaution, or even the milder 
precaution of segregation, might 
well reduce the ride of accidental 
fire in the Channel tunnel to an 
acceptable level, but who would 
then use the tunnel rather than 
driving the few extra miles to the 
ferries or hovercraft? 

Yours faithfully, 

STEPHEN PLOWDEN, 

69 Albert Street, NW1. 

March 5. 


Soviet reshuffle 

From Mr Nick Winter 
Sir, Mr Nicolas Mynett (February 
2 7) asks why hfe favourite drink in 
Germany haft changed its i»hm» 
from “Vodka Gorbachov” to 
"Vodka Pushkin”. After a few 
glasses of the stuff foe answer 
becomes dear. The politi cian is 
using foe poet to pursue his 
foreign policy, as 1 can dem¬ 
onstrate with my rough transla¬ 
tion of some lines from Pushkin's 
1831 poem, “To the Slanderers of 
Russia”. (The original mm Jje 
found in foe 1974 Moscow 10- 
volume edition of Pushkin s 
works, voL 2, pp. 269-70): 

What has angered you? The wwwt 
in Iithnamia? 

leave it alone; it’s a quarrel for the 
Slavs themselves. 

An old, domestic quarrel, well hung 
in the balance of Fate, 

A question which you will not 
resolve. 

Mr Gorbachov is dearly a man 
with whom one might not only do 
business, but also have a cosy 
literary chat over a bottle or 
two... 

Yours eta, 

NICK WINTER, 

51 King Street, 

AKtebargh, Suffolk. 

March 3. 
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COURT 

AND 

SOCIAL 


OBITUARIES 


COURT 

CIRCULAR 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
Much 7: His Excellency Mr 
Ppffl Bttoendat Ramidsor was 
Rcerved in audience by The 


Credence as Ambassador 
extr aordinary and Plenipot¬ 
entiary from Suriname to tbe 
Court of St James’s. 

.His Excellency was accompa¬ 
nied by the following member of 
tiie Embassy; Mr D. Toemin 
(Second Secretary). 

Mrs Ramidsor was received 
by Her Majesty. 

Sir Patrick Wright (Perma¬ 
nent Under-Secretary of State 
for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs) was present and tbe 
Household in Waiting were in 

attendance. 

Mr Michael Weston was 
received in audience by Tbe 
Queen and ldssed hands upon 
Ms appointment as Her Maj¬ 
esty’s Ambassador Extraor¬ 
dinary and Plenipotentiary at 
Kuwait. 

The Baroness Blatch was 
received by Her Majesty upon 
her appointment as a Baroness 
in Waiting to The Queen. 

Tbe Queen and The Duke of 
Edinburgh this evening at¬ 
tended a Gala Concert in aid of 
the AMebmgh Foundation at 
the Barbican Centre, London, 
EC2. 

Her Majesty and His Royal 
Highness were received by die 
Right Hon the Lord Mayor (Sir 
Hugh Bidwell) and Sir 
Harold Atcheriey (Chairman, 
Aldcbuigb Foundation). 

During the interval Tbe 
Queen and The Duke of 
Edinburgh, escorted by His 
Excellency the Ambassador of 
Iceland, viewed an exhibition of 
Icelandic Ait. 

The Countess of Airlie, Sir 
Robert Ffellowes and Lieuten¬ 
ant-Colonel Blair Stewart- 
Wilson were in attendance. 

The Queen was represented 
by tbe Earl of Strathmore and 
Kinghome (Lord in Waiting) at 
the Memorial Service for the 
Lord Gardiner (formerly Lord 
Chancellor) which was held In 
the Temple Church, London 
EC4, this afternoon. 

By command of The Queen, 
die Earl of Strathmore and 
Kinghome (Lord in Waiting) 
was present at Heathrow Air¬ 
port, London this morning upon 
the arrival of The King of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 
and welcomed His Mriesty on 
behalf of Her Majesty. 

This morning The Princess 
Royal, President, British Knit¬ 
ting and Clothing Export 
Council, visited Company X 
Fashions Limited, 142 Seven 
Sisters Road, London. 

Afterwards Her Royal High¬ 
ness visited Monix Limited, 


Pem bro ke Road, Muswdl Hill, 
London. 

Subsequently The Princess 
Royal visited Morgan & Oates 
TJiriiT ed, The Pentland Centre, 
Squires Lane, London. 

In the afternoon Her Royal 
Highness, President, Royal 
Yachting Association, attended 
tbe Annual General Meeting of 
the Association at Inn on tire 
Park Hotel. London. 

The Princess Royal was 
attended by Mrs Richard Carew 
Pole. 

CLARENCE HOUSE 
Match 7: Queen Elizabeth The 
Queen Mother, Patron of the 
Institute of Leisure and 

Amenity Management, this 
morning received holders of the 
Elizabeth Medal at Clarence 
House. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
March 7: The Prince of Wales, 
Duke of Cornwall, presided at a 
meeting of Tbe Prince’s Council 
at 10 FbH-Jringtinm Gate, swi. 

Subsequently The Prince and 
Princess of Wales entertained 
members of the Council and 
Duchy Jsmrf Stewards to lunch 
at Kensington Palace. 

The Prince of Wales, Presi¬ 
dent, Prince's Youth Business 
Trust, gave a dinner for support¬ 
ers of the Trust’s appeal, at 
Kensington Palace. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
March 7: The Duke of 
Gloucester, Colond-in-Chiefi 
Gloucestershire Regiment, to¬ 
day received Lieutenant- 
Colonel Robert Dixon on 
retinquishing the appo intmen t 
as Commanding Officer and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Peter 
Durrant on assuming the 
appointment. 

In the evening His Royal 
Highness, President, Parents 
Against Tobacco, was present at 
a reception at St James's Palace; 
London, SWI. 

Major Nicholas Barne was in 

YORK HOUSE 
ST JAMES’S PALACE 
March 7: The Duke and Duch¬ 
ess of Kent today visited Ash 
Field School, Broad Avenue, 
Leicester; this afternoon they 
visited the Leicester and County 
Mission for the Dea£ Welfbrd 
Road and, later, the British 
Shoe Corporation Limited, 
Sunnmgdale Road, Leicester. 

Their Royal Highnesses were 
attended by Mrs David Napier 
and Captain the Hon Chris¬ 
topher Knollys. 

The Duke of Kent, Part on of 
the Leukaemia Research Fund, 
this evening attended a Recep¬ 
tion at the Army and Navy 
Gob, Pall Mall, London SWI 
and, later, attended the Farewell 
Dinner for Members of County 
Hall Branch of Royal British 
Legion and Other Ex-Service¬ 
men at County Hall, London, 
SE1. 

Mr Andrew Palmer was in 
attendance. 


GILES KERSHAW 

Intrepid flying man with a love for the heart of Antarctica 


Giles Kershaw, FRGS, an 
intrepid polar flyer, who had 
spent a number of years with 
the British Antarctic Survey, 
and performed prodigious 
feats of flying in support of the 
Transglobe Expedition led by 
Sir Ranulph Twistleton- 
Wykeham-Fiennes in the 
1980s, was killed in an air 
accident in Antarctica on 
March 5. He was 41, and was 
regarded as one of the most 
experienced of polar pilots. 

He was killed flying a 
gyrocopter type of aircraft 
which crashed on the Jones ice 
shelf east of Adelaide Island, 
off the west coast of The 
Antarctic peninsula. 

Kershaw was a pilot with 
numerous “firsts” and other 
remarkable aviation exploits 
to his credit He was the first 
man to fly round the world 
over both the North and 
South Poles, during the 
Transglobe Expedition in 
1980-81. Indeed, during the 
period of the expedition he 
flew the equivalent of five 
times round the world. 
Throughout this period 
Kershaw’s task was to make 
sure that the three-man ream 
was kept supplied with food 
and ftieL 

He will also be remembered 
in Argentine naval circles far 
his rescue of three officers 
from the cruiser General 
Bdgrano (later sunk in the 
Falklands conflict) who had 
become marooned on an ice¬ 
floe while on an Antarctic 
expedition. In 1980 be also 
flew across thousands of miles 
of trackless, frozen wastes to 
rescue three South African 
scientists who woe nearing 
the end of their tether after 
eight days marooned amid the 
Antarctic ice. 

He was born in India on 
August 27, 1948. A love of 
flying was instilled into him at 
an early age through his 
father’s job, spraying crops of 
tea and rubber from the air. 

Kershaw spent his early 
years in India, though be came 
to Britain, to go to school at St 
Edmund’s, Ware. 

He wanted to make a career 
in the RAF but — astonish- 




Kershaw (left) with his flight engineer, Gerry Ntcholson, and their Twin Otter 
ingly in view ofhis subsequent critics who saw in this dev- ice fields which he bad pains- 


exploits — failed to pass the 
pilot’s medical because of his 
eyesight. A pilot's career ap¬ 
peared to be dosed to him. 

However, with the support 
of his parents, he took bis 
Private Pilot’s Licence, and 
then, after his father's death, 
worked his own way, support¬ 
ing hims elf with odd jobs, to 
his c omm ercial licence. 

In 1974 he answered an 
advert for a pilot -for the 


dopment a danger that this 
virgin territory would become 
a dumping ground for cola 
cans and orange peeL Under 
Kershaw's eagle scrutiny not 
one piece of matter, organic or 
inorganic, which was brought 
into the Antarctic, was not 
talran out again. 

Kershaw believed that the 
opening up of Anarch ca 
should not be the preserve of 
the unitary and government 


British Antarctic Survey. He- agencies, and though he often 
flew for the Survey until 1979, encountered obstruction, was 


in which time he developed a 
deep affinity with the Ant¬ 
arctic. He came to love and 
respect its hostile terrain and 
unusual fauna. Indeed, when. 


<totArmiin»ri that the co ntinent 

should be accessible to private 
enterprise. 

It was Kershaw's remark¬ 
able aircraft-handling ability 


later, he became a founder-, that made these trips possible 
member of Adventure Net- in the first place. It was not at 


work International, a firm 
specializing in holidays for the 
intrepid to the South Pole, he 
acted from the outset to 
silence the voices of those 


first thought feasible to op¬ 
erate fixed-wing aircraft from 
"dvffization” to the Antarctic. 
But Kershaw demonstrated 
that a DC4 could be landed on 


takingly researched. Thus the 
expedition members could be 
flown direct from Pimta Are¬ 
nas in Chile, to the Antarctic, 
and then on to destinations 
within the ice-bound conti¬ 
nent by Twin Otter, the 
workhorse of polar flying. 

Kershaw had been a captain 
with Britannia Airways and 
was, ax the time ofhis death, a 
first officer on Boeing 747s 
with Cathay Pacific. 

He was a pilot of enormous 
powers of concentration and 
endurance. He could endure 
extremes of heat (he had flown 
for an engineering firm in 
Oman) as wdl as of cold. He 
was regarded by his contem¬ 
poraries as an Antarctic pilot 
without peer. 

He leaves his widow, Anne, 
and a son of his first marriage 
to Yvonne, also a pilot 


LUIS CARLOS PRESTES 

Army captain who became Brazil’s best known Communist 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Mr AJ. Bidden 
and Mile VJ.C. TeUier 
Tbe engagement is announced 
between Adrian, younger son of 
Canon and Mis CD. Biddell, of 
Chester, and Vferonique, daugh¬ 
ter of Monsieur J-L. Tellier and 
Mme A-M. Oldham, of Paris. 

MrSLC. Breeze 
and Miss J. Pfcshley 
The engagement is announced 
between Steven Christopher, 
only son of Mr and Mrs Ronald 
Breeze, of Stourbridge, West 
Midlands, and Julie, only 
daughter of Mr and Mrs James 
Pashley, of Thorngumbald, East 
Yorkshire. 

MrF-J. Brown 
and Miss JJPJS. Williams 
The engagement is announced 
between Frederick John, 
younger son of Mr and Mrs A 
Brown, of Brooklands, 

Manchester, and Jacqueline 
Patricia Sinclair, only daughter 
of Mr and MisTJLS. Williams, 
of Church Crookbam, 

Hampshire. 

Mr L CoxM 

and Miss AX. Greensntith 
The engagement is announced 
between Iain, younger son of Mr 
and Mrs DJS. Coxon, of West 
Rain ton, Co Durham, and 
Annette Louise, only daughter 
of Mr and Mrs M.C.N. 

Greensmith. of Strettou 
Grandison, Herefordshire. 

Mr BJ*. Legg 
and Miss H. West 
The engagement is announced 
between Benedick, son of Dr 
NJ. Legg and of Mrs MLL. Legg, 
both of London, and Harriet, _ _ „ 

daughter of Mr and Mrs D.W. lylarriaPP 
West, of Ashford in tbe Water, ® 

Derbyshire. 

Mr P. Nolan 
and Miss M. Karykowsk 
The engagement is announced 
between 1%trick, only son of Mr 
and Mrs T. Nolan, of Dublin, 

Ireland, and Mira, only daugh¬ 
ter of Mr and Mrs J. Karykowsk, 
of Wroclaw, Poland. 


Mr M.W. Ptoole 
and Miss V.C. Hartley 

The engagement is announced 
between Mathew, son of Mr and 
Mrs M. J. Q. Poole, of 
Dannervirke, New Zealand, and 
Vanessa, daughter of the late Mr 
A.V. Hartley and of Mrs 
Hartley, of Staplecross, E 
Sussex. 

Mr JjGjS. Round 
and Miss EL Clegg 

The engagement is announced 
between Julian, son of Mr 
Anthony Renouf and the late 
Mrs Renouf, of Sussex, and 
Elisabeth, the only daughter of 
Mr and Mrs Nicholas Clegg, of 
Bledlow, Bucks. 

Mr P.S. Winfield 
and Miss FJ. Drummond 

Tbe engagement Is announced 
between Peregrine, eldest son of 
Mr and Mrs Edward Winfield, 
of Piercebridge, Co Durham, 
and Fiona, youngest daughter of 
Mis Sheila Jennings, of Burton 
Bradsiock. Dorset, and the 
late Major Geoffrey Hugh 
Drummond. 

Mr J A. Worth 
and Miss SA. Ramsbotham 


Luis Carios Prestes, South 
America’s best known Com¬ 
munist of the old school who 
was Secretary^general of the 
Brazilian pro Moscow Com¬ 
munist Party for over 40 
years, died yesterday in Riode 
Janeiro at the age of 92. 

He died in a public hospital 
in poverty, his expenses hav¬ 
ing been paid by Oscar Nie- 
meyet, the chief architect of 
Brasilia, the new capitaL 
Prestes, an Army engineer 
officer who rose to the rank of 
captain, joined in two militaiy 
revolts in the 1920s against 
governments of the day and 
became famous throughout 
Brazil for leading the so-called 
"Prestes Column” of 1,300 
rebel troops on a long march 
over 11,000 miles through the 
jungle which lasted for almost 
two years as a social protest 
After spending long terms in 
prison or in exile Prestes 
probably exercised his greatest 
influence between 1961 and 


1964 during the moderate left 
Presidency ofJoSo GoularL 

Prestes, with Ms pro¬ 
fessional fighting experience, 
was critical of "Che” Gueva¬ 
ra’s attempt to install com¬ 
munism in Bolivia in the mid 
1960s and also sceptical of the 
rfianrwa of urban guerrilla 
movements in his own coun- 

«ry- 

The son of a career army 
officer and a teacher, Prestes 
was born on January 3, 1898. 
and grew up in a middle class 
neighborhood ofPorto Alegre, 
Rio Grande do SuL 

After secondary education 
Prestes got his first taste of 
politics when be attended the 
prestigious Realengo Military 
Academy. The young Brazil¬ 
ian military had beome a 
hothouse for political dissent 
ever since officers conspired 
to topple the Brazilian Em¬ 
peror late last century and 
Prestes’s classmates were 
steeped in a tradition of 


opposition to the government 

His initiation as a revolu¬ 
tionary took {dace when he 
was recruited for a key role in 
the' 1924 uprising against 
President Artur Bernardes. 

Prestes became the move¬ 
ment's most ardent com- 
/nander. Between 1924 and 
1927, he led a rebel band 
fleeing loyalist troops and 
attempting to indie others to 
overthrow the government 
His exploits ended in defeat 
but they had earned him the 
nickname of "The Knight of 
Hope? 

A long period of exile 
followed in Bolivia, Argen¬ 
tina, and the Soviet Union 
where he finally became a 
Marxist returning clandes¬ 
tinely to Brazil in foe 1930s to 
head the fledgling Brazilian 
Communist Party (PCB). 

In 1935, he led an attempted 
uprising against Getulio Var¬ 
gas, the populist dictator. 


In 1945, Prestes was elected 
to the Senate, getting the 
highest personal vote but the 
PCB was banned two years 
later. 

In 1964, after opposing the 
military coup which toppled 
the Goulart government, 
Prestes was sentenced in his 
absence to 14 years jail but 
managed to lead a clandestine 
existence before going again to 
Moscow. 

He returned to Brazil in 
1979 when the ban on oppo¬ 
sition parties was lifted. But 
immediately the old revolu¬ 
tionary began to have dif¬ 
ferences with the, PCB 
leadership and alter delivering 
a stinging critique of the party 
was removed from the sec¬ 
retary general's post and in 
1984 expelled from the parly. 

In 1938 his first wife, Olga, 
of German Jewish origin, was 
handed over by tbe Brazilian 
authorities to Nazi Germany, 


GARY MERRILL 

A craftsmanlike actor 
among the stars 


Gary Merrill, tbe deep-voiced, 
rugged-featured American ac¬ 
tor best known for his role 
opposite Bene Davis in the 
1950 film All About Eve, died 
on March 5 in Falmouth, 
Maine, after a two-year battle 
against lung cancer. He was 
74. 

In Joseph L. ManJdewicz's 
abrasive portrait of Broad¬ 
way's venal passions, Merrill 
played Bill Sampson, a young 
theatre director in love with 
an aging, vituperative star 
actress. Real life mirrored 
fiction: Merrill and Davis ftU 
in love on the set and married 
soon after shooting finished. 

Divorce followed in 1960 
after 10 stormy years; their 
only subsequent communica¬ 
tion came in 1985, when 
Merrill publicly protested 
against the publication of My 
Mother's Keeper, an acidulous 
biography by Davis’s daugh¬ 
ter, Barbara. 

"Wherever there’s magic 
and make-believe and an 
audience, there's theatre, 1 * the 
Sampson character eulogised 
in AH About Eve. Merrill 
himself enjoyed a theatrical 
training — he made his stage 
debut in 1937 — though he 
never shared Sampson's 
commitment to his chosen 
profession. "An adequate ac¬ 
tor,” he termed himseii; "I 
never worked at it; I had no 
drive, really,” he told one 
interviewer. 

At the timeof All About Eve. 
he was a rising contract player 
at 20th Century-Fox. Holly¬ 
wood continued to find parts 
for him throughout the 1950s 
and 1960s, though his dev¬ 
elopment was hampered by 
his serious demeanour on 
screen. You hired Merrill for 
his handsome looks and de¬ 
pendability, not for his 
sparkle. 

Gary Franklin Merrill was 
born on August 2, 1915, in 
Hartford, Connecticut. After 
studying at various New Eng¬ 
land schools and taking pri¬ 
vate acting lessons, he landed 
on Broadway in-1937, assum¬ 
ing Josfe Ferrer’s role in 
Brother Rat, a broad comedy 
set at the Virginia Military 
Institute. 

Other service parts fol¬ 
lowed: during the Second 
World War, while a member 
of the United States Army Air 
Force, he appeared in Irving 
Berlin's revue This Is The 
Army and Moss Hart’s Air 
Corps salute Winged Victory; 
reverentially filmed in 1944 
with many of the original cast 
—Merrill included. 

At least Bom Yesterday got 


perfor¬ 
in 
High 


In Twelve O'clock Blgjk 

him out of uniform: Garaon 
Kanin’s 1946 comedy hit cast 
Merrill as Paul VerraH, the 
New Republic writer who in- 
traduced Judy Holliday 1 * 
dumb blonde to Thomas 
Paine, Sibelius, and tbe civi¬ 
lised graces. Even that severe 
critic George Jean Nathan 
described Merrill's 
mance as “tip-top". 

Hollywood called 
1949. Twelve O'C 
(1950) found him back behind 
the epaulettes as an over- 
conscientious colonel serving 
with a bombing squadron in 
war-time England. He teamed 
with Davis again in the 
lumbering melodrama 
Another Man's Poison <1952) 
and the episodic Phone Call 
From A Stronger (1952). 

Later films proved a mired 
bag, ranging from Westerns 
(The Wonderfid Country, 
1959) and a Jules Verne-based 
fantasy Mysterious Island, 
1961) Co bland family fun 
(Huckleberry Finn. 1974). 
Merrill continued to act an 
stage — his last role came in 
1980 with the Broadway re¬ 
vival of Morning’s At Seven - 
and undertook assorted work 
for the small screen. The 1970 
Monte Carlo television festi¬ 
val gave him an award for his 
role as a lobster fisherman in 
Summer Is Forever, filmed on 
the Maine coast. 

Maine, indeed, was the 
place where Merrill felt most 
at home. In 1968 he made an 
unsuccessful bid to enter local 
politics, losing an election as 
Republican candidate to the 
State legislature. 6 

Merrill and Bette Davis had 
two adopted children; he was 
also previously married to the 
actress Barbara Leeds. 
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FABIA DRAKE 


Peter SaUis writes: . 

May I mention Fabia Drake 
(obituary, March 2) as a 
teacher? Those of us who 
passed through her hands at 
RADA wifl never forget her. 
It’s said that you cannot teach 
anyone to act Maybe: but 
Fabia made you believe that it 
could be done. 

If I had found myself in the 
position of taking an unknown 
and training him or her to play 
Benedict or Beatrice with no 
previous experience I would 
have chosen Fabia to be the 


guide. Formidable in middle 
age. she dominated the class¬ 
room. Some might say that 
she dominated it too mud, 
but Fabia was interested in 
only one thing: the truth. 

Any inflection, emotion, 
gesture or intonation that 
appeared to her other than 
utterly genuine was ruthlessly 
exposed. 

Her eye and ear never 
relaxed. Her voice, when she 
came to give judgement- 
brooked no argument Us* 
ally, in my view, she was right 
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The engagement is announced 
between John Alexander, son of 
Mr and Mrs J. Howarth Worth, 
of Davenham. Cheshire, and 
Sarah Anne, only daughter of 
Mr and Mrs Michael J.F. 
Ramsbotham, of Lough ton, 
Milton Keynes. 


Mr BJS. Sheldrick 
and Mrs NLS. Feyi-Waboso 
Tbe marriage took place < 
Saturday, March 3, 1990, at 
The Friends’ Meeting House, 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, 
between Mr Basil Sidney 
Sheldrick and Mrs Margaret 
Spence Feyi-Waboso. 


Today’s royal 
engagements 

the Queen and The Duke of 
Edinburgh will visit the Royal 
Over-Seas League ax 3.00 to 
mark its 80tb anniversary. 

The Dnke of Edin 
Patron of the Chartered 
of Designers, will attend a 

r lee thanksgiving service at 
George’s, Bloomsbury, at 
11.55 followed by a reception az 

the society’s headquarters. 

The princess of Wales will visit 
the Solihull Juvenile Centre, 
Ckaig Croft, Chdmsley Wood, 
West Midlands, at 11.05; open 
the "Careers for the 1990s" 
exhibition at the National Ex¬ 
hibition Centre at 12.05; and, as 
Patron of tbe Child Accident 
Prevention Trust, will visit the 
Birmingham Accident Hospital 
at 1.50. 

Tbe Princess Royal will attend 
the Royal Association of British 
Dairy Farmers’ Conference and 
dinner at the Abbey Hotel, 
Malvern, at 3.15. 

The Duchess of Gloucester will 
open the "Women and Health” 
conference for the National 
Council of Women of Great 
Britain at the Commonwealth 
Institute at 1,20. 


Birthdays today 

Colonel Sir Henry Abel Smith, 
former governor, Queensland, 
90 ; Mayor-General Sir Chris¬ 
topher Airy, royal equerry, 56; 
Sir John Badenoch, physician, 
70 ; Mr Gyles Brandreth, author 
and broadcaster, 42 ; Sir J ulian 
Bullard, diplomat, 62; Sir 
Anthony Caro, sculptor. 66; Sir 
James Comyn. former High 
Court judge, 69 ; Mr Phil Ed¬ 
monds, cricketer. 39; Mr Mich¬ 
ael Grade, chief executive, 
Channel 4. 47 ; the Hon Douglas 
Hurd, MP, 60; Mr Michad 
Inch bald, founder. Inch bald 
Schools ofDesign and Fine Arts, 
70 ; Miss Ann Jenner, ballerina, 
46 ; Sir Geoffrey Meade, former 
consul, 88; Miss Lynn 
Redgrave, actress, 47 ; Miss 
Lynn Seymour, ballerina, 51; 
Professor Norman Stone, mod- 
era historian. 49 ; Mr Robert 
Tear tenor. Si; Mr J.S. 
Tomkinson, obstetrician and 
gynaecologist, 74 ; Mr David 
Wilkie, swimmer, 36. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS: John FotheigiH, phy¬ 
sician, Wensleydale, Yorkshire, 
1712; Cari Philipp Bach, com¬ 
poser, Weimar, Germany, 1714; 
Richard Howe, Earl Howe, ad¬ 
miral, London. 1726; William 
Roscoe, historian, Liverpool, 
1753; Kenneth Grahame, au¬ 
thor of The Wind in the Wil¬ 
lows, Edinburgh, 1859; Otto 
Hahn, pioneer of nuclear fis¬ 
sion, Nobel laureate 1944, 
Frankfurt am Main, 1879. 

DEATHS: William m, reigned 
with Mary 1689-94, then alone 
to 1702, London, 1702; Abra¬ 
ham Darby, iron founder, 
Worcester, 1717; Sir William 
Chambers, architect, London, 
1796; Sawney Gilpin, animal 
painter. London, 1807; Hector 
Berlioz, composer, Paris, 1869; 
Millard Fillmore, 13th president 
of the USA 1850-53. Buffelo, 
New York, 1874; John Ericsson, 
pioneer of the screw propeller. 
New York, 1889; Count Ferdi¬ 
nand von Zeppelin, airship 
constructor, Charlottenburg, 
Germany, 1917; Sherwood 
Anderson, novelist. Colon. Pan¬ 
ama, 1941; Sir Thomas Bee- 
chain, Bt, conductor, 1961; 
Richard Austen Butler, -Baron 
Butler of Saffron Walden, 1982; 
Sir William Walton, composer, 
Ischia. 1983. 

Accession of Anne (reigned until 
1714), 1702. American Marines 
landed in Vietnam, 1965. 


College of 
Anaesthetists 

Dr D. R. G. Browne was elected 
to the Council of the Cbllqge of 
Anaesthetists at the election 
held on March 7,1990. 


Buckingham Palace 
Luncheon 

The Queen and tbe Duke of 
Edinburgh held a luncheon 
party at Buckingham Palace 
yesterday. The gnests were: 

Miss Angela Griffin (chief exec¬ 
utive of SandweU District 
Council). Mrs Sarah Watkins 
(mistress of Heaibfield 
ol), Mr Finlay CaJder 
(international rugby footballer), 
Mr Maldwin Drummond 
{former and author). Professor 
W illiam Mitchell (chairman. 
Science and Engineering 
Research Council), Lord Justice 
Taylor (Lord Justice of Appeal), 
Sir Peter Wakefield (director, 
National Art-Collections Fund) 
and Mr Will Wyatt (assistant 
managing director of BBC 
Television). 


Holborn Law Society 
Mr Peter Williamson, President 
of the Hofoom Law Society, 
accompanied by Mrs William , 
son, presided at the annual 
dinner held last night at the 
New Connaught.Rooms. Field 
Marshal Lord BramaO, Lord 
Lieutenant of Greater London, 
accompanied by Lady BramalL 
was the principal guest. Among 
others present were; 



.jWje Jams Fac-Amnnvs. QC. and 
Mra Fax-Andrew*. the President of 


MB Ward, tbe 


rat of tog Law Society 
ot nw cay ot London 
owiowi- company and Mrs Young. 

Timber Trade Federation 
Lord Trefgame, Minister of 
State for Trade, was the guest 
speaker at the annual dinner of 
the Timber Trade Federation 
held last night at Grosvenor 
House. Mr Terence Mallinson, 


Dinners 


president, was in the chair. 
Among others present were: 

Tlw Canadian HMh Oo naniw iouar. 
Bjj N wn wp u n AnXaamdor. tha put 

nwtne Ambassador, m* Pousta Amttts- 

ndar tht ACUng HU 

Cor Malaysia and atm 

Ow Dttamauc Corns. 

Sodety of Chemical Industry 
Sir Geoffrey Allen, President of 
the Society' of Chemical In¬ 
dustry, presented Mr Rohm 
Horton with tbe centenary 
medal award at a dinner hdd 
last night at the Hotel 
InterContinental. Among those 
present were: 

Lord and Lady Kestr&on-Sir Peter and 
Lady WaBara. me Manor of me 
SH OT* Company and Lady Palmer, 
tbe Principal and VicaOtancaUar or 
SJralMytle UolvmrwUy and _Lxty HID*. 
Dm Preaidant or um tnentuae or 
M aai n r m ii.n l and Control ami Mrs 
Aincrtoa. Dr and Mrs I J OnAam- 
Brvoe end Dr and Mr TO M Ben. 

European Association of 
Professional Secretaries 
Tbe European Association of 
Pro fe ss i onal Secretaries* annual 
dinner for UK members and 
their guests was held at 
Claridge’s hotel last night. Miss 
Barbara Smith, national sec¬ 
retary, presided and Mr Wally 
Olios was the guest of honour. 


Mr Colin Frizzell and Miss 
Wendy Syer also spoke. 

European Democ rati c Grcap 
The members of the European 
Democratic Group in the Euro¬ 
pean Parliament gave a dinner 
on Monday at the St Stephen's 
Club. Sir Christopher Prout, 
QG MEP, presided. Graf Franz 
Ludwig von Staufienberg, Mem¬ 
ber of the European Parliament, 
was the guest of honour. Mem¬ 
bers of both Houses of Par¬ 
liament attended. 

University ntt Chd» 

Dr Theq Redpath presided at a 
University Pitt Qub dinner held 
on Monday night at Merchant 
Taylors’ HalL Mr Simon 
Duckworth, Joint Honorary 
Secretary, addressed the club; 
and the traditional Qub Toasts 
were proposed. Those who 
spoke included: 

s 

and Mr 


Luncheons 


Newspaper Society 

Tbe Prime Minister was 


the 


guest of the Newspaper Society 
at a luncheon held yesterday at 
Bloomsbury House. Mr Fred 
Johnston, president, was host 
The Hon Sir Richard Storey, 
senior vicerpresident, Mr John 
Aldridge,Junior vice-president, 
and Mr Ray Tindle, treasurer, 
were among those present. 

Victory (Services) Association 

The Lord Mayor of West¬ 
minster was the guest of honour 
and speaker at a luncheon given 
yesterday by the Coundl of the 
Victory (Services) Association 
at the Victory Services Qub. Air 
Marshal Sir Frederick Sowrey, 
president, was in the chair. 
Among others present were; 
Admiral Sir Brum Brown. General Str 
John Ardnr. .Oenem sir Hobart 
Pncoe. Air CMef Marshal Sir Davw 
Swum. Lieutenant-General str jamea 
Witten, Air Marshal Sir Brendan 
Jackson. Rear Admiral n a Purvis. 
Ah-VWe-Manhal O O Crwy»vnuiam 
and Vice-Admiral R P Og. usn 

British Council 

Sir Richard Frauds, Director- 
General of the British CoundL 


was host yesterday at a luncheon 
hdd at the Waldorf Hotel to 
mark the Anglo-Soviet bi-lateral 
talks. Mr Aleksei Glukhov, of 
tbe Cultural Department of the 
Soviet Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, led the Soviet delegation 
and Mr Nicholas Flam , Head of 
the Cultural Relations Depart¬ 
ment of the Foreign and 
Com on wealth Office, led the 
British delegation. 

Primrose League 
Colonel Patrick Porteous, VQ 
was tbe guest speaker at a 
luncheon of the West Sussex 
branch of the Primrose 
held yesterday at Chichester 
College of ^Technology. Mr Ron¬ 
nie Politeyan, branch chairman, 
presided. 

Medlai Society 

Mr George Russell, Chairman 
of the (BA, was the guest speaker 
at a luncheon of the Media 
Sodety held yesterday at the 
Cafe Royal. Mr Philip White¬ 
head, presided. 


Lecture 

British Library 

Mr David Rosson, Director 
General of the British Library's 
Science Technology and In¬ 
dustry Division, chaired the 
fourth annual Dainion lecture, 
hdd on Monday, March 5, at 
the Royal Sodety. London 
SWI. Mr Robert Maxwell, MC, 
spoke on “Information technol¬ 
ogy as a way of reducing the 
costs and time in tbe dissemina¬ 
tion of sdentifte and technologi¬ 
cal information". Among those 
present were: 

Lord Dafatton- forum- aahm, 
Mr TWwM&t 

u®*. uwg 


KarawliiHamB 

Brttttfa Ubrarv, 


COOPT- Chief Executive. 


Lord Maclean 

A tha n ksgiving sendee for the 
life of The Lord Maclean, KT, 
GCVO, KBE, will be held at The 
Guards ChapeL Wellington Bar¬ 
racks, on May 3,1990, at noon. 
Applications for tickets from 
Regimental Headquarters, Scots 
Guards. 01-873 6118/6119. 


Memorial services 


Mr Deogbu Long 
A service of thanksgiving for the 
life of Mr Douglas Long was 
held yesterday at St Bride’s, 
Fleet Street. Canon John Gates 
officiated. 

Mr Mark Long, son, read To 
my friends from The Mirror 
Maker by Primo Levi and Mr 
Pieter Cole, Editor of The Sun¬ 
day Correspondent, read from 
the works of Canon Henry Scott 
Holland. The Rev Richard 
Moberty, Chaplain of Mirror 
Group Newspapers, read the 
lesson and Mr Duncan Camp¬ 
bell gave an address. Among 
those present were: 

CwtoowX Mrpmnta Lxwjb 
Mae. 

Lora ATdWick. jS 1 p_ Edward 


Mr Hugn Moucer fcMirmMi 
Industry owfisss Ndkxw 
goMfamNp Service). Mr CtwMotfNC 

CAO<tflrt-PHce>. Mr Alan Wanr and 
Mn Lsutoc BanUM <DOa 0 M DMU> 
Yownp. Mr Ted O'Brim and Mr S 
(Sooat 823 . Mr M Cottd? 



m HPAsr 


Robert*. M» 
■MM. Mr 
Mr an 

__ ____ . wn . Mr 

Atetan Thomas, Mr Alan 

Robert Edward*. Mr T<__ 

2 «er. Mr Donald Oant. Mr A Prtefc 
Warren. MrM 
Keys. Mr am Miles. Mr and Mrvj 
Andrews. Mr Ketut Batchelor. Mr Bag 
Blacktop and Mm K Cooper. ' 

Mr John Heddle, MP 
The Prime Minister attended 4 
service of thanksgiving for the 
fife of Mr John Heddle, MR 
held y e st erda y in the Chapel of 
St Mary Undercroft. Palace of 
Westminster. Canon Donakf 
Gray, Chaplain to the Speaker 
officiated. 

Mr Andrew Heddle, son, and 
the Speaker read the lessons and 

Miss Nicola Heddle, daughter 

read from the works of Christina 
Rossetti. Mr Michael Howard; 
QC, Secretary of Stare fof 
Employment, gave an address. • 
Sir Geoffrey Howe, QC, Lord 
President of the Council and 
Deputy Prime Minister, and Mf 
Kenneth Baker, Chairman of 
the Conservative Party, at- 
iwJnSS tende<J - Mr Edward Heath, MR 

S3™* dll ' Mr ■ 
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Latest wills 

Lieutenant Colonel Olive 
E mm a Booth Booth. Salvation 
Army, of London SE5, grand, 
daughter of its founder. General 
William Booth, left estate val¬ 
ued at £356,190 net She left 
"£20,000 to the Salvation Army. 
Colonel Herbert Frederic 
Harwood Eve, of Earnham, 
Surrey, left estate valued at 
£1,323,084 net. He left his estate 
to personal legatees. 

Lady Fairfield, of Haslemere. 
Surrey; widow of Sir Ronald 
Fairfidd, left estate valued at 
£1,517,181 net 

Mrs Nella Murid WQson, of St 
Michael’s, Tenterden, Kent, left 
estate Valued at £1,005,135 net. 
Mrs Rdze Last, of London N2, 
left estate valued at £1,817,428 
net She left £190,000 and effects 
to relatives and the residue for 
the relief of ekterfy Jewish 
people of limited means. 


Templeton prize 

for Aust ralian 

Mr Charles Birch, aged 72, the 
Australian philosopher, a*® 
theologian, has joined Mother 
Teresa, Dr Billy Graham and 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn ■ as 4 
winner of the world’s richest 
rati&ous prize; the Tcmpteux] 
pnze for pro g re ss in religion. • 
Mr Bintii and Baba Arote. a 
Hindu lawyer, who works with 
lepers, will share the award, lb* 
equivalent of a Nobel priae fof. 
rohgjon and worth $600,000 
(£366,000). J 

He will receive his award 
from tbe Duke of Edinburgh *1 
Buckingham Palace on May 8-J 


The science .report 
appears in the science 
and technology section* 
pages 39-42. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & PERSONAL 


i now win be ttw shepherd 
of my rtMMp. and I will and 
them a dan id rest L D>» 
sowdn Lord. haw 

9P0kQV 

bdddM:U 


CtantoHim. Wefiesbounw. 
warwtckshitv at U am on 



■wttTiW ■ On Nbich'7ltii 
EUabeth, peacefully at 
home. Beloved dauomar of 
Motor Sevan C. FWd MXX. 

£A, and Em FWd: 
mother of Vidor, u™ amt 
Onto dUcr of Christine and 
Rosemary; aunt of Nkdwtas. 
Babble and Katharine. On 
her behalf we thank ad bar 
Mend* and mUngnw in 
•octal work far aU there 
k te dn w and boa u t lfat cards 
■nd dowers received during 
her Btoen. The famfly wish 
to thank an her doctors and 
&m«s far their cn Loved 
and w in ba ndaaed hy many. 
ntORP - On' March 6th. 
peacefidly In Yaova HowttaL 
Win. Mowed-wffa or ttw late 
Robert. formerly of 
Keretngfan. Dearest mother 
of Anne and pnadmotlw of 
MtctaW and State. wm be 
sready missed. Funeral 3 pm 
Monday March 12m. YeovB 


NIGHT 

OUT 





n 

Crematorium on Wednesday cjl rw a mm ten * 
Marchl«hat 1120 am.No £?£**£** akX - 

flowen tv request- " * yoo. p. 

n> 



FOR SALE 


TICKETS 
FOR SALE 

When responding to 
adver tise ments readers 
areadvtaadtowdaMMi 
the nee value and full 
details of tickets before 
e ntertogtnto a ny 
OOmndtmenL 


MORNING SUITS 


FLATSHARE 


!?TTJT 


sr 
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Surpim to Hire - For Sal* 
BARGAINS FROM £40 
UPMANS HIRE DEPT 
22 Charing Cross Rd 
London WC2 
Nr locator So tulm 
01-2402310 


RENTALS 


THE 

AMERICAN 

AGENCY 

b tooHns for flood ornHtv 


lfuifll’hfiiUlm 


Tel: 01 5815111 


RENTALS 


Luxury!2 Bedroom 
la floor Flat 
With Private Indoor 
Swimming Facilities 
Available Now 
PUTNEYSW15 
Featuring 2 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, reception, 
fully e q u i pped kitchen, 
balcony & entryphone. 
£300 pw ' 

Tel: 01-878 4315 


KATHINT GRAHAM 


OVERSEAS TRAVEL 


01-832 5620 


FLIGHTS 


LEGAL NOTICES 
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PLEASE CALL 
01-584 3285 


THELONDON 
I£IHNG COMPANY 

Landlords & Tenants 

CMIhtewhrA 


Ski Whizz 

cmiiBsauLErnunv 

HOtSMVB 

MORE NEW SNOW! 


■■•k bonny lUuMml orontr- 
Hco » Oevrai London. Oteu 


PRIVATE 


DEATHS 


un - On Mach 7th. 
peae eft my. Doreen (BfllfeX 
beloved mother of Sally. 
Gdltan. David and Jane. 
Cremation at the We of Man 
Cre m atorium on Friday 
March 9th at 11 am. No 
flowers ptaose. hot donations 
If destrtd to St Bridget's Hoa- 


c*uncOTT - on March lot 
199a Richard Woodruff. 
Goodbya Rlchant. with our 
love Naina. Mind and Pepe. 

CALDKOTT • On Match 1st 
199a aged 19 yean. 
Richard Woodruff, much 
loved son of Hubert and 
Fiona'and dearest brother of 
Lucy. Funeral tomorrow. 
Friday March 9th 10 *u at 
Oakley Wood Cre ma tori u m. 



3 ^ 



Birth and Death 
.notices may be . 
accepted over die 
telephone. 

For publication the 
following day please 
telephone by 
5.00 pm Mod-Hubs, 
4pm Friday, 
&3Qam-1.00pm Sat 
fix’Monday’s paper. 

014814000 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


MBUmT - On March 2nd 
suddenly at home tn 
Cambridge. Beryl aged-90. 
BeWVfld widow of mup 
John. mother and 
yu ndmothar. Fun eral at 
fruiupl u glm n FubB Qnrdi 
at 2 pm Tuesday March 
13th. No flowers: donations 
if dcsked to The CWMraa' 
Society. Edward Rudolf 
House. Margery Street 
London wax OIL. 


Jasper. Funeral Sendee at 
the Parish Church. St John 
at Hampstead. Church Row. 
London NWS. on Monday 
Match 121hatl pm. Flowers 
if desired and any enootries 
to JM. Kenyon LtA. 83 
Westbotane Grove. Lo n don 
W2. <01-723 3277). 

BOKRTS - February 1990. 
John Christopher F temtog 
(ranhridge School and TCD) 
m San Flanctsoo. 

MmrHURD - on March Sth. 
peacefully hi Chase Farm 
Hospital. Major Freddie 
Augustus M.C_ aged 72 
years. Much loved brother 
and unde. Funeral Service at 
Northaw Parish Chinch an 
Wednesday March 14th at 
1.30 pm. Flowers to WJ. 
Murray & Son. 234 High 
Street. WOUham Cross. EN8 
70Z. 




MLL im mwnnM yon cBom 
Jm lost a (rflmto u Ihe memory 
ar a teteut to Ore oooMnraideF 
.BoMMiMhMhasd never aao 
the need tor neb Manas bMi 
mnMtoUBssMwwiv 
not hem us wb i — Um wood- 
tends of our asMh o o d to ttw 
SMBHiy of a towed sne and m a 




0284-750505 ester. 
MARCH:! 0 Osoonm. 

nr £199 dp me tea 

MARCH 17 Desartn 
Fr 019 Dvmcnt. 
Access ft vim uwiaiaj 


SKI BEACH VILLAS 
STAFFED CHALET 
HOLIDAYS 

AT UNBEATABLE VALUE 


17TH ft 24TH MARCH 
t —fa te 089 pji 



LEGAL NOTICES 


M THT MATTER OF PCRKK» 
CAT MEDIA SALES LIMITED 
AND N THE MATTER OF 
THE INSO LVENCY ACT I9H 
NOTICE IS WXEEV GIVEN Out 
L Jorm Martm trcdale « Cork 
Cully. 9Mo How . 5 Noble 

SOWS. London EC3V 7DQ «• 
ubsIbM unualor of mr and 
Co m pe re «mw Much 1990 
fly Be company. 

NOTICE IS ALSO HEREBY OTV. 
qj mai we Creator, of me unt 
named Company, width ■ Bri n e 
voluntarily wound up, arr re. 
mdred «a « before me tha-Hegi 
aw of Asm 1990. u send m 
mo m n a i m an a surna m e. 


r*r< 
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303 


rrm 


sprcimd in such aaact or In de¬ 
fault Owcpf ttuw wmbeantud- 
M from me Baaem of any 


na m e receiver*: 21 February 
1990 Nome of pm appaumofl 
toe o dn S uW i ullve rcodms. Me 
■tonal Wesonlnstrr Saab Pic. 

PO Cope PCA and CA Aiwa* PCA 
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March fr £229 Ol 084 fiSZS 
JeanMomanSid. ABTA57M4 




F r’' n^ T V- r T'WirireJ 


uooed In Seeaom 99. IOO 
(Ol ol me Wd Art. 


of me awntora ol me conma 
wiB be avaUaMe for mapeenon 



UX HOLIDAYS 


rimed A drill Ham. Mre 
wtm wdflte opoon. ooBoaal 
choice. 30a Wade Rood. 
Inmlnn NWB. Rn caeateno 
T a tes temaa Ql-a67 7671- 


HKL 01*988 818S. 


rotKAM. W& Superb Imt nrwty 
dec I dble bed OaL r/t UL Odn. 
Nr man. UEoewoi ssl «99et 


01-481 400 a 




march is On This day 


Turn day* of rioting followed the 
introduction of Frederick Robinson's 
(later 1st Bari of Ripon) BUI allowing 
the import of duty free wheat only 
when the domestic price rose to 80 
shillings per quarter. 


RIOTOUS 
PROCEEDINGS ON 
MONDAY NIGHT 

About the usual hoar of the Meeting 
of Parliament, there were assembled 
in different parts, from George-street 
to Abingdon-street, various groups of 
persona, not numerous at first, all 
declaiming against the Corn B3L and 
inveighing n ga limt gucb of the mem¬ 
bers a* had been moat active in 
■support iff it There had previously 
been a great number of persons in the 
lobby end avenues of the house, and 
constables had been posted in them, 
to prevent too great a pressure and 
disturbance. 

About one o'clock the doors of the 
gxlkiy were opened, and it was 
instantly 5Bed. The pasagea mean¬ 
while continued crowded, and an 
order given to dear them was 
executed with difficulty. The avenue 
to the Honse through Westminster 
Hail was then dosed and a strong 
party of constables was placed at 
each door, leaving the portico pas¬ 
sage, opposite Westminster Abbey, 
the only one open for the admission 
of members. _ 

The persons who were thus forced 
to quit the lobby mid passages, took 
post on the outside of the house. In 
these groups there were several who 
ware weft acquainted with the per¬ 
sons of many inn ding Members of 
both Home, and who pointed them 
out as they came down to attend their 
duty — That is Lord Grenville — 
that Lord Stanhope — that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer," and 
hnrttwig of applause followed as the 
Member passing was known to be 
friendly or twntWAw^y to the Core 
B3L 

Meanwhile load shout* of “No 


MMHOaU IR0CU WlUSVUb inwvw 

were distinctly heard within it. For 
aome ****** the groups confined 


thaniBetvBS to these manifestations of 
pleasure or dis pl easure. At length 
many of the carriage* of the Mem¬ 
bers were stopped, and the Members 
were forced to walk through the 
crowd amidst hooting and basing. 
The civil power now was deemed 
insufficient for the protection iff the 
Members, and the Magistrates hav¬ 
ing applied to the SPEAKER, re¬ 
ceived an order to call in military to 
act under the civil power. 

As will be seen from tins report 
which was gave of the proceedings of 
the House of Commons, several 
Members in their approach to the 
house were placed in considerable 
danger. Among these were the Attor¬ 
ney General, Mr. Croker, and Sir R. 
Heron. The latter Gentleman had 
one of the skirts of his coat ton off in 
the tumult. The military had suc¬ 
ceeded in suppressing the tumult 
near the house, and the imnwidiate 
vicinity remained dear daring the 
rest of the night: but the populace, 
driven from this Beene, repaired to 
other parts of the town. 

About 10 o’clock they proceeded to 
Lord Eldon’s in Bedfbrd-square. lire 
mob tore 19 some of the iron railings 
before Ms Lordship’s door, and these 
were used as weapons to force as 
entrance. This they soon e f fe cted, 
and after breaking evesy pane of gjass 
within their reach, destroyed such of 
the furniture as they could lay hold 
of. The military at the Museum had 
bom sent for, md got into the house 
by the back way, but the work of the 
destruction was so rapidly carried on, 
that the mischief bad been done 
before they arrived. 

Mr ROBINSONS HOUSE.- Not 
less the object of their fory was Mr. 
Robinson**, because he had in¬ 
troduced the Core Regulation*. Hay¬ 
ing supposed his residence to be in 
Charles street, St James’s-square, 
they want thither, **"d did not leave 
the street till they learned he had 
removed to Burlington-street. As 
soon bb they had fixed upon ins 
house, they broke the windows in 
every floor, dempBahed the parlour 
shutters, and split the door into 
pieces. The iron mils before the 
house were tom up, and instantly 
carried off. Rushing into the house, 
they then cut to pieces many valuable 
sktures, destroyed some of the larger 
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FOR SALE 

Wtm responding to 
advemsements readers 
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ENGLAND 


01-925 0085 
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£341 £827 
£30 £397 
£305 MBS 
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£253 £422 
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EMS £195 


LEGAL NOTICES 


11* THE MATTER OF THE 
INSOLVENCY ACT 1986 
AND IN THE M A TTER OF 
COBRA OF FICE SERVICES 
LIMITED 

NOTICE ns HEREBY OVEN Pur'- 
Ham to SccUon 98 at tor low* 
venor Ad 1986 mis a MmtoMial 
Dir CralXor* of Ow above named 
**T—— wm be hrid ri 4 
C Mri BriMM — Swwifl. London 
EC1M GEN on 23rd March 1990. 
M 12.00 noon ter me 
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HEALTH 


New medical 
techniques but old laws 
spell trouble for 


PAULA YOUENS 


childless couples. 
Thomson Prentice 
investigates 


T he laws of nature and of 
man seem to have conspired 
cruelly against Sally Robert* 
son, leaving her and her 
family stranded as a test 
case somewhere between the two. 

Mrs Robertson, now in her early* 
thirties, desperately wanted to he a 
mother, but discovered as a teenager 
that she was physically incapable of 
bearing children. Yesterday she cra¬ 
dled twin babies in her arms and 
spoke defiantly of her right to call 
them her own. 

According to the law, a mother is 
the person from whose womb a child 
is bom. Bat in Mrs Robertson's case, 
the infants, a boy and a girt, emerged 
from the womb ofa surrogate mother. 

They are test-tube babies, con¬ 
ceived from Mrs Robertson’s eggs and 
her husband’s sperm after in-vitro 
fertilization (TVF) in an infertility 
clinic. The two embryos were then 
implanted in .die surrogate mother 
and the twins were bom last summer. 
Soon afterwards the surrogate will¬ 
ingly handed them over to Mrs 
Robertson and her husband John, 
aged 32, a computer operator, and was 
paid £4,000 in a private arrangement 
(commercial agencies arranging 
surrogaries are illegal in Britain). 

The crucial question is: who are the 
-lawful parents of the babies? Normally 
in surrogacy arrangements, the sur¬ 
rogate’s own eggs are fertilized with 
Sperm from the husband of the com¬ 
missioning couple through artificial 
insemination. In these cases the couple 
have to adopt the children; otherwise, 
the surrogate mother and her husband 
are regarded as the legal parents. 

But the Robertsons’ case is possibly 
unique. They claim that since they 
created the embryos, they are the 
genetic parents of the twins, and that 
this should be recognized in law. Now 
the twins’ birth has sparked an 
emotional legal battle which may 
redefine motherhood, and could lead 
to changes in the Homan Fertilization 
and Embryology Bill, soon to be 
debated in the House of Commons, 
and has implications for all couples 
contemplating surrogacy. 

Concerned by the ifgat ramifica¬ 
tions of the Robertson case, the local 
authority where they live has inter¬ 
vened. It says ttifc couple lave no legal 
rights towards the children. Even 
though the surrogate mother and her 
husband have relinquished all interest 
in the babies, the authority argues that 
they remain the lawful parents, and is 
seeking a High Court ruling. 

While the case works its way slowly 
through the courts, a legal injunction 
aimed at protecting the children 
prevents any of the participants from 
being identified publicly — Sally and 
John Robertson are not the couple’s 
real names. 

But their dilemma is all too reaL 
“When we married five years ago we 
knew that l could not give birth. 1 had 
been bom with' ovaries, but no 
womb," Mrs Robertson says. “We 
wanted to create our own children so 
much, and decided the only possible 
answer was to find a surrogate 
mother." The couple contacted an 
agency in Scotland, run by a woman 
who had herself had a baby through a 
surrogate mother some years earlier. 
She now advises couples in a similar 
position. 

The agency introduced Mrs Robert¬ 
son to Elizabeth Blake (another 
pseudonym), who had given birth to 
three children of her own and was 



Babes not out of 
the legal wood 


now, at the age of 25, prepared to act 
as a surrogate mother. "This was 
wonderful news for us. I liked 
Elizabeth and trusted her. It couldn’t 
be just anyone who was going to carry 
my baby," Mrs Robertson says. 

The couple then had to find a 
doctor who was willing to perform in- 
vitro fertilization for them. This 
proved more difficult; because they 
fed the law on surrogacy agreements 
is unclear, many doctors are reluctant 
to become involved in such cases. 
Although the practice itself is not 
illegal, foe British Medical Associ¬ 
ation has deep misgivings and is 
currently preparing new ethical guide¬ 
lines for doctors. 

Eventually the Robertsons per¬ 
suaded a specialist to help, but only 
after he had taken their case several 
times to his hospital’s ethical com¬ 
mittee. When the committee finally 
agreed, Mrs Robertson’s eggs were 
removed from her ovaries and mixed 
with her husband’s sperm. Two 
resultant embryos were then im¬ 
planted in Mrs Blake’s womb. The 
treatment cost about £2,000. 

Remarkably (because only a minor¬ 
ity of IVF embryo implantations 
result in full-term pregnancies), the 
technique worked perfectly, and Mrs 
Blake was told she was expecting 
twins. During the pregnancy the 
Robertsons made the 300-mile round 
trip to visit her several times. 

Last summer, foe babies were born 
seven weeks prematurely, and were 


admitted to a hospital’s intensive care 
unit The Robertsons first saw foe 
twins when they were four hours okL 
They were able to look, but not touch, 
and they were not allowed to be alone 
with them. 

Mis Blake had little right of foe 
infan ts. She held them only once, 
when they were three weeks old, and 
then handed them to the Robertsons. 
“I never thought of myself as their 
mother, and I still don’t I never will," 
she said yesterday. “I kuew what I was 
doing and I did it for their real 
parents. 1 have absolutely no regrets.” 


A 


s the babies improved in 
intensive care, fife for the 
Robertsons was rapidly 
becoming more difficult 
• Hospital officials and social 
workers who became involved were 
perplexed by the surrogacy arrange¬ 
ment, which had no legal status. The 
Robertsons were asked to sign 
application forms to become the 
children’s foster parents. Reluctantly, 
they signed. “It was a compromise to 
allow us to take the children home. 
We didn’t see ourselves as foster 
parents. We were foe biological par¬ 
ents," Mr Robertson says. They are 
even more adamant foal they will not 
apply to adopt the children, although 
that might be the easiest course. 

The two firms of solicitors acting 
for the families are in full agreement 
that foe law should recognize foe 
Robertsons as the genetic parents and 


grant them that status. Both acknowl¬ 
edge the great hazard in all surrogacy 
arrangements: that foe surrogate 
mother win chang e her mind and 
decide she wants to keep thebaby. If 
so, the law must be able to defend her, 
they believe. But if no such problem 
arises, the genetic parents should be 
recognized as foe father and mother. 

Yesterday Mr Mark Edmundson, of 
foe Smith Partnership of solicitors in 
Derby, representing Mrs Blake, said: 
“We concur with foe views of foe 
couple and we are fully behind their 
efforts. Our view is that the children 
are rightfully theirs.” 

Professor Ian Craft, a leading 
infertility and IVF specialist at the 
Humana Hospital Wellington in 
London, says: “How lacking in com¬ 
passion can foe law be? I have great 
sympathy for those people who need 
surrogacy- If there is a medical case for, 
it, such as this, where the mother had" 
no womb, I think surrogacy can be 
quite justifiable:" 

According to the agency, there axe 
many such couples. “We have seven 
other women, all bom without a 
womb, asking for our help. The law 
needs to be changed to help them in 
particular” its spokesman said. 

The Robertsons have nowhere to go 
now but to the High Court. “We have 
been through a lot, but we are 
survivors, and so are our babies," Mrs 
Robertson says. “We love them and 
want to protect their future, and we 
aren’t going to give up now." 


Tense and irritable $ 


Kingsley Amis’s recent frank 
comments in the Press about 
pi p ble m s faring <nflfeners fr om 
the irritable bowel syndrome 

wifi please gastroenterologists, 

-who have found that a not 

rmnatmal rduCtePCC tO talk 

about bowd diseases has dis- _ 
couraged foe public from supporting hospitals 
which make a speciality of treating them. This 
fryfr of folding inhibited research. 

In the United States irritable b owd dis ease 
ac counts for around half of all referrals to 
qwpaKf t pemHUKmingga. The multiplicity 
of its symptoms, which mimic many other 
but a coexistent fade of specific 
physical signs mean that diagnosis can be 
ma<te only by exdusioa, after lengthy in¬ 
vestigations, of other, more sinister troubles. 
The Edward ia ns knew the irritable bowd 
syndrome as spastic colitis, and by the inter* 
war years it bad become known as mucous 
colitis; but whatever name foe disease is 
known by, it is associated with lower 
abdominal pain, fbitnlencp, a feeling of 
bloating, diarrhoea and/or constipation — 
last two symptoms may alternate. The 
djanhoqa may be predpitous, often triggered 
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BRIEFING 


Dr Thomas Stuttaford 


by eating rich food, or having 
a meal when tensions have 
been increased by those 
p resen t — dinner with foe 
boss, or an exciting compan¬ 
ion of the opposite sex, will do 
little for the sufferer’s diges- 
tion and may lad to an 
undignified rush from the table. This intestinal 
bunyisduetoanoversenritivity ofihegntio 
the hormones gastrin and cbotccyst okm i nc . 

It can be difficult, to dis ti nguish foe 
symptoms of diverticulitis from those of the 
irritable bowd syndrome, but patients are 
usually so relieved once they are reassured fos 
tests have failed no show any mali gnan cy that 
their condition improves. Long-term treat¬ 
ment includes a change of diet to a sptedess, - 
bland menu, with less tko bol a nd tittle coffee. 
For those troubled by flatulence beans, other 
legumes and vegetables of the cabbage family 
should be avoided. Reoendy there has been' 
emphasison the personality of foe patients, for 
although it is well recognized tint sufferers 
from irritable bowd syndrome are uaosua&y 4 ‘ 
tense people, it is increasingly be 
acknowledged that this ten sio n may 
an underlying, treatable depressive state. 
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Coffee break SSXSSSSffi mte 



The latest re¬ 
port in foe Brit¬ 
ish Medical 
Journal on the 
association be¬ 
tween excessive 
c o ffe e drinking 
and an increased risk of heart 
disease comes from Norway. 
Over foe past 10 years there 
have been numerous research 
studies which have dem¬ 
onstrated this possible fink, 
but this one perhaps provides 
foe best evidence yet that the 
dangers of coffee may in part 
be independent of its proven 
influence on serum 
cholesteroL 

The Norwegian doctors 
admit that differences in the 
statistics collected from the 
various groups of people stud¬ 
ied make it impossible, with¬ 
out further research, to state 
categorically that excessive 
coffee drinking is a factor in 
the causation of coronary 
juterial disease; bat foe evi¬ 
dence is strong enough to 
make it wise for people to 
fimit foeir coffee consumption 
to fewer than five cups (not 
office mugs) a day. 

Other evidence suggests 
that cofox is more, harmful 
when it has been stewed, 
brewed or boiled — however 
reas su rin g and homely foe 
sound of co ffee percolating on 
foe bob is, it may in fact tom 
out to be an ominous danger 
signaL 

Coffee drinking has been 
the subject of so many recent 
research projects that :the- 
magazinc Pulse has saxn- 


was shown that older male 
coffee drinkers were less likely 
to be impotent, although 
considera tions of fertility are 
unlikely to concern the over¬ 
sixties. Earlier suggestions 
that coffee reduced fertility 
have recently been refuted. 

Coffee, too, can apparently 
be a useful adjunct in the 
treatment of asthmatics, for it 
is a bronchodfiator. In pa- 
tientswho are taking cytotoxic 
(anti-cancer) dings, it exerts a 
mildly protective effect on the 
bone marrow, and in other 
people may reduce the chance 
of developing cancer of the 
colon. In moderate amounts it 
elevates mood and increases 
alertness. 

The disadvantages of coffee 
are mainly related to its 
tendency to cause agitation, 
tremor, anxiety, insomnia and 
heart disease. It increases foe 
symptoms of irritable bowd 
syndrome. Even a single cup 
of coffee at lunchtime can be 
enough to give an elderly 
patient a disturbed night; 
taken after dinner, it may 
result in a root blanche. Preg¬ 
nant women, too, need to be 
particularly careful, as preg¬ 
nancy alters coffee metabo¬ 
lism. and increases its side 
effects. As well as its influence 
on coronary heart disease, 
coffee causes irregularities of 
the poise rate and hence 
palpitations. 

Late weight 



marized the advantages and 
disadvantages which have 
been claimed for it All re¬ 
search into coffee drinking is 
COnfused by the influence of 
other lifestyle factors, such as 
smoking, drinking, occupa¬ 
tion, personality add diet, 
which are . finked to heavy 
coffee drinking; but even so, 
they have come to some 
conclusions. Coffee drinking 
does have benefits as wed as 
debits. Pulse quotes foe Ar¬ 
chiver of Medicine, which 
reported that it improves an 
older person’s sex life. In a 
series of over 800 marriages 
where both partners were over 
60, 62 per cent of regular' 
coffee drinkers still had an 
active sex life compared with 
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Some increase 
in weight as a 
woman grows 
older is almost 
invariable, 
even if not in¬ 
evitable. If the 
excess fat is carried on foe 
abdomen and chest but spares 
the hips, thighs and limbs, 
thereby giving her an apple 
shape, she is not only more 
likely to develop cardiovascu¬ 
lar disease, as has been known 
for some time, but also cancer 
of the breast. A report in the 
American medical journal. 
Annals of Internal Medicine, 
has shown a dose relation¬ 
ship, thought to be due to 
variations in hormonal levels, 
between the lOoefihood of 


A mattress or* 
pillow makes, 
the ideal envir.- 
onment for the , 
house mite, the 
microscopic in- ■ 
sect whose fan 
ces trigger many a tt a c ks of,, 
asthma and allergic rhinitis-, 
(runny noses). Bedding is not. 
foe only home of the mite; as * 
fitted carpets have spread, so- 
has the incidence of asthma. „ 
Carpets can be periodically' 
washed with a solution* 
containing an acaridde toxic . 
to the mite, or even replaced.. 
by hardwood floors, but it is b 
difficul t to do without bed¬ 
ding. Freezing mattresses with - 
liquid nitrogen proved to be > 
an interesting experiment, bin » 
an impracticable solution in. 
the normal household; nor do; 
asthmatic children welcome- 
any suggestion that they« 
should sleep on a sweat- j 
inducing plastic mattress. , 
Dr Ashley Woodcock of the' 
Department of Respiratory- 
Medicine at the Wythenshawe« 
Hospital in Manchester hast 
thought of a possible way of 
reducing their impact. Dr; 
Woodcock reasoned that if; 
clothes could be treated to* 
make them weatherproof and.! 
yet permeable to vapour —i 
“able to breathe", as the, 
advertisements describe them. 
— so should it be equally- 
possible to cover duvets, mat- < 
tresses and pillows in a va¬ 
pour-permeable waterproof, 
fabric, which would stop foe. 
p enet ra tion of the house mite, ’ 
make cleaning easy, and yet be« 
comfortable to lie on. * 
Research published in The- 
Lancet by Ashley Woodcock, 
and his colleagues Stephen 
Owen, Margaret Motganstero 
and John Hepworth, has 
shown that if a mattress, duvet 
and pfllow are made from 
material treated with 
Ventflex, a polyurethane sol¬ 
ution, foe level of house mite 
antigen falls below that at 
which it is likely to cause 
asthma in susceptible patients. 

The Lancet is not alone in 
its interest in this research, for 
Slamberiand Medicare is 
p l annin g to produce Yentflex- 
coated covers for mattresses, 
duvets and pillows for around 
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developing breast cancer and £100, a small price to pay to 
heavy abdominal fat deposit avoid breathless nights. 



A beautiful 
gift for 

the Jet Set. 



Buy two or more products from the Charles of the Ritz collection and you 
can fly off accompanied by our special travel'bag. 

Inside, with our compliments, you'll find trial sizes of Perfect Bronze Blusher. 
Perfect Finish Mascara in black, and Stratagem Day Care and Eye Care. 

0 >re purchase 10 b* sM'Ca'e QW*r excludes (ipa and naii oroaucis 
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Available now m department stores, selected Boots stares am selected etiemisrs unni I7ih March ’990 ■ 


Drag of a drug 


^ I became director of 
M Quit, formerly the Nat- 
Bflh ional Society of Non- 

Smokers, in 19.87. 

Before that I was a 
research biochemist, so I have 
a very good understanding of 
how smoking affects the body. 
No Smoking Coy (March 14) 
is a very busy time for us, fart 
every day we get about 500 
calls on the smokers’s Quitline 
(01-323 0505), which smokers 
can call from anywhere in the 
country for counselling and 
advice: 

I was 17 when I started 
smoking, f think I started 
mainly because I thought it 
would help to keep my weight 
in check, and I then carried on 
smoking for seven years, until 
1984.1 smoked 30 on a good 
day, 60 on not such a good 
one. When I stopped I was 
absolutely panic-stricken 
because I felt that my crutch 
had been taken away and I 
wasn't quite sure how I was 
going to* cope, particularly 
with my studies. 

The mam motivation for 
Stopping was wanting to be in 
control of my life: I faded 
having it ruled by a packet of 
tobacco and paper. 

I remember foe day welL At 
3am the night before I was 
sitting up smoking and think¬ 
ing how nice it would be to feel 
healthier and a bit more active 
and not have pains in my legs. 
In the morning I got up and J 
was late for a meeting so I 
didn't have time fora cigarette 
— normally I would have had 
at least two before I even got 
out of bed. I rushed for foe 
Tube, got to my meeting and 
by foe time I got out it was 
11.30 and I'd not bad a 
cigarette. I chucked the packet 
into a bin, and thought 
“That’s it. I’ve stopped." 

The first thing I did that 
afternoon was to drop half of 
an experiment in the lab¬ 
oratory sink because my 
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PENNY ROSS 


hands were shaking so much. 1 
think it might have been 
withdrawal, and I was drink¬ 
ing an awful lot of coffee. I was 
certainly in a bit ofa state. I 
felt very depressed, largely 
because I had a misconception 
about what smnlrmg was do¬ 
ing for me. 

A lot of people say that they 
enjoy smoking, but ifs not 
that that makes giving up so 
difficult Ifs the fact that not 
smoking is so unpleasant fora 
smoker. There are slight with¬ 
drawal symptoms, bat once 
you've broken the nicotine 
addiction you can cope just as 
well as you did before — if not 
better — and not than losing 
something which is of positive 
value to you in manag in g 
stress. 

I experienced rifrrinegs, 
which happens- to a. lot of 
smokers when they first stop, 
probably because they get an 
increased amount of oxygen to 
the brain. But I really felt that 
I was going to do it, I was 
absolutely determined that I 
was going to stop smoking. By 
hook or by crook I was going 
to get there, and I went around 
thin k i n g : “I’ve stepped for an 
hour. I’ve stepped for two 
hours, I’ve stopped for a day.” 

But within two to three 
weeks it reaDy started to get an 
awful lot easier and gradually 
it got to the point were it was 
more or less effortless. 


Initially; foe great thing was 
getting my sense of smeQ bade 
Tm not so inclined to, feel that 
I -just want to sit around all 
day and do nothing. 

I pot oh about half a stone, 
but within about a year of 
stopping Td lost that without 
any effort at alL I didn't 
substitute food fin* cigarettes: I 
think foere’s always a danger 
that if you do dot you endup 
“smoking” chocolate eclairs. 

The main thing I did was 
take a lot of extra exercise. I 
started to swim every day, and 
I’ve kept that up, on and of£ 
ever since. I changed my diet 
to mate it healthier—lower in 
fat and higher in fibre: 

I think I deal with stress 
better now. .When you’re- 
smoking you tend to con 
yourself into think-mf that 
you're coping when all you’re 
actually doing is wasting time 
smoking and not tackling the 
problem. I try to keep reason¬ 
ably active — I walk the dog, 
which is quite helpful in that I 
come to my desk with a 
general sense of wdHxang I 
talk problems out, .1 don’t 
bottle them up. We 

teach relaxation tech¬ 
niques like deep 
breathing on our 
courses, and very occa¬ 
sionally I use them. 

bttenk* hj itemfe Nowkkm 





5L_ THE TIMES 


-—— — 

~ -fTifirmi iViro- 










^ ■- 


Campus critic 
takes a bow 


Hundreds of 
stalents en¬ 
tered the writ¬ 
ing competi¬ 
tion In the 
weekly Cam¬ 
pus column 
dming the Christmas holiday. 
Their brief was to.review an 
entertainment; either per¬ 
formed or broadcast. Cinema, 
television, theatre and mask: 
were-all covered. An entire 
class of A level RngHuh stu¬ 
dents reviewed Only Foob and 
Hones; the National Theatre 
and the RSC came mder 
•ontfay; so did Blind Date and 
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Grange HBL 
Some chose 
jazz, others 
orchestral 
musk. The tep 
prize of a com¬ 
puter worth 
£4,000 will go to the writer 
judged the best Campos Critic, 
and there is another com p ater 
lor the runner-up. Sheridan 
Moriey, on television critic, 
lodged the review s ; Ms com- 
meats en a new gen e ra tion of 
student critics, fadaihg fid! 
details of the winners and thek 
prizes, win be pnbUshed in 7>t 

Toner on Saturday . 
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And poor fanrity DeUoious 
•one a day 1 soft, juicy chewy 
Vitamin C pastilles. Buzetfcog 
with Davoar In Orange or 
BlackoutmnLlhe healfoyway to 
keep winter at bay 
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Wilde’s 


QLYNN BOYD HARTE 
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Fiona MacCarthy reviews the first life of 
the dilettante who made a careeir out of 
the importance of always being with Oscar 
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obert Ross was present at Oscar 
Wilde’s arrest and — like a good 
■valet - went away to pack a bag 
for him. Ross was there again on 
the day Wilde was released, 
raising his bat as Wilde made his dreary 
progress through the Cram of Bankruptcy, 
handcuffed, with head bowed. Ross was 
with Wikte in exile. It was Ross who fetched 
the priest who received Wilde into the 
Roman Catholic Church on bis deathbed. 
Ross was present at the funeral and 
nightmare exhumation, supervising the 
removal of Wilde’s body from its coffin for 
reburial at Ffere Iachaise Cemetery in Paris. 
Finally Ross’s own ashes were consigned to 
. J their own chamber, ordered Ross from 
Epstein, within the tomb of WDde.. 

Sub impeccable devotion always seems a 
little boring, and Ross's reputation has 
suffered through the years from the obvious 
’■ comp a ri s on with Lord Alfred Douglas, a 
mudi madder, more irascible and entertain- 
*5 ing character. But this new biography, the' 
X first foil life ofRoss, shows that be too could 
be sfipjmy, pugnacious, and reddest Oscar 
signed himself once “With best love, dear 
horrid irritating Robbie”. Maureen Boriand 
is a Rossist — she cannot abide Lord Alfred 
— and she does him a great service m 
bringing oof his homdnessj and showing' 
what it was in Ross that irritated Wilde. 

Ross was always an outsider. He was bom' 
in France and spent his early years in 
Canada. All his life he spoke with a. soft 
transatlantic accent He was ashamed and 
secretive about his childhood, apparently 
having suffered agonies from bring dressed 
in the “particularly hideous” Ross t ar t an .. 
By the time he got to Cambridge he was 
already set on notoriety, and tod begun 
inventing the inscription for his gravestone; 
“Here lies one whose name is writ in hot 
water.” light loyal, homosexual, with a 
taste for histrionics: he found his role for life 
as the friend of Oscar Wikte. 

Did Ross in fret initiate WUde into 
homosrimal practices? Richard EUrnann, in 
his biography of Wilde, maintains the 17- 
year-old Rom was a dete rmine d seducer, 
introducing Wide to the oral and 
intercrural tw*niqn*g he pursued so obses¬ 
sively and finally disastrously. Borland 
denies there is evidence fin* this, and Uses as 
an argument for its unlikeliness the guiltless 
friendship that sprang up after Wilde’s 
death between Ross and WBde's two sons, 
Cyril aid VyvyanL Curiously, EJhnann uses 
almost that same argument as proof of 
Ross’s sense of'responsibility'toWards the ■ 
family of someone he tod led into - 
homosexual activity. Of the two, Ellmann’s 
version s e e m s to me most likriy: most in 


WILDE’S DEVOTED 
FRIEND 

A Life of Robert Ross 

1869-1918 . 

By Maarecs Borland 

Leonard Publishing. £J6S5 


tune with Ross’s own ambiva¬ 
lence, obliquity. “Although not a 
moral man neither was he im¬ 
moral”, as Robert Ross described 
himself with nervy accuracy. 

Ross’s story is a painful one; 

WDde was much less cautious, 
more sexually promiscu ous, and 
led him ah enormous dance, d la 
Guy Burgess. Bodaud claims 
convincingly that he never recov¬ 
ered fully from the em oftrmai 
wounds or Wilde’s onset of pes¬ 
etas for Lord Alfred Dougtas. Asa 
friend of Ross’s remonstrated: “It 
is very rare to find such complete devotion 
and I fear,'dear Oscar, that you have gone 
very near breaking his heart” Yet of course 
Ross had a perverse longing for heartbreak, 
sacrifice, selfobliteration, and resented 
friends who did not make impossible 

Hwinwrit, 

F athers trusted him with their sons, 
not always wisely. Aubrey 
Beardsleys mother tod great con¬ 
fidence in Ross. Even Oscar 
Wilde'S Wife Orangemen came 
rather to depend on him, although she was 
aware of his underlying trickiness. Ross tod 
a kind ofcotiness, about which Wilde would 
tease him, “1 love middle-class tragedies,** 
to told him and encouraged him to go on 
winding letters that sounded like Jane 
Austen. And indeed Ross’s peculiar and 
interesting mixture of extreme good judge¬ 
ment and judgement so abysmal it is 
difficult to credit belongs particularly to the 
homosexual middle riflgy 
Professionally, as art critic and gallery 
director, Ross’s peroeptiveness was acute. 
He befriended Aubrey Beardsley, persuad¬ 
ing Oscar Wilde to commission Bej dsJey to 
illustrate Salome. He supported Roger Fry. 
He was also an early admirer of Gill in his 
bronze madonna phase: (“Take her home,” 
he suggested to an undecided customer, 
with that airy g enerosity so typical of Ross.)* 
.His personal life was awash with bitter 
feudihgsirRoSs has up to now been seen as 
Lord Alfred* Douglas’s victim, hounded 
through the courts on vicious trumped-up 
charges of sodomy, anarchy, mid socialism. 



But there was a sense in which he was a 
.willing ■ victim. “litigation”. was the 
recreation entered in Who's Who. His duties 
as Wilde’s literary executor brought him 
public humiliation. He was frequently 
defeated. He would not deny the practice of 
homosexuality, since this would have meant 
repudiating Wilde. • 

Maureen Borland belongs to the specu¬ 
lative school ofbiographers. //Robert Ross 
tod not met Oscar WUde, he might have 
become Director of the National Gallery, or 
curator of the Wallace Collection, or 
(goodness!) Surveyor of the Royal Pictures. 
7/Ross and Douglas had been able to agree, 
“they could have grown old and content 
together as they reminisced about their days 
as Wilde’s acolytes”. Wefl yes, they might, 
they might- But with such vacuities Borland 
is undermining the strength of herown 
book. Once Ross and Oscar meet there is a 
terrible inevitability in the events.- 


Ross beside 
Oscar’s 

teamls ©f fl 
Sphinx with a 
secret, designed 
by Epstein for 
thePfere 
Lachaise 
Cemetry 
in Paris. It h ad 

a compartment 

for Ross, so 
that even in 
death they were 
not divided 


People have written better cm aspects of 
Robert Ross: Peter Ackroyd on the sweet¬ 
ness ofhis character, “the sweetness ofthose 
without ambition”; Hugh Brogan on the De 
Projundis case and Arthur Ransome; Ann 
Tfawaite on Ross’s strange relationship with 
Edmund Gosse. Osbert SitwclL, in six pages 
of Noble Essences, sums up Ross's purring 
charm and smooth subversiveness with 
much more sparkle than Borland in 300. 

But we must be grateful for such diligent 
research, and for Borland’s detailed, patient 
evocation of a world that holds a special 
fascination for a woman. It is the secret 
garden that has always been denied ns. 
Ross’s flat in Half Moon Street with its 
mellow subdued tones, the belles lettres in 
tiie bookcase, the fresh figs on the table, 
Egyptian cigarettes, tins of biscuits, and 
boxes of Turkish delight. Siegfried Sassoon 
is there to spend a quiet evening. Ascending 
the stairs is the youthful Noel Coward. 
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Rebel with a 


cause. 

(Boris Yeltzin 
at Dillons.) 


Youronly opportunity to meet 
radical Russian Deputy Boris 
Yeltsin will be at Dillons 

Bloomsbury bookstore on _ 

SaturdaylOth March 
130-3 JDpm when he will be signing , 

copies ofhis brand new book 'Agairetthe Gram, published 
by Cwpf, If you can't be there call 080028’26'29 and. if 

thereareanyextracopies.vvewiflneserveoneforyou- 

on a first come first served basis. 



y 



DILLONS 

mi ibo»»'P*i 
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I n this sequel to John Morti¬ 
mer’s televised novel Paradise 
Postponed, Leslie Titmuss — 
tiie wonderfully non-U Tory — 
procures a pretty widow and an 
ugly problem. Because he is bored 
by his job as Secretary of State for 
Planning, he feds ready to settle 
down with a nice well-bred wife at 
the manor house he tod bought as 
a marriage bribe. Then comes the 
problem — when he finds that his 
own department is negotiating for 
a New Town at the bottom of his 
garden. He cannot bear to upset 
bis fragile Jenny — who loves 
weeding the groundsin a desultory 
upper-class way while exploding 
large gooseberries in her mouth — 
so he secretly opposes the devel¬ 
opers he is expected to support. 

At the same time he tries to 
solve another domestic problem. 
To overcome his jealousy of 
Jerm/s adored dead husband he 
presorts her with a private detec¬ 
tive’s evidence of the man’s life of 
lying and lechery. Jenny, who is so 
delicate that she can hardly raise a 
beer tankard to tor bps, turns 
surprisingly nasty. “I shall forgive 
you,” she says. “For what you 
have done to me.” 

Mr Mortimer is especially good 
at the subtle .collision of personal- 


New 

Town 

jokes 


NOVEL 

OF THE WEEK 
Kenneth Robinson 

TITMUSS REGAINED 
By John Mortimer 

Viking, £13.99 


ities, «nd after hearing this dev¬ 
astating one-liner Leslie Titmuss, 
who could never accept forgive¬ 
ness from anybody leaves his wife 
and house “to go and live in the 
future”. “After all," he says “I 
made it happen.” This fature 
includes the New Town to has 


tailed to stop. Nobody seems to 
mind about it — not even Mr 
Mortimer, whose publishers insist 
that he has given us his strongest 
statement yet about modem 
Irving. 

■ To me it comes across as a wryiy 
dispassionate statement — with a 
gratifying tack of political com¬ 
ment — about the marvellously 
exuberant way we are revitalizing 
our lives amid hamburger bars, 
pedestrian precincts, and health- 
food shops. But I was even more 
impressed by the author's under¬ 
statement about modem loving. 

It was not until I tod finished 
the book that I noticed its blurb 
was offering “a compelling love 
story”. I promptly flipped back 
through the pages for any saucy 
bits I might have missed — 
pausing for one breathtaking mo¬ 
ment when Jenny is said to be 
admiring her husband’s “tail 
tweaking propensities”. As it turns 
out, he uses these only among 
consenting politicians. But then I 
came across John Mortimer's 
nicely understated account of the 
lovers’ behaviour. “They got on 
well,” he says — and you can 
almost hear the pounding feet of 
panting scriptwriters offering tele¬ 
vision treatments — “in bed.’ 


Stop the culture vultures 


I f'not quite ominous, it is 
certainly perturbing to dis¬ 
cover microfiches tucked into 
a book's back pocket; but in this 
case there is no need for concern, 
since Dr Greenfield’s invaluable 
study of an emotive, if minor 
universal irritation makes a good 
read. She brings style, enthusiasm, 
and the mind of an international 
lawyer to the complex historical, 
legal, and political issues 
surrounding that recently named 
phenomenon, “cultural property”; 
and bow and when a vast range of 
objects came into their current 
owners’possession. 

Ibis naturally leads her to 
discuss heritage law, national as 
well as UNESCO recommenda¬ 
tions, and Council of Europe 
conventions, which, sadly, lade 
the teeth to ensure that property 
that belongs in law to the inhab¬ 
itants of its 'place of origin is 
returned, however loud the 
squeals of the current owner. It 
rarely is, “for these is in this 
matter no magnanimity without 
duress”. Many museum directors 
could confirm that such duress is 
common, and does not always 
come from foreign governments 
and their agencies. On a minor 
srai p, I have bad to resist White¬ 
hall pressure to become a “broker 
in the international goodwill 
trade”, and help to make short¬ 
term capita] out of the permanent 
loss of a valued exhibit. 


William Reid 


THE RETURN OF 
CULTURAL 
TREASURES 

By Jeanette Greenfield 
Cambridge, £32J0 

What could easily be a dry-as- 
dust subject is made as interesting 
as it is informative by tiie nature 
of the leading actors. Appellants 
and “looterS” alike are seen 
without exception as obsessive, 
personalities, whose ranks include 
as disparate a cast as yon could 
find in any antiquarian plot 
flashy, political Mabaux the 
collector; General Moshe Dayan, 
as ruthless as an illegal digger as he 
was as a soldier. 

Nine maps showing donor and 
destination countries confirm the 
global nature of the problem, and 
suggest that the biens cultures 
trade will be reduced only by 
drastic action like that which 
saved the Mountain Gorilla. One 
feels for poor UNESCO and its 
atrophied museum wing, ICOM, 
when reading reports that an 
English peer of the realm has 
commissioned Sotheby’s Hold¬ 
ings Intx, New York, to sell in 
Zurich a xflver hoard of unknown 
but probably Balkan Origin, 
bought from a Lebanese dealer 
under the aegis of an export 


licence the auctioneers believe to 
be “absolutely valid”. Among 
examples of the activities of those 
who follow a trade that existed 
before the last stone was laid in the 

pyramid at Gizeh, are this year’s 
armed assault on Herculaneum's 
treasury, and the reminder that 
more than one object of art or 
antiquity is stolen in Italy for 
resale or ransom every hour. 

As Dr Greenfield makes dear in 
a book of balanced judgement, 
with little sonance of grinding 
axes, it is not unusual to find 
several parties to each act of 
removal or restitution: conspir¬ 
ators of every social and intellec¬ 
tual level, driven by an amalgam 
of cupidity, envy, professional 
conceit, ambition, and political 
opportunism, but rarely by a sense 
of duty. Anyone seeing the evi¬ 
dence of some unknown 
archaeological site, as it spills from 
an indigent Iranian’s bandana to 
be sold for just enough to 
encourage further ravages, knows 
that the taws interpreted here are 
powerless to ensure that when the 
skull of Peking Man IX comes to 
light it will not end up in a cabinet 
of curiosities of less evidential 
value even than Fliat Ashmole’s. 

This is a book for everyone 
concerned about Earth's scientific, 
historic, and artistic heritage: not 
least the officials ~who advise the 
Minister for the Arts and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


Poison in 
suburban jest 


N igel Williams’s comedy of 
suburban manners, set in 
leafy SW19, can be recom¬ 
mended for transforming the bor¬ 
in g, daily rattle along the District 
Linds Wimbledon service, Once- 
imU_ speculation about fellow 
traveUcis turns into smirking 
conclusion: the large wuw opp¬ 
osite is sorely Surveyor with Huge 
Gut and Dnnk Problem from No 
24b Maple Drive? And yet, lots of 
passengers stay unnoticed, like 
Henry Fare, hero of The Wimble¬ 
don Poisoner, who gets off at 
Blackfiiars for a solicitor's office. 
Farr is a self-confessed Average 

ntwwi- a TOhin- | miiMln^H man 

who lives at 54 Maple Drive with 
nagging wife and untaiented 
daughter. He does a weekly shop 
at Waitrose, buys his socks from 
M&S, and in his spare time fills 
in income tax forms or works at 
his nine-volume Compete History 
of WunMedon.Ttns of course is 
familiar fictional terr i t or y, as Farr 
would be the first to admit. Being 
fat,40, hating one’s wife and job is 
normal; to longs to be Interesting. 
He fantasizes about swapping 
Elinor and Maine and 54 Maple 
Drive for some villa with a 
swimming pool in Marbella com¬ 
plete with leggy blonde with a first 
in physics and an insatiable 
appetite for sex in strange posit¬ 
ions, but resolves instead to kill 
his wife. 

With comic-strip ease Farr ob¬ 
tains some lettolly undetectable 
poison and serves up Chicken 
Thallium, only for Elinor to pass 
the plate on to an unexpected 
guest who eats it, oops it, and 
supplies the venue for Fare’s next 
attempt — the suburban funeral 
party. Soon to has four deaths on 
his conscience, and Detective 
Inspector Rush CXD at his door 
enquiring about a certain Vio- 
torian Wimbledon poisoner. 
Could Rush be another local 
historian, or is be playing a game 
to elicit a confession? 

Up. to this point, tiie author has 
allowed his reader to sit back and 
enjoy a crackling display of black 
comedy, indulged with set-piece 
after set-piece (not to mention 
hyphen after upper-case letter). It 
is very, very funny; the writing is 
sprightly, the caricatures spot on, 
and tiie contemporaneity teasing. 
But as farce gives way to murder- 
investigation, the reader is prod¬ 
ded mtoly into action: what is all 
this poison business about any¬ 
way? One feels obliged to have a 
go at analysing the implications of 
the metaphor — the poisoning of 
the environment with chemicals, 
of Britain with immigrants, of the 
mind with therapy, of happiness 
with middie-class ambition. 


FICTION 


Sarah Ed worthy 


THE WIMBLEDON 
POISONER 
By Nigel WHfiams 

Faber, £12.99 

SOME CAN WHISTLE 
By Larry McMurty 

Constable, £12.95 

THE COVER ARTIST 
ByPhnlMicou 

Bantam. £12.95 


Is the comic protagonist always 
A-Bumbfing-Hero-I figure? Some 
Can Whistle seems at first to 
introduce the American version: 
the happy, helpless, nice guy who 
is left shrugging his shoulders and 
asking ! “Why is all this happening 
to me?” Danny Deck leads a 
reclusive life in Texas, having 
made a fortune from Ai and Sal, 
bis 198-episode “top-grossing TV 
sitcom”. Pretty well the only 
humans to talks to are movie stars 
who leave elaborate monologues 

nn his ansra -ring machine 

B ut then TR, the daughter 
Deck has never seen, arrives 
with tor two children. Bo 
and Jesse; one lover; Muddy, who 
is a failed burglar; and another, 
Earl Dee, who is an all-too- 
succes&ful psychopath. TR brings 
tor father all the domestic crises 
and worries, the family fun, 
discord, tragedies — in short, all 
the stuffbe had to imagine to write 
“Al and Sal” — and his com¬ 
placency is quite literally shot 
through. 

The Cover Artist is a less 
successful version of the “fanny 
and moving” school, though Paul 
Micou has targeted a few totally 
real Americans in his tale of Oscar 
Lemoine, celebrated nude cari¬ 
caturist for Lowdown magazine 
amt of Elizabeth, Ms painting dot 
an exponent of Canine 
Expressionism. The two move 
between the South of Fiance, 
where Oscar is taken up by tiie 
Hbertine Euro-rich, and New 
York, where he watches the bum- 
out ofhis all-American, Harvard- 
hero Wall Street brother. 

There is much fun with an “ace” 
TV reporter and the satirical 
magazine (religious cartoon-strips 
called “Nun of the Above” etc.), 
but I was too often diverted by 
questions like why the dog isn’t in 
quarantine, and how Veronique 
can be so beautiful when short, 
shock-white hair and unnaturally 
green eyes sound more like the 
features of an alien. 


NEW HARDBACKS 


The Literary Ecfltor's selection of biterestfng books: 

The Berg Companion, edfted by Douglas Jarman (Macmfflan, £29.50). 
The Budding of Castle Howard, by Charles Saumarez Smith (Faber, 
£17.99) Howard, Van burgh, Hawksmoor, and the greatest country house. 
Matts of Conquest, Literary Study and British Rule in India, by Gauri 
Viswanathan (Faber, £20) Big Ut as camouflage, propaganda, control. 
Last Prawbiga of Christopher laharwood, by Don Bachardy, texts by 
Don Bacharuy, John Russefl & Stephen Spender (Faber, £25). 

The New Cambridge restory of IncBa, Tiie Politics of Indta Since 
Independence, by Paul R. Brass, Sodo-Reflgtous Reform Movements in 
British India, by Kenneth W. Jones, and VQayanagara, by Burton Stein 
(Cambridge, £2250, £19.50, and £19.50) Latest vote in vast panorama. 
On God’s Skte, A Life of George Tyrrefl, by Nicholas Sagovsky 
(Oxford, £30) Modernist Jesuit condemned, 1907, and excommunicated. 
The Passion nay. From the N. Town Manuscript, edited by Peter 
Meredith (Longman, £40) Precious 15th-century East-Angfian source. 

A Shout in the Street The Modem City, by Peter Jukes (Faber, £1439) 


LESLIE TITMUSS 

returns in 

JOHN 

MORTIMER'S 

incisive comedy 
of manners 


TITMUSS 

REGAINED 



This is Mortimer at his very best; 
moving, funny, literate and profound 1 
Publishers Weekly 

’Mortimer's gloriously witty satire hits 
the target every time' 
Cosmopolitan 
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Esoteric 

mysteries 


Sheridan Morley 


Somewhere deep In the West 
kmdon corridors of the BBCs 
culture department, I Hfcy to 
imagine on especially esoteric 
contest being waged to discover 
which producer can make the 
programme that feast resembles 
what viewers might be led to 
expect by its tide. 

Those of ns who occasionally 
mutter that Omnibus and Anna 
might as weQ now be called 
“What’s On TV Tonight” for all 
the relationship they bear to any 
specific arts brie£ are nsnally told 
to switch over to the Late Show os 
BBC-2 where instead of a brisk 
roundup of arts news, yon will as 
likely as not find a discussion on 
the significance of the necktie in 
post-modernist Algerian stained 


Bat the contest winner thus far 
has to be the maker of last night's 
Bookmark on BBC 2: in a week of 
at least three major new novels and 
a couple of biographies, some 
dfacnssioa of one of them or of the 
general crisis'in publishing might 
have been expected of a pro¬ 
gramme like this, even one that 
does only seem to make it onto the 
air one week to abort fonr. 

But no such lack. Bookmark 
managed to devote its entire 50 
mantes to a pre-iiterary tribe in 
Central Brazil which doubtless 
stm believes that paperbacks are 
what yon bnOd houses with. If the 
programme bad gone oat with 
Joan BakeweD np front, it could 
have been Heart of the Matter; if 
David Attenborough, it could 
doubtless have made die anthrop¬ 
ological slot As a film, Jean-Pan] 
Davidson’s documentary bad a 
kind of gloomy fascination; as a 
bookmark, it made about as ranch 
sense as bsdw hi g hli gh ts from 
Biae Peter. ■ 

So far as I can make or?;, the 
reason nobody around the BBC 
wants to make real studio-based 
critical arts programmes any more 
is that it’s a lot more fan to drift off 
to Brazil in search of people who 
have never even heard of Salman 
Rushdie. Bat it does scan quite 
remarkable that at least a decade 
after Melvyn left his book shows 
for the South Bank, the BBC has 
never bothered to replace them. 

But over on Channel 4, where 
Signals is stiD manag in g to come 
np with film after film suggesting 
that there at least arts is not yet a 
four-letter word. The Elephant's 
Loo was the story of the kreverent 
tide given locally to an a m az i ngl y 
ecce nt ric and megatomanic East 
German painting which fa aim 
symbolic of the old Cbmnmnfat 
culture at its most monolithic. The 
conflicts of art and politics and the 
constant miraculous subversive-' 
ness of the artist were all themes 
admirably suited to an arts pro¬ 
gramme that stiD knows what it fa 
supposed to be doing with our 

timP- 


Elliott Carter is he 
a genius, or simply 
agoodmystifier? 
Richard Morrison 
profiles America’s 
foremost composer 


Master of complexity 


E veryone is entitled to one 
big change of mind. El¬ 
liott Outer, the giant of 
contemporary music who 
flies into London this 
week, made his in the Arizona 
Desert in 1950. Ostensibly fleeing 
from New York pressures, he 
ended up escaping from a whole 
bag of preconceptions. 

“In the Thirties we were all 
comparatively Leftist. There was 
this feeling that music, at a time of 
social emergency, should not be 
ehtisL But after the war I realized 
that there's no sense in trying to 
write for ‘the public’, because no 
one really has any idea of what 
public expectation is. So from then 
on 1 wrote what I liked.** 

He emerged from the desert with 
his first String Quartet Adjectives 
that have stock with his music ever 
since were bom in tim t moment: 
complex, dense, intellectual, 
craggy, difficult In the 1960s, when 
such qualities were prized, be was 
regularly hailed as America’s great¬ 
est composer. Now, American 
composers have mostly gone sim¬ 
ple, neo-romantic and minimal, 
and the “greatest** epithet is less 
often heard. Garter admits be is ’ 
unsympathetic to present trends. 
‘The disturbing thing about min¬ 
imalism is that there are so many 
notes. It’s not minimal at all in 
what you bear; rather, in the 
thought that has gone into it.” 

Such statements make Carter, 82 
this year, sound like some outdated 
Cold Warrior of ku^-fbigotten 
musical wars. Nothing could be 
further from the reality of the man. 
The epitome of liberal Greenwich 
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Composer Elliott Carter: “There is no sense in trying to write for ‘the public’, because no-one really has any idea of what public expectation is.” 


Village, where he has lived most of 
his life, be exudes civility and wit; 
be will undoubtedly charm any 
Royal Academy of Music student 
dannted by the thought of having 
to perform his tricky music all next 
week. 

“One of the most important 
things to have happened since the 
war is that they are tendirng 
conservatoire students to play 
contemporary music. In fact, at the 
Eastman School in New York I’m 
told they won't let students play 
music older than SO years. Pity; it 
cuts out some of mine.” 

The works which have brought 
Carta- his greatest fame —'the 
massive 1976 Symphony for Three 
Orchestras, the HawHi^ Concerto 


for Orchestra, the string quartets 
(the Second won a Pulitzer Prize) 
and other viitu osic chamber works 
— have also provided ammunition 
to his detractors. On the one hand, 
there is the fascination of fathom¬ 
ing their knotty complications; he 
is famous for setting himself a new 
structural chanftnga with each 
weak. In particular there are his 
“metric modulations”: the dizzy¬ 
ing whooshes of gathering pace, as 
the super-imposed metres collide 
in glorious coincidence at crucial 
points in his seme (“Chopin does 
the thing,” rfj»*Tn« Carter; 
slightly mysteriously.) 

On the other hand, there are 
charges that Carter has made a cult 
of virtuosity, that he lovesa display 


of complexity for its own sake. 
John Rockwell of the New York 
Times has led the critical assault, 
describing Carter's music as “curi¬ 
ously constrained, flawed by a lack 
of inner clarity and expressive 
directness”. 

Anecdotal evidence supports 
this thesis of over-complexity: did 
Carter not take six months simply 
to proof-read his Concerto for 
Orchestra? Did even the perfec¬ 
tionist, super-precise Pierre Bou¬ 
lez come nowhere near exactitude 
in his recording of the Symphony 
for Three Orchestras? 

Carter sees things differently. 
Asked about the bewildering 
of counterpoint he con¬ 
structs, he disarmingly points to 


jazz as an influence, or (more 
unexpected still) to his Harvard 
student days singing in the Glee 
Club. “I was fascinated by the 
madrigals of Wedkes and Wilbye. 
Later, when I went to Paris to 
study with Nadia Boulanger, I 
discovered the 16th-century Ital¬ 
ian madrigalists as well. Their 
influence has remained with me 
ever since. Of course, the poly- 
rhythms and counterpoint have 
become a little more complex...” 

Moreover, he finds it “rather 
shocking” that some musto-lovers 
claim to have no emn tinwai 
response whatsoever to modem 
music. “I read these dismal sur¬ 
veys which say that audiences find 
even the neo-classical works of 


Stravinsky uxrinidfigtfcte. Well, if 
they think that, they must think 
the same about Mozart.” 

Just is Caner his stuck to 
traditional notation, rather than 
being seduced by tire pretty sqajg. 
gles and smears of “graphic non- 
non” he has also stock to 
traditional instruments. Why no 
experiments with electronics? 

“Because all the electronic music I 
heard seemed primitive. I used to 
knows lot of electronic composers 
—and the amount of time they put 
into something that was, frankly, 
baby-talk was staggering." J 
It is a pity that Outer has nevai 
written an opera, given that Ira 

songs and choral pieces show such 

an intuitive undemanding of 
American poets such as Lowc& 
and Dickinson. “Well, I agree whb- 
you. But the texts that interest on 
in contemporary theatre — flecks 
ett, Pinter. Genet - are oot what 

American opera audiences wantto 

hear. And our opera oomptnkg 
are not subsidized sufficiently to ^ 
allow them to do anything very, * 
reckless.” 

Is the current American mood 
scene healthy? “We certainly havg.' 
an enormous number of compos 
era — 20,000, I understand. £ 
boasted about this to a Frenchman '.x. - 

recently, and he said ‘that’s noth? 
ing; there-are 100.000 painters a, 

Paris'. The problem is that m 
American culture the post is no£ f ^ 
only forgotten, it's irretrievable • - 
Each new generation wipes out tin? 
older one's work. AH effort* 
become ephemeral; there’s no 
sense of creating a store of dasocu 
to be drawn upon, as in Europe.^* 

But Carter is dearly not a£ 
ephemeral as he fears. He hasjmt, 
received a giant doctoral Omsk 
from an Oxford graduate, 
covering every hidden process in' 
his music. Does Carter understand $ 
it?“Notentirely.Butrmeqjoyiig[ l: ,mJt 
being reminded of how 1 worked ~ " 
all those tilings out, years ago.” > 1 

• Elliott Carter is composer-tn+a- so * ' 
idertee ax the Royal Academy iff 
Music's American Music Fesmeh, *■ 

Performances throughout next wedt 
(telephone 01-935 5461for detail 
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Benedict Nightingale 

Joe Turner’s 
Come and Gone 

_ Tricycle _ 

Those who admired' August Wil¬ 
son’s Ma Rainey’s Blade Bottom, 
still at the National,- should find 
plenty to applaud here. His Joe 
Turner may ramble and meander 
a bit too, but it has more excuse, 
being about footloose people as 
unsure of their emotional destina¬ 
tions as their geographic ones. 

In Ma Rainey, Wilson’s exem¬ 
plary place and period was a 
Chicago recording studio in 1927. 
Here it is a lodging house in 1911 
Pittsburg. As a vacuum inter¬ 
mittently filled by the imperma¬ 
nent, it makes an apt setting for a 
play about rootlessness. 

Those passing through inclodea 
woman deserted by her lover after 
their children died, and a boyish 
labourer in search of some 
woman, any woman. But them 
most of the cast seem to be 
helplessly looking for elusive oth¬ 
ers. That is why the play’s sole 
white, descendant of slave-traders 
and trackers of runaway blades, 
has turned to a local industry; 
“people-fixkder” or professional 


reconciler of separated relatives. 

That is also why one of the 
play's more arresting characters 
spends his days examining pigeon 
entrails and performing rituals 
with exotic herbs. As played by 
Joseph MaiceQ, with a gentle 
smile and a shimmer in the eyes, 
he is a benign sort of magician. But 
his claim is to give lost people 
control over their lives. Some 
hope in this shabby corner of the 
American dream. 

Not all Wilson’s case-studies are 
equally interesting. He might have 
concentrated more on the lay 
preacher searching for his wife 
alter being pressed into a chain 
gang for seven years. 

Tony Annattading, who plays 
the role, is more effective at 
dangerously smouldering t han 
splintering into emotional shrap^ 
nel; but in his black hat and 
overcoat he cuts a marvellously 
sepulchral, brooding figure. 

The play can seem wordy, and 
the words themselves less than 
fresh. The ending is wishful, the 
acting in Claude Purdy’s produc¬ 
tion uneven. But at best we get a 
strong sense of the rejection, 
damage and cultural confusions 
Afro-Americans still cany in their 
race-memories — and of the 
imagination and resilience of 
some of their ancestors. A history 
lesson, yes; but one taught with 
humanity and love. 


Quite apart from its 100 years of 
pioneering adult education for all¬ 
comers in south London, Morley 
College has another remarkable 
distinction. Its succession of 
music direc t ors has included the 
composers Gustav Holst, Michael 
Tippett, Peter Radne Packer and 
John Gardner. 

Many American universities, 
with millions of dollars endowed 
in professorships, have fired 
much worse. But then, money 
cannot usually buy idealism. 

Last night's centennial celebra¬ 
tion concert in Southwark Cathe¬ 
dral fittingly included music by 
them aQ. It was performed by the 
college’s choir and symphony 
orchestra in acoustics which. 


Homage to idealism 


CONCERT ■ - 

Richard Morrison 

Morley College 
Centennial 
Southwark Cathedral 

while not permitting dose inflec¬ 
tion of the music's more intimate 
detail, at least prevented too 
critical an wamnBu ion of the 
students’technical shortcomings. 
So Tippett's Praebtdium for 


brass, bells and various other tink¬ 
ling and rfiniring instrument s, 
rumbled and spluttered with- due 
mystery. Holst’s Choral Fantasia, 
led by a magnificently gutsy blast 
of organ (Andrew Lumsden) and 
some dean solo soprano work 
(Clare GraydonJames), gave us 
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the present music director, pro-* 
duced a glum Elegy that sounded* 
like Schoenberg with a migraine? J,** 

By contrast, John Gardner’s Thinf * . 

Symphony was a tonal, tunefid .***' “’ 

and compact three-movement eK gl* •./ , 

fort; its slow movement, spotlights 
ing strings, woodwind and brassin* >*7 1 ^ 
turn, inspired the best playing? F f * nJ ’ u " 
Between the mnsic, the lights* 
were lowered for the Motley- 

College Contemporary Dance* * rert ” 

-ant • 
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Robert Bridges’s dour thesis of Group, performing three shoxt c 
Man’s total insignificance. And works. From a seat halfway down" 


Pricker's Rondo Scherzoso was 
gamely delivered, though its fugue 
was and both on the string play¬ 
ers and on the audience. 

The two premieres were as chalk 
and cheese. Mr MkhadGraubart, 


the nave, I could see nothing of foe" 
young ladies’ body movements - 1 
something of a drawback when- 
reviewing dance. But their ey«J 
brows looked tremendously' 
vibrant. * 


Out of the shadow of the gunman 
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A YMBATBICA& ROMP 

BY JOHN O'KEEFFE 


REECE DINSDALE & IAN SHARROCK 
sponsoud n HammondSUD fMKDS 



TICKET SALES S’ LEEDS 4427H 
QUARRY HILL MOUNT, LEEDS LS9 SAW 



F or a white, says Christina 
Reid, “Northern Ireland was 
flavour of the month. Yoa 
coald not tom on the TV without 
seeing a play about it Then 
everybody got bored. It’s terrible: 
when something goes on for too 
long, people don’t want to see it” 
The 47-year-old Belfast-born 
writer has been responsible for two 
of the best Northern Irish plays of 
the Eighties. Tea In a China Cap 
was seen at Riverside in 1984, and 
Joyriders ran at the Tricycle in 
1986. Since then, relatively little 
has beat heard from her in 
London, where she moved with her 
three daughters three years ago in 
order to live with the EagKsh actor 
Richard Howard. Last year, die 
Yew Theatre Company in BaOma, 
Chanty Mayo, tooted Joyrider* 
around Ireland. That same com¬ 
pany now makes its London dibat 
at the Young Vfc Stndio with her 
entreat two-hander. My Name, 
ShoB I Teh! Yon My Name. 

"They asked me: *Did X have a 
one-act small cast play they could 
take to the Dublin Festival?* she 
says. She suggested My Name, 
first w ritte n for Radio 4 in 1987. It 
fa a memory play Cor two actors 
and three voices. Andy, the grand¬ 
father, fa a fierce Ulster Protestant 
and proud am r ira of tire Battle of 
the Sonune, given to regular 
recitations of the battle’s casual¬ 
ties. Andrea fa his l o v i ng grand¬ 
daughter, whom we first hear as a 
young child mesmerized by hfa no- 
,surrender conviction. 

Seen as a woman who has 


Christina Reid, one of the best playrights 
to emerge from contemporary Belfast, 
talks to Matt Wolf about her latest piece 
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Christina Reid: political content, but “the dr ama must come first” 

to fce able to move on and 
finds henetf ideologically opposed deal with anythins dse in her life 


to bar grandfather’s attitudes on 
war, nee and gender. The two 
retain the hood that began in her 
childhood, only to realize rtw* 
their affections are by necessity 
subject to revision. 

“It’s about, that difference be¬ 
tween taring and Hiring people,” 
Reid says at the Young Vte, where 
she has been writer-in-residenoe 
for the past 18 months. “T 
to walkaway bvttifs my 
to say, T love yon with all my 
heart, but I disagree with every¬ 
thing you believe in.’ Sin’s never 


going to be able to move on and 
deal with anythiag else in her life 
if she can’t deal with this initial 
thing that was so wonderful and 
good and has now turned to hate.” 

Is the play antoloographical? 
No, says Reid, “the gut’s history fa 
not mine.” Nevertheless, she re¬ 
calls that she and her grandfather 
were unusually dose. In a family 
where women were prohibited 
from smoking, her grandfather, 
she remembers with a smile, 
offered her her first cigarette. And, 
Ak^Aody in the play, the memory 
of the StHBune dominated hfa life. 

R*id began writing at the age of 


11, when she was given a five-yea^, r 
diary with a lock and key whfck 
she kept diligently for a week anA. *, 
then, in boredom, started making. [ 
entries up. Her professioaal caret*' * 
was launched in ho- ntid-thirties L 
with Did You Hear the One About- £ 
the Irishman! and she now moves k f 
between TV, radio and the stage, * 
tewing turned down file offer to 
contribute to a major soap opera J 
which she will not — m^r - 

Her dramatic influences are' 
dear. Joyriders begins at a Belfast 
performance of Sean O'Casey'S 
Shadow of A Gunman before 
becoming a contemporary res '« 

spouse-to that play, and ReSd \ 
expresses special affection for her ? 
great Irish realist forbear. “Here 
what he does, particnlady to those ^ 
early plays: he breaks your bearf ^ 
white making you laugh.” • 

Reid, by extension, refines ta ^ 
Play the polemicist, and sb* <• 

acknowledges that her writing hi. 
now “becoming widen ifs net to 
colloquial Belfast”. She has cOfa- 1*. 

pleted a new eight-person play :~ 
which she hopes to premiere on the i;, 
Yoong Vic main stage to At 
an town: to this work, as before,. 
c h ara c ters take preced e n c e oveR K 
dogma. “Ifs not that I’ve never i <: : 
n**de a political statement to any 
my plays, but the drama always 
comes first, and the people; Other- 
wfaeyon mfghtas well write a trad 
or stand on a street corner.” ■ 

• My Name, Shall I Tell Yon 
My Name opens at the Young 
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London Co:>e urn, 

St Martin's Lane, 


'A strikingly brilliant 
production Sunday 

'Graham Clerk attacks 
the role or .Alexei with 
startling mastery' 

Financial Time; 


Davie FaunInoy 
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Mono B|Ofn$on 


Daviri Pountnfiy 
c, Rita McAllister 


Grahcm Clark.. UlrlkCold, 
Kimborly Barber, 
Ann Howard 
Gcoffrny Poqson 
Christopher Booth-Jones 
Thorc Kor 
Edward Byl 
Inc Shilling 


ALSO BOOKING: 

MACBETH 

Nferxll 

NEW PRODUCTION 
April 5. 7,12. U, 18,21,24.27 
May 1,4, of 7.30pm 

ARIADNE ON NAXOS 

Strauss 

April20,25,28 

May 2,11,16,19,24,31 

at/.30ptn 

THE MARRIAGE 
OF FIGARO 

Mozart 

May3,5,10,12,15,17,21, 23,26,30 
June 2 at 7.00pm 

CLARISSA 

Holloway 

WORLD PREMIERE 

May 18,22,25.29 
June 1 at 7.30pm 


Puccini on a platform 






Paul Griffiths 

LaBoheme - 
Birmingham 
Conservatoire 

One particular charm of this 
Birmingham Conservatoire pro¬ 
duction Iks in seeing and hearing 
Puccini's Bohemians enacted by 
people of roughly the right age. 
The tomfoolery in the last act is 
for once engaging, and Ian Watt- 

Cm tlV . -J.1_■_ 


ready, fresh reqxmse from the 
four lovers: the acting is quick and 
passionate, and also intimate, 
thanks to a set, by Mark Hinton, 
which allows most of the scenes to 
be played out on small raised 
platforms in a three-dimensional, 
uniform ash-grey piece of town- 
scape which aptly functions for all 
four acts. 

. Presumably the devation of the 

singers was an answer to acoustic 
problems, since the Conser¬ 
vatoire's auditorium, the Adrian 
Boult H all, has no pit As it is, the 
singers come through .dearly. 


though one or two are sometimes 
tempted to force tone at the big 
climax e s, perhaps partly because 
the orchestra, under Keith Dar¬ 
lington, makes such a splendid 
sound. Occasional slips apart, 
there is a strong fading of 
semble, and a rare clarity, delicacy 
and firmness ofblend in the many 
soft textures of the score. 

Catherine Mason as Mimi uses 
an expressive voice to achieve a 
touching performance; she will 
surely gain more control over a 
harshness that glazes her tone and 
spoils her intonation when she 
sings loudly. Mark Cartwright's 


di ffi culties: his is a beautiful, dear 
tone which starts to waver in pitch 
when put underpressure. 

Susannah Glanville commands 
foe personality for Musette, and 
the vocal confidence. Ian Jervis is 
an excellent Marcello, amiable 
ar *d fugged, the only one of the 
Principals to sing consistently in 
tune. The large chorus prdvide 
almost as many eam^ roles: the 
Programme’s description of SOT* 
of the m as “resistance fighters” 
prepares for a rriocatioai~ttt war¬ 
time Paris that is not unduly 






















21 




THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 8 1990 


THE ARTS / FILM 


The Fabulous Baker Boys, Shadow Makers, The War of the Roses, Renegades, Plaffl and The Summer ofAviya 


Seducing the small-timers 


mm 

David Robinson 

O ne of the most ven¬ 
erable Hollywood plots 
is the show-business 
triangle; the story of a 
tight-knit professional 
team broken np by ‘emotional 
strains when a woman ceases on 
the scene. The Fabulous Balter 
Boys (15, Odeon Haymarket) — 
27-year-old Steve Ktoves’s first 
film as writer-director—gives the 
old story new fife and several 

unexpected twists. 

"’For a start, the Baker Boys are 
irredeemably small-time, a tired 
two-piano act playing one-night 
stands in hotel lounges and cut- 
price resorts. When the bookings 
<fcy hr to the point when they are 
actually paid not to appear, they 
decide to take on a singer. The 
arrival of Susie Diamond (Mi¬ 
chelle Pfeiffer) gives a lift to their 
professional fortunes but puts 
intolerable strains on their 30- 
year-old p ar tnersh i p. 

‘‘None of the characters is quite 
what appears on the surface. The 
World-weary cynicism of Jade (Jeff 


his sentiment (generally lavished 
chi his toothless old dog) or his 
frustrated ambitions to be a 
s&rious musician. Frank (Bean 
Bridges), theself-proriaiming pro. 


secretly yearns for domesticity 
and bis garden shed. Nor is Susie, 
with her brittle ways and de¬ 
bauched eyes, quite the sophis¬ 
ticate she seems. 

The combination of 
economical dialogue and a trio of 
impeccable performances trans¬ 
forms the old story into a wonder¬ 
fully observant study of char¬ 
acters, seen against the very 
distinctive landscape of nm-down 
Was hin gt o n districts (mostly don- 
bled by cleverly selected Califor¬ 
nian locations). 

No doubt the real life relation¬ 
ship of Jeff and Bean Bridges 
explains modi of the conviction of 
the sibling relationship; the 
alternation of affection irrita¬ 

tion, protectiveness and resent¬ 
ment; and the very complex, 
jealousies Stirred by the entry of 
the third party. 

The music is integral to both 
film and characters. Dave 
Grnsin’s score uses vintage hits 
that accurately c hara c teriz e the 
Baker Boys and the venues they 
play. The Bridges Boys hit then- 
keyboards with conviction; and 
Michelle Pfeiffer is completely 
believable as the sultry torch 
singer, wrestling sensually with the 
piano in a memorable rendering of 
“Making Whoopee”. With richly 
atmospheric photography by 
Michael Ballhaus; this is- an ir¬ 
resistibly seductive film. 
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instate said: “The split¬ 
ting of the atom las 
changed everything save 
node of thrakfesg: 
til us we drift toward 
unparalleled catastrophe*. In 
Shadow Makers (PG, Empire 2, 
CaanoB Tottenham Coart Read) 
Bofamd JoflR recreates the story of 
(be “Manhattan Project” — the 
making of the atomic bomb -from 
setting np the Los Alamos re¬ 
search centre to the first tests and 
the dedfehm to bomb Hiroshima. 

It Is prfadpaUy the story of 
, J. Robert Oppenbeimer, the 
physicist from Berk el ey put in 
overall charge of the scientific 
hHm | iwrftf T rti> wwKtur y nsimin rt 
of General Leslie Chores. At the 
centre of the film are the contin¬ 
uing dashes between the mifitnry 
BKotalhy and die liberal, scientific 
rated. Oppenbeimer has to battle 
with Groves’s obsessive concern 
wife order, secrecy and security; 
Groves eqjoys the power he ac¬ 
quires through surveillance of 
Oppenbeuner’s left-wing assoc¬ 
iations. 

More complex conflicts emerge 
as the scientists begin to qvestioa 
the morality of the weapon they 
are nwfcmg - Groves, fee soldier, 
has no doubts; fee government's 
£2bn in v estm e n t fa fee project 
mast be justified by using the 
vteapon. Oppenbeimer resists fas 
conscience — probably driven no 


Suae ( Michelle Pfeiffer ). l ri w g Ba fy—nai Rafcw(JeffftiJges) In TkeFabtrieus Baker Boys 

Breathless tale of the bomb 


less by obsession wife academic 
success than by pressve from 
Groves that is dose to UadanaSL 

After 45 years, fee evidence 

suggests that the Japanese surren¬ 
der was already inevitable when 
fee bomb was dropped, on the 
pretext of for cing an end to fee 
war. The film attempts to deal 
seriously with the issues; bat fee 
script—by Joflfe himself and 
Brace Robinson, who wrote JofiiPs 
earlier fOm Zle BRmg Fields — 
gets lost among too many themes. 

It passes from the Groves- 
Oppenbeimer confrontation to 
staff relations at Los Alamos; 
touches inconclusively on Oppen- 
behneris political sympathies; of¬ 
fers a Popular Science 
introduction to some technical 
problems of atomic fission; in¬ 
troduces a fictional romantic li¬ 
aison which ends wife fee death by 
radiation of the young scientist 
involved; and- rather hurries 
through the question ct the cele¬ 
brated petition tire physicists at¬ 
tempted to present to the President 
and the nfthnate decision to nse 
the bomb. Mncfa of the dialogue is 
too naively expository. 

It would bare helped if Oppen- 
hehner bad been more deeply 
explored, or portrayed in a more 


persuasive and sympathetic way. 
Dwight Schultz is an actor whose 
elocution, along wife every move¬ 
ment of Ms eyes and face, never 
lets yon forget he fa acting. By 
comparison Paul Newman's Gen¬ 
eral Groves is a performance of 
unimpeachable truthfulness, 
which never underes timates fee 
man with easy caricatures of fee 
martinet. 

Danny DeVito’s The War of ike 
Roses (IS, Odeon Leicester 
Square) begins as a romantic 
comedy aimat an iip-and-comfag 
lawyer (Michael Dongfas) who 
falls fa love wife a gymnast 
(Kathleen Tomer). It starts to turn 
soar as Dongiasfa incorrigible 
mate chauv inism collides Wife 
Trailer’s unyMdmg feminism; and 
ultimately escalates into pure hor- 
nw as the couple embark on a 
course of mutual destruction. 

Before they tarn nasty, fee 

teaming of Tamer and Dongfas 
pleasantly recalls earlier spats in 
Romancing tie Stone and The 
Jewel of fee Mfe. But without 
giving away the rihuartic mon¬ 
strosities to which the conflict 
progresses, this deeply mis¬ 
anthropic — and certainly misogy¬ 
nist— film rapidly ceases to be 
comic. It is something of a shock 


when from time to time we return 
to the purely comic figure of 
DeVito in the role of a 

di sreputable lawyer; telling the 
story in flashback. 

It is now a Hollywood sport to 
devise variants of the stock story 
about a maverick cop who goes 
- underground in private pursuit of a 
specially detestable wrongdoer 
and thereby finds himself tire 
quarry of both police and crim¬ 
inals. In Renegades (15), fee cop 
(Kiefer Sutherland) is given an 
imfikely partner in a young 
reservation Indian (Lon Diamond 
Phillips), who has lost both his 
brother and fee tribal talisman to 
fee vitiates. 

Apart from this novelty, and 
some concomitant Indian medi¬ 
cine-man magic, it is all familiar: 
the beta cop at.the heart of ft all, 
fee wholesale destruction of cars 
in chases feat inevitably land up In. 
the' tadspehsabie street market; 
and the grand finale shoot-out 
Director Jade Shakier directs fee 
stand staff wife panache. 

The routing gag in Juan Carlos 

Tabu's Plaffl (ICA Cinema) fa 
feat the film is fall of mistakes - 
upside-down shots, botched lines* 
visible dapper-boards — because 


it was finished fa a fanny to meet 
an deadline. This fa a 

perilous joke when the film quite 
genuinely appears to be thrown 
together. 

It has gpod hranomr, though, one 
or two bright ideas, and some 
sharp satire against both fee waste 

amt fl fac x h n in atian of socialist 

bureaucracy and popular enfis and 
superstition. The title describes 
the noise of an egg hitting the wait 
fee heroine (enjoyabty played by a 
Cuban star, Daisy Granados) fa 
persecuted fay persons unknown 
who pelt her house. The eventual 
investigation nncarexs a good deal 
abort social and sexual anxieties 
fa contemporary Cuba. 

The Sommer of Anya (PG, 
Phoenix East Finchley) is an 
autobiographical oddity. The Is¬ 
raeli actress GOa Afan^or based a 
novel on her own childhood, then 
developed fee story, by way of a 
solo stage show, to a fihnscrfat, 
now directed by Eli Cohen. 

Ahnagor plays a woman (based 
on her own mother) whose 
safferings in Auschwitz have left 
her mentally unstable. The film 
relates the events of one summer 
which the woman, briefly released 
from mental hospital, spends wife 
her foody and fatherless- Bttie 
daughter Aviya. The charming, 
natural playing of fee ifeild actress 
Kaipn Cohen offsets Ahnagor’s 
tendency to excess. 


Roland Joffe, director of The Killing Fields and the controversial new film Shadow Makers, talks to Simon Banner 
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udging the success or feflure 
of a film, Roland JofiS be¬ 
lieves, should be a matter of 
measuring the distance between 
aid results and a director’s orig¬ 
inal intention. 

' In Hollywood on theotherband 
Success or failure is often assessed 
simply by subtracting the cost of a 
film’s production from total box- 
office receipts. 

1 Before now, what the British- 
born Joflfc caHs “this conundrum 
qf ah art that’s an industry and an 
industry that’s an art” may not 
have bothered him undtdy. His 
previous films as a director. The 
KHSng Fields and The Mission, 
were generally judged to be both 
artistic and com me rc ia l successes, 
and it is only with the rdease ofhis 
finest film, Shadow Makers, that 
Jofieand the money men seem to 
have fallen out 

Z When it opened on a total of 
more than 800 cinema screens in 


Mission to shock America 


the United States, Shadow Makers 
struggled to recoup even a couple 
of milli on dollars of its $18 
million budget and had pretty well 
dosed within a month. Jofife calls 
the film “a good and interesting 
and moving piece of work,” bat to 
the accountants who rale Holly¬ 
wood it has the unhappy look of 
an expensive failure. 

Taken from a script by Roland 
Jofifc and Brace Robinson, 
Shadow Makers is a sombre 
account of the creation and the 
dropping of the atomic bomb and 
centres on the complex relation¬ 
ship between Oppenbeimer and 
the military man who appointed 
him. General Leslie Groves. The 
key moment in its Faust-like story 
of human corruptibility comes 
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when Oppenbeimer consents to 
carry on working on the bomb 
even though the war in Europe is 
over, because for JoflS, fee drop¬ 
ping af the atomic bomb was “not 
an heroic gesture, but. at its most 
rational, a political acL At its 
worst, ft was purely vanity and 
ambition, and weakness and ties.” 

Ironically, the marketing 
department at Paramount, the 
studio that made Shadow Makers, 
must take some of the Name for 
its failure. Ioffe's film was orig¬ 
inally pot out under the title of Fat 
Man And Little Boy, the names of 
the bombs which were dropped on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Ameri¬ 
can audiences, it was later 
realized, not only failed to under¬ 
stand the title’s precise signifi¬ 
cance, but also believed a film 
with that title had to be comedy. 

Meanwhile, fee film’s advertis¬ 
ing campaign stressed the involve¬ 
ment of the star player; Paul 
Newman (as General Groves), to 
the exclusion of almost all other 
information. Regular Newman 
fans however were reported dis¬ 
tressed to find the salad-dressing 
king cast so extremely against type 
as a grim-faced Mephistopheles. 

“The film could have been 
marketed differently,’" Ioffe 
agrees, “but what I think we were 
finally up against is fee fact feat so 
many people go to fee cinema not 
to learn something new, but to be 


affirmed in something they al¬ 
ready fed. Most Americans think 
they know what fee dropping of - 
the bomb meant and they’ve 
romanticized Oppenbeimer. They 
believe that the Manhattan 
[Project was a glorious episode in 
their history.” 

Certainly some of the criticism 
Shadow Makers met with in the 
United Steles had a su spicious ly 
irrational air to ft. Bizarrely, 
several American commentators 
suggested that the scientists in the 
film did not look at all tike the real 
thing. More seriously, Joflfe found 
hims elf repeatedly charged wife 
simplifying the way the decision to 
drop the bomb was made. 

“So many Americans have to 
believe that fee great and the good 


sat down to discuss fee dropping 
of the bomb,” he says, “but fee 
whole point is that they didn’t. 
Groves described Truman’s atti¬ 
tude as non-interference and that 
seems to be confirmed by Tru¬ 
man’s diaries.” 

Shadow Makers, reviewed 
above, had its European premiere 
in competition at the Beilin Film 
Festival in February and is re¬ 
leased in Britain tomorrow. In the 
meantime; Ioffe is continuing 
with preparations for a new film to 
■be shot in India later this year. 

“dearly yon hope for some 
c omme rcial success with any 
film," he says, “and I hope 
Shadow Makers will be more 
successful in Europe than, it was in 
America, but not every film can be 
a megabuck winner and I think 
yon have to take risks. You have 
to say this is a story I want to tell 
and it should be recorded on film. 
You have to take the gamble.” 



Risk-taking; Joffe directs PanlNewnran playing General Leslie Groves 


Out of Australia into Africa 


VIDEOBOX 


Geoff Brown 


A weeklyaatetikmorfBm n camr 
released on video. The year refers totho 
deto of first release, arm the case of 

tatodsfon tarns, of Brst broadcast 

CROCODILE DUNDEE H (CIC, PG): 
Davwfflng. largely charmless sequel 
to the Aussie hit. Paul Henan is 
king of the outback, tangfeig with a 
drugs baron; Linda Koaowski 
returns as his “Sheila". 1988. 

CRT FREEDOlMCtC, PG): Richard 
Attenborough's Steve Biko fan, 

speedBy released at a bargain 
price to cash in on Mandela's 
release-Well-meaning, but more 
persuasive as an adventure than a 
political calMo-arms. Kevin Kfine 
as journalist Donald Woods; 

Denzel Washington as the activist 
Biko. 1987. 

THE DECEIVERS (Vestron, 15): 
Rip-roaring Empire yam wife dark 


'director I 

company from 
John Masters's novel about British 
cotoniafa in India, faced wife the 
murderous Thuggee cutt. With 
Pierce Brosnan. 1988. 

THE HOLLYWOOD MUSICAL 
COLLECTION (Warner): A far-flung 
' ' j the classic 
rials 42nd Street, with 


routines (1 @3. U); James I 
strutting his stuff as i 
Cohan in Yankea Doodfe i 
(1942, Uh Judy Garland and James 
Mason riding HoBywood’s 
rollercoaster in A Star is Bom 
(1954. Uk and WdstSkle Story 
(1961, PG). with two miscast leads 
but wikfly energetic choreography. 

JOHN WAYNE: AN AMERICAN 
LEGEND (Warner): Howard 
Hawks's marveBousiy relaxed and 
spry /3foBrav»(l959,PG) heads 
the package, with Wayne as the 
sheriff 143 against outlaws. The 
Aftmofigea. PG). Wayne’s 
ejecting dbbut, dteptays an 
elephantine touch, though there is 


some rousta stage warfare. Burt 
Kennedy's 7ne Train Robbers 
(1973, U) tea slight rambling tale 
with Wayne efispenstog hocnlfies 
and hunting for stolen gold. 

THE MARX BROTHERS IN A 
NUTSHELL (Vestron. U): Television 
stavey of the madcap brood, with 
generous dps, tasty rare footage, 
and reminiscences mom veteran 
cooeagues. Gene Kelly casts the 
only raght by narrating with a 
permanent chuckle. 

SAHARA (RCA/Colunfoia.PG): 
Study, rommee-free wartime 


leading the band of Allied aW^orts 
to a desert water hole, white Nazis 
breattre down their necks. Director, 
ZOftan Korda. 1943. 

W.C. FIELDS STRAIGHT UP 
(Vestron, u y. Delicious survey of 
the acerbic genius, assembled for 
American teteviston by comedy 
expert Joe Adamson. Crammed 
with dips (ah Identified and dated}, 
toughs and jud i cious interviews, it 
leaves you aching to see the 


Milking the memories 


Geoff Brown on the pitfalls of presenting 
nostalgic newsreel footage in video packages 


T hft srffrttg pat ch inh ffjtfWHK 

“Never has there been a 
video product with such 
appeal — with millio ns of 
potential , purchasers ... 
Watcfaabde hour after hour after 
. hour”What can this be? Certainly 
not Shook, the Holocaust epic, or 
fee complete films of Andy War- 
hoL Neither does it quite sound 
like what in fact it is: four decades 
,of British Ifethe newsreels sliced 
and bundled into' 40 hour-long 
videos, each devoted to “a year to 
remember”, stretching from 1930 
to 1969. (Frthe’s last release was 
in February 1970). The project is 
fee hrainchfld of fee Faikfield 
Enterta inment g ro up — fee latest 
owners of the Path* archive. The 
videos win be on sale from April 2 
at the magical price of £9.99. 

Britain’s Top Fifty video sales 
regularly include son-fiction ma¬ 
terial, though historical compila¬ 
tions rarely make the lists. Fitness 
videos are the thing, yet there is a 
market for popular history; news- 
reel and television archives exist 
in abundance. The question is, 
how best can«they be intelhgentiy 
and profitably marketed? 

The easy temptation Is to round 
np the usual stories (Chamberlain 
waving feat dip of paper, the 
Queen getting crowned), glue 
them together with popular music, 
vaguely in period, and play np the 
high nostalgia quotient. A group of 
new cassettes from fee Visnews 
library, offering “music, mem¬ 
ories and milestones” of the 
1930s, 1940s, 1950s and 1960s, 
show what can happen when this 

tenr p te t i ptt h hlitwhy imfntg pH 

For British cinema newsreels 
must be handled wife care. In¬ 
dividual cameramen captured 
events with courage and slnTl, yet 
as mirrors of history the newsreels 
were plainly distorte d — most of 
all during fee 1930s, when censor¬ 
ship rules and some covert lnA* 
with the Conservative govern¬ 
ment produced bland, hesitant 
coverage. “General Goering is one 
of the most popular figures in 
Germany,” a 1935 commentator 
burbles in the Visnews tape de¬ 
voted to feat tormented decade, 
“and tire nation rejoices in his 
marriage to a charming bride”. 
Changa fee namw^ and fee sen¬ 
tence could serve for one of the 
society weddings at St James's, 
Piccadilly - events regularly fea¬ 
tured beside the British Empire 
Cocktail Championships, daft 
fashion shows, and grudging dis¬ 
patches from the Spanish Civil 
War. An astute viewer may be able 
to supply a critical perspective to 
this jumble of fee trite, fee 
ominous, and the awful; fee tape 
itself provides no help. 

Vlsnews’s Thirties video - 
largely drawn from Gaumoni- 


British and Bliti&li Paramount 
newsreels-is a particularly 
depressing specimen. No dates for 
the dips are given (a common 
video failing , this); while the 
Knifing commentary only offers 
(fog-cared platitudes. 

Lucidly, the video shelves are 
also stocked wife material — often 
generated by television itself— 
which treats the past more, 
thoughtfully. Thames Television’s 

1975 survey of Worid War Two, 
The World At War., can be 
purchased on 12 cassettes, though 
we lack its BBC predecessor. The 
Great War, aired ten years earlier 
— a milestone in the way it treated 
archive footed with respect. 

Other material in the shops is 
more arcane. Between the Wars, in 
eight volumes, offers an American 
television series from 1978, cover¬ 
ing American life in fee 1920s and 
19305. There is some gfibness, but 
also analysis and rare footage; 
Volume Two features absorbing 
coverage of General Billy Mitchell 
in 1921 struggling to impress 
d efence chicfc with an aircraft’s 
bombing capabilities. These are 
tapes you can team from. 

Yesterday’s news is also going 
through fee' video mincer. The 
Newsbrief company offers an 
excellent subscription service, 
chiefly aimed at schools and 
overseas organizations, supplying 
a monthly hour-long digest of 
world events drawn from material 
gathered for fee BBC’s bulletins. 
At £395 for a year’s supply, the 
tapes also provide an expensive 
way of catching missed items: 
where was I when fee Californian 
fiogjumpang contest was shown? 

Yet Newsbrie£ too, now hopes 
to attract fee general video buyer. 
It has recently issued 1989— The 
Decade's Dramatic Climax: a two- 
hour anthology of chiefly mo¬ 
mentous events — no Goering 
wedding or jumping frogs here. 
Once more we have Kale Adie 
mingling wife death in Tian¬ 
anm en Square, John Timpson 
dodging snipers’ bullets in Buch¬ 
arest, Hillsborough, fee Alaska oil 
spill, and Gorbachov times ten. 
They could be yours for £19.95 
(postage included) from News- 
brief; Olympia Bridge Quay, 70 
Russell Road, London W14 8YL. 

1989, at least, might be worth 
the outlay. It remains to be seen 
whether the Piath6 haul from 1930 
to 1969 will have the same lasting 
value. “Nostalgia at its finest,” 
Parkfieid croons, “The perfect 
gift." But unless there is a positive 
effort to treat the newsreel ma¬ 
terial — and the viewer — intelli¬ 
gently, the tapes might well end up 
like so many gifts unwrapped 
wife delight, played once, and 
then, somehow, forgotten. 



Historic: General Eisenhower’s victorious honre-coming (Pafe£ 1945) 
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The Times Preview featnres a 
different area of die arts each 


day Monday to Friday, as 
indicated above, including 


events both in London and 
across the country in the 


following seven days. Plus 
the daily Cinema Guide: the 1 
best of the new films in 
London and on release 


■T ■ _:i." 

*••:$ : " : <S 


OPERA 


Hilary Finch 


LONDON 

DON PASOUALE: Healthy revival with 
Eric Garrett in the title rote. Kathleen 
Batts as the Norina, and 8runa 
Campanefla conducting. 

Covent Garden, WC2 (01-240 1060). 
Tonight. 7.30-1 Opm. E2L50-EB4. 

THE MIKADO: Revival ot Jonathan 
User's chic, witty Hoftywood-styte G & 
S. James Holmes takes up the baton 
from Justin Brown from Sat evening. 
Cofl ieum . St Martin's Lane, London 
WC2 (01-836 3161). Tonight, Sat Tues, 
7.30-10-30pm, mat Sat 230pm, E3-E33. 

OTELLO: Po wor hJ Vertfi revival- HJah 
Moshmsky’s prod u ction is in good, epic 
shape. Edward Downes conducts. 

Co vent Garden, (as above). Tomorrow, 
WBd, 730-1030pm, £230-282. 

LA TRAVIATA: Helen Reid is an 
outstanding Violetta and now Bona- 
ventura Bottom as Alfredo. Noel Davies 
conducts as from Monday. 

Coflaaum, (as above). Tomorrow, Moo, 
730-1030pm, £3-233. 

ANGEUOUE/LA VIDA BREVBMttrt and 
Falla double on imaginatively staged by 
the Gutttiafl School of Music and 
Drama. 

GSMD. Barbican. 91k Street, London 
EC2 (01-638 8881). Tomorrow. Mon, 7- 
10pm, £33 (Wl7. 

DAPHNE; Strauss one-actar In a concert 
performance by the Chelsea Opera 
Group. Conducted by Norma) del Man 
with Kenneth Wodam and Theresa 
CahflL 

Queen EKzabeth Hal, South Bank. 
London SE1 (01-828 8800). Sun, 7.45- 
10pm, £5-21230. 

ELEKTRA: Gfitz Friedrich's new produo- 
lion, conducted by Sir Georg Solti with 
Eva Marten singing the ttte role, and 
Maijana Upon—k as My t e m ne s t i a. 
Covent Garden (as above). Mon, B- 
9.40pm, E230-E82. 

THE GAMBLER: Revival of David 
Pountney's searing Prokofiev produc¬ 
tion for ENO sees the return of Qalwm 
Clark. Stan Edwards makes her com¬ 
pany debut conducting. 

CoUmuhi (as above). Wed. 730430pm, 
£3-233. 

OUTSIDE LONDON 


cost FAN TUTTE: Walsh National 
Opera. With Valerie Mastereon as 
FtortSigL Maureen Bremwane as 
Despma and Bryn Terfel as GugMbno. 
Sir Charles Mackerras conducts. 

New Theatre, Cardiff (0222 394844). 
Tonight, 7.15-1030pm. £73042630. 

DIE FLEDERMAUS: Opera Northern 
Ireland's restaging of Heknut PoWxa's 
1987 production tar Walsh. National. 
David Parry conducts a cast including 
Susan Bullock, Pater Cotaman-Wrtght 
and Sandra Doug dale. 

Grand Opera House, Ballast (0232 
240411). Tonight. Sat, 730-1030pm. £5- 
£ 20 . 

DON PASOUALE: Peter Knapp's Travel¬ 
ing Opera. Alan Watt takes the title rote 

as fitness freak In present-day Tuscany. 
Swan Theatre, Stratford-upon-Avon 
(0789 295623). Tonight, tomorrow, 730- 
10.15pm, £830416L 

THE BARBER OF SEVILLE; Welsh 
National's busy, harum-scarum co¬ 
production with Opera North. Carlo Rtzd 
conducts- Cast includes Anthony Mi¬ 
chaels Moore, Kata McCamey and 
Andrew Shore. 

Haw Theatre (as above).. Tomorrow. 
7.15-9.45pm, £7.50-226-50. 


LUCIA Di LAMMERMOOR: Opera 80's 
visually striking production over 
stretches its young cast, ted by Linda 
Clemens. Charles Peebles conducts, 
catf* PavWon. Westcfiff, Essex (0702 
351135). Fri. 730-10.15pm. £53047.50. 
Hexagon, Reading (0734 591591). Wed. 
730pm, E7-E10. 

LA FORZA PEL DESTINO; Scottish 
Opera. John Mauceri conducts a version 
with Verdi's ongmaf Prelude and final 
scene. Andrea Gruber teads- 
playbousa, Edtataxgh (031 557 2590). 
Tues, 6A5-10.15pm, E5-D730. 

DER ROSENKAVAUER: Welsh National 
Opera’s traditionaf production by Wolf¬ 
gang Weber is conducted by Mackerras. 
Several yoimg stagers worth watching: 
Rita Cuffis as the Marsctnttn. Amanda 
Roocroft as Sophie and Donald Adams 
as Ochs. 

Hippodrome, Bir mi ngham (021 622 
7486). Tubs, 630-1030pm. £11-230. 


>c- • 


John Percival 


LONDON 

RAMBERT DANCE COMPANY: The 
London p r emi e re of Merc* Cunning¬ 
ham’s Douues begins a three-week 
season, with Ashley Page’s cokxefuf 
treatment of Stravinsky's Soktat and 
snort works by Alston and Trisha Brown 
(tettght-Sun). Page’sc latest creation, 
Cumdao, to a Latin-Amencan score by 
Orlando Gough, has its London premiere 
Tuesday and then continues with a new 
work by Alston, Dmasng Whh Shadows, 
premiered Wednesday. 

Secflert Watts. Rosebery Avenue, 
London EC1 (01-278 8916), 730pm, £4- 
£14. 

EDGE: Sue McLennan's curious sci¬ 
ence- fiction amalgam at dance. tatt« and 
musk: by Lindsay Cooper (tomgntrSat) 
looks the Wettest among trxs week’s 
entries ta the Spring-Loaded season. 
Other contrtoutfons by Gregory Nash in a 
dance, music and video collaboration 
(Mon) and Stffl Standing is two works 
about women travelling. (Tues). 

The Piece. Duke’s Road, London WC1 
(01-387 0031), 8pm, £8. 

OUTSIDE LONDON 


PRINCE OF TIC PAGODAS: The Royal 
Balet ta Kenneth MacMBan’s new baled 
uneven. Darcey Bussell and Jonathan 
Cope dance tonight and Saturday eve¬ 
ning VMana Durante and Stuart Cassidy 
(tomorrow) are as good. Dana FOraas 
and Michael Nunn make their debuts 
Saturday afternoon. 

Palace Theatre, Oxford Street 
Manchester (061236 9922). Tonight-Sat. 
730pm, mat Sat 230pm. E6-E2230. 

mSTUF- Christopher Gable's 19th- 
century production for Northern Ballet 
Theatre: sincere if sometimes eccent ric . 
Empire Theatre, Sunderland (091 514 
2517). Tomgnt, Sat 2pm and 730pm, Fri 
730pm, £43821030 evenings, £230- 
£830 mats. 

LoraxM ctrr ballet: Andre pto- 
kovsky’s tframatic baiet of La rravtete is 
at Nottingham (tonight) and at Darttard 


Luciano is just the tonic 


T he great Luciano Pavarotti 
(right) win be bringing out 
his great white handkerchief 
to brush away yet another jurtrm 
lagrima next Tuesday when be 
returns to Covent Garden for a 
revival of Donizetti's tale of 
romance and force in a Basque 
village. L’etisir d’amore. 

- The Royal Opera management 
are congratulating themselves on 
luring back the King of the High 
Cs, after a six-year absence follow¬ 
ing a foiling out with John Tooley 
and the old regime. Pavarotti's last 
appearance there was as Radatnes 
in Aida in 1984. 

His bd camo repertoire, in the 
operas of Bellini and Donizetti, 
has been particularly carefully 
nurtured. This is his first 
Nemorino for Covent Garden, 
though he has sung the role with 
this conductor, Marcello Panni, at 
the Met recently, and appeared in 
this production in Berlin last year. 

John Copley returns to dim* it, 
and has lined up a supporting cast 
all of whom are well'sung in to iL 
Daniels Mazzucato is the fickle 



and capricious land-owner who 
rejects the poor former Nemorino; 
Rolando Panend is the irrepress¬ 
ible quack Dr Dulcamara from 
whom the magir^i elixir is bought; 
Ingvar Wixell returns as the 
bombastic recruiting officer, Ser¬ 


geant Belcore; and Judith 
Howarth as Gianetta passes on all 
the village gossip. L'disir d'amore. 
Royal Opera House, Co vent 
Garden, London, WC2 (01-240 
1066). Tuesday, 7.30-10.15pm, £5 
to £98. HQary Finch 


(TUaa-Thurel- Tomorrow and Saturday, 
comedy in Graduation Baa, class 
display ta Auroral a Wading and drama 
in Three Dances to Japanese Music. 
Theavs Royal, Notttag ham (0602 
482626). Tonight-Sat 730pm. £4-£1030: 
mat Sal 230pm, £4-£8. 

The Orchard, Darttard (0322 34333). 
Tubs, Wed. 7.45pm. £430*1030. 

LONDON CONTEMPORARY DANCE 
THEATRE: Three works by Den Wag¬ 
oner. from ragtime jofty to oontsmpta- 
tions on Shostakovich: with Jonathan 
LumVs short intriguing Ooppetgangar. 
The a t re Royal. Plymouth (0752 669595). 
Fri. 730pm, Sat 230pm and 730pm. 
£630-£83Q. 

NEW MOVES: A triple ba by Rosemary 
Lee, Wendy Houston and Uz Raman with 

Paid Grtffti (toragnt-SaO; ifaee showings 

of dance videos from Holland and 
Render* (Sat afternoon); and Mc¬ 
Lennan'* Edge (see above) (TUes-Wed). 
Third Eye Centre, Sauchwhal Street 
Gtosgow(041 332 7251), 730pm, £230- 
£330. Videos 34pm, free. 

Trim Theatre, Trongata, Glasgow (041 
5524267). Tues, Wed, 730pm, £3-£5. 
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Cris Cheek 


WBJJAMS BROTHERS: Nigel WBBams 
reads from his novel The WMdadon 
Poisoner. John Hartley WISams from his 
new poetry ootteetkm. 

The Poecry Society. 21 Earl's Court 
Square, London SW5 (01-370 6929). 
Tom^rt, 730pm. £230 (£2 cones). 

ARVON FOUNDATION: Michael 
Donaghy, Carol Am Duffy. Gavin Ewart 
and Jo Shapcott read in order to raise 


BESTSELLING BOOKS 


The Bourne Ultimatum. Robert Ludfum 
Cold Harbour. Jack Higgins 


For the week anting 2nd March 1990 

FICTION 

1 The (My Victor. Alexander Kent 

2 

3 

4 

5 


Sharpe's Waterloo. Bernard Cornwell 
Vineland, Thomas Pynchon_ 


.Hetnemarm £1235 

- Grafton £1435 

.Heinemann £12.95 

- CoOns £1235 

- .Seeker £1435 


NON-FICTtON 

1 Inside Christies, John Herbert 

2 The House of Nomura. A Allet 2 fiauser 

3 The Cuckoo's Egg, Gifford Stotl 

5 


Norway 1940. Francois Kersaudy_ 

The Pride of Lucifer. Dominic Hobson_ 


£20.00 
.Bloomsbury £1635 
-BodkryHoad £1235 
.QoBns £15.00 
£1635 


.Hamlsh Hamilton 


PAPERBACKS . 

1 CeBnet Guide to Hotels and Restaurants. Egon Ronay. 

2 The N eg nt f afnr , Roderick Rnrwyth , . 

3 Passing On, Penelope JJveiy 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 


—AA £1035 
■ Corgi £439 


Good Food Guide, ed Tom Jaine_ 

Good Garden Guide, Graham Rose/Pater King 
Good Hotel Guide, Hilary Rubenstain 
Good Pub Guide. Alistair And 


.Penguin £439 


Mozart* Leal Year, H.C. Landon_ 

Cattanetics, CaJlan Pinckney_ 

Open Venflct Tony Cofiins_ 


- CA/Hodder £1135 

.BarrieAJeMfra £939 
.. Hodder £ 9.99 
-Hodder £1035 
.Fontana £ 5.99 
_ Arrow £ 6.99 
^Sphere £ 439 


Source: Hatchards, 167 Piccadilly. London wi 


money far the Anion Foundation. 

Bush Theatre, Shephard s Bush Green, 
London W12 Onto 01-802 3703). Mon. 
8pra, Tickets rnnknum £5. 


THE HARD EDGE CLUB: 

Ferencs Aszmanrt MjC. Kariz ana M JS. 
Reach (rappers frwrj StevenageL Sam 
ana Mano with Javans. Alee Thompson 
and Don Watson. 

The Red Lion. 20 Great WtadmO! Street 
near PiccadMy Circus, WI (upstairs). 
Mon, 830pm. £230 (£1 cones). 

SHENA MACKAY: Short stories includ¬ 
ing Dreams of Dead Women's Hand- 
tags , her test cotecaon. 

The Voice Box, Festival Hatt. Level 5, 
South Bank. London SE1 (01-928 8800). 
Wed, 730pm. £230 (£130 cones). 

JO SHAPCOTT: Her initial themes and 
under s t ate d humour mark out a name to 
watch. 

Beeeton Library. Foster Avenue. 
Beeston, Nottingham 02703 255168). 
Tonight. 730pm, £230 (£130 cones). 

KMG8 LYNN FICTION FESTIVAL: The 
second, this ye a r s ponsored hy Macallan 
A (Senflvet pres e nt s eight established 
writers. The “abominabty funny" Tom 
Sharps, together with Beryl Batatxidge 
(Sat Bpmk Malcolm Bradbury and Rose 
Tremam (Fri, 730pm): open discussion 
wtm at eight writers taking pan. chaired 
by George Macbeth (Sat Ham): Marina 
Warner and Candia McWBtam (Sat 
3pm); Richard Buckle tectms on Po¬ 
tency ot Place Names In Literature fSun, 
imaday); a sort of Desert island Poet- 
War Novels featulng ail the writers 
except Beryl Bunorttge (Sim, 3pm). 
Free whisky Frioay ana Saturday mgms. 
Thoresby C ottag e , Kings Lynn (opposite 
Town Half). Sat 11am and 3pm, Sun 
12pm and 3pm. 

Town HaB. Kings Lynn. Sat 8pm, Fri 
730pm. Tickets E4-£63a {Tnfa Anthony 
Bfls 0553 891661). 

LEMN SfSSAY: Young Mancunian poet 
has a charming presence, pith and grit 
The B ur l ei g h Aram. N e w ma r ke t Road. 
Cambridge (Info; 0223 358977, Helen 
Cook, ext 3816). Wed, 8pm, £230 (£1 
cones). 

JOHN MORTMBt: In conversation with 
Mies Kington on landscape and its 
aijyiiflcance to Ms writing. 

Oersted Medte Centre, 1 (tenons 
Road, Bristol (0272 276444). Wed. 
730pm, £3 (£2 cones). 


Ghislaine Boddington 


TORCH) ENTERTAINMENT THEATRE 
CO-OPERATIVE: Some CPnftmfem In 
the Law About Love. Sheffield based co¬ 
operative confirm their reputation tor 
ongtaaltheafrs shout flfe in the cities. 
IGA. The Mai, London SW1 (01-830 
9647). Until March 21, (not Suns), 8pm, 
E4.60-E5.60 (£1 day membersmpjL 

LIVE ART, 90: A 15-day residency by 
perfor ma nce artists. Tomorrow features 


Zoe Redman and Barefoot Doctor’s 
madcap muttr-metfia show looking at the 
future of.this planet «tth an atmospheric 
pwee by Sebasoene. dealing wtth death 
and memories, using sttde images (Sat). 
Ikon Canary. 58-72 Jonn Bkgtn Street 
B e m ingna m(Q27 6430708). Fri, 4pm; Sat 
2 pm, free. 

THE ROSB4ARY BUTCHER COMPANY: 
dl.d2.d3. Seeks to examine the 
re&tfonsNp between ourserves and the 
created Bmrir bn ment ot the chy. 

Usher Gtfery. Lincoln (0522 527980). 
Mon. 730pm, £230 (£1.75 cones). 
Nottingham University Ballroom, 
University Park (0602 484848 ext 2269). 
Tues, 8pm, £230 (£130 cones). 

GLORY WHAT GLORY: tnertte ReeL 
Two astronauts re a ming to Earth after 
30 years reflect on the world they expect 
to find. 

Picture Palace, South Normanton, 
Derbyshire (0773 813343). Tomgnt 
730pm. £230 (El .25 cones). 

MIME 


DESMOND TRUSCOTT: The Burrow. A 
one-man show devised and adapted 
from e Kafka, short story. 

The Han and Chickens Theatre, 
Highbury Comer, Islington, N1 (01-226 
3724). unta March 18 (not Mans), 8pm, 
£430 (£330 cones). 

TRESTLE THEATRE COMPANY: Exe e- 
utHo J b —e. A fmny yet compassion a te 
look at tonebiess and boredom using 
mane, masks, original music and « 
ciocxwont reoon. 

The Nave, St MargareTs Church. Wind¬ 
sor Road, Uxbnoge (0895 59942). To¬ 
night 8pm, £430 (£4 cones). 

Ataeny Centre. Shaftesbury Avenue, 
Montpeier, Bristol (0272 542154). To¬ 
morrow. Bpm. £330 (22 cones). 

E xe t e r and Devon Arte Centra. 
Braontoch Place. Gandy Street Exeter 
(0392 219741). Sat 8pm. £330 (£2 
cones). 

DAVB) GLASS NEW MIME ENSEMBLE: 
P epey e In ExAe. First ever stagmg of 
E.C. Segaris world famous corrtic strip; 
ful of rom an ce and adventure. For 7-14 
year olds. 

Harlequin, Redhllf. Surrey (0737 
765547). Tonight, 730pm, £430 (£2 
cones). 

Trinity Arts Centra, Tunbridge Wefe. 
Kent (0892 544699). Sat 7.45pm, £430 
(£230 cones); mat 3pm, £3 (£230 
cones). Under 14 year okis. £230, 
Abraham Mass Centre, Manchester 
(061 7954186). Mon, Tues. 730pm, £4 
(£2 cones). 

Burnley Me r h tka Arts Centre, Btxn- 
tey. Lancashire (0282 30055). Wed, 
730pm, £3-£4 (£2J25 cones). 

Compiled byKari Lloyd 

• Hams for inefcision should bo 
•ant ot toast 10 days before 
pubOeatfon to Tony Patri ck , Pta- 
viaw. The Times, 1 P e nni ngto n 
Street, London El 9XN 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brown’s sobefon oj 
films hi London and MW* 
Indicated with the symbol ♦) 
on release across the country, 

4 BLACK RAIN (18): Miched 
Oougtas pursuing e Jaoanasa 

gsngstar Rasny powtiter from 
dracror Rtttey Scott 
Cannon Futaam Road (01 -370 
2636) Piare *01-2000200). 

BLAZE (I® Paui Navmian as 
poMcun Eart Long, daflarmy In 
love wen a stopper. Colourful 
Amencana. 

Carmen Haymaricat (01-639 1527) 
Odeon Kenemgtoo <01-602 6644) 
Odeon Swta* Cottage (01-722 
' 5905) Warner Was; End (01-439 
0791). 

BORN ON THE FOURTH OF JULY 
(18): Oyraunc anti-Vietnam epic 
from Otiver Siona. with Tom Cruise 
excellent as paraotegie Ron Kovic. 
Cannon Baker Street (01-835 9772) 
Cannon Futtian Read (01-370 
2636) Empire (01-497 9999) Gaw 
(01-727 40*3) Scr ee n on the Qraan 
(01-226 3620) WMtataya (01-792 
3303). 

4 CASUALTIES OF WAR (Ifik 
Sean Perm commits Vietnamese 
atrocities: Michael J. Fox broods. 
Comparatively thoughtful war tflm 
from Brian Oe Pakna. 

Cannon Oxford Street (01 >630 
0310). 

OANC»r THRU THE DARK (15): 
wmy Russell's thin but boisterous 
comedy-musical set in a Liverpool 
dance halt 

Cannon Chelsea (01-352 5096) 
Cannon Panton Meet 101-930 
0631) Cannon Tottenham Court 
Road (01-636 6148) Screen on the 
HOI (01-435 3366) Warner West 
End (01-439 0791) Whttehrya (01- 
7923303). 

DO THE RIGHT THING (18k Radal 
tension ta Brooklyn; bracing (tenant 
entertainment from Space Lee. 
Empire (01-497 9999). 

DRIVMG MISS DAISY (U* Jessica 
Tandy as Ihe pnekty Southern lady 
with a Wack chauffeur OMorgan 
Freeman). Acco m p te hed. endearing. 
Warner West End (01-439 0791). 

A DRY WHTTE SEASON (15): 

DonaM Sutheriana wakes up to 
apartheid's horrors. Powerful 
thhfler from Anora Brink's novel. 
Cwxon West End (01-439 4805). 

FAMILY BUSINESS: Curats's egg 
comedydrama about a family of 
crooks (Sean Connery. Dustin 
Hoffman, Matthew Brooenck). 

Odeon Laicestar Square (01 -930 
6111L Netting HD Coronet (01-727 
6705). Odeon Ken si ngton (01-602 
6644). Odeon Swiss Cottage (01- 
7225905). 

FELLOW TRAVELLER (15): Ron 
Stiver as a to r me n ted owcWist 
victim in 1950s England. Stylish. 
Metro (01-437 0757). 

6L0HY(15): Edward Zwick's 
impassioned salute to the bteck 
Americans who fought in the CMI 
Wan powerful performances. 

Cannon Chetsee (01-352 5096). 
Cannon Shaftesbury Avenue (01- 
836 8861). Wht tel sys (01-792 
3303). 

HAMLET GOES BUSMESS (15): 
Csusha updated Shakespeare 
filmed m B-movte style by Ftarnsh 
jester Aid KaunsmaM. 

Everyman (01-4351525) 

HENRY V(PG): War-te-heK version 
from Kenneth Branagh; 
dramatically drab, variably acted.* 
Curzon Phoenix (01-240 9661) 
1(01-6388891). 


andftef NX (MugtHara; finaote 
but teokwe orama. 

Ptenaere (01-4394471% 

9 LAST EX7T TO BROOKLYN (1ft 

Raw. iktiMti version « Hubert Sdb* 

fr'-r rr "* *Hi‘>u. 

Cannon To t ten ha m Co u rt Road 
(01-6366148). 

UFE AND NOTHMG BUT (PtftTb, 
emosorai atiermam of wora Wv 
One sensniraiyexpioreaby 
dcrecrar Berirano Tavemisr. 
1(01-4394470). 


♦ HONEY, I SHRUNK THE KIDS 
(U): Minuscule children battle 
through their garden to safety. 
Engaging special effects romp. 
Odeon Kensington (01-602 6644) 
Odeon West End (01-830 S2S2). 
Odeon Swiss Cottage (01-722 
5005) Odeon Marble Arch (01-723 
2011) Cannon CheUea (01-352 
5096) WMMeys (01-792 3303). 

THE HOUSE OF BERNAR0A ALBA 
(15): Lorca's play Mxxit a widow 


4 LOCKUP(II): Factory-belt 
pnson orama. with Sywester 
Stauone teang ow wr«m of warden 

Oonwd Sutherland. 

Cannon Oxford Street (01-636 
03:0)- 

MONKEY SHINES (18): Ugly 
nonsense about a auad np te gi caim 
a huma n aa nng monkey. 

Prince Cnaries (01-437 8181). 

4 OLIVER AND COMPANY (U); 
Over TV-Sf revamped and 
animated. Awkward Mend of old 
Daney vskies. modem trappings. 
Warner West End (01-439 079 1 ). 
White ley* (01-792 3303). 

4 PARENTHOOD (12): Ron 
Howard's sosodic heart-warmer 
about faitey hie. Steve Manm 
heads a sterung cast 
Cannon Fulham Road (01-370 
2636) Cannon Oxford St (01-636 
0310) Plata (01-437 1234) 
Whiteleys (01-792 3303). 

ROSALIE GOES SHOPPING (1ft 
B^oad sasre from director Percy 
Adlon and the ample Manama 
Sagebrecht 
Mmema (01-235 4225). 

4 SEA OF LOVE (18): Cop (A1 
Pacino) and murder susoect (EBen 
Barium tan m love. Attnospnenc, 
raunchy inriiler. 

Cannon Baker Street (01-935 977Q 
Cannon Futaam Road (01-370 
2636) Cannon Oxford Street (01- 
636 0310) Ptaza (01-200 0200) 
WMteiays (01-792 3303). 

4 SHIRLEY VALENTINE (15): 
Pauhne CoOtas as tra Liverpool 
housewife rediscovering romance. 
Warm-hearted film. 

Cannon Fulham Road (01-370 
2636) Empire (01-497 9999) 
WMteleys (01-792 3303). 

4 STEEL MAGNOUAS (PG): 
Female gossip ana tears Down 
South. Oveny-sentimentai. though 
some performers please (Julia 
Roberts. Olympia Dukakis). 

Odeon Haymarket (01-839 7697) 
Odeon Kensington (01-602 6644) 
Cannon Cheisee (01-352 5096) 
WMteleya (01-792 3303). 

TROP BELLE POUR TOI (18): 
Gtirard Depardieu toys between his 
wife and mistress. Skilful satire on 
marital mores from Bertrand BAer. 
Camden Plaza (01-485 2443) 
Chelsea drama (01-351 3742) 
Lumiere (01-838 0691} 

4 WHEN HARRY MET SALLY (15* 
Romantic comedy with a bnttie 
touch. Meg Ryan. B% OystaL 
Caimoo Piccadilly (01-437 3561) 
Odeon Kensington (01-602 6644) 
Whiteleys (01-792 3303) Warner 
West End (01-439 0791). 

WINTER PEOPLE (15): FVSty 
backwoods saga of feuding 
farraUes and secret loves, with Kurt 
Russet and Kelly McGitts. 

Cannon Tottenham Court Road 
(01-6366148). 

IN REPERTORY 

EVERYMAN (01-4351525): 

Jim Jarmusch's d6but feature 
Stranger Than Paradise - sad 
funny, quietly dazzling. 

NATIONAL FUJI THEATRE (01- 
9283535): 

The ongmal Back to the Future: 

Jack Rosenthal's TV comedy about 
the travaiis of learner taxi drivers. 
The Knowledge. 

PHOENIX (Q1-883 2233): 

Micnaes Lehmann's sharp. bcU 
teen movie Heathers, John 
Waters's nutty salute to the early 
60s,«arspra/. 


CONCISE CROSSWORD NO 2121 


ACROSS 

1 Wide-end trousers 
( 6 ) 

4 Swift (6) 

9 Eton town boy (7) 

18 Mountaineer's 

«ptke(5) 

11 Hide (4) 

12 Carnival (8) 

14 Exception] (13) 

17 Debauched (8) 

19 Hcroic(4) 

21 Wrtcfaraftcult (5) 

22 Qtime dels crime 
type (7) 

23 Devious (6) 

24 Barrier (6) 

DOWN 

1 FT 100 index (7) 

2 Assign (7) 

3 Whirlpool (4) 

5 People-power 

state (8) 

6 Flow measure (5) 

7 Stressed (5) 

8 Not called for (II) 

13 Ant bear (8) 



15 Administered (7) 

16 C American peninsula 
(7) 


17 S England chalk hills (5) 

18 Phase(5) 

20 Thousand prefix (4) 


SOLUTION TO NO 2120 

ACROSS: 1 Mode 3 Speke 8 Angelic 10 thane 11 Norm 12 Lair 13 Lot 
15 To be or noi to be 17 Ass 19Aju 20 Fear 23 Covet 24Criding 
25 Crack 26 Snug 

DOWN: 1 Maghreb 2 Dole 4 Priority 5 Kraal 6 Barn 7 Kettle - 9 Chain 
gang 14 Monastic IS Trance 16 opening 18 Server 21 Rags 22 Plan 


WORD-WATCHING 

Amsamfrom page 24 

JUPITER'S BEARD 

(a) A saccnleiit, Sem- 
pervhmm teetotum, of 
the Stooecrop family. * 

VENUS’PENCIL 

(a) Rock crystal with 
isdosioas of rutile, a 
form of Titanium Di¬ 
oxide which in this 
surround looks tike fine 
filaments of hair. 

EARTH-STAR 

(c) A fungus with an 
outer skin that peels 
back segmentally when 
the spores are ripe, 
leaving the fungus 
looking like a fully 
op petted flower flat on 
the soft. 


WINNING MOVE 

By Raymond Keene, 

Chess Correspondent 



This position is from the 
game Schneider (White) 
— Federau (Black), 
Berlin 1979. How can 
Black win immediately? 
Solution in tomorrow's 
Times. 


Solution to yesterday’s 
position: 1 Qc 8 + Kh 7 2 
Qxe 61 fxe6 3 f 7 . 
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On the 
pollution 
trail 



®sp * 


: At wwfc Niw Jwwy gwfa—.■■«■"■ Odr 

: force i n vestigators (BBC2, 930pm) 

; die United States, bat with no remote 

■ parallel in Britain, the state of New 
‘ Jersey has set up a task force of police 
! officers, scientists and lawyers to fight 
. enviro nmental pdlution. Green Police 
; (BBC2, 930pm), John Edginton’s film 
; for 40 Minutes, follows these crime 
- busters over a fortnight of activities in 

■ which the great sewage host takes its 

■ place among action river paHut- 

. ere and those .engaged in the 

■ y ; disposal of asbestos and chemical wastes 

■ With admirable lack of disc riminatio n, 
•. the accused range from a man on a street 
;corner to a multmatioiu. 1 company 

■ whose directors could lace jail sentences. 
.• Compared with the paltry fines meted 
■out in Britain fix environmental of¬ 
fences, New Jersey last year imposed 

[fines totalling £1.17 mflUtm and sent 
•nine people to prison. Coincidentally, 
one of the items in the new series of 
Nature (BBC2, 830pm) also concerns 
pollution in the United States. A group 
[of children is threatening to boycott die 
■McDonald's fast food restaurants in an. 
•attempt to persuade the ^ company to 
replace their plastic packagingwith more 
easily disposable papa. 

;• Taking as its subject George Easf- 

■ man’s snanshot camera. SnaD Objects 
of Desire (BBC2, 10.10pm) toaksaUbe 
family photograph and how it has 
constructed a carefree world in which 
: smiles are permanent and the son always 
[shines. Not for nothing are five times as 
•many photographs taken in July as in 
January. Further, it is a worid of leisure 
and pleasure, free of work, disease and 
. pro b lem s of any sort. People may hate 

breach other but animosity is suspended 
fix dial fleeting moment in front of the 
lens. As Chris Fallon’s script shrewdly 
puts it, we are sending a postcard from 
ourselves to the future saying we are 
having a wonderful time. The film 
demonstrates how the myth has been 
fosterM by advertising with its perpetual 
injunction to keep your sonny side up. 
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Wrrr 


Peter Waymark 

• It follows the classic sequence, famil¬ 
iar from a score of films and television 
police series, of a tip-off from an 
infonnant, undercover surveillance and 
the setting up of a “sting” to catch the 
villains. We could be talking about a 
bank raid or an attack on a security van. 
In feet this elaborate operation concerns 
the dumping of sewage but it is none the 
less exciting fix that In an initiative 
rapidly being followed in other parts of 


Nicholas Witchefi and Laurie Mayer, 
Indudas regular pews twadfines, 
business reports, sports bulletins, 
redonal news, travel and weather 
knomatkin. Paul CaBan reviews the 
morning newspapers I.M 
_ Regional news and weather 
830 News and weather fofiowedby 
Open Mr. Viewers comment on 
yesterday's t o l ovisi on. To 
conwjgtertng Estnom Holmes on 

fcttlOrev. Robert KBroy-Sfflc chare a 
sturfo discussion between thoro for 
and against the poH tax 
1000 News and weather followed by 
Going for Gofcf(r) 

1035 CMttWsBB& introduced by 


830TV-am begins with News «»d 

Good Homing Britain presented by 
Richard Keys and, from 7.00, by 
Mke Morris and Lorraine Keiy. With 
news 81630,730,730,830, 
0-30 and MO. After ran* includes 
Ctaire Rayner with advice on 
viewers’ emotional and personal 
problems 

935The Pyramid Game hosted by 
Steve Jones935Thunao News 
and weather 

10L00 The Time... The Race... MS® 
Scott chaks a tire debate on a 


(r) 1030 Homy's Cat (r) 1035 
five to Eleven. Barrie Ingham wkh a 
reading 

1130 News and weather followed by 
Open Air, presented by Eamom 
Holmes and Jayne Irving 
1230 News and weather Mowed by 

Daytona Uva. includes a report from 
the Lord Nelson on the last leg of 
her voyage along the south coast of. 
England; and anam on safe 
motoring. With Alan Trtchmarsh. Juti 
Spiers and Marian Foster 1235 

Regional news and weather 

130 One O'clock Haws with Ph31p 
Hayton. Weather 

130N rt flhbo U ra . Desftrowsapartyto 

ceietrata the reopening of the coffee 
shop; Joe inrittingiy becomes 
the owner of a priceless antique; and 
the romance between Sharon and 
Mck reaches rock bottom. (Ceefax) 
14W Gofna for Gokf. HenryKely with 
another round of toelEUropean 
general knowledge quiz stow 
2.15 Htec Busman's Honeymoon 


1030 This Morning. Magazine series 
presented by Judy Finrigan and 
Hchard Madelay. TodajfaedHion 
includes items on famiy health; 
problems facing the over- 60 s: 
soap operas; and helping chldren 
team to read. WHh national and 
I nte rna tio n a l news at IOlSO and 
regional news at 1135 followed 
by national weather 
12.10 The Rttdters. For fra young 
1230 Homs and Away. 

130 News at One with John Suchet * 
weather 138 Thames Nows and 
weather 

130 Wish You Were Herau? 




community health centre of a smati 
rural Austrian town 
330Wfat, Lose or Draw. Celebrfy 
mine show introduced by Danny 
Baker 335 Thames Naira and - 
weather330Sons and Dautfitera. 
AustraBan drama series 
4UOO Hot Dog 4.15 Dogtaatan and the 
Three Musfcsbounds (r) 


peat two. (Andy's behaviour leads 
Cotin to suspect that she is being 


Cummings. Detective Lord Pater 
Wtinsew and crime writer Harriet 
Vane arrive at thefr honeymoon 
retreat to find the owner of the 
house has been murdered. WHh 
Leslie Banks end Robert Newton. 
Directed by Arthur a Woods 
330CtmfieCtMft (r)435 

P a nan — — 0)4.10 Ja ch nnoiy. 
Connie Booth with part four of 
a a White's Charlottes Mfeb43» 
New Yogi Bear Show435Dizzy 


abused by her father, but nobody is 
wftfrgto fisfan to his accusations. 

^toefctoastere. General knowledge 


(withMchotasi 


535Thames News andweather 
030Thanes Help. Jackie Spreddey 
with news of the Phobic Action 
or ga niz a tion 

730 Emetsitfafo. Kate and Joe Sugden 
return horn thek second honeymoo n . 


Heap and Mick WaB as mans 
of a seaside boartfing house 


Yvette Raiding. John Lesfe and 
Dtane Louise Jordan launch the 
British Young Animmor of the Ya 


530StxCrCtocfe News with Anna Ford 
and Antiew Harvey. Weather 
530Regional News Magazines 
730Tap of the Pops presented by 
- Bruno Brookes (simultaneous 
broadcast with Ratio 1) 

730EastEndara. Kathy arranges to 
see Laurie; Jutie finds there is more 
than busteess to tatic about with 
newcomer Grant Mitchell; and Frank 
thinks of a way of getting Vines to 
pay his debts back in kind. (Ceefax) 
530Tomorrow's World. JucBh Harm 
reports on archaeologists in New 
York who are using radar to trace 
valuable items lying deep beneath the 
earth of a butidteg site, plus a look 
at heart surgery which could[b ecome 

Stabfeford and ireter Macann. 


730Science Hcfion: The Booking 
■ Gun. How three scientists working on 
the British Antarctic Survey In 
1980dtecovered a hole in me ozone 
layer 

830The BO: Safe Race. D< Burnside 
is frustrated that he is unable to 
interview a suspect who is being 
treated for a nervous breakdown in a 
rehabBtation centre. AJi is not 
lott, however, as WPC Maitatia b 
working undercover at the same 
centre. (Oracle) 

930This Week: The Forth Raich? A 
documentary examining the Hceiy 
consequences of a reunified 
Germany 

530Taggart. Episode two of tiw three- 
partdrama, Hos&e Witness, and 
Taggart and Jartfine are faced 
wtmanother murder and. although 
the evidence points to the Idler 
being a member of a group 
campaigning for the 
- retntroduction of capW punishment; 
John Greeney confesses to the 
crime. Starring Mark McManus and 


530Brash Stroke*. Handyman Jacko 
finds that his friend Qno has opened 
a wine bar. Starring Kffl Howman 
and Elizabeth Counsel. (Ceefax) 
030 rane O'clock News with Martyn 
Lewis. Regional news and weather 
030 Bob EIIor- the Man Iran Aisitie. 
Another 80 mmutes in the company 
of the tesMafting comic 
1030Question Tiara. Peter Sissons Is 

Org an i sa tions ; the Secretary of State 

for Employment; ktichael 
Howard; Mary Ktemy, writer and 
joumafist; and Joan Ruddock, 
labour MP for Lewisham Deptford 
1130 Move Over Dariteg: Roam at the 
Topu In tin fourth programme of the 
series, coinciding with 
International Women's Day, Pamela 
Stephenson looks at how women 
can efimb the career ladder to the top 
1130 Worid Fig— Skating 

Ch anipton»h lp s .HtaMiQht3afthe 


1030News at Tea with Sandy Gad and 
Julia SomervWs. Weather 1030 
Thames News and weather 
1035The City Pregrammeu Robert 

Maxweflcfisctoses plans for readers 
to invest in Mirror shares 
113501-For London, fnefudes Jeff 
Bridges tatidngabouthis nowflm 
TheFabttious Baker Boys, which 
is reviewed by Glynis Barber; TPatfs 
Carol Decker co mm en ti ng on War 
of the Rosas; and Shadow Makers 
reviewed by Bruce Kent and John 
Hassttd.FcOowedbyCrimestopp— 
1140 Prisoner Cel Block H. Drama set 
in an AustraBan women's prison 
1230(cs Skating. I«ck Owen 

Introduces coverage of thei worid 


x. Nova 
Davies 


from Haifax, Nova Scotia 

• 1305 — i ratera ofWfostBngfOBowed 
byNewshaadBnes 

230CeWxtty, starring MichaBl Beck, 
Jos^rti Bottoms and Ben Masters. 
Three popular Texas high school 
students share a night of passion and 
violence that win, 25 years later, 
shatter each of their enormously 
sucoesfid careers. Part two can 
be seen at the same time next week. 

435News headfoes followed by 
America's Top Tan (r) 

530ITN Morning News with Phil 
Roman. Ends at 030 


035 Open Uitiveiaite: Questioning 
Assumptions. Bids at 7.10 
830 News 8.15 Westmtnstar 
030 Ceefax 

0u20 Daytime on TYro includes at 

1030 Different befiefs and faiths 
1030What the Euroturmelers 
can learn from the Bruneb 1130 A 
profile of Phoenix. Arizona 
1235Refinees 1230 Secondary 
science 130 Ftogermouse 130 
Chid ran sing thettues 
230News and weather foBowed by 
. Watch (r) 2.15 Antiques Roadshow 
from Northampton (rt. (Ce^ax) 

330News and and weather fotowed 
by Westnteuter Live330News, 
regional news and weather 
430The Diamond Gama. Word game 
430Plunder. Gerald Scarfs selects his 
favourite ctips from the BBC's 
television and fibn archives 
530It Doeart Have To Hurt! Painless 
exercise (rl (Ceefax) 

5.10 Horizon: Tho 10300 Year Test (rt. 


030The ChamM Fora Dafly 
S3S Schools 

1230The Parimment Programme 
1230Business DaBy with Susannah 
Sanons 

13D Sesamo Street 
230FbK Bitter Sweat (1940) starring 
Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson 
Eddy. MGM musical about a girl 
who decides on the eve of her 
weddmg to follow her heart and 
elope with her music teacher to 
Vienna. Directed by w s Van 

3 35 K a leid os cop e . Czech animation 
430Not on Sutdsy indudes a look at 
tin religious signfflcance of the 
Wtmfing Dervishes 
430Countdown. Sytvta Roche b 
today’s challenger 

530Tteas—Hunt in North Wales (r). 


dse (rt. (C oofm d 

or The 10300 YearTest(i). 

Fax) 

Passport to Pkafioo (1948, 
starring Margaret Rutherford 


and Stanley Hoi oway. A bomb 
aiqfodes in post-war London's 
PimficoandunooversalSth- 

centay decree statra tho area reoBy 
belongs to France. Dnected by 
Henry Comefiua. (Ceefax) 

730Tex Avery Cartoon. Big Heat- 
Watha 

730 9 R 6s Youth.^The nurrtar of 

teenagers entering the workplace wB 
fafl by lp to 40 per cent over the 
next decade, transforming the youth 
unemployment of the 80s into a 
workers scarcity of the 90s 
830Yas Krister The Official Visit (r% 
(Ceefax) 

830Nature. A new series begins with 
a look at the movement against fast 
food pack agi ng 
930The Comic Strip 

Presents... Lee Dogs. On the 
verge of death, businessman 
Victor looks back over his 10-year 
love affair 

030 40 INnutos: Green Pofiee. 


10.10Smafi Objects of Desks: The 

Snapshot Camera (see Choice) 
1030Newsnlght 

11.15 The Late Show. Arts and mec&a 
magazine 1135 Weather 
1230Open Univenfiy: Weekend 

Outlook1235—s Images of Health. 
Ends at 1235 




630Neat andTidy. Nick and Tena 

take on beefy busies and a half naked 
sheriff (r) 

030The World Rg— Skating 
Champfonsh^. Nick Owen 
Introduces highfl^its from the 

final of the pare 

730Ct—nel 4 News witii Jon Sraw 
andZeMBadawl 

730Commont foBowed byWesther. 

030Brass. Section day arrives end 
Austin Hardacre prepares to battle 

830The Crystal Maza. Richard 

O'Brien with the adventure gsne that 
has contenders battfing through a 
maze of futuristic, indurirtaL 
merievri and Aztec obstacles 

930Fan Sammy and Roria Gat Laid 
0987) starring Shashi Kapoor, 
Ranras Barber and Claire Bloom. 
Drama set agatest the backdrop of 
Britain's co n temporary urban 
decay, seen through the eyes of a 
ThW Worid poetiaan who returns 
to Britain to mtt his son is part of a 
mbcecFup society. Directed by 
Stephen Rears 

1135 FBre Ths Mbror 0984) starring 
Nut Sorer, SuavfEren and Hikmet 
CeBc Drama, based on a Turkish 
folktale set in feudal tknes, about a 
man haunted by his murderous 
past Directed 6y Brden Kkal 

1.10am The Worid Figure Skirting 

Champion sh ip s, live coverage from 
Halifax. Nova Scotia, of the final 
of the men's competition. Ends at 

330 


BBC1 
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Compiled by Peter Dear 
and Gillian Maxey 


_ SKY ONE _ 

530an International Business Raport 
530 European Business Channel 630The 
DJKat Show830Panel Potpourri 
1030The New Price is Right 1030The 
Young Doctors 1130 Sky by Day 1230 
Another Worid 1230PBI As the World 
Turns 135 Lovfog 2.15 A Probtem 
Shared £46 Here's Lucy 3.15 Chaflenga 
forme Gobots 335 MySery island 44» 

The Adventures of Gulliver435Cartoons 
430 The New Leave Itto Beaver 530 
Sky Star Search 030The New Price is 
Right030Sale of the Century 730 
Beyond2000030 MoonMdfofl 930 
Wlseguy1030Jameson fonWit 1 130 
ScyNews ii 30 The invtsfWeMan 

SKY NEWS 
News on the hour. 

530ns International Business Rmort 
530 European Business Channel 030 
International Business Report 1030 
Frank Bough 1130 Internatio na l Business 
Report 130pm NBC Today 230 
Paramnent Uve 3.15 nri’s Question Time 
330Parliament Live430NBC Today 
530Live at Rve630Beyond 2000 730 
The Reporters530 Frank Bough 030 
Target 1130 NBC Nightly News1230m 
Frank Bough 130 Target230The 
Reporters 230 Frank Bough430Target 

SKY MOVIES 


From t.00ran The Shoppfao Channel 
2300—wifo an Ang^l987): Michael 


(Emmanuefle Beart) who Iwh» in Ms 


430The Good, the Bed end 
Huddabony Hound: Animated adventure 
030Money Mante (1987): A dying 
man's words spark off a nationwide search 
for three caches of money 
740 Entoftsksnnnt Tonight 
830Three for the Road(1987): Two 
youths escort a senator's troublesome 
daughter to schooL With Charfie Sheen, 

Kerri Geen and Alan Ruck 
040 Protector Movies on Sky 
1030A Mghtmmo on Etra Street 
0984): A group of teenagers fiving on Elm 
Street find their dreams invaded by a 
deed psychopathic kHer by the name of 
Freddy Krueger (Robert Engtund) 

1145 Harcmmi Against the Barb a ri ans: 
With Mark FOrest as Hercules 
130m The BaRewsra 0987): Martin 
Sheen sets out to rfisoover the truth behind a 
voodoo-IBcecult 

430Mayflower Madam 0987): Candtee 
Bergen as the proprietor of a mglwfoss New 
York escort service. Bids at540m 

EUROSPORT 

530m As Sky One830 Manu 030 
Trans World Sport1030Goth Dubai 
Classic 1130 Wbrid Cup SJcfing 1230 

world Championship Boxing230pm 
Footbai: European Cup430Rgure 
Skatirw World Championships 030Mobil 1 
Motor Sports News730Wbrid Cup 
Siting830Basketbefi: European Cup 
1530FOrd Snow Report 1031 WOrtt 
Cup Football 130 Retire Skating 


OJOOera Kristiane Backer 1130 
Remote Control 1130 Club MTV 1230 
Kristiane Backer 130pm Paul King 
4303from 14.15 Pad King430Coca- 
Cola Report445 Paul King630 MTVs 
Greatest Hits530The Big Picture 730 
Ray Cokes 730Chib MTV830 Ray 
Cokes830 Headbangers Bal 1030Coca- 
Cola Report 10.15 Mafcen Waxo 
130m Night Videos 


SCREENSPORT 


730m Powersports 830Golf 1030 
Ice Speedw ay '1130 Rug by Uni on 

BasketbaB ajto^port enFYance 430 
Football 030Rugby League 730 
Argentinian Football 520 Polo Work! 030 
Spam Spate Sport 8.15 Pro Bowfars 
1030BasketbaB 1230 tee Speedway 

LffESTYUE 


1030m Jake's Fitness Mkiute 1031 
Search for Tomorrow 1030We're Cooking 
Now 1035Spain Spain Cookery 1130 
Coffee Break 11.10 Edge of NicjM 1130 
Great American Gamesnows 1230pm 
Style File 1235 Sally Jessy Raphael 130 
The Rich Also Cry240Search for 
Tomorrow 3M Tea Break 340 Cinema 

• Fufl information on satellite TV 
p rogr am mes Is available in the weekly 
magazine, TV Guide. 



RADIO 4 




if 


LW (s) Stereo on FM 
535am Shtopkw Forecast 630 
News Briefing; Weather 
8.10 Farming Today 635 
Prayer for the Day Ys) 830 
Today, with Brian Redhead 
and Sue MacGregor, ind 
830,730,730,830, 
830 News835,735 
Weather 835 Yesterday in 
Parfiament 837 weather 
930News 

505 Punters (new series): An 
opportunity for Hsteners* to 
rroort on Bfe’s problems, 
Injustices and quirks. With 
Susan Marling 

945 Letter From ... England, 
Arkansas (new series) (r) 
IQuOO News; The Natural History 
Programme: Jessica Holm 
reports on how a major 
piece of the African 
rainforest is being saved, - 
and Fergus Keefing 
exa mines the British wfldfife 

1045An Act of Worship (s) 

1130 News: Citizens 
1135 In Exile: Jonathan StBinberg 
tafics to four expa t ri at es 
who have settled in Britain. 
Part 4: Zdena Tomin, 
novetet and former Charter 
77 activist, who is unable to 
return to her native 
Czechoslovakia 

1130 First Person: Series of talks 
by first-time broadcasters. 
This week, Nancee Oku 
Bright talks about har 
transition from compfiant 
Liberian girt to (fisceming 

black woman 

1200 News; You and Yours with 
John Waits 

1235pm SnOey’s People: Seven- 
part d r a ma t iz ation of John 
Le Carry's novel (4) (s) (r) 
1235Weather 
135 The Wbrid at One with 
James Naugfrte 
140 The Archers (r) 135 
Shipping Forecast 
230News; woman's Hour On 
International Women's Day, 
a visit to the Women’s 
Health Day at the 
Commonwealth Institute, 
organized by the National 
Council of Women; an 
interview with organist 
Jennifer Bate, who has 
been named the French 
persona&ty of the yean Gina 
Varga, a soctotogtet from 
Lima, talks about the 
situation for women in Peru; 
and e feature on the 
avenues open to the 
entrepreneurial Pofish 
woman 


330 News; On Frozen Pond: 
Ray by Cofin Hadyn Evans. 
Victor, a new arrival to 
Barnsley from San Diego, 

wishes to promote cryonics 
— the science of freezing 
dead bodtee until mecficne 
is able to cure disease. WHh 
Peter Whfitaan as Victor (s) 
430 News 

435 Bookshelf with Nigel Fbrde 
435 Kaleidoscope (s)(r) 

530 PM 530 Snipping Forecast 
535 Weather 

630Six O'clock News; Financial 
Report 

030 Fflm Star: Alexander Waiter 
profiles Laurence Oftvter (r) 
730 News 735 The Archers 
730 Soundtrack (s) (see Choice) 
830 Analysis: Home Truths. To 
encourage home ownership, 
the ChanceBor is under 
pressure to increase tax 
relief. As the housing 
market falters, David Wafior 
assesses the impBcation s of 
the boom in owner 
o c c upa tion 

845 Does He Take Sugar? Kati 
Whitaker presents the 
magazine for people with 
disabffijes 

9.15 Kaleidoecope: Louisa Buck 
reviews the new Jackson 
PoBock biography; a feature 

on tonight's opening of the 
West Y&kshke Playhouse; 
and Alan Frank with a round 
up of new film releases, 

Including War of the Rosos 

anti Fabulous Baker Boys 

945Inie Financial Wbrid Tonight 
939 Weather 

1030 The Worid Tontaht (s) 

1045 A Book at Bedtime: Boats 
on the Thames. News from 
Nowhere, by WBam Morris 

1130 aLckbum Fies: A 
Case of Haddock and 
Plaice. Five-part amateur 
detective spoof by Ian 
McMffian, Martin wfley and 
Dave Sheasby. Starring 
Fhw-Tlme Fontayneas 
Stephen J. Btackbum (Ante 

part) (a)( 1 ) _ 

1130 Tcxfay in Pariksnenr 
1230-1230M News, ind 1230 
Weather 1233 Slipping 
Forecast 

FM as LW except; 

935-1045am For Schools (s) 

1130-1230 Fbr Schools (s) 
135pm Listensto Corner (s) 
205330 For Schools (s) 530. 
835 PM (cont) 113O-.12.10am 
Open University: Nordic Adult 
Education 1230-1.10 Night 
School 


RADIO CHOICE, 


Peter Davalle 


• If John Donne is right about 
no one being an island, the 
phenomenon dissected in this 
week’s Soundtrack (Radio 4, 
7.20pm) is a veritable archi¬ 
pelago. I doubt whether there 
has been a more fantastic 
indication of how far the alter 
ego syndrome has developed 
since RX. Stevenson wrote Dr 
JekyU and Mr Hyde. Katie is 
an American woman. If only it 
were fiat simple. She is nine 
other people as well, three of 
them children, another a foen- 
aged boy, and the rest a 
strange assortment of grown¬ 
ups fa cfririing a woman who 
would kill, given the provoca¬ 
tion. S mall wonder this multi¬ 
personality finds it difficult to 
reply when her psychothera¬ 
pist asks hen “Is it Andy, or 
Christy, or Kate, who’s here at 
the moment?". 



FREQUENCES: Radio 1: 1053kHz/28Sn;108SkHz)275m:FM-973-S93. 
(London area FM-T043.) Ratio 2: 6»3kf^433mS09kHz/330m;FW-88- 
90.2. Ratio 3:1215kHz/ 247m; FM-90-32A Ratio 4:198kHz/1515m,-FM- 
924-94.6. LBC: 1152XHz/26lm; FM 97^. Cepttak 1548kHz/l94rn; FM 
95.8. Greater London Ratio: 1458kH^206m: FM 94.9; World Servlcec MW 
648kHz/463m. 


Andrew Sachs: reads with 
customary flair (R3,9J5pm) 

• The Scandinavian Season 
on Radio 3 continues to throw 
up little gems such as Jarkko 
Laine’s The 101 Year 
Aaiiaga y (9.15pm). a Finn - 1 
ish short story, read (in Eng¬ 
lish) by Andrew Sachs, who 
displays his customary flair — 
almost a sculptor’s gift, really 
— for moulding day words 
into flesh. This tale of a minor 
literary celebrity’s visit to a 

small town to give a talk, is an 
amusing and percepti ve 
indictment of provincialism 
at its most hHnkcred. 




GENEROSITY 
CURES THE CAT. 

Like Macavity, Cleo was a mystery cat. 
No-one knew where she had come from - or 
where she belonged. 

But one thing was clean When Cleo 
arrived on our doorstep, she was a very sick 
animal indeed. 

Thanks to the care and attention of the 
Blue Cross staf£ however, Cleo was soon on 
the mend. And we had added another success 
to the hundreds of ill and injured animals we 
help every yeat 

Not just cats, but animals of every shape 
and size. And not just strays, but some whose 
owners simply couldn’t afford veterinary fees. 

Like Cleo, the Blue Cross depends on one 
thing above all else for its survival Your 
generosity. 

So please help by filling in the coupon. 
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Poll tax anger 

Agitators 
‘inciting 
crowds’ 


_ THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 8 1990 -- 

erupts in council chambers 


Political sketch 


By Staff Reporters 

Violence demonstrations 
erupted again yesterday as 
Protesters against the commu¬ 
nity charge dashed with police 
outside and inside town halls. 

Officers indicated last night 
that they were convinced the 
violence was not spontaneous. 
They were investigating 
groups who attended all the 
demonstrations using loud- 
hailers to incite crowds. 

In Southampton, at least 27 
were arrested when demon¬ 
strators climbed scaffolding 
on to the roof and through 
windows of the building, using 
fire escapes to try to get into 
the Gvic Centre where coun¬ 
cillors set a £317 poD tax, £109 
above the estimate. 

- Several men tried to jump 
15ft down into die council 
dumber from the public gal¬ 
lery. One succeeded and ran 
towards the gold mace, smash¬ 
ing glasses of water, before he 
was dragged off by the police. 
The meeting was adjourned 
for the gallery to be deared. 

Labour supporters among 
those removed from the gal¬ 
lery said the disturbance had 
been associated with Militant 
supporters and other left-wing 
groups. 

Miss Liz Filer, chairman of 
die Southampton branch of 
the All Britain Anti-Poll Tax 
Federation, accused the police 
of brutality. 

In Plymouth, 10 were 
arrested and Dr David Owen, 
SDP MP for Plymouth 
Devonport, was squirted with 
a water pistol as an angry 
crowd gathered outside the 
town hall where a £350 lax 
was finalized. “I am not 
surprised at how angry these 
people are. They lave a 
justified grievance. X have 
been opposed to the poll tax at 
every stage,” Dr Owen said. 

More than 500 people 
blocked the town centre of 
Newbury. They sat in the 
road, chanting slogans, after 
councillors used a back door 
to get into the chamber. 

At the Gvil Hall in Leeds, 
about 50 protesters staged a 
sit-down in the corridor out¬ 
side the chamber where a poQ 
tax of £348, the highest in 
West Yorkshire, was set. 
Police arrested a number of 
people outside who threw . 
pieces of mud at windows and 
tried to climb drainpipes. 



f 


Police and coundDma step in to halt a protester who jumped 15ft from the public gallery at Southampton Chic Centre in an attempt to reach the gold mace. 


Ministers challenge 
Labour-Militant link 


Continued from page 1 
28 Labour MPs were “de¬ 
manding illegal maw non¬ 
payment of the community 
charge”. They stood exposed 
“as backers of a body which 
promotes disruption and dis¬ 
order”. 

If the Labour leader took no 
action against them “the tie of 
Labour’s purge of Militant 
will be revealed.” 

All but two of the 28 MPs 
are members of the hard-left 
Campaign Group and include 
known Militant supporters. 

Although Labour sources 
dismissed Mr Baker’s letter, 
there was evident annoyance 
in the Labour camp over what 
one Shadow Cabinet member 
described as an attempt by 
Militant to “snatch defeat 
from the jaws of victory”. 

Mr Bryan Gould, Labour’s 
environment spokesman, 
said on BBC Radio Four that 
it was misfeflfiing to suggest 
that thousands of protesters 
were all dupes of Militant 
Tendency, but the Labour 
Party unreservedly con¬ 
demned any violence. He 
advised genuine Labour sup-. 


porters to steer dear of any 
such demonstration. He said: 
“It is wrong in principle and 
likely to be nnhdpfol for it 
distracts attention from the 
very real grievances.” 

The 28 MPs backing the Anti- 
Foil Tax Federation are: Dave 
Ndlist (Coventry South-East); 
Terry Fields (Liverpool Broad 
Green); Demos Caravan (Fal¬ 
kirk West); Eddie Loydeo 
(Liverpool Garston); Ron 
Brown (Edinburgh Leith); Alice 
Mahon (Halifax); Jimmy Wray 
(Glasgow Pro van); Tony Bw»n 
(Chesterfield); Dmni Pnmarolo 
(Bristol South); Dennis Slrinner 
(Bolsover); Max Madden 
(Bradford West); Fat Wall 
(Bradford North); Eric Hefler 
(Liverpool Walton); Jeremy 
Corfjyo (Islington North); Ber- 
nie Giant (Tottenham); Bob 
Cryer (Bradford South); Mil¬ 
dred Gordon (Bow and Poplar); 
Brian Sedgemoic (Hackney and 
Shoreditch); Harry Barnes 
(Derbyshire North-East); Tony 
Hank* (Newham North-East); 
Ronnie Campbell (Blyth Val¬ 
ley); Bob Plany (Liverpool 


Livingstone (Brent East); Diane 
Abbott (Hackney North); Harry 
Cohen (Leyton); Bob Clay 
(Sunderland North). 



Lavender fails to 
sweeten a stink 


An anti-poll tax demonstrator is held firmly by officers during the Southampton protest 


"Lavender, sweet lavender! 
The Secretary of Sure for 
Industry came yesterday to 
the Commons in a lavender 
shirt, the lavender of a lumi¬ 
nous tropical sunset Lav¬ 
ender imparts a sweet smell, 
and Mr Ridley had come 
(they shouted) to hide a stink. 

Yet all the perfumes of 
Arabia would not sweeten 
this tittle Harrods. To either 
side of Ridley sat colleagues 
gravely shaking beads. Barely 
a voice from his own side was 
raised in support of his 
decision to take “no action”. 
Your sketchwriter found 
himself alone in admiring the 
minister's decision tx> heed 
Lord Melbourne's question: 
“Can’t you leave it alone?” 
Mr Ridley was leaving it 
atone 

His isolation was magnifi¬ 
cent. He was not, in feet, 
trying to conceal The report 
was there for all to read and 
(as he put it) “judge for 
themselves”. His task was 
“not to punish”; and he had 
decided that it was “not in the 
public interest” for him to 
disqualify company 
directors. 

That was not the view of 
many of his colleagues. Such 
was the rage of Leicestershire 
North West’s David Ashby 
(against Mohamed Fayed and 
brother) that he could barely 
get the words out. “They ... 
they shouldn’t be here” he 
Spluttered, scarlet with in¬ 
dignation. “They should be 
...” (he searched for a mea¬ 
sure to match his feelings) 
“er, deported, as undesirable 
aliens ... Deported at onceT 
On the opposition ride. 
Dale Campbell-Savours was 
so carried away that he got his 
dramatis personae wildly 
confused. “Who was the 
greater villain?” be shouted, 
“Mohamed Ali.And he 
was drowned by screams of 
merriment, "No. Mike 
Tyson”. A song popular in 
your sketch writer’s youth ran 
" MohamedfMohamed 
Ali/Floats like a buiter- 
fly/Stings like a bed'. Poor 
Mr Campbell-Savours stung 
like a butterfly. 

Only Labour’s Brian Sed- 
gemore (who elegantly hinted 
that the Tories had debts to 
pay in this affair) and the 
Tories' Sir Peter Tapsell 
(whose lethal Question was a 
better argument for there 
being MPs with careers in the 
City than all the debate to 
follow) drew blood: but Rid¬ 


ley was buffeted from an 
sides. 

It was left to a few of us to 
remind ourselves tiuti Ridley 
has always been Meted 
from all sides: has always 
distrusted the emotional re. 
spouse: and has often been 
right. But nobody ewer no¬ 
tices when, months after the 
event and with hmrtrighk the 
man who took the cool view 
at the time emerges as wiser 
than c on te m po ra ry opinion 
judged him. 

H was Ridley who thought 
w t should get off oar high 

bone over the F^tidaods, way 
bade before the war was ! 
dreamed of. We gave him a : 
pretty rough ride th e n, t oo, m 
I recall 

A similar reflection etner- 
ged from the session which 
p rece ded this: Questions to 
the Foreign Secretary. The 
Opposition were bounongup. 
and down about the need for 
Germany to respect the fron¬ 
tier with Poland. Liverpool*! 
Robert Wanting re fer red to 
“the irresponsible antics of 
Kohl”. But wasn't Mn 
Thatcher being criticized by 
many such voices, a few 
weeks ago, for not befog 
enthusiastic enough about 
reunification? 

They have sneaked across 
the political stage and were 
yesterday rushing in from the 
wings and attacking from the 
other ride. 

John Browne, however, 
was very much in the bust- - 
ness of admittingtitai fcehad 
been wrong. The perfor¬ 
mance was abjccL Tbeman Y 
career is plainly wrecked, and 
the question of how he fe- 
actually finished off seemed' 
less interesting to your’ 
sketch writer than it dm to¬ 
rn uch of the ghoulfth Kb-' 
dency, wringing hands fo 
pious distress yesterday, and 
loving every mimue of it 
After be bad sat down, Sir 
Geoffrey Howe (Leader of the- 
House) said absolutely doUk 
ing for 28 nannies, sprinkled p 
with words like “mefeo-* 
choly” and “painfhT. It was a; 
tour-de-Jbrce. He spoke ofthe* 
need for MPs to remain, 
involved with business and 
commerce, so that the Couw 
mons should not become V' 
House without windows”. 

Hm. So those boles in the 
wall were windows; For a 
moment they looked: tike 
casb-dfopensen; _ ^ . 

Matthew Parris 
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MPs angry as ‘lying Fayette’ keep Harrods Case spawned record number of court actions 


Continued from page 1 
and the Department of Trade and 
Industry are deared of criticism, because 
they were entitled to rely on assurances 
from the Fayeds' professional advisers. 
“It is, we hope, rare for deception of 
regulatory authorities to be practised on 
such a grand scale”. 

A statement from the Fisyeds last night 
said that the decisions of the Govern¬ 
ment, the Serious Fraud Office and the 


Director of Public Prosecutions to take 
no action against them had exploded 
“the inspectors’ extreme conclusions as 
raards pur background mid the sources 
ofour wealth” 

“The accusations in the report are 
worthless” they said. “The DTI has in 
effect disowned the report which the DTI 
itself commissioned.” 

The House of Fraser media director 
Mr Michael Cole also condemned the 


report saying: “We find this document 
shocking. It is shocking in its ineptitude, 
ft is shocking in the e xtrem ity of its 
language, it is shocking in its wrong¬ 
headedness and ft is shocking in its 
injustice.” 

But Mrdu Cairo said: “They have not 
been cleared of any wrongdoing. There 
was’a catalogue of lies, deception and 
dishonesty. We must see that such a 
d isas t e r never occurs again.” ‘ 


As well as befog one of the longest- 
running City sagas, the battle for the 
House of Frase r has spawned a record 
number of writs and court hearings. 

„ I ?.. the ^ Ho®* of Fraser 
Holdings gained control of House of 
Fteser (StoresX It spent some £80,000 on 
legal fees over defamation or Dbd, , ‘ 
according to yesterday’s report 
Among the main legal proceedings 


By Frances Gibb, Legal Affairs Correspondent 


were Lour bo's attempt in November 
1988 to get the court to force Lord Young 
to publish the report and consider 
referring the Fayeds’ takeover to the 
Monopolies and Mergers Coamtissfou. 
In January 1989, the High Court backed 
the Lourho demands. The Court of 
Appeal then overtnnied the decision. 

In March 1989, the Observer pub¬ 
lished purported extracts from the DTI 


inspectors' report on the takeover, aai 
Lord Young and Che Fayeds obtained 
blocking fojanctions. 

Legri proceedings against newspepea 
started as fer hack as 1985. Yesterday*] 
report expresses concern at what it cab 
“a rather sinister aspect of the evidence 
before ns: a constant and wphdffol 
process of gagging the press which vras 
set in operation by Mohamed ftysg. 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD PUZZLE NO 18,236 


WEATHER 



ACROSS 

1 Reckless type risked injury (9). 

6 Strength I contributed to 
partnerships (5). 

9 Administration in African state 
replaced without me (7). 

10 Profit from a special perfor¬ 
mance (7). 

11 Don't allow tittle woman this 
instrument (5). 

12 Befitting Jaques’s middle-aged 

player? ( 9 ). 

13 One’s pr e sen t bid, at first ( 8 ). 

15 City famous for its listed build- 

in* (4X 

19 Towed — drove on left (4). 

20 In West I listen, perhaps, for 
information on reds, etc (4-4). 

23 Human befog going to ground 
left inside (9). 


Solatia* to Puzzle No 18^35 
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24 I'm self-contained, right, as a 
sort of player? (5). 

26 A French report’s not reliable 

(7)- 

27 Connexion leaking out (7). 

28 Jack’s mackerel bait (5). 

29 Measure staff on police force (9). 

DOWN 

1 Shoot over table, making target 
for arrows (9). 

2 King, for example, has a name 
for toe princess (5). 

3 It’s stupid, we bear, to start to 
bowl over ( 8 ). 

4 Person disappearing in vehicle is 
that female ( 8 ). 

5 Liable to shift one’s position ( 6 ). 

6 Son not fired, befog naturally 
bright ( 6 L 

7 Egyptian ruler found if I enter 
front of tomb, perhaps (9). 

8 Brandi having flexibility at the 
end (5). 

14 Speculator in the ring, one on 
the way up (9). 

16 Subsequently decorate part of 
the vessel (9). 

17 We can’t be so odd, though you 
may be ( 8 ). 

18 God for Victoria, say ($X 

21 Force’s essential part ( 6 ). 

22 Easy, for example, to include a 
time for siesta ( 6 ). 

23 Horseplay? (5X 

25 In this city, Tm turning up — is 
that so? 

Concise Crossword, page 22 


Much of Wales and soutb- 
ern En g la nd will have a dry 
day, although there trill be drizzle on western coasts. Early 
ram over Northern Ireland and northern Enghmd will die out 
Itwill be quite a cloudy day, although eastern areas could see 
some son. Scotland will start bright with sunny spells In die 
east. North-west Scotland, however, will have heavy showers 
with some hafl and possibly snow. Outlook: rain at rimes. 


ABROAD 
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Baton* 15 59 f 
10 50 d 


C F 

16 61 s Majorca 

is ei r SSga 

17 63 1 Mam 

24 79 a MaWma 
12 54 s MericoC 

18 61 i Mtamt* 

25 77 a HSba 

29 84 f Mo n tr aa f 
15 59 a Moacow 


C F 

Majorca 17 63 a 
RMosa 18 81 C 
Main is 61 a 
MaWma 19 66 t 
MaricoC- 23 73 r 
Mtaort* 27 81 ( 
15 59 a 
Mo n t rea l* -n 12 a 
Moacow 2 36 C 
Munich 13 55 a 


WORD-WATCHING 

A daily rafari through the 
language jangle. Which of the 
possible definitions is correct? 

By Philip Howard 
ELLIPTICAL 
JUPITER'S BEARD 

a. A hoendeek 

b. A mighty oak 

c. An optical fibstoa 
VENUS’PENCIL 

a. A type of quartz 

b. A shell 

c. A e nph e mis m for an y 

EARTH-STAR 

a. The moon 

b. A sapphire 

c. A pnflbxfl 

Answers oa page Z> • 

AAROADWATCH T 

For the latest AA traffic and 
roadworks information, 24 - 
hours a.day, 6a! 0836 401 
followed by the appropriate 
coda. 

London *3E traffic, roadworks 

C. London (within N & S OcsJ.731 
M w ray i ftnulB M4-M1 „ , yqg 
M-w*y*/rcod* Ml-Oanford T. _7$3 
M n o y i/ roada Hartford T.-M23 734 

M ways/roads M23- M4_-~73S 

M2S Condon OrWa» only_736 

National traffic-and roadworks 

National motorways-_ 737 

West Country_.738 

Wtfos_ 739 


19 68 c NapMa 

20 68 • NdtM 
17 63 » N YortT 
10 SO c Ntoe 
13 55 c CMo 


_ 19 68 f 

CapoTO 27 81 • 
Cbtenca 18 84 e 
CMcngo' -1 30 s 
Clfctarcb 17 63 t 
Ootonre 11 62 c 
Cpftaga * 39 r 
Corfu 14 57 • 
Ouom 11 52 C 


Pregao 

Ruiforfk 


Rio Oo J 

Riyadh 


Safatwg 


16 61 s 
23 73 a 
■8 27 sn 
15 59 a 
1 34 an 
10 50 e 
12 54 s 
25 77 » 
If 52 f 
-9 27 a 
15 59 * 
27 81 a 
27 81 s 
15 59 s 
14 57 « 


Outran* 13 55 s SFrfaco* 1254 


Fare 18 64 f 
Horeoca 14 57 f 
F »» *h a 1 11 52 6 
PtaidMl 16 64 e 
O a n n n 11 52 a 
abator IS 59 e 
HtOMd 1 34 t 
ttoagK.- 20 68 a 
torn* 15 59 s 
to fibd 10 50 a 

JmM* 27 81 * 
Jotrurg* 17 63 c 
Kanefl 29 84 a 


6£1 


LaTquat 


Uabon 17.63 I 
Locarno 15 59 a 
LAagato* 15 59 s 
Unarebg 7 45 c 
Luxor 22 72 a 
Madrid 13 55 s 


18 64 c VWancta 
10 50 c Voic'rerf 


SanOago- 29 84 4 
S Paulo* - - 

SoooS 8 48 s 
29 84 f 

- 4 39 a 

areahVa 11 62 e 

19.66 I 
19 66 t 


20 68 f 

15 59 # 
-7 19 a 
14 57 a 

16 61 8 

8 46 f 

9 48 f 
12 54 e 

7 45 8 
11 52 f 
22 72 f 


Tohjo 

Toronto* 

Tunia 


WaTntno 

Zurich 


* danotn Tuaadaya figurea are tansx avallaOto 

CL LONDON ^ 


*• Tan* max 6 am to B pm, 11 c 


1.019S maenra. taBno. 
lOTmOUtt-Z&san. 


HIGHEST & LOWEST 


East AngBa^..--_74i 

No rth- west Enatond- 742 

North-sast En^and.,70 

Scottond---■. 744 

Northern fratand-- 745 

AA Hoadvratt* to charged st 5p fcr 
8 seconds (poah and Mandan^ 5 p 
for 12 anonds fjidt peak). 


h^nntsu«nara lenrick, SheOand tatnta. 

C ^ MANCHESTER ^ 

TWP: rax 6 am IQ 8 pni, 12 C 

Baan •*asgastss m ** 

C GLASGOW ^ 

VranuMj. Tamp:' max 6 am to 6 pm, IOC 

6?tfsSffi:sisK,s?2;5r s " 


AROUND BRITAIN 


Blackpool 


ColMiBW 

Abantoan 

Arfa m o re 

D toto ng h 


1 2 
IS 
OS 
03 
03 
IS 
02 

IS S3 


- jOI 
IS S3 
22 

as 

5S - 
is 

- S5 
SI 

IS 

82 21 
IS 20 
05 . S 3 

- .19 
IS S4 
37 AA 

- 28 
2S .IT 

- 29 

6.1 .07 

0.1 ST 


. times WEATHERCALL 

For the latest region by re¬ 
gion forecast, 24 hours a day, 
dial 0898 500 followed by 
the appropriate code. 

Greater Londo n— 1 

Kara. Surrey .Sussex_„702 

OorseUrants a IOW_703 

Devon a Cornwall.,_ 704 

JWte^houcsAwuSoms_ 70S 

Bw*sBucKs,Oxpn_;_708 

Bads,Hens & Essex__.707 

Norto&^jftoJACambs_70® 

Vjtest Mia & Sui G<am a Gwent .709 


Shrops.Herefos & Worea. 

Central MkSands_ 

East Midlands___ 

Lncs & Humberside_ 

Djiteae Powys __ 

GwyneM&Cltoyd_ 

NW England __ 


-710 

-711 

-:.712 

-713 

-714 

-715 

-716 

-717 

-718 


w a s Yorks a Dam - y «7 

U S England_ _ . • ... 718 

Cumbria 8 Lake District—_719 

S WSrodand_;.770 

W Central Scotland._721 

SJhn S RWLoman 8 Borders _722 
* Central Scotland— .. 773 

"»■*"*—a 

Catthnes 8 ,Orioiey 8 Shetland _726 

n Ireland.—._ 727 

WeathercaN is charged at 5p tor 8 
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C lighting-uptime 

London|6S3 pm to 629 am 
■ 55 * 802 !pm »6JB am 
g«newrtOOt pn,« 645 am 
atoBcmrei*- 5 ^ 5 ;Dm to 039 am 


YESTERDAY 


w5S9 pm to 629 am 
B. 1 S pm to 8S0 am 


Mri. TO ffir tL Z 


□ tertsare SanaatK 

621 am 5^pm 

: *toooeM« Moonitoaa 

RriMoonMarehii 5 ^ 5 ”" 236 P” 


Mtal, 10 SOr 
B' r matia m 13 661 


OiwiiM y 9 48C 
jmiawi’ra T 8k. 


Btocfcpoot 8 48c Jmay H -5te 


r a reju rgh 12 54 c 
reai anw ■ 9 48r 


10 SOU uniceraar «■*'. 


NreoMto IS 55c 
MdMMy tl 521 . 


TODAY 
London Bridga 


CsetStl 
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Dowr 
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£3? 
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VST* 

to mato 

BP 4 - 
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David Brewerton 

t THE POUND 

US dollar 
1.6400 (-0.0090) 

W German mark 
2.7995 (-0.0071) 

Exchange index 

87.8 (-0.2) 

(STOCK MARKET^ 

FT 30 Share 

1757.0 (+11.3) 

FT-SE 100 
2230.3 (+14.3) 

USM (Datastream) 

147.12 (-0.12) 

Market report, page 31 

BICC still 
supports 
Eurorail 

BICC, part , of the consortium 
building the Channel tunnel 
reaffirmed its support for 
Eurorail: and denied reports 
that it and Trafelgar House 
might puH out 
BICC reported pre-tax prof¬ 
its of £201 million (£156 
million) for calendar 1989. It 
is paying a 13.25p final divi¬ 
dend, making a total up 3p to 
19p. , Tempos, page 26 

GKN record 

Pre-tax profits at GKN rose 

20.9 per cent to a record 
£214.8 million in 1989. A 
final dividend of 12.5p makes 
20p (17p) for the year. 

Tempos, page 26 

Ultramar up 

Ultramar has almost doubled 
its net profit to £\0Z2 million 
Earnings rose to "27.9P 
(19.1p).Iis net dividend rose 
to 9p <7.5p). 

Tempos, page 26 
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Inspectors criticize Kleinwort’s role in Fraser takeover 



By Graham Seaijeant, Financial Editor 

C^piw of the DTI Inspectors’ Fair Trading and the DTI Klein wort Benson noted that 

were a big factor in pereuading Fraser shareholders had been 
Mr Norman Tebbit, then' duly paid. “There are limits to 
Trade Secretary, not to refer what can be verified, as the 
the Fayeds' 


report into the takeover of 
House of Fraser have been 
sent to the Bank of England 
and the Law Society, the 
regulators for the. main advis¬ 
ers to the Fayeds in their bid. 
Klein wort Benson, the mer¬ 
chant bank, and Herbert 
Smith, the solicitor, are both 
criticized in the report. 

The Bank of England, which 
is also regulator for Harrods 
Bank, part of the Fayed group, 
said: “We are studying the 
report very carefully.” 

Klein wort Benson, and in 
particular Mr John Mac- 
Arthur, a director who left in 
1986, are accused of pro¬ 
moting or lending their name 
to claims about the Fayeds 1 
wealth which the inspectors 
found to be false and which 
they had not independently 
checked. 

‘While not disputing that 
the- statements about the 
Fayeds were made in good 
faith, we do not consider that 
Klein worts undertook ade¬ 
quate independent verifica¬ 
tion or inquiry before it 
allowed these statements to be 
made in its name,” the inspec¬ 
tors conclude. 

They make it dear that the 
Fayeds'assets were worth only 
a fraction of what they por¬ 
trayed to the public, and were 
certainly not worth “several 
billion dollars” as Mr Mao- 
Arthur said on television the 
weekend before the Fayeds 
won control of Fraser. 

The inspectors say the ass¬ 
urances apparently given by 
Klein worts to the Office of 


bid to the 
Monopolies Commission.. 

Mr Tebbit personally tele¬ 
phoned Mr Michael Hawkes, 
then the bank's chairman, 
before making a decision not 
to vet the Fayeds' hid further. 

The inspectors quote senior 
OFT and DTI offi cial* 1 opin¬ 
ions that assurances given by 
Klein wort directors were cen¬ 
tral to Mr Tebbit's decision 


FaD report. 
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and that “Kleinworts would 
be taking an enormous risk in 
the event that it was sub¬ 
sequently proved to be 
wrong.” 

The report concludes that, 
given assurances by Herbert 
Smith and Kieinworts, it was 
not unreasonable for DTI 


inspectors themselves have 
discovered. In the case of non¬ 
corporate clients in particular, 
significant areas are within the 
sole knowledge of the client,” 
says Klein wort. 

The bank also contends: “It 
was made dear by Kleinwort 
Benson to the OFT and DTI 
Thai in providing information 
-it was relying on what it had 
been told and on its own 
reasoned judgement,” 

Herbert Smith, said it was 
studying the report and would 
not immediately comment. 

The inspectors say company 
law should be tightened in the 
light of their findings. Mr 
Nicholas Ridley, Trade Sec¬ 
retary, said be had accepted 
four of the inspectors’ six 
points and that the most 
important of these — on 


officials to think that the * malting faka or reckless state- 
reputations of the advisers meats to competition authori- 


were aligned with the Fayeds. 

The inspectors say that 
there was confusion over the 
role the advisers were playing 
in their dealings with the DTI, 
particularly whether they were 
acting as representatives and 
advocates or giving independ¬ 
ent judgement based on their 
own knowledge. 

“The consequence of the 
muddle was that a perfectly 
dear, lasting impression was 
left with the OFT and the DTI 
— that Kieinworts in particu¬ 
lar. but also Herbert Smith, 
vouched for the Fayeds.” 

In a statement on the report. 


ties — had bear dealt with in 
the 1989 Companies Act. 

The inspectors draw lessons 
from the report on the conduct 
of advisers. They say their 
responsibility should be more 
generally clarified, as the lead¬ 
ing role of a merchant bank is 
in the City Takeover Code. 
Advisers should have a duty 
to get to know their clients and 
take responsibility for check¬ 
ing claims made in their 
name. They suggest the Code 
needs lightening over 
information about cash bid¬ 
ders who are not quoted 
companies. 
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Standing his ground: Sir Edward du Cum, chairman, at a meeting called by Lonrho to discuss the Fraser repon yesterday 


Lonrho ‘to seek substantial damages 9 Sultan refused to co-operate 


By Angela Mackay 


By Andrew McEwen, Diplomatic Editor 


New York: 

Dow Jonas_2876JO (same)* 

Tokyo: 

Nikkei Average 3336244 (-428.74) 

Hong Rgn y 
Hang Seng__ 2926.45 (-6.78) 

Amsterdam: 

CBS Tendency _____ 109.3 (+i 
Sydney: AO__1583 1 (+2. 


Frankfurt: DAX _ 182222(-10-841 
Brussels: 

General_586223 (+5425) 

Parts: CAC --_________ n/a 

Zurich: SKA Gen.___ 607.1 (+72) 
London 

FT.—A AfrGhara _ 110751 (+523) 

FT.-- 500" 120820 f+621) 

FT. Goto Mines ____ 2865 (+3.7) 


FT. Fixed interest87.41 (same] 
FT. Govt Secs-77.70 (+0.1 
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Closing prices 
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MAIN PRICE CHANGES 

RK£S: 

DAKS Simpson ‘A’. 472J4p (+15p: 

Liberty. . . 445p(+10p 

BICC —, - ‘ “ 

Borland, 


Cable & Wireless 
Ladbroke _____ 
Fajrey Group — 
Glaxo 


Hawker Siddeiey 

Allied Lyons- 

Grand Met- 

Scottish & New... 
FALLS: 


, 421 Up (+20p 
822Kp(+45p 
_.538p(+np! 
-r® 1 P(+ 1 2p) 
228%p (+14p) 
689fcp(+10p) 
607V4p (+15p) 
433p (+11 p; 


548ttp(+10p 
_3O0p (+12p; 


444p(-9p) 
JOPI-15P) 
390p(-?p) 


Lonrho. the most strident 
critic of Government handling 
of the House of Fraser take¬ 
over, has pledged to seek 
substantial damages from the 
Fayed brothers and said it will 
use the Department of Trade 
and Industry report on the 
matter as evidence. 

Sir Edward du Cann, the 
company chairman, con¬ 
demned the Government's 
failure to take legal action 
against the Fayeds, who 
bought *the Harrods group in 
1985, despite the DTI report's 
findings that the brothers 
“dishonestly misrepresented 
their origins, their wealth, 
their business interests and 
their resources to the secretary 
of state, the Office of Fair 
Trading, the Press, the House 
of Fraser board, company 
shareholders and their own 
advisers”. 

But HOF said the report 
was “worthless” and filled 


with “baseless calumny”. It 
said'the document was the 
product of unfair investiga¬ 
tion and that the accusations 
made against the brothers had 
been “rendered obsolete” after 
authorities such as the Serious 
Fraud Office concluded there 
was no case to answer. 

“l am sure that the longest 
whinge in British commercial 



Cole: The one that got away 1 


history wiD go on and on,” 
said Mr Michael Cole, HOFs 
media director, in response to 
threats of legal action from 
Lonrho. 

He added: “Mr Tiny-Row¬ 
land, Lonrho’s chief exec¬ 
utive, is like Captain Ahab 
chasing his great white whale 
and-1 am pleased to tell him 
that this is one fish he will 
never catch.” 

The DTI considers the mat¬ 
ter closed and Mr Nicholas 
Ridley, trade secretary, said in 
the House of Commons that 
no other matters require ac¬ 
tion by him. 

Mr Ridley added: “I have 
passed the repon to aD those 
authorities concerned with 
enforcement and regulation, 
so that they may consider 
whether to take action under' 
various powers.” 

L Lonrho has made specific 
demands as a result of the 
report, including proceedings 


to disqualify the Fayeds from 
the board of Harrods Rank 
and to strip the store of its 
Royal warrants. 

It also wants the Bank of 
England to revoke the banking 
authorization of Harrods 
Bank. 

Sir Edward said:. “Person¬ 
ally, I think the Fayeds should 
be forced to leave the coun¬ 
try.” 

He added that the Govern¬ 
ment, Parliament and the City 
must act quickly on the DTI 
report otherwise the credibil¬ 
ity of all three bodies would be 
undermined. 

HOF also called for the 
system to be reformed and 
said it hoped thai in the future 
the Dll would appoint 
inspectors who would be 
knowledgeable endugh “to 
conduct such important mat¬ 
ters property and reach 
conclusions which can be 
relied upon”. 


The Department of Trade 
report mto the takeover of the 
Howe of Fraser by the Fayed 
brothers finds “very strong 
pointers” to a link between the 
money used to bey the com¬ 
pany and the wealth of the 
Sultan of BruneL 

The Sol tan, who has re¬ 
jected the description of “the 
world's wealthiest man”, re¬ 
fused to co-operate with the 
inqnuy. His wealth, which has 
been estimated at US$25 bil¬ 
lion, derives from the ofl 
prod action of his small state 
on the north coast of Borneo. 
Much has been invested fay 
baying properties and busi¬ 
nesses abroad, indoding the 
Dorchester Hotel in London. 

The inspectors say that Mr 
Mohamed Fayed, one of the 
three Fayed brothers, com¬ 
manded the Sultan’s “trust 
and confidence” from about 
May 1984. “It ap¬ 
pears ... the Sultan was pre¬ 


pared to allow Mohamed 
Fayed to advise him on a broad 
range of financial 
matters...” 

The report poiistN a 
sudden, onexplaim-: 
the fonds ■»*iiah.Y ... - n 
Fayeds. In July 19*-*. •• va 
they sought to borrow (uiub to 
bay the Savoy JHfoteL they had 
only £50.5 million under their 
immediate oootroL Yet by late 
August a much bigger sum was 
available. The inspectors said 
that the timing, coming soon 
after Mr Mohamed Fayed had 
entered the Saltan's con¬ 
fidence, could be a co¬ 
incidence. “It is however a 
very powerful coincidence.” 

The Fayeds. they said, 
“have been consistently un¬ 
able to explain the source of 
the vast wealth under, their 
control... The Fayeds 1 sto¬ 
ries about their wealth are 
most unsatisfactory — frankly 
we do not believe them ...” 


The inspectors confirm that 
Mr Mohamed Fayed bought 
the Dorchester Hotel in 
London for the Sultan, and 
imply be was the source nf the 
House of Fraser deal funds. 
“The evidence pointing to 
Brunei is very strong indeed. 
We have conveyed our find¬ 
ings in the Sultan.” 

Although the Sultan is a 
regular visitor to Britain, the 
inspectors had no authority to 
demand his co-operation, 
because of his immunity as a 
foreign bead of state, li b 
thought that the affair has 
been an embarrassment fot (be 
British government, which 
does not want to upset him. 

His advisers say that h is 
absurd to call him the world's 
richest man. since this calcula¬ 
tion is based on the assump¬ 
tion that the state's assets 
belong to him personally. His 
principal palace is reported to 
have 1,700 rooms. 
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British Gas in £565m offer 
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GOLD 


British Gas has revealed a 
£565 million offer for the 
Consumers’ Gas Company of 
Canada, subject to regulatory 
approval by the Canadian 
authorities. This could lake up 
to six months, it conceded 
yesterday. 

GW Utilities of Toronto, 
which owns 82 per cent of the 
shares, has agreed to accept 
the British Gas terms of 
CanS34 (£17.50) a share. 

The move follows the foiled 
£600 million attempt by Brit¬ 
ish Gas to take a controlling 
stake in Bow Valley, the 
C anadian ofl and gas explorer, 
in August 1987, which was 
blocked through the use of 
Canadian rules on inward 
investment. Ultimately Brit¬ 
ish Gas was allowed to take a 


ByGeorgeSheD 

33 per cent stake in Bow 
Valley costing £350 million. 

Consumers 1 Gas is a domes¬ 
tic gas utility. Analysts 
pointed out yesterday that 
there is no precedent for an 
overseas company taking over 
a Canadian utility. 

Also, the Ontario Energy 
Board will be reviewing Con¬ 
sumers' Gas prices this 
summmer which are cal¬ 
culated on a return on capital 
basis, further adding to the 
regulatory uncertainty sur¬ 
rounding British Gas profits. 

Yesterday British Gas 
shares fell Q.5p to 21 l.Sp.lf the 
deal goes ahead it will raise 
British Gas borrowings from 
18 per cent to 25 per cent of 
shareholders funds. 

Mr Robert Evans, the Brit¬ 


ish Gas C hapman and chief 
executive, said: “We have 
known Consumers 1 Gas se¬ 
nior management for many 
years and have developed a 
respect for the company. As a 
result our intention would be 
that ■ Consumers’ Gas will 
continue to be managed and 
operated from its Toronto 
headquarters.” 

Consumers’ Gas has more 
than 1 million customers. For 
the year ended September 
1989 Consumers’ Gas gen¬ 
erated a net income of £52 
million on gross revenues of 
£920 million and shareholders 
funds of £360 million. 

If approval is not received 
by the end of December 1990 
either British Gas or Con¬ 
sumers' Gas can pull out. 


Regentcrest 
turns in 
£9m losses 

Regentcrest has written down 
the value of its property assets 
by £6 million following an 
independent revaluation. 

Losses in the six months to 
last October totalled £9.1 mil¬ 
lion. against a £2.4 million 
interim profit. There is again 
no interim dividend. 

Mr Roy Richardson and Mr 
Don Richardson, chairman 
and vice-chairman respec¬ 
tively, appear to be planning 
to take the company private. 

Yesterday it was announced 
that they were contemplating 
an offer worth 15p a share, 
which values the company at 
about £7 million against-net 
assets per share of 24.Ip. 


London Fixing: 

AM $40220pm-$4Q0.50 
dose $339.75-40025 (E243.50- 
244.00) 

NnvYoric 

Comax $399.60-400.10* 

NORTH SEA OIL 

brant (Apr) _ $19.10 b«(Si9.45) 

Monocn inut w«Bng pneo 


Pathe is latest to bid for studio with $1.9bn offer 

MGM sale saga into reel four 


TOURIST RATES 


AtttnteS 
AuacrtaSch 
MgftiinFr 
Canadaf 
DwmirirKr 
fte Minn 
Feme** 
nwnyDm 
Mr 

MtegifeaaS 
fcWmdPt 
Italy Ua 
■Japan ym 

NrtMrtmdftQtd 
nanny Kr 
Portugal Ett 
SotA Ame* M 


SmwwiKt 
EwRiMaMIFr 
To 


Bank 

SS 

20.59 

61.10 

2.015 

11-15 

M2 

B.BS 

2.92 

wr.re 

13.46 
1.103 
2100 
262 
MU 
1126 
2SE SQ 

440 

wtso 

1626 

SSI 

4450 

1.126 


Bank 

Softs 

2.12 

1130 

5720 

1.015 

1055 

052 

925 

2.7* 

261.76 

T2J56 

1233 

2030 

2*6 

0086 

1062 

24220 

420 

.17*20 

moo 

2.42 

38S0 

1.626 


SB!” 

TogwdamOi* 

Rates for smafl danonwufron Bank 
•tew* only as auputed by BtfCtyS 
! Bank Ptc Orftaram rates afWy » 
BWMMfchrt'jC*. 

I ftetel Me* tedvc lias (tenanr) 

* * it * * ft 


From Philip Robinson 

Los Angeles 

MGM/UA Communications, one of 
Hollywood's oldest studios, famous for 
its roaring lion logo, is for sale again less 
than two months after executives raid it 
would be free of ownership uncertainties 
for 12 months. Last year it received three 
formal bids which all came 10 nothing. 

The latest deal is a $1.9 billion bid 
from Pathe Communications, the former 
Cannon Group, now owned and run by 
Signor Giancarlo Parretti, a former 
waiter at the Savoy Hotel in London and 
the son of an I talian olive oil merchant. 

Within five days Palhfc Commun¬ 
ications will start a tender offer for all 
MGM/UA common and preferred 
shares at $20 each. 

MGM/UA said Trarinda Corpora¬ 
tion. Mr Kirk Kerkorian’s private invest¬ 
ment vehicle which owns almost 72 per 
cent of the shares, has agreed to the offer 
and closing of the transaction is expected 
by June 23, Pathe has agreed to place 


$200 milli on into an escrow account in 
increments of $50 million each on March 
9, April 9, May 9 and June 9. 

It has also granted MGM/UA distribu¬ 
tion rights and a security interest in up to 
$75 million of the net distribution 
proceeds of certain films as additional 
security for Pathe's performance under 
the agreement 

MGM's assets encompass a 1,000- 
feature film library including Rain Man, 
which won four Oscars, the Bond, Rocky 
and Pink Panther film series and the 
Warner Brothers studio. 

MGM's shares were quoted up almost 
$5 yesterday at $18% each after ihe 
announcement of the Pathe Commun¬ 
ications’ proposal. Mr Jeffrey Logsdon, 
entertainment analyst at Crowell, 
Weedem the Los Angeles broker, said: 
“I‘m surprised and sceptical about this 

offer - . , , 

All Mr Kerkonan's friendly deals seem 

to take an unseemly amount of time. 
Friendly normally take between 60 
to 120 days, but his take between six and 


12 months. He has to ask for deposits 
during that time to cover his overheads.” 

Signor Parretti arrived in Hollywood 
almost two years ago buying an $8.9 
million Beverly Hills mansion, leasing a 
blue Rolls-Royce, smoking big cigars, 
boasting he would spend $800 million on 
film and television production com¬ 
panies, but side stepping questions of 
how he would provide the money. 

In the past year he has withdrawn from 
bids to buy DeLaurentis Entertainment 
the ailing film company, and New World 
Entertainment renegotiated an outside 
$ 160 million movie production contract 
down to just two films and told certain 
bondholders last April that they would 
not be receiving their interest payments 
on time. 

Pathe announced on Monday it had 
signed an exclusive five-year deal with 
MGM/UA to distribute Pathe's films 
and videos in America. These indude 
Quigley Down Under with Tom SeUeck 
and The .Russia House with Sean 
Connery and Mich die Pfeiffer. 
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BICC confounds market sceptics 


Poor BICC must be wonder- 
mg just what it has to do to 
convince this market. The 
company turns in 1989 earn- 
mgs per share up more than 20 
per cent and almost unprece¬ 
dented volume growth from 
its core European cables op¬ 
eration at a time when its 
share price languishes more 
than tSOp below its peak last 
^irnner and barely rhangpd 
on a year ago. 

It is a measure of the 
market’s earlier mistrust of 
the group, therefore, that pre¬ 
tax profits dead in line with 
expectation at £201 million, 
against £156 million, shook! 
have prompted a 20p rise in 
tire share price to 422p. 

- BICCs tarnished image has 
three main roots: its links with 
buQdzng, Aust ralia «iwt me 
Channel tunnel. Balfour 
Beatty, the building arm, saw 
a £5.2 million profits down¬ 
turn to £46.1 million because 
of the housebuilding cri sis and 
delays in big property com¬ 
pletions. 

In Australasia, sterling earn¬ 
ings were little changed but 
down in Australian dollar 
terms because of weak man¬ 
agement in the c onstru ction 
and distribution businesses. 


BICC claims to be hopeful 
about the new regime at 
Eurotunnel and says it is 
suffering no losses on the 
contract, But the market re¬ 
mains concerned about even¬ 
tual write-offs of £30 million 
to £40 millio n from BICCs 10 
per cent stake in the 
Transmanch e-Link consor¬ 
tium. 

■ Further advances wiD come 
this year from tire integration 
of the Brand-Rex businesses 
bought in the middle of 1989 
and from further maigxia 
enhancement ax BICC Cables. 

Pre-tax profits should come 
in at about £230 minio n this 
year. 

It is hard to see how shares 
in as solid a company as 
BICC, selling on less than 8 
times prospective earnings 
and offering a yield approach- 
ire 7 per cent* are anything 
other than undervalued. Bnt 
the market may still take some 
convincing. 

Ultramar 

Ultramar remains an e ni gma 
within the oil sector, even 
after widely expected excellent 
results showing a 46 per cent 
increase in earnings per share. 
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Looking to convince the market: Robin TOgga», BICC chief 
executive, left, and Sir William Barlow, chairman, yesterday 

or 81 per cent if exceptional earnings {day overlooks the 

potential from its exploration 
and production activities 
which appear to be robust 
Even tire more cautious of 
Ultramar’s City followers, like 
Smith New Court believe the 


profits of a year ago are 
excluded. 

The market cannot decide 
whether Ultramar should be 
rated on earnings or assets! 
Treating tbe group as an 


appraised asset value to be 
about 485p per share com¬ 
pared with the 364p share 
price down Sp on the day. The 
25 per cent discount looks an 
anomaly m a sector where 
most exploration and produc¬ 
tion companies trade much 
closer to full asset value or 
even at a premium. As an 
earnings stock, Ultramar did 
nothing to disappoint share¬ 
holders. The much queried 
purchase of tire Wilmington 
refinery in California appears 
to have paid off handsomely. 
With higher Indonesian prod¬ 
uction'and more throughput 
in_ US and Canadian refin¬ 
eries, Ultramar looks comfort¬ 
ably able to earn £116 million 
net, putting the shares on a p/e 
of 11.5. This is attractive for 
the medium term but 
shareholders should beware 
tbe over bullish estimates 
from some City houses. 

GKN 

GKN shares — up 8p at 399p 
—basked in market glory after 
the group posted 1989 pre-tax 
profits weQ above expecta¬ 
tions. 

The broader geographical 
and operational spread ft 18 * 


mate up today’s GKN helped 
profits rise from £177.6 mil¬ 
lion to £214.8 million on sales 
13.4 per cent higher at £169 
billion. Tbe UK dement of 
sales is 37 per cent a ga in st 68 
per cent 10 years ago, and the 
“car” factor a mere 6 percent. 

Industrial services and dis¬ 
tribution are fast making a 
more decided profits impact, 
and though international poli¬ 
tical peace looks like breaking 

out across Europe, GK>Ts 
defence interests remain solid. 

It holds a direct 22 per cent 
stake in Westland with which 
itisNeiyhappy." 

There should be further pre¬ 
tax profits growth there this 
year, albeit at a slower pace. 
Meanwhile, gearing at 44.6 per 

cent (35.6 per cent) which saw 
the interest charge run up 
from £21.1 million to £33.6 
million could well restrain net 
earnings. 

A likely pretax outcome of 
£225 million for a 4 per cent 
net earnings growth puts the 
■shares on 7.7 times earnings. 
But market euphoria is only 
expected to test while the 
inflation clouds hold, and the 
shares’ vulnerability to dark¬ 
ened business sentiment 
should not be forgotten. 
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Heywood Williams suffers slowdown 


By Jeremy Andrews 

Heywood W illiam*, Britain’s 
largest glass merchant and 
processor, suffered a slow¬ 
down in the second half of last 
year. Profits were up only 2 
per cent at £31 million in tbe 
year to December, despite 
being 18 per cent ahead at tbe 
interim stage. Mr Ralph 
Hinchlifie, the chairman, 


f 

blamed the deterioration on 
tbe effect of high interest rates 
on the home improvement 
market 

Turnover rose by 9 percent 
to £306 millio n and fully 
diluted earnings per share 
were up onlylLlp at 32.8p. 
The final dividend is to rise 
(L5pto8p. 

The trading setback in 
Britain was more marked as 


about £1 million was gained 
from the sale and iwwhprir of 
some properties. The 
contribution from Heywood*s 
US camper window business 
was £1 minion up at ra.Smn. 
Eon and there was an addi¬ 
tional £500,000 from Europe 
where the company has been 

malting afi g tifrfr i nns, 

More than half of Hey- 
wood’s business comes from 


building refurbishment, a 
quarter from new construc¬ 
tion and the balance from the 
car industry. Mr Hinchlifie 
sard that the downturn was 
“pretty well uniform.” Mar¬ 
gins were affected more than 
volume but the problems were 
exacerbated by Heywood rais¬ 
ing the capacity of its glass¬ 
processing operations by a 
third in the past 12 months. 


BUSINESS ROUNDUP 


Fairey Group jumps 
by 43% to £ 12.5m 

Fairev Group, boosted by continued Involvement hi the 
refurbishment of the National Grid, saw pretax profits spurt 

43 per ceiri to n25aiItioa to tircsrcw to December* 

Electronics and electrical po»w ®ctiW^contnbrted 00.6 
million in sales ont of group romowof 03^ nOKm (Oil 
million). The filtration and spocrahzed eeramks dWsfen 
unfits lumped 63 per cent to £13 mlllioa, but defence 
SSs million against £2* million. A fiaal of 5p 
makes7.4p on earnings of 24.7p. Ctamly NatfW expects 
£145 million pre-tax this year giving earnings oT28Jp. 

Life Sciences Mersey dock 
results record profits slump 



Life Sciences, tire laboratory 
equipment group, increased 
pre-tax profits 47 per cent to 
a record £9 million for tbe 
year ending December, on 
turnover of £582 million 
(£433 million). Three ac¬ 
quisition* contributed £1 
million pre-tax. Tbe total 
dividend rose 44 per cent to 
23p (1.6p) on earnings of 
6.2p (4L4p). 


Last year's nat i o n al dock 
strike cost the Mersey 
Docks A Harbour Company 
almost £14 miUtat in bet 
cargoes and redundancy pay¬ 
ments, according to the com¬ 
pany. Pre-tax profits ha the 
year to Dec em ber fell by 24 
per cent to £43 million. A 
maiden final dividend of 
2J&3p a share took total 
dividends to 4.V6p a share. 


T&L sale raises £57m 

Tate & Lyle* tbe sugar and sweeteners group, is to refee £56J 
million by selling unitank, h$ bulk liquid storage business, 
bringing total proceeds from a series of disposals since 
September to £27 5 milli on. Tbe asset sales are designed to cut 
net borrowings of £770 raiHkw at year-end. 

Unitank, which made operating profits of £5 3 million on 
sales of £21 million in tire year to September, has been sold to 
GATX Terminals of the US. The salepats Tate on track to 
reduce gearing to about 100 per cent by year-end, down from 
X59 per cent last September. 


Millwall pubs 
bid success 

MiBwaB has declared its £10 
million hid for Tavern Lei¬ 
sure, ttepab group, uncondi¬ 
tional as to acceptiuiees after 
winning control of more than 
81 per cent of the shuts. 
MillwaD has received accep¬ 
tances from 73£ per cent of 
Tavern shareholders to add 
to the 7.5 per cent it acquired 
since the start of the offer. 


Two more go 
from Sintrom 

Sotran fen X3p to 52p after 
Mr Ian McQuaitie. finance 
director, and Mr John 
Watts, marketing director, 
resigned over "policy dif¬ 
ferences" surrounding tire 
computer services company. 
The departures follow the 
resignation, also over poBcy 
differences, of Mr Teny 
Cave as chief executive. 
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COMPANY RESULTS IN BRIEF 


GALLfFORD 


Dflnt) 

Pre-tax £4.07m (£3.92m) 
EPS: 3-47p (3.67p) 

Dir. 0.95p(0.85p) 

METAL BULLETIN (Rn) 
Pre-tax £1.41m (£1.30m) 
EPS: tO.lp (9.7p) 
Dir.3J9p mkg 6p (5.3p) 
PICKWICK GROUP (Rn) 
Pre-tax £4.40m (£3.31 m) 
£PSr12.6p(9.8p) 
D/vc3pmkg4J2Sp 
DOMESTIC ft GEN. (Int) 
Pre-tax: £1 AGm (21.04m) 
EPS: 12.84p (9.49p) 

One 3.5p (2,75p) 

WILLIAM SINCLAIR (Int) 
Pre-tax £1.45m (21.12m) 
EPS: 6.0p (4.6p> 

Drv: 1.5p (1.25p) 

SUTTON DIST. WATER 
Pre-tax: £0.31 m (£0.19m) 


Turnover dimbed by 18 per cent to 
£97.1 m in the half-year. Company 
expects a “satisfactory" 
result for the fun year. 

Company reports that the positive 
trends experienced in the second 
half of 1989 are still present 
Turnover £9J97m (£9.21 m). 

Last year’s total dividend was 3J25p. 
Chairman says group has significant 
market presence in aU product 
areas. Turnover £53.3m (£41.5m). 

Turnover up 46 per cent to 
£11.9m. investment income up 70 
per cent to £1.83m. Gross premiums 
rose 56.8 per cent £9.86m. 

Company is investing in a project 
aimed at producing a range of 
recycled organic products for 
gardeners and landscapers. 

Final results. Turnover up 24 per . 
cent to £7-83m. Exceptional charges 


EPS: N/A 
D/kN/A 

WESTMINSTER CTY. PRP. 
Pre-tax: £D.Q9m (£Q.33m) 

ss*r 

INSTEM (Tin) 

Pre-tax: £0.88m (£0.68m) 
EPS:12L9p (9.7p) 
Dnc1J5pmkg 2Jp 

LAWTEX (Int) 

Pre-tax Loss £83JX)Q 
LPS: 22n (EPS 53p) 

Dlv : 0.5p (0.5p) 

TLS RANGE (Fin) 

Pre-tax El.03m (£Q.77m) 
EPS: 5.2p (5.2p) 

Drv: 1.8p 

WHINNEY MACKAY (Int) 
Pre-tax: £0.15m (£0.38m) 
EPS: T.3p (4_3p) - 

Dhr. 1.6p(1.6p) 


of £778.000, against £253,000 
last time. 

Interim results. Turnover, excluding 
joint ventures, dimbed by 24 per 
cent to £1 -47m. No tax charge due to 
over-provision in previous years. 
Last year's total dividend was 2 JSp. 

Turnover increased to £8m(£7.56m). 

Comparative figures are for the 
33 weeks to end-Decamber, 1988. 

Last year's pre-tax profit was 
£218jQ0Q. The company said 1989*8 
dry and sunny weather severely 
affected its umbrella business. 

Company says thd beneficial 
effects of acquisitions made last 
year wfli be felt mainly in 1990. 
Turnover upat £6.36m (£4.39m). 
Company is buying Hoggett 
Lock-Necrews for £1 An and also 
plans disposal of Johnson 
Jackson Jeff to its management 


SKF1989 Results 




SKF profits 
increase 63% 



Year to December 31,1989 


Swedish Sterling 
Increase Kronor equivalent 


Income after financial inoome ainS expense *' 

.+€3% 

2^t70zn 


Earnings per slhare .• • . 

\ +56% ' 

14,15 


Proposed dividend per share ! v." •'' V. • 



;■QM 


In accordance with the longerterm strategic making a major investment in a mIHng 
goals to balance manufacturing with sales bearing factory in Malavsia which will 
in each major market of the world, SKF is commence production in 1$91. 


For a copy of the 1989 Annual Report, please contact SKF GioupPubiic Affairs 
S-415 50, Goteborg, Sweden, Tel +46 (31) 371000 

Average rate of exchange for 1989:1 GBP * 10.54 Skr. 
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. successful offioe is not just four walls and a desk. However, turn on the Tandy 3000 NL, complete with 
Microsoft Works, and you are immediately in business . Works is a single program that effortlessly integrates the 
most useful business applications - word processing, database management, spreadsheets, with graphics and 
communications, allowing you to perform dozens of everyday jobs, without constantly changing disks or 
programs. For example, you could write a sales letter to your customers, include discount offers that Works 
helped you calculate, add a graph that Worts drew for you showing how sales have improved, and then print 
personalised versions for each customer, from details that Worts keeps neatly on disk. So if you're in business 
you'll find nothing gets your jobs done fester or easier. The3000NL, an extraordinary flexible tool for solving just 
about any everyday problem. 1 

> You don't need to be a best seller to discover that the Tandy 4000 is an unbeatable aid togood writilffl 

Complete with Top Copy Plus, the award winning word processing software, you can now produce report, 
C.V.X letters, and the odd novel, with a professionalism that before youmay have considered just fieri™ 

Tandy 3800 NL-TOMB Metro System pirn PMP-4M P vi nb i fflTtoaft 
Tandy NL - 20 MB Colour System pbu DMP-44Q Primrr mi 

■ •WMB Coton-System pin LP-16M Laser Primcr£3295.AQ 
' VAT«IS%ltk>«UHto*»ltoN| 


® IxtaTAN UJL Ul, Ttody Owtre. Lsmoire Luw 
HO Aad Ask For Fntfkim Tapty CtoRRnm. 
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Polygram makes record 
profit as CD sales climb 


'There is no chance of a fell in 
•The (nice of compact discs, 
which is likely to continue to 
increase in line with inflation, 
according to the president of 
Polygram, the third largest 
record company in the world 
and the largest outside the US. 

Mr David Fine was an¬ 
nouncing record 1989 figures 
from Polygram, which made 
its debut in December on the 
New York and Amsterdam 
markets, raising $560 million. 
About 80 percent of the com¬ 
pany is still held by Philips, 
the Dutch electronics group. 

Pre-tax profits rose to 515 
million guilders (£163 mil¬ 
lion) from FI 385 million in 
the year to end-December, on 


By Marfa Waller 


sales up from FI 3,426 milium 
to FI 4,105 million. There is 
no dividend - a FI 100 mil¬ 
lion payment was made to 
Philips before the float 

The majority of sates, about 
68 per cent, were from pop 
music, with the two best- 
selling albums last year com¬ 
ing from Fine Young Canni¬ 
bals, with sates of 5 million, 
and Tears for Fean. 

Mr Fine saw little prospect 
of a London listing for 
Polygram, as this would in¬ 
volve the release of more 
shares by its Dutch parent 
The extent of the company in 
US hands has slipped since the 
float from 93. per cent to 43 
per cent, with Japanese in¬ 


stitutions showing strong in¬ 
terest in owning the shares. 

The proportion of sales 
accounted for by compact 
discs rose from 29 per cent in 
1988 to 37 per cent last year, 
against just 20 per cent for the 
traditional LP. 

Mr Fine attacked “irres¬ 
ponsible’' criticism of record 
companies inflating the price 
of their CDs, claiming that CD 
margins were no higher than 
on other products, and fait 
without its profits from CDs 
effectively cross-subsidizing 
other formats Polygram could 
not afford to record on cas¬ 
sette and LP. 

By 1992 CD sates world¬ 
wide were likely to go through 


the 1 billion level, overtaking 
other formats, he added. 

“There's no evidence what¬ 
soever that the public isn't 
buying CDs. 1 don't think the 
price of fiiD-price CDs win go 
down.” 

Polygram spent about $250 
million last year on its artists 
and is set to repeat this invest¬ 
ment this year. Last year it 
acquired Island Records for 
$272 minion, and during the 
six months it was under Poly¬ 
gram's ownership it made a 
negative impact alter financ¬ 
ing costs to the figures- 

At the end of the year 
Polygram acquired A&M for 
$460 million in a much- 
needed expansion in the US. 


Gent and Lego build up outlets 


By GOlian Bowditch 
S R Gent, die Marks and 
■ Spencer clothing supplier, has 
.signed a deal with Lego to 
' make a range of Lego brand 
children's wear for the Ameri¬ 
can market. 

' Gent already makes the 
:Lego clothes for Marks and 
; Spencer and has recently fen- 
; trod need the range in Ger-. 
•many. The US Lego clothes 
■will be designed in London, 
'■made in North ramima and 
!go on sale nationwide.' Mr 
'Peter Wolff, chairman and 
Joint chief executive, says that, 
'when established, fa business 
*honM add more than $10 
^million to turnover. 

; Pre-tax profits for fa six 
months to December 1989 rose 
*33.1 per cent to £1.36 million 
joo turnover up 12^ per cent to 
£585 mfltioa. Earning* per 
share rose 21 per cent to 2l3p 
and fa interim is up 25 per 
centat 1.25p. 


Cowie dips 
to£16m 

The heavy cost of financing its 
52.000-car contract hire fleet 
and losses in its commercial 
vehicle rental operations 
caused profits at T Cowie, the 
motor dealer, to fall £9 million 
in the second hai£ leaving the 
pre-tax total 36 per cent lower 
at £16.1 million in the year to 
December. Fully-diluted earn¬ 
ings per share fell by a third to 
10.9p and the final dividend 
drops from 4p to 3p. 

Mr Tom Cowie, the founder 
and chairman, dented the 
dividend cut was because the 
company is having problems 
servicing its.£320 million of 
borrowings. He said the total 
dividend of 43p gave a yield 
of more than 10 per cent with 
the shares at 52p. 

Cowie's interest charge rose 
£16 million to £38 million. 

ISS success 

■The recommended offer for 
iMainmet, the meter equip- 
Iment group, was declared 
unconditional as ISS, the Dan¬ 
ish cleaning group, won con¬ 
trol, of 77.3 per cent after 
receiving acceptances from 
66.3 per cent of investors. 

Mosaic grows 

Mosaic Investments, the ind- 
usuijal" holding company, is 
buying Iddon, Bailey. Hey- 
dinger Advertising & Design 
for opto ££22 million. 
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Seeking monster turnover Peter Wolff at the Science Museum Lego exhibition in London. 

OFT studies debit Ricardo 
card complaints . « r n jeC r? 


By Nell Bennett 


The Office of Fair Trading is 
to look into Switch, fa elec¬ 
tronic debit card, after com¬ 
plaints from Barclays and 
Lloyds banks that it is anti¬ 
competitive: 

Mr Seymour Fortescue, 
Barclays' director of personal 
banking, has written to Sir 
Gordon Borne, chairman of 
the OFT, saying Switch “re¬ 
stricts the bank's ability to 
compete.” Tins follows the 
rejection of Barclays’ applica¬ 
tion to join Switch. 

Switch is owned jointly by 
Midland, National . West¬ 


minster and the Royal Bank of 
Scotland. Mr ‘Andrew 
Waldman, Switch's new chair¬ 
man, is expected to be ques¬ 
tioned by the OFT next week. 

The Switch banks have 
demanded that Barclays and 
Lloyds make Switch their 
main debit card, but Barclays 
is inri<cring on keeping its 
Connect Visa card. 

At present, Barclays can 
only offer Visa and. Master¬ 
card merchant acquisition to 
retailers, while Switch mem¬ 
bers can process payments 
from all three systems. 


Writs against former 
Eagle Trust directors 


By Jeremy Andrews 


On the eve of the publication 
of its long-delayed 1988 ac¬ 
counts, Eagle Trust, the en¬ 
gineering and film camera 
group, is taking action against 
seven former directors. 

It arises out of the compa¬ 
ny's involvement in a failed 
parcels carrier and a luxury 
vehicle builder in America 
which led to £53 million 
losses. 

The writs are against Mr 
Leslie Thomas, Mr Richard 


Smith, Mr Robert Black, Mr 
Martin Baker, Dr Donald 
Hardwick^ Mr Hamish Janson 
and Mr Give Whiley alleging 
a breach of fiduciary duty and 
duty of doll and care as 
directors. In the case of Mr 
Richard Smith, the writ also 
alleges fraud. 

The accounts are likely to be 
heavily qualified by Eagle’s 
auditors. Peat Marwick Mo- 
Lintock, when they are pub¬ 
lished this morning. 


Scott does 
the decent 




THE TIMES CITY DIARY 


Gunks Scott, a corporate 
financier at BZW and one of 
the three sons of Sir James 
Scott. Lord Lieutenant of 
Hampshire, was the hero of 
the Unlisted Securities Market 
dinner— for 1.200 people — 3t 
the Grosvenor House Hotel 
on Tuesday. Having paid £100 
for just one ticket in an up¬ 
market raffle to win a £13.500 
Scimitar sports car- the latest 
model, donated by its USM- 
quoted manufacturer. Reliant 
- Scott, aged 35. won the 
prize. It was especially cov¬ 
eted by the assembled diners 
since it bore the registration 
plate “USM I” — donated by 
another USM company. Alan 
Paul, the Liverpool hairdress¬ 
ing group— which boosted the 
total value by another £25.000 
or so. But Soon, who normally 
drives around in a somewhat 
more staid Volvo estate, 
admitted that the winning 
ticket had been bought “with 
corporate money” and gal¬ 
lantly handed the prize back, 
to be auctioned by guest 
speaker Jeffrey Archer in aid 
of the chosen charity of the 
evening, fa NSPCC. In the 
event it fetched £77.000 with 
USM-quoied Xtra-vision — 
an Irish-based chain of video 
rental shops - bidding against 
Blenheim Exhibitions. The 
eventual buyer was Richard 
Murphy 1 . 29-year-old chair¬ 
man ofXira-vision. whose net 
worth is already estimated to 
be in the region of£! 0 million. 
With a total of £125.000 thus 
raisedforebarity. Scott, whose 
brother Alex trains race 
horses, and whose Victorian 


Dewe wins a C T Yes B’ 


One man's loss is another 
man's gain — as WPP subsid¬ 
iary JW Thompson discovered 
yesterday. For despite fielding 
Chris Jones, chief executive of 
JWT, in its team to pitch for 
the business, it lost its £15 
million TSB account after 
more *ha« 10 years. The victor 
in the pitching battle was 
Dewe Rogerson. better known 
as a financial PR agency. 
“People always think of us as 
a PR agency, but in fact, for 

family pile. Rotherfield Park, 
encompasses-a large number 
of Hampshire acres, tells me: 
“There is more glory in dwng 
that than riding around in a 
little red sports car.” 



“Come down to Harrods. 
and I'll show you 
what happens to lads 
who tell lies’* 


fa past eight years, fa single 
biggest source of income fur 
the group has been advertis¬ 
ing,” bemoans Anthony Car¬ 
lisle, chief executive of Dewe 
Rogerson and an “ad” man 
himself. Dewe Rogerson has 
already dose some work for 
TSB Group, but never for the 
high-spending TSB Bank be¬ 
fore. “We handled its share 
offer campaign, the one with 
bowler bats, and the T Yes B 
campaign last year.” he said. 

Not grousing 

It might be a little unfair to the 
creatures — and animal rights 
activists continue to complain 
— but shooting and stalking in 
Scotland generates about £78 
million a year and creates the 
equivalent of 7.212 full-time 
jobs, according to a new 
report The survey, by the 
Fraser of Allander Institute at 
Strathclyde University, was 
commissioned by the British 
Association for Shooting and 
Conservation — who else? — 
and the Scottish Development 
Agency. And it also concludes 
that foreigners — and City 
gents — who visit Scotland for 
the shooting tend to spend 
more than ordinary tourists. 
By a not inconsiderable 
amount Apparently they will 
happily folk out up to £ 10,000 
per person per week on top- 
quality grouse shooting and 
deerstalking. 


rejects 
180p offer 

By Oht City Staff 

Ricardo- Group, fa Sussex- 
based engine designer, has 
rejected a I80p all-paper ap¬ 
proach from its 15 per cent 
shareholder. First Technol¬ 
ogy. the security and safety 
systems group. 

First Technology, which 
lost a 170p bid for Ricardo a 
year ago, said a new bid would 
not be made unless it was 
recommended. It is unhappy 
about Ricardo's agreed merger 
with SAC International 
which, it says, values Ricardo 
at 135p and which would 
dilute its stake to about 6 per 
cent. . 

Ricardo's shares rose 18p to 
155p yesterday. 

First Technology intends to 
vote against the merger with 
SAC International at an 
extraordinary meeting on 
Monday. It will tell other 
Ricardo shareholders that if 
the merger is not voted 
through it will ■ renew its 
approach. 

Dr Doug Taylor, chairman 
of Ricardo, said the offer of 
180p a share fell far short of 
the premium necessary to ac¬ 
quire control of the business. 

The merger with SAC Inter¬ 
national was consistent with 
Ricardo's long-term strategy 
and was in the best interests of 
Ricardo's shareholders. 

Toast of 
the Savoy 

At a reunion lunch for past 
and present employees of the 
press office of the • Savoy 
Hotel, hosted by MD Giles 
Shepard, it was revealed that it 
was that office which formed 
the basis of the British Tourist 
Authority. After the First 
World War. it campaigned for 
a “Brighter London.” which 
developed into the “Come to 
Britain” movement and fi¬ 
nally the BTA. Adding to the 
historical intrigue, both melba 
toast and peche melba were on 
the menu — recalling days 
when Australian diva Dame 
Nellie Melba regularly took a 
suite there. She apparently 
had erratic eating habits, feast¬ 
ing and starving on alternate 
days. To accommodate this, 
then Savoy head chef Auguste 
Escoffier invented melba toast 
for her “thin days” and peebe 
melba for “fat days ” My 
source also let slip that the 
man who could perhaps be 
described as Dame Nellie's 
contemporary counterpart. 
Luciano Pavarotti, is staving 
at the hotel — his fovourite — 
this week. 

• Lord King's son-in-law. 
Melvyn Marckus. better 
known as the City editor of 
The Observer, breathed a sigh 
of relief when the DTI report 
on the Fayed takeover of 
Harrods was finally published. 
Fiye years ago. before the 
responsibilities of marriage, 
he pledged, in an open letter 
that he would resign "should it 
eventually be proven” that the 
Fayeds had used their own 
money to .buy House of 
Fraser. “I'm very relieved,” he 
admits. 

Carol Leonard 


Banks fail 
to halt 
dollar 
advance 

! By Colin Narbrongh 

Economics Correspondent 

A renewed assault on .fa 
dollar by the central banks 
foiled to force the US currency 
down more than; temporarily 
against fa sagging yen and the 
shaky West German mark. 

Though yesterday's inter¬ 
vention by 13 central hanks, 
spearheaded by the Bundes¬ 
bank-brought .the dollar down 
during the European day, it 
finished 0.80 of a pfennig 
higher at DM1.7080 and 0.75 
of a yen firmer at Y15I.20. 

Sidelined by the action, fa 
pound slipped 02 of a point 
on its trade-weighted index to 
end at 87.8, off fa day's low. 
It was nearly a cent lower at 
$1.64 and more than half a 
pfennig down at DM2.7995. 

The anti-dollar campaign 
comes as foreign exchange 
markets await an early rise in 
Ja pa n ese interest rates,' prob¬ 
ably to be followed by a 
s imilar move in West Ger¬ 
many. The central banks, 
i nH^ing the R?'nfr of Eng¬ 
land, sold dollars for yen and 
marks, underlining a fresh 
commitment by the Group of 
Seven leading economies to 
prevent excessive decline of 
the yen and mark. 

Meeting at Nagoya, Japan, 
senior officials reaffirmed 
GTs commitment to combat¬ 
ing depredation of the two 
currencies, fearful that further 
decline would make it more 
difficult-for Japan and West 
Germany to achieve a desired 
adjustment in trade flows. 

Meanwhile, figures out yes¬ 
terday showed sharp rises in 
West Germany's trade surplus ’ 
and output in January. 

• In contrast to other recent 
surveys, fa Institute of Direc¬ 
tors' bi-monthly survey re¬ 
ports a “marked upturn” in 
business confidence and signs 
of a surge in investment in the 
next six months. 

CRH jumps to 
pre-tax £76m 

Pre-tax profits at CRH, the 
Irish building materials group, 
rose by 27 per cent to ln£80.6 
million (£76.7 million) in 
1989. CRH spent Ir£70.4 mil¬ 
lion on acquisitions and 
investments and in January it 
paid Ir£48 million to Anglo 
United for Coalite Building 
Supplies. Last month it paid 
lr£l3 million for three build¬ 
ing product companies in the 
United States. 

CRH is to launch two 
convertible capital bonds, 
raising Ir£75 million and $72 
million. Shareholders are of¬ 
fered b£l nominal of fa Irish 
issue for every 3.809 ordinary. 

A second interim of 3.5p 
makes 5.25p against 4.5p. 


[COMMENT] 


No more slips for Gas 
in Canadian market 


R obert Evans who succeeded the 
combative Sir Denis Rooke as 
British Gas chairman last year, 
has more than a little to prove with the 
planned purchase of Toronto-based 
Consumers Gas. After the fiasco with 
Bow Valley, the Canadian exploration 
and production company, plus another 
.aborted bid in New Zealand, Mr Evans 
can hardly afford a slip if he is to retain 
credibility with his City fan-club. 

Unlike the Bow Valley foray, the 
latest attempt to buy into Canada has 
not been unduly rushed under pressure 
of the need to be seen doing something 
post-privatization. The interested par¬ 
ties have been talking since November. 
The target company has the added 
attraction, unlike Bow Valley, of being a 
gas transmission company, the core 
business of British Gas. where the bulk 
of its experience and expertise lies. 

With 82 per cent of the common stock 
pledged, from a single holder, British 
Gas has little but regulatory hurdles to 
fear though, of course, anything could 
happen in the obligatory tender offer 
period. Mr Evans appears to have 
selected a favourable regulatory regime 
which allows profits made within ah 
agreed price structure and capital return 
targets to be retained. Consumers Gas 
seems to be well run for it has managed 
to beat the return on capital targets 
regularly in recent years. 

There will be negligible dilution in 
year one and a reasonable contribution 
thereafter. The price, five times cash 
flow and 11 limes historic earnings per 
share, is also a sensible one which will 
win plaudits from Gas shareholders. 
The group’s progress may have looked 
pedestrian in recent years. But in these 
dull days for British industry, the 15 per 
cent earnings growth expected for Gas 
this year and next become relatively 
much more attractive. Add in the 1991 
prospective yield of about 7.6 per cent 
and the shares look well worth holding. 

Pulling the RUG 

T he non-executive directors of 
Really Useful Group have ac¬ 
cepted the inevitable and are 
recommending the offer from Mr- 
Andrew Lloyd Webber, the composer, 
to take the company private again at 
233p a share. As has been pointed out 
before, with Mr Lloyd Webber sitting on 
a controlling 52.5 per cent, they had 
little choice. 

Investors can have few quibbles with 
the shares* performance, having bought 
in at the equivalent of 1 lOp in 1986. but 
they might not wish to be bundled 
towards the exit at a prospective 
earnings multiple of just 13 times, on 
RUG’s own profits forecast. 

Interim results to end-December 
show pre-tax profits of £4.66 million 
against £2.79 million and a forecast of at 
least £9.5 million for the current year. . 
There is no interim dividend. 


There is also the small matter of the 
asset valuation. Wertheim Schroder, on 
behalf of the non-executives and minor¬ 
ity shareholders and in its exercise-of the 
notoriousIy-difficuU science of valua¬ 
tion of - intellectual property, came, up 
with a figure of £50 million to £60 
million for the Lloyd Webber copyrights 
under the company's control 
RUG has about £10 million cash in 
the bank and its Palace Theatre is 
valued at £7 million. Liabilities are 
“negligible,” we are told, but are 
sufficient to put Mr Lloyd Webber’s £77 
million offer at a slight premium to net 
assets. 

It seems a pity that Schroders did not 
go the whole hog and produce a net asset 
value for the world to see in all its naked 
glory. The independent directors admit 
that the offer does not include the kind 
of premium which might have been the 
shareholders' right if Mr Lloyd Webber 
did not have control 
Investors might do well to remember 
the whole sorry affair the next time a 
hyped-up media group controlled by a 
show business household name starts 
eyeing their money. 

Hitch for Indosuez 

T he City held its breath for Banquc 
Indosuez to fanfare its heavily- 
leaked acquisition of Gan more, 
the fund manager, yesterday, but it was 
greeted with silence. The £130 million 
deal has hit a classic last-minute hitch. 
The problem is a group of 60 from 
Gartmore's senior management who 
represent the core of the company’s 
marketing skill. If they leave. Indosuez 
would not be left with much for its 
money. 

So the French bank is negotiating new 
contracts with them, presumably offer¬ 
ing packages generous enough to con¬ 
vince them that their new parent is a 
good thing. At the same time. 
Indosuez's negotiators are soothing any 
nerves that the new set-up will rob 
Gartmore of its dealing independence 
and push it closer to WI Carr. 
Indosuez's London broker. Talks are 
behind schedule and Indosuez has 
cancelled its London roadshow but the 
deal should be completed this afternoon 
or Friday at the latest 
Unfortunately, M Antoine Jeancourt- 
Galignani, Indosuez's chairman, will 
not be in London to celebrate his latest 
acquisition: he has a pressing engage¬ 
ment in Istanbul. There, he and M 
Etienne Davignon. head of Belgium's 
Generate de Banquc. are opening 
Euroturk. their joint-venture bank in 
the country. The day will be filled with 
meetings with the governor of the bank 
of Turkey and even a short chat with Mr 
Turgut Ozal, the country' president. 
Turkey’s expanding economy is a 
promising market for Indosuez. and M 
Jeancourt-Galignani has been forced to 
reveal his priorities. 


The AA gave 
Trafford Park 

a very 
good quote. 


"For tomton* in Trafford 


Cheaper property costs, how 


-Park? the Automobile Assocla- does that sound? And a location 
tion advise, "Great Britain is that's just a few minutes drive 


well and truly their oyster.They 
have one of the best motorway 
systems in the country? 

So it's a rather handy place 
to find one of the country's 
most exciting new development 


from Manchester, Britain's 
second financial centre. 

Withovertwo million square 
feet available, there's a large 
variety of sites and buildings 
to choose from, too. 

And grants are also Ovail- 


Of course, the very best able for qualifying' companies. 


road and air communications 


Perhaps you'd like to call 


(Manchester's one of the fastest- Derek Farmer on 061-848 0404 

growing airports In Europe) for more information, 
aren't the only good raasons You can be sure he'll give 


why you should 


move to Trafford Park. 


for more information. 

You can be sure he'll give 
you a good quote, a very very 
good quote. 



WHERE BUSINESSES WORK 
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How the Fayeds ‘repeatedly lied’ 



The Government appointed 
inspectors to investigate the 
takeover of House of Fraser by the 
Egyptian Fayed brothers after the 
Fayeds’ claim that the 
£615 million bid could be met 
from their own resources was 
questioned The following gives 
the full conclusions of the 


inspectors* findings 


T! 


T he Fayeds dishonestly 
misrepresented their ori¬ 
gins, their wealth, their 
business interests and 
their resources to the 
Secretary of State, the OFT, the 
Press, the HOF Board and HOF 
. shareholders, and their own 
advisers. 

During;- the course of our in¬ 
vestigations we received evidence 
from the Fayeds, under solemn 
affirmation and in written memo¬ 
randa, which was false and which 
the Fayeds knew to be false. In 
addition, the Fayeds produced a 
set of documents they knew to be 
false* This false evidence related 
mainly, but not exclusively; to 
their background their past busi¬ 
ness activities and the way in 
which they came to be in control . 
of enormous funds in the autumn 
of 1984 ami the spring of 1985. 

The Fayeds had at their disposal 
on 31 October 1984 deposits of 
£50.5 million and $330 million at 
Royal Bank of Scotland C*RBS”) 
in London and $225 nuhion in 
cash and securities at a Swiss 
bank. We have seen no credible 
evidence to explain how the 
Fayeds came to control such sums. 
We are of the view that these 
sums, or at any cate a huge part of 
them, were not beneficially owned 
by the Fayeds and had come under 
their control not long before 
October 1984. 

Because of those Hnuts on our 
powers we have been unable to 
discover conclusive evidence to 
prove the source of the funds 
which were used in the ac¬ 
quisition. We do consider that 
there is any reasonable chance that 
we would uncover such evidence 
if we continued oar investigations 
any longer. The evidence before 
us, however, indicates that it is 
likely that die Fayeds used their 
association with the Sultan of 
Brunei and the opportunities af¬ 
forded to them by the possession 
of wide powers of attorney from 
the Sultan of Brunei to enable 
them to acquire those funds. 

The lies which the Fayeds were 
telling about themselves and their 
resources were given a credibility 
they would not have otherwise 
attained when they were repeated 
by their very reputable advisers. 
Their advisers accepted at face 
value what they were told by the 
Fayeds. In our opinion they did 
not tafre sufficient steps to check 
the accuracy of what they were 
told. 

The Fayeds were allowed to 
proceed with die acquisition of 
HOF by ATT without reference to 
the MMC for further inquiry (or 
other Government hindrance) 
because: 

It has been Government policy, 
following a statement in July 
1984, that references to the MMC 
should be made primarily on 
competition grounds. Ministers 
were readily satisfied that no such 
grounds existed in this case. The 
practical effect of this policy was 
that references to the MMC on 
other grounds involving the public 
interest were only made in really 
exceptional cases. An example of 
such a case would be one in which 


vital strategic interests are at 
stake, HOF was not regarded as 
one of these. 

The Secretary of State saw no 
practical alternative but to accept 
the re pre sen tati ons and assur¬ 
ances which were made to him, 
and in particular those which he 
and his officials saw aa having 
been made by the Fayeds, 
Kletnwarts and. Herbert Smith, 
coupled with the comfort he 
derived from die recommenda¬ 
tion ofthe Fayeds* bid by the HOF 
Board, and Warburgs. 

BUSINESS INTERESTS & 
INCOME GENERATION 

The OFT, and subsequently the 
DTL were left with a seriously 
misleading i mpr es si on of the 
Fayeds* business interests and 
wealth after an oral session at the 
OFT on 11 March 1985 attended 
by the Fayeds, Kktinworts and 
Herbert Smith which was followed 
by a factually wrong written 
submission acc ompan ied by <pn 4 - 
ified letters of. support from 
Klein worts and Herbert Smith. 

We consider that two press 
releases winch stated that the 
Fayed family “has widespread 
international interests including, 
in particula^'Ship-owning, luxury 
hotels, construction, oil, oil ser¬ 
vices, banking and property 1 *, 
conveyed an entirely wrong im¬ 
pression and were likely to 
mislead. 

J t) Shipowning — The Fayeds 
y owned two 1,600ton roll-on 
roll-off Mediterranean c ar go fer¬ 
ries and I4ve*sds which they lad 
recently bought as part of a snail 
enterprise in Dubai which pro¬ 
vided services to the local offshore 
Oil industry. 

<m Luxury Hotels — The 
Fayeds owned only one luxury 
hotel, die Ritz Hotel in Paris. 

(iii) Construction — The 
Fayijds* involvement a$ middle¬ 
men in connection with construc¬ 
tion projects in Dubai and other 
countries in the United Arab 
Emirates had ended for all prac¬ 
tical purposes at the end of the 
1970s, and in 1984-85 they had no 
current involvement at alL 

(iv) Oil - The Fayeds had small 
(6 per cent and 16 per cent) 
minority interests in two on 
concessions in Abu Dhabi. These 
had been granted in 1980 and 
1981 and their exploitation since 
that time had not yielded 
commercial quantities of oiL In 
1984-85 the concessions were of 
no value. 

(v) (Ml services — The Fayeds 
owned one very small British 
company which yielded a profit 
for the first time (of £8,000) in 
1985 and the smaB company in 
Dubai which is mentioned under 
(0 above which had been loss¬ 
making prior to 1984. 

(vi) Banking — The Fayeds 
owned a 4.9 per cent stake in a 
Texas bank with a value of $8.7 
million in March 1985. 

(vii) Property — The Fhyeds 
owned quite valuable interests in 
property, particularly in Great 
Britain, USA and France. The 
underijring capital value of their 
interests in some of these prop- 




\ 


! l 


ernes had appreciated since they 
were acquired, but none of them 
were wealth-producing an d foe 
Fayeds did not suggest that they 
were. 

The Fayeds represented in 
March 1985 that they were inter¬ 
national businessmen who, from 
the profits of their businesses, lad 
accumulated in their central lank 
accounts at Compagnie de Festictn 
et de Banque Gonet $ A (“Banque 
Godot**) in Switzerland sufficient 
fends to acquire HOF without 
having to borrow any money at 
alL We are of the very dear 
opinion that none of the activities 
of the Fayeds of which we have 
been told generated sufficient cash 
for the Fayeds to have been In a 
position to acquire HOF, or any 
substantial part of it, with their 
own funds. 

0) We received no worthwhile 
evidence to support their claim 
that by the time they left Egypt in 
1962 they had accumulated £20 
million, mostly inherited wealth, 
and we reject that claim; 

(ii) Shipowning and shipping — 

(a) The profits which the Fayed 
companies made on the two cargo 
ferries were extinguished by fee 
interest payments on the loans 
feey incurred; 

(b) The profits of their Gilnavi 
and Geaavcogroupsofcompanies 
were negligible in the context of 
fee sums required to buy HOF; 

(c) In 1984 their Dubai com¬ 
pany, International -Marine Ser¬ 
vices (IMS), made a profit of £1.1 
million which was negligible in 
that context. 

(in) Luxury hotels — The Ritz 
Hotel, Paris made a loss on 
ordinary activities in fee years 
1983-85 and fee Fayeds never 
suggested feat it was fee source of 
the funds they used to acquire 
HOF.- 

(iv) Construction — We are 
satisfied that Mohamed did not 
retain commissions in excess of 
£50 minion net, spread over IS 
years, in connection wife con¬ 
struction contracts in Dubai and 
other Emirate Stales. Even on his 


own story fee funds from this 
source did not exceed about £85' 
million. 

(v) Ofl[ — The oil concessions 
generated no income at all and 
were not likely to. £8,4 minion had 
been realized on the sale of half of 
the Fayed interests in one of the 
concessions in theeaziy 1980s. 

(vi) Oil services — See (fiXc) 
above for IMS: their British 
company made * profit of £8,000 
in 1985. 

(vii) Banking — The dividends - 
from their National Bancshares : 
Corporation shares were negligible 
in the context ofthesums required 
to buy HOF. 


possibility very carefully. We have 
no hesitation in concluding that 
this story is untrue. 

ASSETS 

The Fayeds* assets were worth a 
fraction of whai they portrayed to 
the public. They were certainly not 
worth “several biQioa dollars’*, as 
a director of KJeutwom said on 
television on 10 March 1985. 
Although the Fayeds were rich by 
the standards of the average man, 
they had assets of only modest 
value ia the context of a £600 
miffiou cash acquisition. Tire 
largest values which they attrib¬ 
uted to their assets in 1985, and 


6 The lies which the Fayeds were 
telling about themselves and their 
resources were given a credibility 
they would not have otherwise 
attained when they were repeated 
by their very reputable advisors. 9 


(vin) Property — The Fayeds 
tokl us that their property was not 
purchased for its income-generat¬ 
ing ability but for capital apprecia¬ 
tion. The income from their 
business interests in property was 
negligible in the context of the 
sums required to buy HOF. 

Ox) Other — Other business 
interests which yielded income 
werea right to receive commission 
on safes of Gulfstream aircraft in 
1981-84 ($8 million), profits from 
the film Chariots of Fire ($20 
million up to 1985), and fees from 
fee management of fee Dubai 
Trade Centre (in excess of $1 
million a year). These were neg¬ 
ligible in fee context of the sums 
required to buy HOF. 

At a late stage of our investiga¬ 
tions we were told by the Fayeds 
feat fee monies deposited in RBS 
were their share from the dissolu¬ 
tion of a secret oil trading syn¬ 
dicate. We have examined this 


which they would still maintain 
today, are still hope values — 
firture expectations of a value of a 

trading name or of a reversionary 

interest in property. The values 
which were given to fee OFT and 
the DTI in March 1985 were 
greatly overstated. Nor were; or 
are, they bankable assets in fee 
context of-foe HOF acquisition. 
The figure for cash holdings which 
they gave then was plainly wrong. 

BACKGROUND 

The Fayeds are not “members of 
an old established Egyptian family 
who for more than 100 years were 
shipowners, landowners and in¬ 
dustrialists in Egypt” as was said 
of them wife their knowledge, in 
November 1984 and as was 
repeated in a draft of their oiler 
document which was provided by 
Kleinworts on 13 March 1985 to 
fee DTL After very detailed 
inquiries which were confirmed 


by a viat by a member of our staff 
to Egypt we conclude that they 
camefrom respectable but humble 
origins and are fee sons of a 
teacher. 

The Fayeds had not, as they had 
claimed to us, accumulated £20 
mOfian outside Egypt by the time 
of nationalization in 1962 from 
their inherited wealth and busi¬ 
ness interests. 

The Fayeds produced to us birth 
certificates which were false and 
which they knew tube feht They 
repeatedly lied to os about their 
family background, their early 
business life and their wealth. 

Furthermore, in the comse of 
giving their own English solidtora 
tour of properties and people 
during a visit to Egypt in Septem¬ 
ber 1987, fee Fayeds either caused 
him to obtain an incorrect im¬ 
pression of their past or allowed 
him to develop feat impression 
unchecked. He returned to Eng¬ 
land and gave his account ofwhai 
he had seen and heard to us in 
gqod faith. Very little of it stood 
up to independent inquiry. 

THE PRESS 

The true facts about the prov¬ 
enance of the Fayed** funds, or 
any evidence which came dose to 
fee true facts, were strenuously 
denied by the Fayeds, and at¬ 
tempts to investigate their fi¬ 
nances by fee Press were 
frustrated or impeded by threats of 
legal action. Much of this activity 
took place after April 1985, but fee 
steps which they took from 
November 1984 onwards (which 
included vigorous action by their 
lawyers and emphatic ptfobc state¬ 
ments which were quite untrue) to 
ferny the evidence which was 
beginning to emerge, led to a 
public acceptance of the picture 
painted by the Fayeds and their 
advisers. 

During the coarse of our in¬ 
vestigations fee Fayeds made 
serious accusations of lack of 
professional integrity against a 
responsible freelance journalist 
who had discovered the true story 
of fees* E gy ptian past. We in¬ 


quired into these allegations at 
greafo length and we reject them. - 
Certain aspects of press cover- ’ 
age in this case concern us deeply, '* 
because the overall impression~ 
created by the Press in a matter of" 
this complexity is widely accepted.- 

MANAGEMENT OF HOF 

We are of fee view feat the' 
representations made by the. 
fityeds to the Secretary of State '■ 
and others about the fiiture.* 
management of HOF were sin-!, 
corely meant at the time. Further- 1 *: 
more, we consider that Mohamed * ; : 
and Ali Fayed have taken a close - 
and personal interest in the HOF. * 
group. .. 

W e doubt, however, if’ .. 

the Fayeds have *4 

^llnn/od 1 

! 


\t\i allowed the* ’ 

W W management of*? 

T " HOF fee extensive- 

autonomy which they said they 
intended to give it. Mohamed * 
Fayed has been concerned prinnr- * 
fly with Harrods where his leader* »?4> 
ship has been, to say the least, '■= 
mercurial. Ali Fayed as Chairman 
of House of Fraser (Stores) Lim- • 
ited (“HOF (Stores)"), is mow’- 
inclined to let bis managers man* 1 '! 
age without interference. The’' 
Fayeds are more deeply involved " 
in the management of HOF than-- 
they originally said they would be. 

No undertakings were, however, 
required of them when they were 
permitted to acquire HOF without 
an MMC reference. 

There has been a large turnover * 
of senior executives in fee group, j. 
This has been due partly to fee.v 
need to inject “new Wood” into 
the group after the war of attrition .. 
wife Lonrho. A partial cause, 
however, has been the inability of. 
Mohamed Fayed to delegate or to-'.t 
leave senior directors of com- ?; 
parties within fee group with the.! 
authority they expect. 1- 

KLEINWORT BENSON 

The re presentatives of Kfcuworts^ 
accepted fee image and the 
claimed wealth of the Fayeds. To'' 
some extent they added to that jj ; 
image when they adopted earlier " J 


Tiny’s unstoppable war machine 


W hen Lonrho was 
first barred from 
bidding for 
House of Fraser, 
and hence his 
real target, Harrods, in 
December 1981, Mr Tiny 
Rowland, chief executive, said 
that he had lost a battle but 
not fee war. He was true to his 
word, malting nonsense of fee 
Monopolies . Commission's 
conclusion feat: “We do not 
think any continuing uncer¬ 
tainty would be serious 
enough to damage House of 
Fraser." 

After fee £615 million cash 
bid by Atfeyed Investment 
Trust, vehicle of Mr Mo¬ 
hamed Fayed and his broth¬ 
ers. won control of the 
majority of Fraser shares on 
March 11, 1985, the war too 
appeared to have been irrepa¬ 
rably lost, 

Lonrho had been hors de 
contbai at the time. Only three 
days later was it freed to bid, 
on fee strength of a second 
MMC report prompted by its 
attempts to gain control of 
Harrods through fee board¬ 
room. And at the same time 


fee Fayed bid was allowed 
through without an MMC 
inquiry. 

Yet the campaign went on 
in new directions, which, crit¬ 
ics claim may have cost Lon¬ 
rho as much as £20 million. 

Lonrho repeatedly but 
vainly urged Mr Norman 
Tebbit, then Tirade Secretary, 
to send the Fayed bid to the 
MMC, which alone could 
order divestment of HOF. 
Lonrho darned that Mr 
Tebbitand fee OFT had relied 
on misleading assurances by 
Mr Mohamed Fayed, and his 
advisers, over personal wealth 
and ownership of funds used 
to make the bid. 

Mr Rowland increasingly 
made fee Prime Minister the 
t a rget of letters — some sub¬ 
sequently published by Lon¬ 
rho - purporting to expose the 
Fayeds. The Observer, which 
is owned by Lonrho and had 
separately started attacking 
fee Fayeds during their bid for 
HOF, published an article 
claiming fee family came 
from humble origins and bad 
lied about their past. 

Attempted lawsuits between 



Fighting words; weapons from Lonrbo’s arsenal of documents 


Lonrho, the Fayeds and their 
merchant bank, Klein wort 
Benson, proved inconclusive 
though fee Fayeds, in their 
turn, substantially foiled in 
actions against The Observer* 

More stridently as time 
went on, Mr Rowland sug¬ 
gested Mrs Thatcher had 
personally covered up the 
affair because of Mr FayecTs 
connections in the Middle 
East and wife the Sultan of 
Brunei, an ally wife huge 
hnldiiig g of Lo nrho 


claimed the Sultan was the 
true source of fee funds to buy 
HOF. 

As Lonrho assiduously 
fanned potential flames of 
scandal, Mr Paul Channon 
appointed inspectors in April 
1987, ahead of the. general 
election, to investigate foe 
Fayed takeover. Lonrho con¬ 
tinued to publish pamphlets 
attacking fee Fayeds. Sub¬ 
sequent pamphlets and letters 
criticized fee Sultan, fee 
Prime Minister, successive 


Trade Secretaries; Mr Denis 
Thatcher and apologists for 
fee Snlian such as Lord Chal- 
font and Mr Edward Heath. 

In July 1988, the inspectors’ 
report was sent to Lord 
Young, then Trade Secretary, 
and thence to the Serious 
Fraud Office. 

Lonrho started another 
campaign to have it published. 
It printed, and distributed 
round fee world, thousands of 
copies of A Hero from Zero, a 
detailed and damning study of 

the rise of Mr Fayed and the 
takeover. 

Lord Young was harried 
through fee coarts by Lonrho 
suits — ultimately unsuccess¬ 
ful — aimed at forcing him to 
publish and refer the Fayeds* 
ownership of Harrods to the 
Monopolies Commission be¬ 
fore the time Knrit expired, 

Eventually, Lonrho took 
matters into its own hands: In 
March 1989, a medal mid¬ 
week edition of The Observer ; 
including substantial extracts 
from a leaked copy of fee 
report, was printed to coincide 
with Lonrho’s annual share¬ 
holders' meeting. The Ob¬ 


server and Lonrho were 
injuncted by the Government, 
but cleared of contempt 

Lonrho's public campaig n 
was partly diverted during 
1989 fry another — this time 
spectacularly successful — to 
undermine fee threat that Mr 
Alan Bond, the Australian 
financier, might organize a 
takeover bid. 

But, almost three years after 
fee report was ordered and 20 
months after its was vent to 
the Serious Fraud Office, Lon¬ 
rho’s worst fears were con- 
finned when foe SFO and Di¬ 
rector of Public Prosecutions 
said they had insufficient evi¬ 
dence for criminal prosecu¬ 
tion on “any matter of 
substance*’ in the report and 
the Government said it did. 
not attend to take anyfurther 
action. 

Wife Harrods app ar e ntly 
further from their grasp than 
ever, Mr Rowland and 
. Lonrho still see publication of. 
the report as the steit of a new 
campaign ia the continuing 
war. They have already made 
dear this will include suing 
fee Fayeds. 


[ harrods •:••• 

tJW 97fcMohamed Fayed on Lonrho board. 

Mffo 1977-July 1979: Lonrho gradually buflds 29.9% 
stake m House of Fraser. Heavily criticizes HOF board. 
*wiuaiy-R*linianr 1981: Lonrho makes hostile fuH bid tor 
HOF.vfr ch tereferred to the MMC by John Biffen. 
Ujcenfoer 1981: MMC concludes bid against public 
interest Hffen bans Lonrho from adding to HOF holding, 
yxirhojharries HOF board to push Harrods 


ElTVm.T bwiniiuuoaroa a year , 

toy1984: Lornfro requisitions HOF meeting topack board 
wrtfi 12 new droaore: Norman Tebbit refers situation to 
MMC for s awnonth inquiry, extended in October. 
November 1984: After refecting offer in June, Lonrho 
agrees to sefl 29.9% HOF stake to Mohamed Fayed and 
brothers, then builds new 6 per cent stake. 

IS! t mak ® racommenttd bid far HOF. 

report clearing new Lonrho bid 
ESlJS? 1r ft* Fa yed Wd to be referred. 

Wding above 50% in 

ISi?- Jf n 2ES e ?S a* 3 * 46 maricet 

P* 53 "* ****1 *** from MMC 
reference amlWts ban on Lonrho bidding. 

campaign for Fayed bid to b«y 

mET *»**»**»*»;: 

report submitted to Lord Younflft 
who sends it to Serious Fraud Office. 

ApA 1989: The Observer publishas soectel edHWE 



£gfa publishes specW edttktf 

including excerpts from, leaked report LoraYbunff 

IPJilSSS2?^SJS^ 0r i shows wrongSoIng. 

Rimti 1990: Ridley rules out action agtinst FSyeds. 
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statements about their dients 
which they had inhmlcri,arfrirri to 
them their own impressions and 
put those statements, with the 
authority of the bank's name 
behind tlimi, into the public 
sphere. 

The bank put out in its own 
name a press release on 2 Novem¬ 
ber 1984 describing the Fayeds as 
“members of an old established 
Egyptian family who for more, 
than 100 years were shipowners, 
landowners and industrialists in 
Egypt”. The bank’s name was also 
used in a press release which was 
issued by the Fayed*’ public 
relations consultants on 7 March 
1985 which staled that Kjeinworts 
was satisfied that the Fayeds 
“have more than adequate funds 
of their own [our emphasis] to 
finance the offer”. 

In the offer document which 
was published 16 days later 
Klein worts expressed themselves 
3 satisfied “that AIT has available, 
from the existing resources and 
the normal trading facilities of the 
AtFayed family, the necessary 
financial resources to implement 
the offers in full**. These state- 
marts were unsubstantiated and 
our inquiry has shown that the 
bank was misled. 

teinworts gave comfort 
on behalf of its dients 
to ’the Board of HOF 
and its advisors, to the 
'public through the me¬ 
dia of the Press and television, to 
the OFT and to the DTI and 
Secretary of State. Whether so 
much comfort should have been 
taken is another matter. 

The regulatory authorities pre¬ 
sumed that Kkinworts had under¬ 
taken much more original inquiry 
than was in fact the case. When 
deciding not to conduct further 
inquiries at the time of the bid 
they preferred the strength of 
support which was given by 
Klein worts to the Fayeds to the 
contrary evidence which they 
received from Lonrho and its 
associates. 

While not disputing that the 


K! 


statements about the Fayeds woe 
made in good faith, we do not 
consider that Kkinworts under¬ 
took adequate independent veri¬ 
fication or inquiry before it 
allowed these statements to be 
made in its name: The assurances 
apparently given by Klemworts on 
behalf of the Fayeds and the 
bank’s support for them was an 
imp o r t ant factor in the Secretary 
of State’s decision not to refer the 
bid to the MMG 

HERBERT SMITH • 

At the end of die meeting with the 
OFT on tl March 1985 the 
representatives of Herbert Smith, 
who had acted as the Fayeds’ 
advocates, told die OFT that they 
were only willing to say what then- 
professional judgment of then- 
clients amounted to. In a letter 
which Herbert Smith sent to the 
OFT later that day ft stressed that 
the contents of its dients’ written 
submission were based on what its 
clients had told them, and that 
they were not confirmed by any 
independent source. 

On the other hand, the letter 
continued by saying that two 
named partners in the firm “were 
and are entirely satisfied both as to 
die completeness and as to the 
accuracy of the instructions given 
to us by the ATFayed Brothers 
throughout the period that we 
have been instructed by them". It 
explained that the period had 
started in the previous June. This 
expression of opinion led to 
confusion about the extent of the 
firm’s knowledge of its dients’ 
affairs. 

This qualified statement of 
confidence was directly associated 
with the submission to the OFT 
and it an impact on the 
regulatory authorities. An official 
at the DTI was subsequently of the 
view that the reputations of the 
Board of HOF, of Kleinworts and 
of Herbert Smith were aligned 
with the Fayeds. We do not 
consider that this was an un¬ 
reasonable view to take, although 
we understand the reasons why 
the firm maintains that the nature 


of Its support for its clients was 
misunderstood. 

THE HOF BOARD 
The recommendation of the bid 
by foe Board of HOF and its 
support for h, most notably from 
Professor Smith, were major fac¬ 
tors in influencing the Secretary of 
State. 

In reaching its decision to 
recommend the bid the Board of 
HOF did make some indepe ndent 
inquiries of the Fayeds and re¬ 
ceived advice from SG Warburg & 
Co Timitwl and other advisers. 

We consider that the Board of 
HOF was entitled to take into 
account the counsel of its own 


along with the investment in 
Seats, from HOF to HOFP1 as 
security for its borrowing. Part of 
the consideration for the tratngfrr 
of these assets has been satisfied 
by way of interest-free and. re¬ 
duced rate loans. 

As a consequence die combined 
bank borrowings of HOFH and its 
subsidiaries amounted to £870 
million as at 30 April 1988. The 
extent of these borrowings are 
such that HOF at its current rate 
of profitability does not generate 
sufficient funds from its ordinary 
trading - activities to meet tire 
interest liabilities of HOFH, 
HOFPI and HOF. We are iodined 


6 The Fayeds’ assets were worth a 
fraction of what they portrayed to 
the public ... Although the Fayeds 
were rich... they had assets of 
only modest value in the context of 
a £600 million cash acquisition 9 


financial advisers, Warburgs, and 
the assurances given by the Fayeds 
through Klemworts and we make 
no criticism of it 

GROUP BORROWING 

A large part of the funds used to 
acquire HOF have been replaced 
by bank borrowings. Further 
funds have subsequently been 
borrowed by HOF to finance its 
own development and also, in 
December 1987, to finance an 
investment (amounting to almost 
one-third of HOFs net asset 
value) in a 10 per cent holding in 
Sears Pic ("Sears”). 

This, investment was sub¬ 
sequently refinanced in April 
1988, through a new subsidiary of 
HOFH. This new subsidiary. 
House of Fraser Property Invest¬ 
ment pic (“HOFPI"), however, is - 
not financed •independently from 
HOF. Two valuable freehold 
properties have been transferred. 


to doubt whether there is suf¬ 
ficient potential in the existmg 
business of HOF to generate the 
funds necessary to service the 
current level of group borrowings 
and the planned development of 
HOF, without realising some of 
the property portfolio. 

The Fayeds have submitted to 
us that HOJFH’s holding company 
A1 Fayed Investment and Trust 
SA (“AITSA”) has large amounts 
of funds under management and 
that these are the Fayeds* personal 
funds available to assist HOFH if 
needed. 

THE OFT 

We see no reason to find any fault 
with the conduct of the Director 
General of Fair Trading and his 
staff in connection with the in¬ 
quiries they made into the Fayeds* 
offer for HOF in 1984-85. It is, we 
hope, rare for deception of regu¬ 
latory authorities to be practised 


on such a grand scale. They rdied 
on what the Fayeds and their 
advisers were telling them which 
they tested to the extent which 
their resources permitted. This 
report raises issnes which need to 
be considered by the OFT if it is to 
feel safe in relying on ass uran ces 
by advisers on a future occasion. 

Nevertheless the comfort taken 
by the OFT from the assurances of 
kleinworts and Herbert Smith 
was greater than those advisers 
thought they were giving. This 
lack of meeting of minds on the 
giving and taking of comfort in 
this (or any other situation) must 
be overcome in future if healthy 
Govemment/C3ty reliance and 
trust is to prosper. 

THE DTI 

The timescale for consideration of 
the bid by the Secretary of State 
was short became of the DTTs self 
imposed wish to follow its usual 
practice of malting a decision on 
whether to refer a bid before the 
bidder acquires effective control 
of a company.’ The timescale 
became absurdly short when 
Lonrho sold its shares in the 
market and the Fayeds acquired 
effective control at the same time 
as conflicting evidence about 
them was pouring in to the 
Department and eventually ar-. 
rived before the Secretary of State. 

In our opinion it was impossible 
for officials and ministers to grasp 
the true significance of all the 
evidence which was before them 
and to reach an informed decision 
in such a short time. In the event 
the press release which said that 
the Secretary of State .. took 
into account the statements made 
and assurances given by the AJ- 
Fayed Family... the support 
given to those statements and 
assurances by Klein wort Benson 
Limited and the feet that the 
Board of House of Fraser and its 
advisers... had announced that 
in the absence of unforeseen 
circumstances they intended to 
recommend the offer”, placed 
most of the responsibility for the 
decision outside the Department 


Investigations revealed that the 
Fayeds* evidence about issues 
ranging from their birthdays to the 
family yacht did not bear scrutiny 


T he issue of the Fayed 
brothers* birth dates was 
in some ways the most 
controversial of those 
which we enconntered 
in this part of our investigations, 
although as the full extent of the 
Fayeds* falsehoods became appar¬ 
ent the significance of this individ¬ 
ual item became less important 
The Fayeds maintained that their 
dates of birth were 27 January 
1933 (Mohamed), 4 February 
1939 (Salah) and 18 December 
1943 (Ali). In support of this claim 
they produced to ns what pur¬ 
ported to be official Egyptian birth 

certificates, which showed these 
birth dates, an address at the time 
of birth at Haggari Sheet, Alexan¬ 
dria, and their father to be 
“Landed Gentry”. We will call the 
information contained in these 
certificates “the Fayeds* version”. 

We received evidence which 
convinced us that no reliance at all 
should be placed on these "birth 
certificates” or any other part of 
the Fayeds* evidence on this issue. 

We have seen a number of birth 
certificates (and received evidence 
about their provenance from wit¬ 
nesses whose reliability we accept) 
which show that ail three brothers 
were the sons of a primary school 
teacher and that they were bom at 
S3 Shourbagy Lane on 27 January 
1929, 4 February 1931 and 18 
December 1933 respectively. We 
will call the information contained 
in these certificates “the alter¬ 
native version.” 

In an affidavit in July 
1986 Mohamed asserted that the 
“alternative version” birth certifi¬ 
cates were not. genuine docu¬ 
ments. He continued: 

“Naturally, I am deeply con¬ 
cerned about the continued 
appearance of forged documents 
which are used to support the 
Observer/Rovdaad campaign. I 
am acutely aware that if enough 
forgeries are produced, ultimately 
people will believe that there is 
“no smoke without fire.” If the 
Director of Public Prosecutions 
should' investigate these docu¬ 
ments and the ci rcumstances in 
which they came into existence I 
would be hi ghly relieved and 
would be happy to give all such 
assistance as I am able.” 

We suggested that one method 
by which we might be able to 
identify documents on which we 
could safely rdy would be if we 
were given written authority by 
the Fayeds to approach the appro¬ 
priate Egyptian authorities. No 
such authority was, however, 
forthcoming. 

At a very late stage of our 
investigations we obtained three . 
“alternative version” birth certifi¬ 
cates ourselves from the National 
Archives Registry after Mr Jen¬ 
kins had made a formal applicar 
tion during his visit to Egypt. 

THE YACHT ‘DODI' 

The Fayeds claimed that a very 
expensive yacht named Dodi 
which was first registered in 1913 
hadbeen in the ownership of then- 
family since before they were 
bom. It was taken over by the 
Egyptian government and 
Mohamed Fayed subsequently 
recovered the yacht for his family 
who still own it When Mr Fleck 
(of Herbert Smith) was at the 
Yacht Club, a sailor confirmed 
part of this story 

A search of the Lloyd’s 
Yacht Register in the 
Guildhall Library, 
London and the Read¬ 
ing Room at the Nat¬ 
ional Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich, revealed that this 
story is completely untrue. There 
is no mention of a Fayed among 
the owners of the yacht until 1969 
and its home port was registered 
as Newport, Rhode Island, until 
1921 and Southampton between 
1922 and 1951. 

THE NAME ‘AL FAYED 1 
At about the same time as the 
Fayed brothers woe engaged in 


altering their dates of birth, they 
were also engaged in altering their 
names. In this respect they have 
not shown the same consistency of 
approach. 

For the most part, Mohamed 
Fayed has called himself 
“Mohamed Al Fayed” since the 
early 1970s and by the time he and 
his brother Ali joined the Board of 
Lonrho as alternate directors in 
the mid-7Qs they were both calling 
themsclvs Al Fayed. AD three 
brothers assumed the name “Al 
Fayed” for the purposes of the 
acquisition of HOF, but more 
recently Salah and Ali have been 
calling themselves simply “Fay¬ 
ed”. Our attention was drawn to 
some evidence on deposition in. 
pre-trial proceedings in a US' 
jurisdiction in 1986 in which 
Mohamed explained that Al 
the head of the family: “Al 
is like a title: the head of a tribe 
and this is permissible nhder 
Egyptian law." He said that if his 
brother Ali was called “Al Fayed” 
this must have been as a result of a 
mistake made by his secretary. 

A learned treatise by Professor 
Dr Hassanein M Rabie, an Egyp¬ 
tian Professor of Mediaeval His¬ 
tory, which was submitted to us, 
explained that there were only 
four cases in which the definite 
article “Al-” used to be added to a 
perron’s famil y name, none of 
which were relevant in the case of 
the Fayeds, and that a perron can 

never chang e his family’s surname 

even by adding the definite article 
“Al-” to the nam e. He said that in 
no case does the use of the definite 


6 About the 
time the Fayeds 
were altering 
their dates of 
birth, they were 
also altering 
their names 9 


article “AT* signify that the person 
is the father or hold of the famil y. 
This evidence has not been chal¬ 
lenged by the Fayeds. 

It follows that the three brothers 
should properly he called by the 
name of Fayed, which is the name 
they all used in the early years of 
their life and for consistency we 
have referred to them by this 
name throughout our report. 

One of the most difficult tech¬ 
nical problems which we en¬ 
countered during our invest¬ 
igations related to the evidence we 
received about Mohamed Fayed’s 
activities in Haiti during the 
second half of 1964. 

We took the view that if we 
concluded that HOF bad deceived 
the regulatory authorities and 
others in London in 1984-85 
about the wealth and about the 
identity and business background 
of its directors then we would be 
entitled as Inspectors to indude, 
in our report of the affairs of the 
company, any evidence we had 
received about the true characters 
and history of its directors which 
in our judgement could properly 
and fairly be regarded as relevant 
and matoial. If it is true, as we 
find to be the case, that Mohamed 
Flayed perpetrated a very substan¬ 
tial deception on the authorities in 
Haiti before absconding with over 
$ 100,000 of funds belonging to the 
harbour authority time, then tills 
is, in our opinion, a matter which 
it is relevant for the Secretary of 
Stale to know when he considers 
what action he should take follow¬ 
ing an act of deception on the 
British Government by Mohamed 
Fayed’s company on a different 
but an even grander scale, which 
involved dishonest statements 
about his famil y and business 
background. 



Ministers who passed on 

the poisoned chalice 


T he affair of the 
Fayed Brothers and 
House of Fraser was 
deemed the hottest 
issue facing Mr 
Nicholas Ridley when he be* 
came the latest in a fast¬ 
changing round of Secretaries 
of Trade and Industry in July. 

Mr Ridley hopes be 1ms 
finall y cleared it off his desk 
with publication and a firm 
statement that he will take no 
further action. But he is by no 
means the first to cherish that 
hope: 

Mr Nonnas Tebbit, who 
first cleared the Fayed bid. Sir 
Leon Britten (by stone¬ 
walling) and Mr Paul Chan¬ 
son (by conceding an in¬ 
vestigation) successively 
thought they had done so. 
Lord Young’s resort to the 
Serious Fraud Office -only 
made his life harrier by delay¬ 
ing publication indefinitely at- 
the SFO's behest 
The d fnwmii* p w g fl w ifle nf 


Mr Rowland, and the Govern¬ 
ment’s determination to 
thwart rather than bow to him 
over an issue h considered 
unimportant, have combined 
with the unsavoury findings 
now revealed, to fashion tins 
Government’s most endur- 
ingly virulent poisoned 

rhalirg 

The affair has always been 
seen as a tedious admin¬ 
istrative problem rather than a 
positive issue: Trade sec¬ 
retaries and junior ministers, 
backed by the Prime Minister, 
therefore became set in the 
negative posture of defending 
the original decisions made by 
Mr Tebbit in 1985. 

Under pressure from events 
in the market, Mr Tebbit 
cleared the agreed Fayed bid 
for House of Fraser on March 
14, in the exceptionally speedy 
time of 10 days, in part rdying 
on the assurances from the 
Fayeds and their advisers. 

The speed was remarkable 


for another reason. Mr Row¬ 
land’s Lonrho, a company 
once condemned by Mr Heath 
and repeatedly investigated in 
the past, was legally prevented 
from bidding, pending a 
Monopolies Commission re¬ 
port which had been signed 18 
days before -the Fayed’s 
successful bid was announced. 

The report left little reason 
for Mr Tebbit to maintain the 
ban on Lonrho bidding, in 
part because Lonrho had sold 
its HOF shares to the Fayeds. 
But it stayed until it was too 
fate for Lonrho. 

Mr Tebbit has since main¬ 
tained that it was irrelevant 
where the Fayeds’ money 
came from so long as the cash 
offer could be financed. * 

Since no competition issues 
Were involved, this is entirely 
consistent with the merger 
policy first annunciated by Mr 
Tebbit 

Government will normally 
only intervene in bids on 


issues of competition or 
strategic national interest; 
other matters, such as finan¬ 
cial effects and the standing of 
bidders, can be left to the 
market 

But Lo mho’s pursuit of 
HOF and Harrods had fasted 
so long that even under the 
present Government, ft span¬ 
ned dramatic chang es is 
merger policy. 

Hie ban on Lonrho bidding 
stemmed from 1981, when Mr 
John Biffen, pursuing doubts 
expressed by his predecessor 
Sir John Nott, referred an 
earlier conglomerate bid by 
Lonrho. 

The bid was vetoed largely 
because of Mr Rowland’s 
character. The MMC thought 
this might create tensions 
between Lonrho and the exist¬ 
ing management of House of 
Fraser that could harm eff¬ 
iciency. Such dunking, long 
repudiated, left others to cope 
with Mr Rowland’s bitterness. 
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“Girobank isn’t 

in the same league as 
the other banks.” 


• ■ . ?‘- r ;‘V 

;- : ioterest>Bearing 




> •. *; %:• : -..i- < /.■>?' 

''■ •Irtterest • .Mnwt" 

\- on balance • ; on balance 

■' ofssoa>- 


•Girobank Keyway 9% 9% 7 

l^tiohwid&Ahgiia Flex ,3.5% .... 6.5% • • > 

Barclavs Inter' st : 4% ••• • 6% 


‘=1^1? Cl^sid :.^5% > 7% ■ j 

MidlandOrchaid 5.5% 6.5% | 

;|iybbey National Current 6.25% 6.25% I 

J ; C- 6% • ■" 5% • I 


(We couldn’t agree more.) 
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Girobank probably doesn't strike you as the 
Liverpool FC of the banking world. 

Unless, of course, you’ve studied the latest 
league table. . . 

As you can see, our new current account, 
Keyway, pays 9% interest. 

That puts us 2.75% clear of the Abbey 
National’s Current Account. 

3% clear of NatWest’s Current Plus. 

2% clear of the highest rate on Lloyds Classic. 

And, unlike some of our rivals, we pay our 
highest rate on every pound in your current 
account. 

But, we’d be the first to admit, there’s more 
to a bank account than interest rates alone. 

Our Keyway account also offers you a £100 
cheque guarantee card. 

A guaranteed overdraft of up to 50% of your 
salary.* 

A cash card that gives you access to £250 a 
day and nearly 4,000 link cash machines across 
the country. 


A Visa card for which there is no fee. (Some 
other credit cards are introducing fixed annual 
charges.) And there are no bank charges, even 
if you slip into the red by up to £20. 

All in all, it was enough for a certain leading 
consumer organisation to recommend Keyway 
as a ‘Best Buy*. 

So where’s your nearest branch? 

There isn’t one. 

You deal with us on the telephone. Yon can 
check your account, set up an overdraft, or even 
discuss 1 a mortgage, over the phone. 

Anything that needs to be signed, we'll send 
directly to you and any cheques you need to pay 
in, you send to us. (We even supply you with 
prepaid envelopes.) 

It is, we admit, a far cry from the traditional 
method of banking. 

There are no queues. No wasted lunch hours. 
And we’re open until 8.00 at night and midday 
on Saturdays. 

So bear our Keyway account in mind next 


time you're asked to pay a whole month’s charges 
for slipping £10 into the red. Or are refused an 
overdraft. Or find your bank closed. Or work out 
the Interest you might have earned. 

When you do open a Keyway account, you 
don’t have to close your existing bank account 
straight away, just judge us against it. 

We think you’ll find that Girobank Is, indeed, 
in a league of its own. 

For further information, simply return the 
coupon. Or, better still, pick up the phone and 
call us free on 0800 202 014. 

To: Girobank pic, PO Box 666, Swindon SN2 5PS-1 am over 18. 
1 am/am not a Girobank Current Account Customer Un/t 


Mr/Mre/Miss/Ms/Tith 


Surname. 


.Initials. 


f*kOCKCAmAL5fUA» 


Address. 


.Phone/STD- 


Girobank 

With Girobank, you’ll have the last laugh. 


U - ■ 


*IF MONTHLY INCOME 1$ CREDITED TO YOUR KEYWAY ACCOUNT ALL IfTTERESTMTTS QUOTED ARE AlWUAL AND NET OF LIABILITY TO BASIC RASE TAX. RASES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS APPLICANTS uuct m 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED * UST “ A0ED » °* 0VDL 
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Tokyo dips 
! 428 points 
on broad 
selling 

Tokyo (Renter)—The Nikkei 
index dropped 428.74 punts, 
or 1.27 per cent, to 3336134 
after easing 54.12 on Tuesday. 

Shares closed sharply lower 
but off -their lows in thin 
trading. Arbitrageurs unwin¬ 
ding share index fiitnxes posit¬ 
ions fuelled the broad-based 
selling, bnt a persistently weak 
' yen and lower yen-bond prices 
also spumed investors to sell 
or stay on the sidelines. 

Selling affected sznaD-cap- 
hal and most blue-chip elec¬ 
trical shares, which • usually 
-tend to benefit from thin 
trading and a. weak yen. 
Volume was only 450 million 
shares compared with 530 
million on Tuesday. 

• New York — The Dow 
Jones industrial average rose 7 
points to 2,683.80 in early 
trading. 

• Frankfurt — The DAX in¬ 
dex dosed 22^0 points, or 1 2. 
per cent, higher at 1,844.72. 

• Hong Kong — The Hang 
Seng index shed 6.78 to 
2,926.45. The broader-based 
Hong Kopg index lost 42 to 
1,920.98. 

• Sydney — The All-Ord¬ 
inaries index put on 2.7 to 
1383.1. 

• Singapore — The Straits 
Times industrial index rose 
16.38 Jo 1368.93. 


THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 8 1990 


STOCK MARKET 


Carlsberg seeks a UK brewer 


The drink* sector was set 
ali ght in late trading by the 
news that Carlsberg, Den¬ 
mark's biggest brewer, wants 
to buy a British brewer. 

Cubing is already in talks 
with three or four companies. 

. ButTthasrnledoutbuymgany 
public houses or chains of 
restaurants. .Mr Svend Peter¬ 
sen, die international market¬ 
ing director, said: “We are 
brewers and we want to stay 
brewers. We don’t want to 
own pubs or restaurants.” 

Brewery shares, which had 
been imdera doud this week, 
were cheered by the news. 
Rises were' seen in AHted- 
Lyons, lip to 433p, Bass, 9p 
to 925ttp,. Scottish & 
Newcastle, 12p to 300p, and 
Whitbread A, 1 Op to 378l6p. 

But analysts believe that it 
is likely that Carlsberg will do 
a deal with Grand Mefropofi- 
i tan, lOp better at 548*bp, 
which owns the Watney Mann 
brewing interests. 

The rest of the equity 
market enjoyed some modest 
gains in thm trading which 
saw turnover limited to 419 
million shares. Brokers con¬ 
tinued to take a bullish view of 
the long-term outlook for the 
market but, in the short-term, 
conditions are likely to remain 

nervous in the run-up to the 
Budget The FT-SE 100 index 
closed below its best folio wing 
an uncertain start to trading 
on Wall Street It finished 143 
up at 2330.3, having been 


GRAND METROPOLITANS 
DEAL WITH ft j 

CARLSBERG An / 

LIKELY Ffi / 


FTA Af-Bhaiejlj 
Index |i| 
(R ©based) m 


Mar Apr May Jim Jut AugSepOctNovDecJanFfebMar 


18.9 higher. The FT index of 
30 shares rose 113 to 1,757.0. 
Government securities clawed 
back some of tfaeir recent 
losses with investors attracted 
by the yields. Prices rose by up 

Shares in WPP, the 
advertising agency, rose lp to 
647p ahead of today’s foil- 
year figures. Profits are - 
expected to have soared to 
£75 milfion, compared with 
£403 million last time, as 
the benefits of the acquisitions 
of J Walter Thompson and 
the OgOry Group come 
through. 

to £Vz at the longer end. Asda, 
the supermarket drain lost a 
lead, finishing only Vrp dearer 
at 108‘Ap. TheBelzberg family 
of Canada has reduced its 


holding by 2 million shares to 
64 million, or 4.99 per cent. It 
had been hoped that the 
Belzheig family would launch 
a foil bid. It is already sitting 
on a large trading loss from its 
investment. 

GKN pleased with better- 
lhan-expected full-year figures 
showing pre-tax profits up 21 
per cent to £215 million. The 
shares rose 8 p to 398p. BICC 
jumped 20p to 422p after 
reporting annual pre-tax prof¬ 
its up from £156 million to 
£201 milli on. But Ultramar 
fell 5p to 364p after reporting 
net income more than dou¬ 
bted to £125 millio n. 

Institutional support lifted 
Cable and Wireless lip to 
536p, while British Gas eased 
tbpto 21 l&p on its bid for the 
remaining shares in Con- 


CAPITAL XTRA- 




sumer Gas, the Canadian gas 
prodneer. The deal values the 
company at £565 million. 

Saatrhi & SaatcM, the trou¬ 
bled advertising agency, en¬ 
countered renewed selling, 
felling 8 p to 139pL In prop¬ 
erties, the highly-geared Reg. 
entorest rose 4*&p to on 
figures and a possible bid 
approach. 

The Saudi Arabian Jamecl 
family, which is in the final 
stages of a battle for Hartwells, 
the Ford and Rover main 
dealer, may have already se¬ 
lected its next target 

During the past month, the 
famil y has been increasing its 
holding in a rival motor 
dealer, Trimoco, via the loan 
stock. The Jameds. have 
bought a 30 per cent holding, 
using a nominee name. The 
loan stock carries no votes, so 
the Jameels are not required to 

Cadbury Schweppes rose 
2p to 314p.The group met 
fond managers to London 
on Toesday, giving a repeat 
performance m Edinburgh 
yesterday. Last month, it 
reported pre-tax profits up 
from £215 million to £251 
million but analysts were 
worried by a slowdown on the 
confectionery side. 

disclose their holding. But, 
after conversion into ordinary 
shares, it would increase then* 
fully-diluted holding in the 
ordinaries to 27 per cent 


A couple of years ago, T 
Cowie built up a near 10 per 
cent stake. The Jameels cur¬ 
rently own 24.7 per cent of 
Trimoco for which they paid 
about 34p a share. The family 
boasts a property portfolio in 
the US alone worth more than 
$1 billion. The Trimoco mice 
closed unchanged at 18'/zp. 

Meanwhile, the cost of 
dearer money was reflected in 
the full-year figures from T 
Cowie which reported a 16 per 
cent fell in pre-tax profits to 
£16 miltiou after a surge in 
interest charges from £22 mil¬ 
lion to £38 million. The 
dividend was also cut. The 
price touched 49p before rally¬ 
ing to end unaltered at 53p. 

Logjca, the computer soft¬ 
ware systems group, fell 7p to 
319!&p on ialk that it had 
pulled out of National West¬ 
minster Bank’s information 
network project. But Logica 
said that it still has a contrac¬ 
tual relationship although its 
involvement is significantly 
less than before. NatWest 
dosed only 4p cheaper at 
341p, after 339p- 

The rest of the hanks were 
mixed. Barclays rose 4p to 
585p, while Lloyds dipped lp 
to 281p as did MhUud to 
328ttp. 

Synapse Computer Services 
fell 40p to 173p after interim 
figures revealed a pre-tax loss 
of £249,000. 

Michael Clark 
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Our latest investment account also your money with us Tor the duration of 


The catch? 


pays our highest rate of interest. 

An-impressive 12.25% net on savings 
of £10,000 or more. 

And \ve guarantee to pay at least 5% 
above our variable Paid Up Share rate for 
12 months. 

However, to get the full benefit of 
Capital Xtra, we would ask you to leave 


the term. 

You’re at liberty to make withdrawals 

d 

beforehand, of course. (As long as you’re 
prepared to forfeit the equivalent to 90 
days’ interest on the amount taken out.) 

Should you wish to add to Capital 
Xtra before the offer expires, please feel 
free to do so. 


Well, coming from the World’s No.l 
Building Society, there isn’t one, naturally. 

But such a generous offer has to be a 
limited offer. 

To avoid disappointment, call into 
your nearest Halifax Building Society branch 
for full details. 

At this rate you’d better be quick. 



(WfWBOTK A PAPmi JfffiA ACCOUNT YOU BECOME A VEU3EP Cf 7Hs «33=TY AT.tJ ARE BOUND BY THE RULES A COW 0FTHE RULES, AND THE TERW AT® COfCfHOfC OF THE ACCOUNT ARE AVAILABLE AT ANY BRANCH. INTEREST IS RAD? NET OF UABUIYTO BASIC RATE INCGUE 
VARIABLE!INTEREST E PAD ANNUALLY ON KITH APRIL AFTER 12 WJT.THS TOUR CAPITAL XTO ACCOUNT AUTOMATICALLY CONVERTS TO A 90 DAY XTRA ACCOUNT. (OR EQUIVAIENT AT THE TIME) AND WHL BE SUBJECT TO THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THAT ACCOUNT. 
1AX MUU b VMKWOW. HIM 'HALIFAX BUILDING SOCIETY. TRfflfTY ROAD. HA> JFAX, WEST YORKSHIRE. HX12RG. 
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An A on the turn, 1S00BC 

Never take letters for granted. 

Tile Yoruba tribe of Nigeria once 
used cowrie shells to communicate 
with each other. Six sent to your 
beloved meant, “I fancy you.” Eight 
sent back in reply meant, “1*11 leave 
the door open.” 

It was of course vital to be able to 
count accurately. 

Other early forms of communi¬ 
cation took even more cryptic form. 

Peruvian Quipus - knotted cords 
of different colours - were used by 
Inca Civil Servants as a sort of filing 
system for public records. 

These are still used in 
Lambeth today. 

The Quipu may have 
been alright for beating 
llamas, but as a way of 
communicating, it couldn’t 
beat writing: “the greatest 
invention of man” accord¬ 
ing to Abraham Lincoln. 

In the earliest stages 
of writing, letters were 
drawn like pictures (pictographs). 

The first pictographic ‘‘writing* 
was Sumerian from around 4000BC. 

The most famous was Egyptian 
hieroglyphic - sacred writing en¬ 
graved in stone. This meant absolutely 
nothing to anyone until a Frenchman 
called Champollion succeeded in 
working out and writing the name of 
Cleopatra from hieroglyphs on the 
Rosetta Stone in 1822. Realising 
what he’d done, he cried out “Je tiens 
1’affair!” (“Fve cracked it!”), and 
promptly collapsed in a heap. 

XJ- 3S03PAT R A 

We can also congratulate the 
Egyptians for developing the pen and 
papyrus. It may not seem much to 
you, but it was a damn sight easier 
to tuck under yonr arm than a chisel 
and a block of granite. 

To keep the number of signs down 
to a minimum, the Egyptians adopted 
the rebus principle - a pictorial way 
of substituting pictures for words or 
syllables. Need say more? 

Pity the Chinese didn’t grasp this 
principle. Even now their written 
language has 50,000 graphic charac¬ 
ters. (incidentally, in early Chinese 
the signs for ’woman* plus ‘broom* 
meant ‘wife! ‘Woman’ plus ‘woman* 
meant ‘quarrel* - the earliest example 
of sexism in literature.) 

And so, as scholars’jaws drop even 
lower; let us skip to the alphabetic 
system of writing ‘invented’ some 
3,600 years ago. 

The word alphabet is simply the 
combined Greek names for the first 
two letters, alpha and beta. 

The first letter of the Hebrew 
(*alef), Arabic (‘all£)» Greek (alpha) 
and Latin (A) alphabets all came from 
this: & a picture of an ox head 
which over the years cf changed 
into something £< we all recognise, 
don’t we A ? 


into the base of the Trajan Column 
in Rome. By common consent, these 
Capitalis Romana are known as the 
most beautiful of all Roman letters 
and were the prototype for western 
letter forms. 

About 50 AD, the last letter in the 
alphabet was X. Then after conquer¬ 
ing Greece and learning a few Greek 
jokes that needed a bit of explaining, 
the Latins added Y and Z. J and U 
were added in the early Middle Ages 
and W arrived in the 11th century — 
just in time for Beowul£ 

Meanwhile, back in the court of 
Emperor Wu Di, a Chinese eunuch 
called. Cai Lun with no balls but 
one hell of an imagination, invented 
paper: Made from tree bark, fish nets 
and old rags, it took over 1,000 years 
to reach Europe. 



Black letter, 13th century 

Whi^jng past the order for one 
Domesday Book placed in 1086 
(famoose for its paw spelling), here’s 
a cultural handrail to give you some 
perspective on the 12th century. In 
the whole of Europe there were 
only four universities: Paris, Oxford, 
Bologna and Salerno. 

As books were becoming more of 
a commercial enterprise, the need 
to cram more and more onto a page 
produced the Gothic or Black Letter: 
De rigeur for religious manuscripts, it 
still plagues wedding invites and made 
Chaucer a swine to read, even then. 


and redefine the proportions of the 
old Roman Capitals using the mutual 
proportions of the human body. 

One such was Geofrey Tory, one 
of the biggest men in French letters, 
no, hang on..'. 


begins Urn, that at tea* 

tunJnw Iriag* 

■ffhen to all tow to tar ter it 

M*** ud MgL 
From ‘ThcMotka* Picture Alphakt'of1862. 
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Albrecht Durer relied on nothing 
more a sketch and a description 
of a rhino for this woodcut which was 
a sell out and went through eight 
editions. 

Unlike the rhino, which went 
through the ship’s hold on its way to 
Pope Leo X and had to be forwarded 
to him, stuffed. 


‘The Adventures of Tom Sawyer* was 
the first novel to be written on a type¬ 
writer in 1875. Mark Twain dismissed 
his Remington as a “new fangled 
thing! 1 



A POTTED HISTORY OF PRINTING FROM THE 
FIRST LETTER TO THE LAST WORD. 



One variation on Black Letter 
was known as B as tarda for pretty 
obvious reasons. 


Rustic Capital, 4th -5th century 

Unless you’re really into calli¬ 
graphy (another Greek word 
of course), we can skip Rustic 
Capitals and a few hundred 
years. During this time gen¬ 
erations of poor; benighted 
scribes tried fruitlessly 
to improve on Roman 
lettering and developed 
something they called ‘book 
hand! This is probably related to 
‘scribe’s bottom* or ‘copyist’s squint! 

The Roman Empire went bust 
round about now and the barbarians 
turned it into a bingo halL 



Durer also wrote “Of the. 
Just Shaping of Letters” in 1525, 
but it’s not as good a 
story. 


Morris, J890s 

Better known to Yuppies for 
his wallpapers and textiles, 
the poet 'William Morris 
started the Kelmscott Press 
in 1891 to revive.. the 
beauty of typography that 
book production lost, in his 
opinion, somewhere in the 
15th century. 




Command, Roman, 1532 

The 16th century saw French 
typographers leading the world. The 
most sought after of the time, respon¬ 
sible for establishing the first type 
foundry, was Claude Gaxamond who 
died penniless in 1561, a little ahead of 
enduring fame. C*est la vie. 


Johnston's Railway Type, 1918 

The first sans serif (letters without 
pointy bits), of the 20th century was 
Johnston’s Railway Type designed for 
the London Underground in 1918. 




Gutenberg Bible, 1456 

“If all printers were determined not to 
print anything till they were sure it 
offended nobody, there would be very 
little printed.” Benjamin Franklin. 



Uncial letter, 7th century 

As the dust settled on the Roman 
Empire, Literae Unciales (inch-high 
letters), were the chubby little heroes 
of the day. Belted off by scribes who 


Caslon, Old Face, 1726 

Up ’til 144 0, everyth ing in Europe By ^ 18th centoly the jp^d c f 

literacy amongst a growing middle 
class made printing big business. 
William Caslon’s Old Face type, cut 
in 1722, became known as “the finest 
vehicle for the printed conveyance of 


77m es New Roman, 1932 

Without doubt the most influential' 
authority on printing and typography 
this century, Stanley Morison is most 
publicly remembered for re-designing 
The Times. The October 3rd issue 
of 1932 was the first to feature his 
Times New Roman. 


had been handwritten. Aid then... 
Johann Gensfleisch (zum Gutenberg), 
a goldsmith, came up with his amazing 
invention. Movable type - printing! 
His 42-line Bible, completed in 1456, 



strokes to save time, they were now t 
being written on parchment, “that 
stoufte that we wrythe vpon: and is 
made of beestis skynnes:” 

ALL LETTERS WERE STILL IN 
CAPITALS. _ 







Caxton, Black Letter, 1477 

The first English printer was Caxton. 
The first book printed in England to 
bear a date was his ‘Dictes or Sayengis 
of the Philpsophres* in 1477. Touching¬ 
ly, one of his assistants was called 
Wynkyn de Wbrde_ 


Phoenician, cina 1000BC 

The first alphabet is believed to have 
come from the Semites. But it was 
the Phoenicians who aimed to devise 
a true alphabet which relied on one 
symbol to represent one sound. 

Early alphabetic scripts could be 
read from top to bottom, left to right, 
right to left and, at one period in 
Greek hisrory, were written in bous- 
trophedon - as the ox ploughs - from 
right to left and back again from left 
to right. Confused? You will he... 



\ _ i 

Greek, circa 550BC 

The Greeks stop the 
alphabet spuming round 
everybody to agree to read 
: to right. Except those poor 
of course... 


Roman later,Jenson, 1470 

Nicholas Jenson's Roman letters, cut 
in 1470, left Gothic for dead and have 
been admired by experts for centuries. 

Illuminated letter from The Boole of Kells, 6th-8th century 

But they got a lot smaller in the 6th 
century when the lowercase letter 
started popping up. As did the 
Vikings, the 8th century’s very own 
lager louts who, despite destroying 
every monastery they could find, 
missed those responsible for the two 
masterpieces of Celtic illuminated 
writing - The Book of Kells and 
the Lindisfame Gospels. 

The latter was once stolen and 
found later; buried arid minus its 
gold cover: Even in the Middle Ages, 
people nicked books. To try and stop 
this, scribes would often add a curse 
in the colophon as in this 9th century 
manuscript: 

“Whoe’er this book to make 
his own doth plot, 

The fires of hell and brimstone 

be his lot.” Grey all have in common? Their 

And it wasn’t until about 600AD handwriting, adopted from the 
that words began to be separated, fashionable writing manual ‘Operina’ 
Uptillthennobodysawanyreasontoput written by the Pope’s Chancery 
spacebetweenthem. scribe, Ludovico Arrighi. „ Other 

scribes followed suit with manuals 
of their own. One . such, a Spaniard 
called Morante, became so popular 
his competitors turned him in to The 
Inquisition. 

Meanwhile in 1501, Aldus " 


Baskerville, Roman, 1757 

Nothing was good enough for 
Baskerville. He made his own ink, de¬ 
veloped his own wove paper and made slipping extra space into 


the first real improvements to the 
printing press since Gutenberg. His 
typeface, dismissed as ‘painful’ at the 
time, is now one of the most popular 
and linked the ‘Old styles’ with the 
‘Modems! 


Michel Medium, 1960s 

A zip through the last 50 years. 

Machines took over from men to * • 
pursue the goal of ever clearer letters, .; ' 
set ever more quickly. • '• 

Up to the turn of the century 
however, book print was put together . 
by ‘Pica Thumpers’ - so called after * / V 
a size of type. .. ; 

Paid by the ‘ennage’ (or length of '? - 
setting) they had a sneaky habit of ** 

the line. ? 1 


It’s easy to spot their work. 
Then along came the computer... 
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irst 48 pin dot matrix 


is for Epson’s TLQ 4800. The last 
word in computer printing techno¬ 
logy and the fir 
in the world. 

And not satisfied with an inven¬ 
tion that makes printing history, 
Epson have invented a whole new 
word to describe how they did it - 
Supermechatronics. 

(Thost 


ft:.:? 


Manutius, Italic, 1500 



Carolingian later, 8th century 

Fed up with trying to decipher the driven by the desire t0 

cryptic handwriting of scribes &om invent p aperba cks (pocket editions of 

the Latin classics), introduced a type 
that would let him get more letters to 


e poor old Chinese, that’s 
another 52 brush strokes they’ll have 
After his death, Baskerville’s type to learn.) 

mat did Raphael, evil™ Michel- !? d P " ndieS " P in 1E > ris ^ her ^ ! ^ this ? ves 1 I ou “ a ““hin® 
angeio, Heiiry P Vm and Udy Jane . ^ ,™r re U V? d "“S * he Fre . nch ™ th P™* quality bke a laser (Total 

rJL ,11 k™ -Revolution. His body, for various Letter Quality no less). 

bizarre reasons, spent the best part of Unlike a laser printer ■ however, 
80 years kicking around a warehouse the Epson gives you amazing paper 
and plumber’s shop before being handling. You wouldn’t believe what 
finally put to rest. it can do with a piece of A3 papet 

If you want to find out what else 
this revolutionary new printer ran do 
for you, tie a knot in your Quipu and 
remember to write to: Epson (UK) 
Ltd, FREEPOST, TK984, Brentford, 
Middlesex TW8 8BR. Or call up 
Prestel *280# or phone (0800) 289622 



... * 
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Romuu letter, 114 AO 

And on to the alphabet we inherited 
from the Romans. The most perfect 
expression of the letters is chiselled 


all over his empire, Charlemagne 
headhunted the top man from rhe 
Scriptorium at York and gave him 
the job of creating a single standard 
of handwriting - the first bit of 
corporate design even 

Charged almost literally with 
rewriting history, Alcuin of York 
developed Carolingiari letters - a 
clearly legible book hand, and the 
direct ancestor of our lowercase 
alphabet and most basic type yyles 
of today. 


Btdoni, 1788 

The so-called “Father of ‘modem* 
type” Bodoni of Parma managed to ^ ree °f charge, 
attract Napoleon’s attention with the E is also the beginning of the end- 


imperial look of his work. 


the page. He was Italian, the English 
thus called his invention, italics. 


ET SIC FINIS 










Geofrey Tory from •Champ Fleury,’1529 

The Renaissance interest in geometry 
and ideal form pushed many to try 


Wood &Sharttwds, Ornamented No % 1838 

Display faces were just what the early 
advertisers wanted. The wackier the 
better. One of the very earliest poster 
types had the most appealing name: 
Fat Face. 
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STOCK EXCHANGE PRICES 


BUSINESS AND FINANCE 



Shares marked higher 

ACCOUNT DAYS: Dealings began February 26. Dealings end to m orro w. gContaneo day March 12. Settlement day March 19. 

§Fonrard balsams are permitted on two previous business days. 
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Whero ona pile*is quoted, ft is a mkkSftpnca. Changas, yWdsand pric^ aanlngs ratio* are based on mfddto prices, (aa) denotes Alpha Stocks. 
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LEEDS SPECIAL EDITION. 

A NEW PEAK. 13.08% C.A.R. (12.50% NET) 



How would you like your savings to enjoy the 
rarificd atmosphere of an interest rate as high as 13.08% 
C.A.R. (12.50% net)? 

With the Leeds Special Edition account you can. 
First by earning the interest. Then stacking more 
interest on the interest. 

Hcrcs how it works. 

When you open a Leeds Special Edition account 
you get 12.00% net on savings of £5,000 or more. 12.25% 
net on £10.000 or more. And 12.50% net for sums of 
£25.000 or more. 

As were paving such high interest we ask that you 
leave vour money untouched for 12 months. But the 


interest is paid directly each month into a Leeds Liquid 
Gold account, so you have instant access to that. 

And here’s the really interesting bit. The interest 
continues to earn interest. Over a year, if you invest 
£25,000 you’re earning 12.50% net in the Special Edition 
account, the compounded interest works out at a 
mountainous 13.08%. C.A.R. (12.50% net). 

(In fact from March 1st, rates go up on all our 
savings accounts.) 

To open an account send the coupon to: 47/Savings 
and Investment, FREEPOST, PO Box 93, Leeds Perman¬ 
ent Building Society, The He ad row, Leeds LSI 1SQ. 

Or phone free now on 0800 590 740 for full details. 


Or contact your nearest Leeds branch. 

Why do we let your money scale such heights? Just 
because it s there. 







j 

1 Address_____ 



I'liJkr riL jnwfvui bin 

n [/ffi; enclose a cheque number for £_ 

invested in a Leeds Special Edition account. 

0 | would like further details of the Leeds Special 
Edition account. 


.Postcode 


.{min S5.000J to be 
T.B 


.the 


□ I would like further details of all Leeds Saving* Account* 
and increased interest rates. 
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BIRMINGHAM 
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Centre due toopea early next] 


B i r mi n gha m jj finding jt 

hard to get rid of the Bull 
Ring — the mammoth 
shopping area created in 
the 1960s that became 
the unofficial trademark of Brit¬ 
ain's second city. Everyone seems 
to want it to go, and the bnOdozers 
arc waiting to move in. 

But tiie £400-mHIion scheme 
scheduled to replace it has yet to 
receive the official sanction of the 
city council. The redevelopment 
of the Bull Ring is expected to go 
ahead, creating one million sq R of 
shopping space, but it has been 
delayed by a year while 
Birmingham continues 

over what fbnn its future centre 
should take. 

There is a growing desire to 
avoid the pfamwng mistakes of 25 
years ago when pedestrians and 
shoppers were consigned to a 
subterranean role in tunnels and 
underground precincts, while ve¬ 
hicles were given the freedom of 
the inner ring road above. 

Moreover, Birmingham wants 
to create an exciting new visage to 
replace the soulless image of the 
past as it seeks an identity as an 

■nfwna ti'nnal business City «nd 

developments on an attractive 
scale that will remain acceptable to 


Towards a brighter image 


“Bnmunies” right through to the 
next century. 

The dry is making great strides 
towards its new destiny. Up to £2 
billion worth of redevelopment is 
under way or scheduled, much of 
it sparked off by the £150-miflioa 
International Convention Centre 
(ICC) under construction, and on 
which it hopes a new co mme rcial 
prosperity win be based. 

The ICC is due to open in April 
next year, in advance of the 1992 
smgte European market and ail 
that that promises for potential 
new business. 

The London and Edinburgh 
Trust baa outlined pfannmg con¬ 
sent for its proposed 26-acre Bull 
Ring development, bat the orig¬ 
inal [dans are back on the drawing 
board for design changes. 

Revised plans are expected to be 
submitted in a few months time, 
but the scheduled completion date 
has been put back to 1997. 

Councillor Frank McLougfalin, 


The expected redevelopment of the Bull Ring is one of the 
ways that Birmingham hopes to improve its environment 


chairm an of the Lab0UF-C03>- 

<mwotT « pbiwing nwiini't . 

tee, said: “There is nothing wrong 
with the concept, but we want to 
make sure it will be good for the 
citizens of Bi rm ingh am a raj the 
people who will use it.” 

He said there was a wider debate 
over the future of the present city 
centre, which the Prince of Wales 
has described as a “ m onstrous 
concrete maze”. 

Councillor McLougfalin added: 
“The city centre is to be for people 
and pedestrians. That is sacro¬ 
sanct We want it to be people- 
friendly." 

The debate over the Bull Ring 
has not deflected the council from 
the massive pr ogr amm e of regen¬ 
eration which began as Birming¬ 


ham emerged bloodied, but 
ap p aren tly unbowed, from the 
recession. In a 15-year span an 
an i mat e d 200,000 manufac tu ri ng 
jobs disa pp eared, a emd blow to a 

city whose wealth was created by 

trade and industry. 

However, unemployment has 
since fallen dramatically and tra¬ 
ditional in dus tri e s than survived 
the recession are steadily bring 
joined by modem, hi-tech com¬ 
panies, many of them based in 
thriving business parks. 

Though manufac turing remains 
vital (30 per cent of the workforce 
is still in this sector), the new 
direction is intended to diversify 
further into foe service sector and 
commerce. An estimated 1.25 mil¬ 
lion sq ft of office space was under 


construction by the end of 1989, 
centenary year of 

hring g ranted rfly «atm 

The huge amount of private 
sector money flooding into the dty 
has occurred during a lengthy 
period of Labour rule at the 
Council House, headquarters of 

p jrfflTnghflm my cmmaL 

Despite the activities of a left- 
wing caucus that threw the Labour 
group into turmoil during one pro¬ 
longed period, the council has 
avoided a “loony left” tag — and 
through the large degree of con¬ 
sensus that prevails it has made 
developers welcome. 

The council, for instance, is a 
minority partner to five big con¬ 
struction companies involved in a 

r,1 Afllinn ffharng, railed Br rmTTtg - 


ham Hear tlands; deafened to re¬ 
generate a blighted 2 ^ 00 -acre 
swathe of east Birmingham 
through office, industrial, leisure 
and residential developments. 

The council hopes foal the 
gathering momentum of such 
schemes will transform Birming¬ 
ham and its prospects for pros¬ 
perity. 

To those who say that the ICC 
win be a huge gamble as it seeks a 
fiii«» of the tough international 
convention market, the response 
ic that iWOTthw B i rmingham initia¬ 
tive — the National Exhibition 
Centre—was also condemned as a 
white elephant, but became Brit¬ 
ain's biggest exhibition location. 

The tower cranes that are a 
common manifestation of regener¬ 
ation are also at work alongside 
the ICC on the construction of a 
£50-miSion national indoor sports 
arena, due to open in October, 
199L 

On die face of it, Birmingham's 


• Aston Science Park, cre¬ 
sted in 1983 in a joint venture 
by Btatingham City Count#, 
Lfayds Bank and Aston Untor^ 
ally, to now home to 64 hKech 


Home of hi-tech 


wffiiatotol 


of E2£ 


In 


• A s avoy of 500 manufac¬ 
turing and ssrviea co mpanies 
up to the and of 1989 found 42 
per c ent reported a reduced 
level of home orders, while 32 
par cent reported increased 
export orders. His majority of 
them called tor l o wer mterest 
rates to Improve their pros¬ 
pects. 


claims to have 
of 


more 
Venice. 

• A record &42M51 
sengers passed ttwoutoi' Bir¬ 
mingham International Airport 
test year—He 50th annhra raar y 
—an increase of almost 20 per 
cant on 1985 and more than 
dovfete toe lumber carried In 
1979. 

• Bhnringham Cable Corpora¬ 


tion, toroojpi ftsHHMBP 
B irmingham Cable Ltd, to to 
buid a cable c orm nu n lc atf o i is 
network covering Bhnringhain 
and SoMI and offering cable 
TV and telephony sairwees to 
455,000 households and 
2Bfi00 b usiness by 1997, 

• The Weet Mdtands Dev¬ 
elopment Agency re porte d 
that there were 700 oversees 
companies baaed in toe region 


1889 

With 454^100 a 
when it 
aialue. A t tom Item 7S per cent 
of fim working populafion 
wore employed In 
fining. 


• West^^^H 

Union ofBkrninGhaml 
do mo t w w i growing 
■ with earn 


credit union 
c aa d te g gl m lo n —and loans 
totaOng £2 mOton. 


The team promoting and 
m ar ket i ng the International 
Convention Centre has trav¬ 
elled the world to drum up 
h mi nM t for the £150 suffiem 
complex. 

The ICC has representation 
in The Netherlands, Belgium, 
Switzerland , Austria West 
G cnn au y and on the eastern 
seaboard of foe United Stales 
as it gears up to attract con¬ 
ventions, congresses, exhi¬ 
bitions and meetings to its II 
halls. It has a t tr ac ted a £37 
million grant from the Euro- 


Beating the Brum 


pean Community, but the ICC 
mmi ri M an e xpen sive propo- 

tthMi 

is funding its construction 
through a company set up to 

manag e foe Nati onal Rriwh . 

ition Centre for the city coun¬ 
cil. 

Birmingham wants the ICC 
to be regarded as a uniq ue 
national asset capable of 
■li mnin g international busi¬ 


ness and, together with the 
National Exhibition Centre, to 
be a dual attraction to exhib¬ 
itors and conventioners. The 
prospect of the business it will 
generate has already created a 
hotel budding boom in Birm¬ 
ingham. 

That is why a team led by 
Barry Oeverdon, sales and 
marketing director, has trav¬ 
elled the world to talk to pot¬ 


ential customers. Presenta¬ 
tions have been held in Puis, 
New York and Washington. 
Spun, Sca nd i n avia and Japan 
are next to be courted. 

Mr Oeverdon said there 
was a stream of customers 
willing to book the ICG A big 
catch is foe International Con¬ 
gress of Genetics, which will 
bring 54)00 delegates to tile 
cen tr e in August 1993. Othea 
indudes the 1992 Law Society 
annual confere nc e and an 
International Olympic Com¬ 
mittee session. 



When Sadler's Walls Royal Ballet 
announced its move to Britain's new 
entertainment heartland to become 
the Birmingham Royal Ballet it was 
following some famous footsteps. 

Lord Olivier trod the boards 
here in Repertory. As did Albert 
. Finney. Simon Rattle conducts the 
City of Birmingham Symphony 
Orchestra here. 

The superstars of the pop world 
regularly pack the National Exhibition 
Centre. 

But just as important to you are 
the big names in business who have 
found Birmingham the perfect 
environment for success. 

in 1989 major world banks, 
HFC,Tokai, Mitsui and Bank ofTokyo 
set up home here. 

Cadbury have been here since 
1824 and grown to world leaders in 
confectionery. Rover Croup, 3/andTI, 
IMI, CEC, V.D.O. Instruments, 
Apricot Triplex, Glynwed, Delta and 
Lucas are all here 

The H.Q's of the Amateur 
Athletic Association, Round Table and 
tiie Professional Golfer's Association 
are here. 

What better place for Britain's 
first Hyatt Regency Hotel right next 
to Europe's foremost International 
Convention Centre? 

We've got the skilled workforce, 
the training infrastructure, the land* 
the incentives, the buildings, the 
connections by road, rail and air and 
tiie environment to help you grow. 

Follow that! 

for more information on relocation 
opportunities ring 021-235 2222 or write 
to Birmingham Cty Council, Economic 
Development Unit, Bashavitle House, 
Broad Street, Birmingham Bi 2NA. 

For the facts on the attractions of 
Birmingham ring 021-235 48S0 or write 
to Birmingham City Council, Promotions 
and Media Unit, Council House, 
Birmingham BI IBB. 
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prospects look good, ahboagh the 
council and the dry's commercial 
and industrial leaders remain 
aware that they must destroy oore 
and for all foe negative image toe 
city finds difficult to throw ofL 

The need for good restaurants, 
decent public houses and wise 
bars and Londoo-sryle shopping 
are part of an overall strategy to 
have Binningham re gar ded as an 
international and national centre 
rather than a provincial dty. 

The ca m paign wiwMk to its 
cultural profile, which was un¬ 
kindly regarded as low until the 
Sadler’s Wells Royal Balks so- 
nounced that it wiH relocate to 
Birmingham, already proud of its 
Simon Rattle-led City of 
Birmin gham Symphony oreh- 

All tire while, the dty has hen 
able to paint to its good commun¬ 
ications at the heart of the 
motorway n e t wor k, its mam fine, 
rail links to London and its fast- 
growing international airport — 
where a new Enrohob terminal is 
to be built to cope with toe 
demand for scheduled flights to 
European centres. 

A £1 biffion light rail system fink 

Birming ham in the Black Qpmrtry 
is alro coming nearer to fruition. 




- -if; 




Birmingham 

lle.J vjedMe*itu uioikihQ 


rl 


■i \ 




1 n 

Uiw ^ ; 


i) 


1 




* ? * 





A V 


w «*. 


Y 


S%./- 


Jungheinrich 


“K. 


umitomo Bank 


Apricot. Triple 


Mercury Communi 


cat 


o n 5 . 


Industrial S 


ociety. Horizon- 














TIMES THURSDAY MAR 



BIRMINGHAM/2 BIRIVUNGHAM’S 


next century 


:S # 


*■“ ' v *" V# 


L -5. 


' • V*5 

• ■■ - .. ^ 

' 

/■:£$ 

SV !■ 

;.■■■•- 

• £»i 

• • : V; 

- :■ r-.- ^ 




\M3 
..."; F*si 

. - 

■•* *1 

. *- ^ 




r* 

•" .rr: ri;.; 

;. f:; u 5 

■;55 

‘•.v-i •.*- ’• 

'.■““i. 

" --Ta: 

• »■*' 

"• u-?S 


-*••••• ' x 


! •“f 




F or almost rixofthe 11 year* 
that Mrs Thatcher's Con¬ 
servative G ov e rnm ent has 
dominated titeuttad pol¬ 
itical wesa, the Labour Party has 
controlled Birmin gham, the coun¬ 
try’s second largest city and re¬ 
garded by many as the most so%h^ 
after electoral prize among the local 

authorities. 

Though it is> frustrating for the 
city coundTs Conservative oppo¬ 
sition, there has been a degree of 
political consensus orcrihe path the 

city should follow in the 1990s. 

Even when tiie h uge l y moderate 
Labour group raised the rates by 43 
per cent in one year and later 
descended into Umnod over the 
activities of a significant minority of 
lettering members, the Tories were 
un able t o turn it to their long- term 
advantage. 

Labour's six yeare in office have 
been under the leadership of Sir 
Richard Knowles, who, at 72, is a 
veteran local gov e r nm ent poli¬ 
tician. He has a backgramd as a 
Labour Party org an i z er and is 
known for his no-nonsense attitude 
and his belief that politics is about 
power. He acted ruthlessly agawnt 
the group's left, which bad accused 
him of abandoning socialism, and 
appears to have subdued its 
activities. 

Sr Richard was once described as 
a “machine politician” and was 
told by a senior Tory minis ter that 
his ptobtan was that bethought like 
a capitalist, w hi ch was pres um ably 
-intended as a comptimenL 
rvntral to Sr Richard’s leader¬ 


ship las been his willingness, and 
tfms the willingness of most of his 
group, to do business with the 
private sector in a muftftade of 
schemes designed to regenerate the 
local economy after tiie recession. 

Hie city, council is a minority 
partner m the country's only pri¬ 
vate-sector led development 
agency, in which five bif construc¬ 
tion companies are drawing up a £1 

bfflion prefect to redevelop more 

than 2,000 acres of oast Burning . 
ham. G o v ern m ent —»H European 
Community grants have dwo as-' 
listed the cd/s redevelopment 

The fret that the pri va te sector 
has been cmhreced by the council 
over the years has resulted in a large 
degree of agreement on the city 

rannrfl It ha«t hmnghf wwwo. 

turns f ro m the left, ie pre ren ting 
about 21 of the 67 seats held by 
Labour, which said Sir Richard 
cared more for enterp ri se than 
services. This was as tiie city sought 
a new destiny as an inte rnati onal 
bnriness dty, based on the expected 
puffins power of the £150 million 
intefiurt l niMii Convention Centre, 
dne to open next year, and the 
Birmingham-based National Ex¬ 
hibition Centre, the country's larg¬ 
est exhibition venue. 

Linked to the IOC development 
wfltt be tiie first purpose-built hold 
to be opened in the UK by the Hyatt 
International Corporation. - 

Sir Richard sees nothing wrong 
with tiie local authority spearhead¬ 
ing such schemes in which tiie 
private sector is involved. “Nobody 
questions my commitment to. 




Private ■e c t ar finhas'Sfr Richard A pUkaopUcatTery: Reg Hales 


socialism, not even .tiie most left- 
vring member of the Labour Party in 
Birmingham," he rays. “The real 
argument is whether a mixed econ¬ 
omy fr incompatible with socudimi 


• Bfantahan City Cwrfl is 
effo^ a^Masalary pack¬ 
age to attract a ifirecter of pohfic 
affidn to m e nag e a 40 strong 
teste proraeti ag the city as a 


and 1 do not think it b» Paternalism 
is all wrong.” 

Sir Richard, who was knighted 
last year for his services to local 
go ve rnm ent, believes his group is 
maintaining Birmingham's tra¬ 


dition of municipal a n ftqi ri w for 
which Joseph Chamberlain, one of 
the city's most ■ anipf ^' if 

remembered. *T think we shall be an 

i nte ma t m nal -city — there IS ttO 

doubt about tint—but that means 
we have got to do a lot of other 
tiringa It is nogoodjust building the 
convention centre. We have to have 
shops to go with it, make the city 
nentwe more* to pedes¬ 

trians and re-build the Bull Ring. 
Our slogan is ‘the big heart of 
Engbmf, but our logo ought to be 
tiie crane and bulldozer because we 
knock the city down and rebuild it 
about every 20 years.” 

Sir Richard believes Labour 
could well retain control of the city 
council for another three years, 
during which time both education 
and social services would be a 


‘Our logo ought to be 
the crane and 
bulldozer because we 
rebuild the city about 
every 20 years’ 


priority. And there is no sign that he 
is ready to give up the leadership of 
his group or that there will be any 
serious attempt to oust him. 

Reg Hales, aged 60, the Conser¬ 
vative group leader who has been in 
local government for almost 30 
yean, is philosophical about his 
party's long period in opposition, 
although he foresees trouble ahead 
fix- the Labour group through its 
“profligate” derision to impose a 
£406-a-head community char ge on 
the dty. He cbnns that it has been 
set deaberatdy high in the hope that 
the Government win be blamed. 

Mr Hales said: “The community 
charge win be a great stq> forward in 
acco un tability and in the longterm 
it has got to be to otzr advantage. It 
will make the council accountable 
for the very first time. We are 
delighted that Labour is working 
with the private sector. A kit of the 
problems of the Labour group have 
been caused because many left¬ 
wingers believe it is following 
Conservative principles and has 
abandoned socialism.” 

He said there was a bi-partisan 
approach to p roj ect s tike the 

m n v Mitinn centre, al thftn gb Tafarm r 

harf over-run the budget on that 
scheme by about £25 million. The 
IOC and NEC were both Conserva¬ 
tive projects which Labour had 
taken over, he said. 

“I do not think,” he added, “that 
there is any doubt that Birmingham 
is going to be'the rity of the next 
century. Of all the cities in the 
country, ft has pulled itsdf up by its 
bootstraps.” 


Polishing the jewel 
in the city’s crown 


• Tr ust acros s Birmingham's 

I inner ring road, separated 
from the city centre, is a 
historic industrial area tint 
jrianners believe has been 
-neglected for too long. 

. The JeweDory Quarter re¬ 
mains a centre of British 
jewellery-making. Flans have 
been annhunced to improve 
-its appeal as a residential and 
.business-area close to the 
centre of the city, while 

- hi g h li gh ting ft$ tourist poten¬ 
tial 

The quarter is an imp o rtant 
part of the dty coundTs 
strategy for industrial 
improvement under which 
grants are available for restor¬ 
ing and refurbishing dilapi¬ 
dated buDdinps. 

The council ft planning to 
identity “quartos” se par a ted 
from the efty centre by the 
inner ring road. It wants to 
enhance the character of these 
areas, but also integrate them 
with foe city centre. 

Other quarters include 
Chinatown, where Avatar is 
undertaking a £30 million 


business and leisure develop¬ 
ment; the Gunsmiths Quarter; 
the Greater Convention 
Centre area, where , the £150 

fniTlinn Intwimtin Tpl f/mven. 
fmn fVfitiy if nmterqwif hnn. 

turn; Warwick Bar and Dig- 
beth, where a media zone is 
being created; and _ Aston 
Triangle, which co n t ain s As¬ 
tern University campus and 
- the Aston Science PferiL - 

Part of the plan to regen¬ 
erate the JeweOoy Quarter 
involves a propped jewellery 
business centre in a council- 
owned block of derelict budd¬ 
ings- 

Under the joint-venture 

scheme between the city coun¬ 
cil and Grosvenor Lauog Ur¬ 
ban Ent er pri se , a long lease 
has been granted to the Duchy 
of Cornwall, which has 
awarded a £2.7 million con¬ 
tract to Wales Construction to 
begin work on the project The 
Department of Environment 
is also providing £1 million. 

Other plans for the area 
indude a £750,000 museum 
and exhibition centre dedi- 



ihiikt mmonnes rtpre* 
sent abate 15 per cent of 


IMMHI nnxes win-usury 

cated to tiie jewellery industry, j 
The city coundl betieves 
man ufiu iiifing w<l mdustiy 
must be maintained in tire 
Jewellery Quarter, although 
new developments, including 
residential and leisure pro¬ 
ject^ will be considered. Plan¬ 
ners also want to use.the 
Bummgham. and Fazdey Ca¬ 
nal winch passes through the 
district, as a tourist attraction 
and centrepiece of new water¬ 
side developments. . 

The city council has recog¬ 
nized that the Jewellery Quar¬ 
ter suffers from its physical 
isolation from tire city centre 
because of the inner ringroad. 


ioa of iterate a mate, ante of 
them from Asian and Afre- 
Caribbeaa backgrounds. 

ft is estimated that there are 
raorefhaa 106 ethnic grasps in 
the dty, ■anyoftiMte firing hi 
hnerdty areas each as 
Ha a ds warth andSparkbrook, 
representing different racial, 
refigbus aad r te t ro l hack- 
groanda. Aranwg the aost 
recent are Vietnaawse boat 
people, arriving from Hong 
Kre^tosettie with relatives. 

- Therariti-radal native of 
M n ai a gh nab reflected by the 
canqporitioa of ttedty coufi, 
where 17 of toe 117 Inborn 
conariBors have Ada and 
AfroCarfrbean ori gin s. One 
of them is Naira 
deputy durir of the edacatlen t 
tt»— 1 ** T ttr r aad a — I 

who came to Bmnmghaia with 
ha fnrily from Pakistan fa 
1964. 

She mays: *T mm very prowd 
of the way Birmingham b 
deveb p l B g- ItMakaaosthlack 
peop le wffl ra y th at they fry 
been treated very sympatheti¬ 
cally h nil ■iBghain, com¬ 
pared with other cities. 

“ft does not mean that we do 
not sffil sail er problems of 


Rich mix 
of races 


racbm and, in my case, sex- 
isau D teform e awdayfamgy, 
B irmingh am has been very 
good to us. We wait to stay 
here and make a rntei Iha lhm 
to repa y what the dty has 
done forte.” 

She accepts that mete 
people from the ethnic minor¬ 
ities live is inner-city areas, 
awch as Sparkbrook and 
Handsworth, where there were 
serious disturbances in 1985 
leading to two deaths and 
milhoro of pounds worth of 
piopiityilaniegi Bteshesaya 
th^ are aot ghettos. 

“The atmosphere iaHaods- 


worth and is the hnw dty 
areas ant the way tney are 
bring devdoped b really very 
good. I think people wfll 
Jteegrate natmally and. If yoa 
look at the Mack population, 
there b a progression of 
people moving away from the 
fancr dties as they grow sp.” 

Corodfinr Hafeez a ccepts 
that TaUimo hsdmotiBm 
is an bsne, bat says most. 
Marians are —t eac hfb b. 
“People need to fed they can 
practise thew own refighm and 
mmab, whtlhii tiny are Irish 
or Mesfins. ft yon try to 
ss p prc ss it, people wfll rebeL 
If you say people have got to 
Integrate and become western¬ 
ized and that their driktrea 
have to attend school with a 
predominantly Christian 
assembly, they will fed threat¬ 
ened.” 


FIRST 

CHOICE 

AilareofuHtioned, wahjm^baihvm and taring 
Jour hour room service, tea and a$e making fadliua, heaed 
avuser press, mini bar, hairdryer and cdoar tekrislon mh Inn- 
House moms. 

Ask too about our Exmarn Club bedrooms, hauriaoty 
fimushed andfidfy equipped jar the disoemmg bower owaffcr, 

-#^pbriogShuv- 

FuHy equippedfknm and leisure cenae with sauna, solarium, 
gymnasium and swimming pool 

-t-- 

Tm relaxing bars with live music most nights. Conservatory 
Restaurant soring imenuaSaud cuisine cfdrn highest standard 
together with a Juil Coffee Shop menu. 

■ - 

gjqtfflbg confemce end seminarJaaBties,Jbrtqt to 150 
delegates* compiae with ike very latest audio visual eguipment. 

-- 

Easy to find, with ample parking, the hotel is quickly accessible 
firm ail motorway routes, tmnuus from New Street Station and a 
mat calnide from Birmingham International Airport and 
National Exhibition Centre. 


80UDAY INN, BZRMINGHAIf. HOLLIDAY ST. BtXMINC&Alrf B11HB, 
ENGLAND. TELEPHONE: Q2i-£3) 200U TOEX; 3J7Z72. FAX; 021-60 901S 


BIRMINGHAM’S EXPERIENCED HOTEL 
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For your coupuier reqabemeott 
Sn^e user w odg m i oo s to muM-user Unix Syaems I 
Software developaient ■ Thimog ■ On-site maintenance I 
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BIRMINGHAM CABLE CORPORATION 



STARTING TODAY 
TO BUILD THE COMMUNICATIONS 
NETWORK OF TOMORROW 

Tet 021-233 9696 m ’ 233 “ 
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THE INTERNAB0NAI CONVENTION CENTRE, 
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PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE 
BUILDING FOR TODAY 

Petty Thomas PartnereMp am at the forefront of fra revfttesstion of 
Brirtngham'i CHyCantre, Having prepared tho^Townscapa Study for 
the Broad StrotR od avrippc wn t Aiwa. FTP are cunmgy involved as 
‘Arriitocts with RHWL for the (ntemational 

OomantbnOenlre and New Symphony HaB. 

* Mastwpbnnsre and fandecapo strategists for the BtWteyPiaco 
prajact which inctudrathe Natknai Indoor Aram, the National 
Aquarium Festival Matte, offioea. antaRakmanL IwAagaand 
Blum 

■Arehasd* lor itm raw NmoW on Broad Stnut and dorignersof 

MverriofBco and ratafibuerings In thaCtty Centre. 

Fy ftaUwr Infanradon p f e ara contact 
Pwcy Thomas Partnership 

Civic House 

156 Greet Charles Street 
ffirmingham B3 3HN 
Tek 021 233 4474 
Fax: 021 2334236 
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CHAR TEA ED ARCHITECTS 

47 &4S Quadrant Court. Cahhorpe Road. 
Edgbaston. Birmingham Bib TTM 
Telephone: 021-454 4171 
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On April 2nd, 1991 the 
International Convention Centre, 
Birmingham becomes a reality. 

And Us easy to see why 
business is already being attracted. 

With 11 cooQy adaptable halls 
It will offer the most advanced 
meeting environment available for 
30 to 3000 people. And with our 
expertise we can take care of every 
aspect of your planning. . 

There'll also be an amazing 
array of on-slte facilities, like the 
Symphony Hall, a Festival 
Marketplace, Britains biggest 
indoor sports arena, a wide choice 
of restaurants and its own Hyatt 
Regency hoteL All in the centre 
of Birmingham, die city which 
lies at the heart of Britain's oavd 
network. 

Now you know why so many 
people are looking into the ICC. 

So cut the coupon. And make 
sure you're part of the new era Hi 
business communications. 
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BIRMINGHAM# 


(FOCUS) 


New soul of a great 
old industrial city 



Pattip gnH Rrrim-irithBnTniiiffham’sorthesti^SimnnRatlfereDresentsabeaamefcnltnreinanothenriseharrenlandscape 


C ustomers in 
ham ’s James 
ley public house were 
not mistaken. There 
among the small group of 
young people in the comer 
was Kenneth Branagh, the 
actor hailed as a new Law¬ 
rence Olivier. Beside him was 
his wile, the actress Emma 
Thompson. 

Was the presence of the two 
rising stars of stage and screen 
in a Birmin gham pub St 
demonstration of the city’s 
claim that it was rapidly 
ascending the cultural and 
artistic ladder? 

In fact, the actors were 
appearing across the road at 
the Bir mingham Repertory 
Theatre, which Mr Branagh 
had chosen for the British 
launch last year of his Renais¬ 
sance Theatre Company. It 
brought to Britain's second 
city Shakespearean produo* 
turns ackowfedged to be of a 


Once considered something of a 
cultural desert, Birmingham is. 
becoming an oasis for the arts 


quality rarely found outside 
London or Stratford. 

Mr Branagh and his com¬ 
pany have since moved on, 

leaving Bi rmingham to the job 

of convincing a hhherto- 
doubtful public that the name 
of the city and the pursuit of 
cultural and artistic excellence 
can be spoken of in the same 
breath without raising a hol¬ 
low laugh. 

Ironically, in terms of more 
popular entertainment, Birm¬ 
ingham has been able to boast 
a considerable reputation* 
through events at the National 
Exhibition Centre, on the 
eastern outskirts of the city, 
where the Arena auditorium 


has reverberated to the sounds* 
of some of the world’s best- 
known singers and groups, 
including Brace Springsteen^ 
Paul McCartney, Tina Turner, 
Bany Manilow and Fleetwood 

Mar. Bi rmingham aim has an 

annual jazz festival which is 

gaining rapidly in flatiw; and 

popularity. 

However, in previousyeaxs 
it had seemed that the City of 
Birmingham Symphony Or¬ 
chestra and its world-class 
conductor, Simon Rattle, 
comprised the only beacon of 
classical “high-brow” enter¬ 
tainment in an otherwise bar¬ 
ren cultural landscape. 

More budding work is 


under way on a project in¬ 
tended to yphannn further 

Bi rmingham ’s imag e* the new 

home of the Sadler's Wells 
Royal Ballet, relocating from 
London to the Birmingham 
Hippodrome theatre. The 
council is spending £4 milli on 
to build a headquarters and 
studios for the company and 
will join with the Arts Council 
in providing .another £2 mil¬ 
lion of funding. 

The Hippodrome was al¬ 
ready a second home to 
Sadler’s Wells, but the news of 
its permanent move was 
trumpeted by dty leaders with 
the kind of gusto normally 
reserved for an announcement 
that a leading manufacturer 
was about to create thousands 
of new jobs. 

The delight a gnifiwi the 
importance Bi rmingham now 
attaches to developments that 
chip away at the old image of a 
grey, soulless and, above all, 
provincial city. 


T he I9i 

happy 

ming h 


1980s were an on- 
time for Bir- 
mingtam' j; two uni¬ 
versities. The University of 
Birmingham and the Uni¬ 
versity of Aston suffered the 
cuts and retrenchment en¬ 
dured by universities across 
the countiy. However, the 
gloom is lining and both are 
talking of op p ort un ities for 
expansion. 

The academic and financ ial 
health of Birmingham 
University, which has a reput¬ 
ation for engineering and sci¬ 
ence, and Aston, a leading 
technological university, is 
considered of critical impor¬ 
tance for a dty striving far a 
reputation as a European busi¬ 
ness centre and at a time when 
the two institutions are forging/ 
closer links through research 
collaboration with local com¬ 
merce and industry 

vProfessor Michael Thomp¬ 
son, Bi rmingham University’s 
vice chancellor and principal, 
recognized this when be said: 
“It is encouraging that the city 
has taken the view that a 
major international dty of the 
21 st century must have 
amongst its most glittering 
assets a great university of 
international standing. We 
can provide that.** 

At Aston, on the other side 
of the city centre, the message 
is equally bullish. Academic 
staff there have been told that 
the university is poked to 
surge up the university league 
by the mid-1990s. 

Prof Thompson also spoke 
of the prospect of expanding 
by as many as 1,000 students 
-about 10 per cent—over the 
next few years. He said: “The 
university is chang m g and is 
going tO Continue to fharigp 
very rapidly. We now have the 
remarkable phenomenon — 
not seen in universities for 
more than 20 years — of the 
deans and heads of schools 
worrying about the problem of 
how to cope with rapid expan¬ 
sion. There are some exciting 
opportunities. The problems 
are difficult and solving them 
will be very demanding, but I 
believe the new dimate is very 
good for Birmingham.” 

The optimism centres on 
government statements that 



A great a<t yr nf international standing: Birmingham University strives for new excellence! 

Learning lessons j 

The city’s two universities are set for growth = 


numbers in higher education 
should increase substantially 
over the next 25 years and the 
introduction of a system of 
competitive bidding through 
the Universities Funding 
Council, which will determine 
the number of students in uni¬ 
versities. 

Aston and Bi rmingham 
universities have emerged 
from the recession in acade¬ 
mia leaner and titter after a 
decade / of seeking more eff¬ 
ective use of resources and 
additional funding from 
sources other than the Gov¬ 
ernment purser 

Prof Thompson believes 
that Bir mingham University 


will attract more students 
from groups that were once 
unrepresented, particularly 
women, ethnic minorities and 
mature students. The num¬ 
bers could also include more 
“day” students from the 
region. 

Prof Thompson said: “The 
university wOl have to pay 
greater attention to its roots in 
Birmingham and the West 
Midlands and local people 
must be made more aware 
that they have in their midst a 
university which teaches prac¬ 
tically every academic disci¬ 
pline to the highest attainable 
standards,” 

Last year, Birmingham 


University commissioned a; 
MORI poll to discover how^ 
the institution was rated! 
Among managera in industry 
and commerce, it came fount 
in Britain and overall was! 
regarded as in the top ten. 

At Aston, Prof Sir Frederick^ 
Crawford, the vice chancellor^ 
believes the institution laid; 
solid foundations for growth • 
during the struggles of the past 
decade. He said: “The pay-ofT; 
from our massive rcstructur- • 
mg programme in the 1980s is! 
already evident from it; .Aston ■ 
is almost dear of the danger \ 
zone, and poised ready to! 
surge up the university by the- 
mid-1990s...” 


A review of the property mar¬ 
ket has conduded that Bir¬ 
mingham has emerged 
from the dark tunnel of the 
recession with its economy more 
buoyant than at almost any time 
in the last 100 years. Hie study, 
completed before the latest rise in 
mortgage interest rates, ack¬ 
nowledges the “greatly depressed” 
state of the housing market and 
caution in the retail sector. How¬ 
ever, it judges from a detailed 
assessment of property across the 
commercial, industrial, leisure 
and residential sectors that there is 


An office property market to build on 


growing confidence in opportu¬ 
nities for the 1990s. 

The review was conducted by 
Grimley JR Eve, a firm of char¬ 
tered surveyors. It claims the 
West Midlands office maxket is at 
the start of a new era because of 
the growing number of companies 
relocating in the region, especially 
from the South-east. 

By October last year, almost 


1.25 million sq ft of office space 
was under construction in Birm¬ 
ingham, which is in third place 
behind London and Manchester 
in terms of office concentration. 

The report says that on average 
die cost of office space in central 
London, taking account of rents, 
rates and services charges, is four 
times higher than in central Birm¬ 
ingham, although the gap between 


Bi rmingham and the South-east is 
expected to dose. 

It expects that prime areas for 
office location in Birmingham 
will be in the Broad Street area, 
where the £150 million Inter¬ 
national Convention Centre (IOC) 
is being built, and, Birmingham 
Heartlands, where Britain’s first 
private-sector led development 
agency is organizing development 


packages for the regeneration of 
2,000 acres of derelict land. 

The report warns that d emand 
for industrial accommodation is 
outstripping supply in the region 
and that rents for prime industrial 
units in Birmin gham have in¬ 
creased by up to 50 per cent over 
the past two years, although they 
have recently consolidated. 

The survey also records strong 


demand for space in business 
paries. A prime growth area is 
expected to be in the east and 
south east of Birmingham, where 
the first stage of the new M40 
motorway was recently opened to 
link with thoM42. However, the 
survey notes caution in the retail 
property market, which has suf¬ 
fered a downturn, and hesitancy 
among leading retailers to expand 


because of the economic climate. 

The hotel sector is one of the 
fastest-growing in Birmingham,, 
spumed by the business expected 
to be generated by the convention^ 
centre and the report notes a, 
revival in tenpin bowling antC 
bingo facilities and greater de-_ 
mand for cinemas and nightclubs. 

In the residential market, the- 
report says that landowners are.' 
reluctant to sell at prices which.irr 
some cases, are half those of a year- 
ago. Despite the depressed stale of- 
the housing market, there are stilt- 
proposals for new developments. I 
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Now in a High Street near you, 
Europe’s most European bank 

With more than 2,300 branches in France and over 360 offices in the 
rest of Europe, Cnsdit Lyonnais can offer a comprehensive banking 
service for the European Market 

Our new branch in Birmingham provides the full spectrum of banking 
services. With an emphasis on international and treasury activities, 
Credit Lyonnais is particularly well placed to meet all domestic and 
foreign exchange operations and trade related finance requirements. 

Please contact: Gerard Baumann or Mike Farish, Credit Lyonnais 
City Plaza, 2nd Floor, Cannon Street, Birmingham B2 5EF. 
Tel: 021-633 3171. Rax: 021-643 0886. 
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ie Times’100 
World Top Companies 

(and hundreds of others) 

chose 

PAULINE HYDE & ASSOCIATES 

...because of the eating way we have helped 
thousands to overcome the problems of redundancy. 

In our last full year 63% of our clients obtained 
positions with better salaries. 

To find out how to benefit your executives and 
staff..-, and your Company, in situations of restructuring 
and career transition contact 

Christopher Blasdale 

PAULINE HYDE & ASSOCIATES LTD 

A Hmau Resource Coanfcuiqr Specialising in Career TmtsMoa «ad RMapfoymeal ConnseUing 

LYNDON HOUSE 62 HAGLEY ROAD EDGBASTON BIRMINGHAM B«S 8PE 
TELEPHONE 021-4561545 FAX 021-456 2216 

LONDON GLASGOW DUBLIN SYDNEY 

AND ASSOCIATED Offices ^THROUGHOUT EUROPE, USA & CANADA 


Winning at sport 


A £50-miflion National Indoor 
Arena for Sport is being built 
on a site adjoining the Inter¬ 
national Convention Centre in 
Birmingham. 

Dae to open in October next 
year, it will be able (n stage 
international athletic and 
otto-indoor sporting everts. 

The arena win have a six- 
lane, 200 -metre athletics 
track, which can be removed to 
create a main floor area for 
other big events, such as 
championship boxing, with a 
capacity of 13,000 spectators. 

Beneath the main arena will 
be a oomm unity sports kalL 
There will also be parking for 


2,600 vehicles. Terry GoMingT 
chief executive of the Nation^ 
Exhibition Centre, which is 
responsible for marketing andl 
management of the arena,, • 
says: “It will provide Britain 
with a superb indoor sporty 
venue to attract internathnud 
events. " 

“And ft will offer a facility ty. 
sprats which have been pre- 
vionsfy neglected.” «. 

The arena is (ridding to hosf . 
the World Gymnastics Cham¬ 
pionships in 1993, the Euro¬ 
pean Men’s Volleyball Cham-, 
pionships in 1995 and the 
World Netball Champtafc. 
ships in 1995. 


Bringing Certainty and 
Economy to Business 
and Capital Projects 



High-Point pic 


p^ctpromotcrs and consultants 

in development and construction 

CONTACT: 

Robert V. Wharton 

Deputy Chairman & Group Chief Executive 

Tel: 021-632 4561 

Fax: 021-643 6024 

- 43 offices w o r l d w I d e 


DOUGLAS 


Helping to Build a Better Bi rming ham 

ROBERT M. DOUGLAS HOLDINGS PLC George Road Birmingham B23 7RZ 


CONSTRUCTION - PROPERTY AND HOUSING - CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT AND PLANT * SPECIALIST CONTRACTING AND MATERIALS 
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Rock j^oyn**: Dfvert waves 
•nd encourage sedimentation, tn 
the long tBrm these prove 
cheaper and more pofiticaiy- 
palu t abte than using tropical 
hardwood tiiTiber. The design • 
vogue change of the 90s is 
positioning Y-shaped groynes In 


Hydrodynamic curve wane: 

The wave attack on a curved face 
is turned back on itself, 
dissipating the energy as 
turbule n ce. The wans can be 
combined with large pipes 
beneath the shingle into which 
water surges in and out, 
decreasing scour which can 
erode the wait toe. Or targe 
boulders (5-7 tonnes) can be 
put at foot of wan to protect toe 
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_ he scars from last week’s 

r I • storms will be visible 
I around the coast of 

. M- Britain for years, testify- 

• tag to the power of the 

IT sea When its immense energy is 
. _1" unleashed. They also illustrate 
what can be expected when the 
predicted rise in the sea level 
. occurs after the year 2000 from the 

effects of global warming. 

’ Too many of Britain’s coastal 
defences rely cm the product of 
Victorian eivil engineering;solid, 

1 sqimre,- reinforced walls, old 
"v.. groynes to stabilize the sand and 
. •: shingle beadles and break up the 

rolling wave front, and wide 
dykes, which are be ginning to 

_- yield to the relentless pounding of 

the tide and waves. 

y-Nflf With carpets still soggy in the 
[JUli north Wales town of Towyn, civil 
V . engineers throughout Britain 
r " 1 :“ Ijnow that similar weaknesses in 
'■, sea defences ebewhere, combined 
‘ With increasingly frequent “freaks 

weather conditions, place hun- 

• ** dreds of miles of coastline at risk. 
r*’* 1 - ““We have got an enormous 
;• jdc» node of old sea walls. I am not 

spying we should panic unduly, 
bat there is a high level of 
.-fri# €000670,** Dr Alan Brampton, 
r*«:W director of the coastal engineering 
group at the Hydraulics Research 
, Sfatkm in Wallingford, Oxford- 

shire, says. 

‘“At Towyn nobody would have 
' .a".! expected sudi a severe attack. 

1 a This winter has been so violent it 
: could stiike anywhere." 

Such extensive damage has not 
occurred since 1953, when 307 
— people $ed as a result of marine 
flooding mainly on the east coast 
of Britam, and 32,000people were 
evacuated from their homes. 

; As eatis storm or flood has 
occurred, newspapers have la¬ 
belled them as “freak floods**, 
"freak winds" or “freak storms”, 
or started' reports with -“The 
j weather went mad yesterday”. 

• Engineers, their hands tied by 
disparate funding and shrinking 

* budgets, predict they will be more 
frequent A Government pledge of 
*554 million a year for renewal of 
coastal defences by 1993 has been 
decried as a. drop in the ocean. 
Unless vast sums are spent, land, 
hvestock and hdman fives will 

. remain endangered, She engineers 

s?y. 

J. <*'- ■ “Sea walls can cost £5,000 for 

efreh metre run. So £50 million 
would buy 10 kilometres of sea 
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More frequent 
storms and rising 
sea levels threaten 
our shores. 
Bronwen Jones 
investigates 

wall, and we have more than 
10,000 kilometres of coast,” Dr 
Brampton says. “It is not possible 
with the money we put in to 
guarantee safety.” 

The technology used to protect 
our coast is one of die slowest 
areas of civil engineering to 
change, because of die high risks 
entailed in making an incorrect 
decision. 

Trends in sea defence technol¬ 
ogy are moving towards ways of 
fooling nature: with floating mats 
of plastic seaweed, mock rods, 
honeycombed concrete that 
absorbs the waves* energy, or 
curves in once-angular walls to 
make the incoming tide roll back 
on itself 

But the protection slogan for the 
Nineties is “softness is strength”. 
Although every coast protection 
device ever tried could still prove 
to be the ideal answer for particu¬ 
lar geomorphology, the move is 
towards the “super breakwater” 
fending offthe waves at a distance. 
The rectangular profile of old sea 
walls is out They met force with 
force, whereas the strategy now is 
to divert and dissipate wave and 
wind energy. 

In The Netherlands, vast tracts 
of land are at or below 1 sea level, 
and the problems are correspond¬ 
ingly worse. But necessity has also 
made the Dutch engineers among 
the best in coastal protection, and 
adoption of their soft approach in 
recent years is likely to become 
common in Britain. 

New structures in Britain al¬ 
ready tend to follow this approach, 
but lack of money in many pans of 
the country means the only “sol¬ 
ution” is short term. 

In raising wall heights to deal 
with a rising sea levd, engineers 
are having to reassess 20-year, 50- 
year and 100 -year events as storm 
frequency increases. 

The main problem in coastal 


protection is disparate funding. 
The Property Services Agency, 
British Rail, the Department of 
Trade and Industry, the National 
Rivera Authority and local 
authorities are responsible for 
different stretches of onaaflmft. In 
some areas the residents are even 
responsible for pro tec tin g their 
frontages. 

Coastal recession in Britain can 
be as much as two metres a year in 
some areas, but this can be 
balanced .by natural or man- 
assisted land reclamation 
elsewhere. • 

Tampering with this continual 
process of sediment transport and 
deposition cannot be approached 
lightly. .It is analysed by three- 
dimensional computer modelling, 
so that beadies or whole villages 
are not lost — as happened eariy 
this century with Hall sands in 
Devon. 

Computer modelling can simu¬ 
late water flow speed increases or 
re du ct io n against new groyne 
designs by inputting tidal range, 
average depth, tidal period and the 
simulation time. If the structure 
does not stow or deflect the waves 
enough, a new structure is de¬ 
signed on screen. 


Wales, is to have a gently sloping 
face to the sea wall — which uses 
considerably more material—and 
face it with an asphaltic layer or 
with a single layer of honeycomb 
armour. 

Hollowed hexagonal tubes or 
hollowed-out “cubes” with angled 
comers use up to 50 per cent less 
con cre t e than other man-made 
schemes. They vary from 1 ft to 
4ft across, and hexagonal units 
have to be laid with one pair of 
points facing up and down -the 
slope. ■ 

Commonly known as “sea- 
bees”, s mall vitrified day v er sions 
have been used with great success 
in Australia, and similar schemes 
with concrete have been used on a 
harbour in Jersey and on WirraL 


They need tight packing to be 
effective. 

Hie disadvantage of disparate 
coastal protection is that efficient 
land retention by one borough 
could starve schemes in a “neigh¬ 
bouring borough to encourage 
sedimentation of material that 
was previously eroded and deliv¬ 
ered regularly. 


A n equally strange idea 
that has been used quite 
successfully in the 
North Sea, around oil 
platforms, is artificial 
seaweed. This is made in mats of 
buoyant plastic— the inverse of a 
plastic door curtain — but it is 
difficult to anchor in shallower 
water. 


Plastic can also be used in 
geomembranes to retain sub¬ 
marine slopes, particularly on 
large groyne structures or artificial 
islands. They can be combined 
with natural materials, as in 
Belgium, where blankets of willow 
tree brandies are tied to poly¬ 
propylene fabric and weighted 
down with stones to stop scouring 
of breakwater foundations. 

If sediments are too “loose” to 
build a groyne above, they are 
compacted into. place by large 
probes that are held by cranes on 
barges, and vibrated vertically. 
Explosives are used for deep 
compaction, the charge impact 
causing liquefaction of the sand, 
which then settles into a more 
riwwPj stable structure. 


While the restoration of natural 
beadies, sand dunes and marshes 
might provide a natural buffer 
against the sea in some places, 
engineering of immensely costly 
sea walls and dykes mil be needed 
if the present boundaries of the 
British coastline are to be main¬ 
tained in the face of a 3 ft rise in 
sea levels, forecast for the year 
2050. 

Some experts believe that na¬ 
ture should be left to cope in many 
places, so that money can be 
diverted to larger, more vulner¬ 
able areas where man-made de¬ 
fences are necessary. It may be 
impractical to think of protecting 
all areas at present defended 
against floods. But the (dans and 
choices should be made now. 


B reakwaters have to be 
positi oned to prevent di¬ 
rect confrontation be¬ 
tween land mass and 
wave power. Minor pro¬ 
montories are constructed to pro¬ 
tect the coastline indirectly by 
interrupting longshore drift. 

Groynes or breakwaters can be 
made of timber, concrete, piles of 
rode or rock-substitutes, metal 
sheet piling or a combination of 
two or more of these. 

In addition to long groynes 
joined to the coast at one end and 
splaying in a wide-angled “Y” at 
the other, offshore breakwaters 
and artificial islands are built to 
curb wave power. No structure is 
designed to stop longshore drift, 
just to slow it or to persuade it to 
leave a little extra sediment 
behind. 

Some coastal armouring mimics 
rock mounds, using reinforced 
concrete moulded into shapes like 
the pieces of a child's game of 
jacks. They can be up to 6 ft high, 
and piling them higgledy-piggledy 
is intentional, as the more voids 
between them the better the wave 
energy is dissipated. 

Another option, tried in north 
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Pen-friendly computer 

T he day when we jot 
down shopping lists on 
pocket-sized computers 
rather than on scraps of 
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T he day when we jot 
down shopping lists on 
pocket-sized computers 
rather than on scraps of 
paper has come a little- 
nearer with the arrival of a new, 
frpertack-rized computer that 
recognizes handwriting and does 
away with a keyboard in favour of 
dh electronic pen. 

Sony, the Japanese electronics 
manufacturer, plans to market its 
talmTop computer from next 
month. It is-not the first company 
to produce a computer which uses 
handwriting recognition technol¬ 
ogy rather than a keyboard — 
Canon and Tandy brought out 
vercons last year — tat the 
PalmTop is more compact 
“You don't have to read thick 
manuals or go to training courses 
to be able to ase this machine,” 
Toshi Dot a Sony director, said 
yesterday. The company was ini¬ 
tially “targeting it at busi ne ss m en 
m their 20s and 30s who need a 
portable mode of data entry”. 



The paperback-sized notebook 


Sony's PalmTop can recognize 
more than 3,500 Chinese charac¬ 
ters, Roman letters and Arabic 
numerals as well as graphics using 
a system based on “fuzzy logic", a 
set of reasoning rules that enable 
computers to process information 
expressed in vague terms such as 


the common expression “very hot”. 

The PalmTop flips open like a 
laptop computer and instructions 
are entered with a special pen on 
to an electronic screen. It is priced 
at 198,000 yen (£800) and will, at 
first, only be available in Japan 
until more software is developed. 

The machine — which is eight 
inches wide, six inches deep, 1.8 
inches high and weighs 2.81b — 
includes a software system which 
provides simple word processing, 
a persona] organizer and graphics. 

Data entered is automatically 
organized into a personal data 
base. Additional software for 
salesmen and the insurance in¬ 
dustry is being prepared. 

The PalmTop can store 110 A4- 
size pages- An adaptor allows two- 
way communication of data 
through a fax machine: Sony is 
hoping for monthly production of 
1,000 and expects to sell a total of 
300,000 in three years. 

Joe Joseph,Tukyo 


As soon as an intruder is detected by a TWecom Security 
System, an electronic signal is instantly sent down your telephone 
line to oar Central Monitoring Station. 

Within seconds, we alert the police for you. 

The system also detects smote. And there’s a panic button 
for medical emergencies. 

For an installation fee from just £195, phis a monthly 
monitoring and system hire fee of £14.95,* you have a security 
system that is comprehensive, easy to use - and gets immediate 
results. 

For your free copy of our colour brochure, simply call us free 
on 0800 800 885. Or complete the coupon and return it Freepost 
today. 

Iblecom Security - Britan's best-selling professionally- 
installed home security system from British Ifefecom. 


CAIT FREE 0800 800 885 ANYTIME 


-— -- —■■■ ■■ limits; 

and family. Please send me my Tree copy ofynur colour brochure wilhoui 
| delay. 


MjYJfrsiUs; InaJah. 
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British 

-TELECOM- 

I&youweanswerto 


J 


4 
















































































3S3*8iSHSSgo'SS!&S mSpSliSSSSSmSSE BESOSIM2 


40 


THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 8 1990 


iSWlffi 


Steam-powered cars could help to solve the world’s fuel and pollution problems. M atthew May reports 



Falhjrfpgm Pp<w P pIlanHiTW m hk Pplhiul S ten m ^r — <nm> Mimp heka hrnnn mng grryi i ftK*. “Th ey Hiinlf nf the 19th itui f ury and ask where the man With the shovel SltS T 


Forward to age of steam 


T he idea of a 100-mph car 
than runs on steam is not 
one that springs readily to 
mind. Bat industrial de¬ 
signer and engineer Peter 
FeUandine says his newly developed 
vehicle shows how steam power, 
coupled with modem electronics, 
offers a solation to the world's 
environmental and fuel problems. 

Mr Pellandine has designed the 
Fefland Steamer, a two-seated ve¬ 
hicle which looks like a modem 
petrol-driven sports car. Its power 
source is steam, healed by the same 
oil used in oil-fired central heating 
systems. The oil is pumped through 
a nozzle and the resulting spray 
ignited by a single spark plug. This 
converts water into steam, which is 
then piped to a three-cylinder 
engine where energy is transmitted 
to the crankshaft via double acting 
pistons. 

An electronic system is used to 
control the steam quality and 
provide the driver with information 
on engine performance. 

The car can accelerate from 0 to 
60 mph in eight seconds, has a top 
speed of more than 100 mph and 
can travel 30 miles on a gallon of 
home heating ofl. 

Eventually, Mr Pellandine hopes 
to break the world record for 
reciprocating steam power by 


‘Steam-powered 
vehicles need no 
longer be like the 
dirty and noisy 
railway engines of 
the past; this 
vehicle is cleaner 
and quieter than a 
modern car’ 



where everything gets dirty.** 

Mr Pellandine says steam's con¬ 
stant pressure is another advantage. 
This provides smooth and virtually 
noiseless operation in contrast to 
the noise and vibration of petrol- 
driven en gines. 

The steam engine's major poten¬ 
tial, he believes, is with vehicles 
such as buses and taxis which make 
numerous interrupted journeys in 
the inner cities. The engine's lade of 
gearbox, friction dutch, carburettor 
and timing mechanism would re¬ 
duce servicing and renewal of parts. 
“Cleaner, quieter automatic steam- 
powered taxis would be ideal," Mr 
PeUandine says. 


improving the vehicle's perfor¬ 
mance to produce a top speed of 135 
mph. The current record of 128 
mph was established in 1906. 

Mr Pellandine became interested 
in the idea of steam power in 1974 
when the South Australian govern¬ 
ment commissioned him to con¬ 
struct a prototype steam vehicle. 

The Australians wanted to reduce 
motor vefaide pollution in Adelaide 
which, with hills on one side and sea 
on the other, suffers from smog 
problems in the same way as Los 
Angeles. 

The prototype was built, but work 


on the project was halted when 
government funds ran out In 1978, 
Mr P ellandin e returned to Britain 
and began building a second ver¬ 
sion, attracting more than £60,000 
.in sponsorship. 

The project has been delayed for 
much of the past two years because 
of lack of money. But Mr PeUandine 
recently began work on it again with 
modest support from the Mobil .oQ 
company and Danfoss, a Danish 
supplier of central heating equip¬ 
ment. 

Mr PeUandine says his car offers a 
striking demonstration of the poten¬ 


tial of modern steam power. 
“Steam-powered vehicles need no 
longer be like the dirty and noisy 
railway engines of the past; this 
vehicle is cleaner and quieter than a 
modem car. 

“Oil is pr ett y handy to use, and 
because it bums at atmospheric 
pressure, you get more carbon 
dioxide, but no carbon monoxide. 
Oxides and ni trog en are produced 
at only two to three percent of the 
rate of a modem car,” he says. 

“Burning the oil is dean, just like 
in a central beating system, com¬ 
pared with burning coal in a grate. 


M r PeUandine says some 
people dismiss his 
project as a humorous 
eccentricity. “It's the 
giggle factor. They 
think of the 19th century and ask 
where the man with the shovel sits." 

He says his Pelland Steamer, 
which will be shown this weekend at 
the sports and kit car show at 
Bingley Hall in Stafford, can be 
unreliable. But he is convinced that 
with serious funding steam power 
could become a reliable alternative 
for vehicles by the end of the 
decade: 
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FOREST COMPUTERSTAFR 

Professional Recruitment Consultants 


Engineering 

Product Marketing 


Here is a small selection of our 
current vacancies: 

K/J 

PROGRAMMER 

IBM PC, MS-DOS, UNIX, C 

c£15K 

REF: C9549 

ANALYST/PROGRAMMER 

IBM S3X, AS400, RPGIWHOR 400 

EEXCELLENT 

REF: C9485 

ANALYST PROGRAMMER 

ICL 2900, COBOL, Financial 

to £21K 

REF: CC4521 

DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 

IBM M/F/PC Skills, Financial area 

C£23K+BENEFITS 

REF: CC4526 

SNR. ANALYST PROGRAMMER 

IBM or DEC, Hi-Level Language 

to £30K 

REF: HC6169 

SOFTWARE ENGINEER 

IBM PC BASED, C and ASSEMBLER 

£NEG071ABLE 

REF: C9556 

F R E S Contact Forest now! 

e 

MEMBER 

1. E. C. 


T dfOTnmnnka i inrs T ec hni q u e s Corpo rati o n (TTC) is setting foe stan¬ 
dard for trlecunnmarines lest ins t rum e nt mutate all over the world. Our en¬ 
trepreneurial spent has created some of foe most innovative and effective products 
The industry has ever seen. Eke our T-BERD and FIREBERD analyzes. We 
currently have die following pos ition s opni in the United States: 

Product Marketing Manager 

As ftodnet M ark etin g Manager yon will assume m u ta ti ng res p o n sibility far a Ene 
of digital test inw limans, including ccpcepBialiTitg new products, developing 
m a rket s t ra t e gi e s, bundling new products; and man a gin g mature prod u cts. The 
snroeiwfiil rjiafirtilr should have a BSc in Engineering MA in B u sin ess pt efr ai e d, 
with S years mntaring/rnginrrxing ex p e ri e n ce in the t rie c ranm i miMiinm indus¬ 
try, as well as the abi&y to manage copome marketing pro gra ms. 

Product Marketing Engineer 

As a Redact Ma rketin g Engineer you will berespensibk for the market evatonen 
of new wk t i ng products. Yon win «p ri en m p fl a data for concep¬ 

tualizing new product ideas or eilining new m a rkers , and develop pro- and post- 
sales support marnah. The suc cessf u l c and i da te should have a BSc in Engineer¬ 
ing, MA in jzefsnd, with nw faM in^mgin iwwn expanse in the tde- 

communicarkws industry. 

Come help us set tie s t mdat d s tins others follow. We premise rewards 
equal to your ccraribution and a dance to be part of one of foe world’s most (goring 
mataring teams: To apply, send yocr res um e to: TOecommn m ca ti o n s T e c hniques 
Corpora tio n. Dept LTF3J90. 20400 Observation Drive, Ger mant o w n. MD 20876. 


I Telecommunications 
Techniques 
; Corporation 


1 DYMTECH COMPJUfT 




Of mice, men 
and research 


H ere is a recipe to 
make your very own 
custom-built mouse, 
carrying whatever genetic 
traits yon want. First, pick a 
gene, modify to taste, and 
introduce the now- mu tant 
version into an embryonic 
mouse cefl* 

Once inside the cell, the 
nmtaut gene wffl, with lack, 
find and displace the 
equivalent native gene. 
Then, inject the modified 

mouse cell into a mou s e 
embryo, and bring to term 
Inside a female moose. The 
result b a “transformed" 
moose that can pass the new 
gene on to later generations. 
Cross with other trans¬ 
formed mice, and yon wQI 


researches* have been using 
two Itiads of cell for genetic 
target practice. They are 
identical, ex c e p t that one 
has two copies of a panic*. 
Jar target gene per cefl, and 
the other hag 800. 

!f the number of espies of 
Oe target gene were rate 
limiting, the researcher* 
would be 400 times as 
wtwuM with the second 
cell type as the first, iu the 
sense that an lot re dau ed 
gene corresponding with an 
equivalent, native target 
gene wort! have a better 
chance of dhphrrfng ana, 

were there more of them to 
aim at. 

As it teams out, though, 
the number of target sc- 


soon hare a unique, breed of qaences has no influence at 
mouse carrying your custom ail oa the success of gene 


m utation. 

Researchers 
hare used this 
technique to make 
several new strains 
of moose, opening 
the way to the 
study of how dis¬ 
eases, such as can¬ 
cer, operate in 
Ipviii fl twnit, The 
lessons learnt 
along the way will 
give researchers an insight 
Into human diseases. 

It sounds easy, except 
that the technique runs into 
a worrying puzzle which 
researchers are anxious to 
solve. The part of the reripe 
in which a modified gene 
displaces a gene inside an 
em bryoni c mouse cell is 
railed “gene targeti ng" , hot 
nobody knows how the in¬ 
troduced gene locates its 
“double” among the thou¬ 
sands of other genes In the 
mouse ceU. 

Many genes occur in 
several copies in a single 
roll- One might *hh»ic that 
the more copies of the target 
gene Acre axe, die better, the 
chances of an Introduced 


targeting. So it 
cannot be the rate- 
limiting step of the 
mouse reripe. 

To make more 
mice, researchers 
must look else¬ 
where in the recipe 
to find the rate- 
limiting step. 

Why sho uld the 
number of targets 
make no differ¬ 
ence? Consider a secret 
agent arriving in a strange 
town for an appointment 
with a contact. The more 
contacts in the town, the 
better his chances of meet¬ 
ing one. Bnt if he knows the 
time and place of the ren¬ 
dezvous beforehand, he can 
go straight there. Even bet¬ 
ter, his contact could meet 
him at the station on his 
arrival. 


A s with onr secret 
agent, there is in¬ 
creasing evidence 
that introduced genes are 
not left to flounder: cells 
have some kind of machin¬ 
ery for “sampling" incom¬ 
ing genes and directing 


yii f ^ rt»n« if them where necessary, ir- 
so, tiim yn t targeting respective of how many 


would be the “rate limiting" 
step. Improve gene target¬ 
ing and one could nuke 
more mice, more easily. A 
nice thought, but misplaced, 
as Hai Zheng and John H. 
Wilson, of die Baylor Coll¬ 
ege of Medicine in Houston, 
Texas, shew in tomorrow's 
issue of Nature. The two 


targets there are. 

It seems genes are not 
static entities like a row of 
village shops on a Sunday 
morning; in the genetic vil¬ 
lage, every day is |MA ft 
day. 


Henry Gee 

O NatanWarn Nan Santo 1U0 


•, electronic components • data communications 


i* CANADA-UK 

I MARKETPLACE’90 


INFORMATICS & ELECTRONICS 

2 14'’815" MARCH-LONDON 


c A marketplace for over 40 
g . Canadian hi-tech companies 
si seeking British partners 
for joint ventures, licensing, 

• distributorships, agency arrangements 
and sales 



| w:--WexIFax:_I 

01-3811284 or Fine 01-3890974 » mm J 


Product Manager 


Sponsored by the Governme nt of Canada 


• SOFTWARE • COMPUTER PERIPHERALS • SOFTWARE * 


c. £25 k + car + benefits 


Pilgrims Well 
429 London Rd 
CAMBERLEY 
SURREY GUI 53HZ 
0276 686308 


10 Crendon St. 
HIGH WYCOMBE 
BUCKS 
HP 13 6LW 
0494 444160 



mum uims 

Excellent Salary and Benefits 


Tenhill is a rapWiiy growing company 
established over eleven years ago. We 
operate from a rural setting near Leeds 
supplying computer solutions to the finance 
industry and commercial systems thoughout 
the country 


As a provider of professional software 
solutions, an integral part of our product Is 
high quality documentation. We have a 
position available as Technical Author, 
responsible to the Consultancy and Training 
Director. As a candidate you must be 
computer literate and preferably a user of a 
system with an accounting bias. Good 
fete [personal skills and a sense of style and 
order are essential coupled with an ability to 
write good English 

Please write or telephone 
for an application form to: 

Christine Haycox (Mrs), Personnel Director 

Tenhill Computer Systems Ltd 

Oakfands Manor, Thomer Lane 
S carc roft, Leeds, LSI 4 3ah 
T elephone (0532) 892990 (24 Hours) 




Science 

and 

New Technology 


appears every Thursday in The Times. 
The Times is read by over 
1.1 million people everyday.* 

To place your recruitment 
advertisment please ring 


01-481 4481 


where our sales team 
wiU be happy to help you. 

* Source.: UKNRSJuJ-Dec 1989 


Ashton-Tate, the world leader in PC database software, has an immediate 
opening for a database product manager. This position reports diredty to 
the UK marketing manager and is responsible for the entire line of Ashton¬ 
Tate's database products including. dBASE IV. 

This is a highly visible position and requires -maturity to deal with a wide 
range of people and products. Our ideal candidate will have PC experience 
in either a marketing or sales role. A knowledge of databases is desired, 
preferably gained through experience in application design and 
implementation. You must have the ability to effectively influence and 
communicate with people. 

Typical responsibilities will include: creating and implementing marketing 
campaigns, liaising with the US parent company to provide input on product 
design, guiding the ad agency in designing advertising and promotional 
activities, and directing PR plans to promote your products. You will be the 
focal point for all of our database activities. 





SOFTWARE EN6INEER 


Software Engineer, preferably with experience in use o( 
nw^proeessors for Rear-Time control and processing, required 
for the des ign and development of flight software for a soart? 
g sgwwm 1 * /town on ESA’s Solar and Hetosplwfc 
OtKorvatwy (SOHO) satellite. During solar observations, Bis. 
•nstromefTt mi perform automatic o perat ion s under control ot a 1 
trawtetesed system which wifl also be used to 
pertonruree monftonng and processing of data beta" 
uansmissrai to Earth. 

nSS " degree essential: experience wWl 

K£AM would be advantageous. • • 


--— 

Jtve we^s annua! holiday. Satey in raw* 
£9.816 to £14,169 departing on age and experience. • 


toe names ot two referees ta 
Prof. J. L Culltanfi, Deector, MSSL, Hobntuy St Maty 
Dorking, Surrey RH5 6NT. UK. TeL 0483 274111. \ 


You will find the working environment in our UK HQ in Maidenhead friendly 
and dynamic with plenty of opportunities to progress your career. Immediate 
rewards will include a competitive salary and benefits package, and we will 
also cover your relocation expenses if appropriate. 

To apply for this position please call Keith Thames on 01-568 2926 or send 
your C.V. (in strictest confidence) to: 


IF AGE RANGE 25*30... 
.THEN SALARY RANGE £30K’ 
£40K CAR 


_ Lcrtsdowne 

A Ashton-Tate* SS 


Keith 71101110$ _ 

Lonsdowrre Suits 

Kew Bridge House, Kew Bridge Rood, 
Brentford, Middlesex, TW8 0EJ. 

Tel: 01-568 2926 (24 hours answering.) 
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'infant? An answer to this question. 

fl toiLa«llfe Uaa "— * * * .1 ■ 


- >-j-T —T“®- 

‘for decades, 2 ms come from sd- 

lentistt woririag at the frontiers of . 

■research <m early childhood - xWCe Wright 
'development. —--— 

;i e SUS 3 s r*^ looks at new 

research which 

•tilth to adolescence. . ■■- . — 

; The revelations undermine Challenges the 

•many of the views on which the -- ' ' 

immuring of infants, die curricula . pcfaHlictwf %Am, 
;for primary and secondary school vSlaDllSIlCfl Vlpw 

■education and the provisions for "" .- .■ ~~ 

Jiandicapped children are based.. . . Oil Ul€ degTeC Of 
' An oauine of die research from *- -=*-_ 

wSCSlf' intelligence in 

SSSS J ,fte newborn babies 

I Dr Atoon Davis, of tire depart- 7“ ■■'■"—:— -:- : 

•moit of dhOd development and • to make sense of what ftey see. 
•pnmaiy education at the Institute “AH the senses of a babv are 

;of Educati on, Ix>ad on University,, functioning at birth, tiroughnouQ 
•says the greater challenge to with the same acuity as the ndult. 

t mmvm wknnm mmpc fami d»* __•> . 7. 


Babies are no dummies 


« '. , 
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•7.'* 
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Ii^ic: an eigjteNaonthoMlwl^ is pwai^dwitt an onl^l^cncfa toy imactoth. Instead tfgrabMiig for flic toy, ahcpwHa fte ctoflitimaida her 



Professor EDis says: “It is 
necessary to explain the intriguing 
feet that not only do babies enter 
the world ready to look at feces, 
but that they rapidly learn to make 
die Hwd of <i Hscrinninatir«i bo> 

tween them that would tax all but 
the most sophisticated computer 
systems for image processing.” 

The transformation of research 
has come through the use of 
computers and electronic techno¬ 
logy to provide a method of 
constructing new tests during the 
course of an experiment, instead 
of taking the remits of a one-off 
test back to the laboratory for 
analysis before trying another. 

In devising the ont-o£$ight 
experiment. Dr WiQans used an 
infra-red television system to film 
the behaviour of infants after the 
light was switched off in a room. 


received wisdom comes from 
^studies showing that, contrary to 
!behe£ babies are bom with a high 

;degreeof intelligence. 

> A demonstration that babies are 
.‘bora-with more than a modicum 
jof. intellect, and are not just a 
•bundle of reflexes waiting to be 
|fed, is eniexging from a number of 
•international investigations. 

I A leader among the researchers 
jin the United Kingdom, Dr Alan 
•Slater, of Exeter University, says: 
rTOcwbom babies not only see and 
dbens better than is generally 
’recognized, they also begin rapidly 


But babies can learn about the 
work! from the moment they gfe 
bom. Hie new mfaw recognizes 
its mother and others by sight, 
sound and smdL Tbe evidence 
also points to a tot of learning in 
tbewomh. 

“While initial understanding of 
the world may be limited, 
concentrated on the figures and 
objects the baby sees, you don’t 
have to teach babies to become 
bumans,"Dr Slater says. 

He maintains that babies are 
indisposed to communicate from 
birth. “From the start babies are 


attm^tothelnnnxnvticeiiuxe 
than any other sounds, and start 
forming attachments not just to 
the mother, but to the father, 
brothersand sisters.” 

Dr Peter : WpIat&* of Dundee 
University, Scotland, whose ex¬ 
periments answered the oot-of- 
sight question, says: “Infants are 
making sense of the world within 
three months ofbhth.’’' 

His research with babies aged 
five to 12 months shows that 
infants can cany out a task by 
planning at a very early age, rather 
than by trial and error, or just 
grabbing at things around them. 

Some of these results, will 
appear soon m a volume of papers 
entitled Infant Behaviour and. 


Development, by Dr Slater and 
other leaden in the fiekLDr Slater 
says researchers have become 
more adept at uncovering infants’ 
early abilities, leading to the 
recognition of the newborn baby 
as a “co mp e te nt infant”. 

There has been a fr e sh look at 
one of the most established fields 
of research, the ability to recognize 
End meni flfw f faifs. which gp f m ff 
development from infancy to 
adulthood. 

Professor Hadyn Ellis, of tire 
University CoDege of Wales, Car¬ 
diff has found that the ability to 
recognize faces deteriorates tem¬ 
porarily at about the age of 1Z 

Since this is the age of puberty, 
he attributes the effect to physio¬ 


logical noses. There are alro more 

elaborate theories that suggest that 
thk fa the age at which tire brain 
matur e s into adulthood, and the 
right h emispher e of tire brain 
assumes its s up erior i ty for tire job 
of recognizing and memor izin g 


The advance in monitoring the 
ability to recog niz e faces comes 
from methods devised by Dr. 
David Perrett and Dr PhD Benson, 
of St Andrews University, Scot¬ 
land, who made subtle changes to 
fatial portraits using a computer. 
Five university groups in Britain 
are eaqtioring changes in tire 
erf 1 children aged between three and 
16 to recognize faces. 

The new-born baby can see a 


Moscow 

wired 
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Pi per cent trf the market for 

commercial launefaes. The 
The McDon- «w contract, with Hughes 
aid’s fast food Communications, means 
store which Ananespace is contracted to : 
opened in Mos- launc h 34 satellites 
cow recently . . , , . __ 

was joined tins Light and flllffV 

week by a . ■** 

‘branch of tire US personal Scientists have developed a 
•computer franchise, fluffy substance that contains 
Com pu t e riand. Tire store, so tittle solid matter it is 
; winch is the first to nil almost invisible but can sup- 

- riiinmil..n Sn tkn IVWt foirtl f Kgapw M i iril l i Tk. 


PIACEI 

- “ 


•Western c o mpu ters in the port &rfy heavy weights. The 
•Soviet Union, will accept only m a t erial , dnbbed aerogel, con- 
Jhard currency and expects a rists of linked microscopic 
f turnover of £6 millio n this fibres of silica and lias been 
lyear. It is, however, prevented developed at tire Lawrence 
|from selling tire more ad- Livermore National Lab- 
•vanced pers onal computers, oratory in California. In its 
Isnch as those based on the 386 lightest form It has a density 
•chip, by the Paris-based Co- equivalent to a teaspoon of 
[ordinating Committee for water dispersed in the volume 
^Multilateral Export Controls, of more than a gallon. 

•winch controls tire export of ... * 

^advanced Western technology pjy|f]Q high 

The bald eagle, 

■ the official sym¬ 
bol of tire US, 
has made a suf¬ 
ficient come¬ 
back there for 

^BBonaqE ana cuutu at- .American of- 

' crease the risk of cexriiral firials to consider removing it 


-Foetatatudy 


IA technique fire monitoring 
; the foetal heart (hiring detiv- 
• ary is no mwe effective than a 
^stethoscope and conkl in- 
- crease the risk of cerebral 


- vivujv uiw ■ I .m VI ■! ! ■ ■ ■■ ■■ M# Wvtomiwt iiVfuv'iaf, xs 

j p 'palsy in premature infants, from tire list of endangered 
|-accOTifing to a study published qrecies and redassiiy it as a 
• infix New England Journal of threatened spedes. The de- 
I Medidne. Electronic monitor- cukoq is’seen as a victory for 
^ingwasbdieved to provide fire wOdtife activists and govero- 
quicker detection of oxygen ment oflGdals who have spent 
■deprivation but tire study, 20 years and £15 mitiion 
*»whidi compared 93 pro* helping tire numbers of bald 
! maturely bom diildren who eagle recover. 

J had been electronically raon- 

Quality image 

•jrith a stethoscope, finind that Oeneratiiig moving colour 
. the electronic veislon was no yjdeo frnag p* from computers 


^better, and, in some cases, 
• worse. Cerebral palsy was 


still strains the capacity of the 
fastest personal computers. 


. -- ihsich pcisuuiu uuupuicis. 

; diagnosed m 20 per cent of the Even a still colour picture can 
•children in tire etectromc require the storage ofasmany 


• group compared with 8 pex 
1 fent of those diildren mon- 

-i ^stored with a stethoscope 

■ iBocket launch 

■ r 

• HM' Ananespace, 

the European 
space con¬ 
sortium, has 
announced a 
new contract to 
launch two sat- 
i 1 fdhtes debate the explosion 
• J fast month of an Arianerodc^ 

shortly after take off with two 

• Japanese satellites on board. 
^ Ananeqreoe, wfaich grounded 
j itsvehides pending investiga- 
- tiem, controls more than SO 

.“V 


as 30 miTtio n characters of 
infinmatian to provide a 
reasonable resolution. Now a 
Silicon Valley company, C 
Cubed Microsystems, says it 
has developed a processor that 
can store pictures in one- 
twentieth of the storage capac¬ 
ity currently needed and can 
store a standard size colour 
photograph in less than a 
second or produce television 
quality video pictmes. It is 
likely to be used in video¬ 
phones and desktop video 
siting units could reduce 
the price of colour copiers and 

digital cameras. 

Matthew May 
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I You probably won’t get fired for 
J buying WordPerfect. But if you read 
. the reviews, you’ll see Microsoft could 1 r j fm 

I change that. Word, once sneered at, a * 

J now rams Windows- Stick, powerfnl and with Mac-tike ease 

s of use. You’d be well advued to look at it. Before your boss does. 

OVIORSE 1? Shetnl^ne, Mordahe SWI4.01-8760404 
jBS^ss^ss 01-8310641 
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faoe with about the same degree of 
acuity as the adult cat—an ouwrf- 
focus image — according to the 
researchers. As with the cat, 
movement and change are the 
stimuli to attract attention. 

The child sees with the same 
clarity as tire adult at about six 
months, according to Professor 
Ellis’s team, and at 10 to 15 
nrinotes after birth babies are 
attracted by an animated face 
rather than a blank head shape or 
one with scrambled features. 

An expe rim ent at Glasgow 
Univereity by Dr Ian BushneQ and 
colleagues indicates that at two 
days babies Hicnriwiiiwte their 
mother’s face from that of a 
stranger matched for similarity. 


B ut it is the implications 
of the early development 
of intelligence that at¬ 
tracts his attention. Dr 
Willans believes the new 
findings contradict the ideas, 
particularly of tire late Professor 
Jean Piaget, on which the present 
approach to education from pre¬ 
school onwards is based. 

Children may be at risk far 
earlier than previously thought of 
being hampered in achieving their 
intellectual potential, and Dr 
Willatts believes that further study 
is required of children who have 
difficulty in exploiting their innate 
intelligence. 

He suggests, for example that an 
individual with a short and lim¬ 
ited working memory would be at 
a disadvantage in early childhood 
under the current methods of 
encouraging development 
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Think vertically from now on. 

Victor's latest range of PC's is unique in 
the world of computer technology and design. 

The star of the new range is. of course, 
theV386MX. 

A tower-block of computer power in 
miniature (just12.5 w high and 4.5" wide) Victor 
occupies less desk space than any would-be 
AT system rival. 

It’s mere size is a step forward in itself. 

So, too. is the high-rise appearance and 
greatly enhanced performance. 

But in the end it's what’s inside that 


counts: • 


Processor 


16MHz 386SX 


Disk Storage 40MB -210MB 


Monitors 


Monochrome VGA 
Colour VGA 


Dimensions 322mm (H) x 114mm (W) 

x 312mm (D) 

The Victor V386MX stands alone and is 
available from only £1999 {for a powerful 
40MB MVGA version). 

Astounded or astonished? 

That's the effect that Victor usually has 
on people. 

Victor's New Dimensions range includes: 

V86M - 10MHz 8086 processor start¬ 
ing from £999 for a 20MB MVGA model. 

V286M - 12MHz 80286 processor 
starting from £1799 fora 40MB MVGA model. 

V386MX - 16MHz 80386SX processor 
starting from £1999for a 40MB MVGA model. 

For a demonstration or more information 
on how Victor can help you shape up for the 
90‘s contact any one of our Victor Authorised 
Dealers or call Sarah Brown at Victor on 
0494461600. 



NEW DIMENSIONS 
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Deane Compuiere, Dorset Tfet 0308 25276 * Srwuttra, Dumfries. Tat 058 T3 591 ■ C. T Madcfeon, Oxford. Tfefc 0993 883182 ■ Octopus Computers. Derby. * 
TeT 0246 220965-Hylton NranB.Hams.Tef: 0730 66123 ■ Sussex BiianessCofr^utars. West Sussex. Tel: 0903 745868-RB-ComputtrConguitwiis. South / £ 

Humberside, TO 0472 362622-Busy Chips. Herts. Td:0582 761089-Laser Byte. Surre*^Tel: 0293 772201 ■ Hartey Syswns. Bucks. Teh 0844 42652- - ^ 

M ft & S. Essex Tet 0992 789ffi58 ■ A. I Mrtchell. Middlesex Tel: 0904 811119 • Osprey Business Computers. Middlesex Tel: 01-863 6162 - X . 
Mayflower Business Systems. London. Tbt 01-80123*5 • Omega Computers. Hams. Tel: 0256 844377 - T hiel G amputer Solutions. Middlesex - 
T&1: 01-868 8785 ■ Pegfink Systems, Surrey. Tel: 0T-330T3H - Tfemple Computer Services. Budcs. Tel- 0494 31332 • JLM Computer Services. f ^ 

Norftffc. Tel: 0328 55666-Computeriand Iflics.’fel: 0533 600733 - Thanet Computer Services. Kent let 0843296377 ■ Orac Information . A* .AP 
Systems. Berks. Tbt 0734 781372 • Devon Computers. Devon. T»: 0803 526303 Desktop Services. London. Tet 01-906 2549 - / $?> <© / 

Access Computers. Bury Suffolk. W: 0359 51446 ■ OEM Computer Systems. VWarwnckBhire. Tel: 0788 70522 ■ ICC Ud. Scotland. - -{T / 

IW: 0 * 1 333 1011 -Raven Compuwx.Vbrks.TW. 0274309386 HedleyaEUia.Cambs. Tel:073320400 Gaedner Systems. Meraeyacte. - / jp. / 

■fel 0512205552 -London Computer Centre. Londat 1^:01-5706867-Discourn Micros, Loodoaiw.01-7046^2-li MR Business - J? / / 

CompuiinQtDevon.TW:0803214102KentTW 0303850566'KeyComputers.Nawcasde^pon4yne.TW:09i2722022 f ^ ^ / / 
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SCIENCE & TECHN OLOGY 

What turns man’s best friend into a danger to humans? Nick Nnttall reports on a study offering some answers 



W hen a dog attacks and 
kills, who should be 
blamed? According 
to Dr Brace Fogle, a 
London vet and in¬ 
ternational veterinary college lec- 
tmer on animal behaviour, the one 
and only scientifically sound survey 
cvct done holds some crucial clues. 

.Poring a 12-month period in 
which 20 human were 

caused by dogs, researchers in the 
United States found that most were 
caused by the so-called defence 
breeds. 

These include the notorious 
A meri ca n Pit Bull Terrier, the 
Rottw eiler, the Doberman and die 
German Shepherd dog. 

Taken on their own, the figures 
appear a powerful indictment of 
such dogs, luring the casual ob¬ 
server to embrace notions of natural 
evfl in certain breeds. 

Yet the researchers also examined 
tbe background of the dogs' owners 
and here, claims Dr Fogle, a more 
revealing picture emerges. 

All the animals were being kept 
by men between the ages of 18 and 
25 and half of these had prison 
records. Forty per cent of these 
owners had committed violent 
crimes and half the dogs that carried 
out the attacks showed scars and 
other signs of being cruelly treated. 

Indeed, says Dr Fogle, the 
researchers found that the Rott¬ 
weiler is no less likely to bite than 
any other defence breed. 

“The evidence is that they are less 
likely to bite than a West Highland 
Terrier, a Yorkshire Terrier or a 
Jack RusselL The difference is that 
the crushing power of a RottweOler 
is much greater” explains the vet, 
who calculates the force of one of 
these dogs at more than 400 pounds 
per square inch. 

■ The study strongly suggests that 
dogs, unlike say cats or other pets, 
are not creatures which exist in 
isolation of man and his behaviour. 
Within man's power is the ability to 
mould, wittingly or unwittingly, his 
“best friend” into a biological time 
bomb ora powerful companion and 
ally. 

dearly, human violence is likely 
to begat violence in a dog. But many 


I n 12 months* time, every busi¬ 
ness in Northern Ireland should 
have local-call access to the 
latest in high-speed data and voice- 
communication telephone links. 

Already laid in existing ducts is a 
fifth of the 1 , 000 kilometres of fibre- 
optic cable which will eventually 
connect 44 Ulster towns, funded by 
a £7-25 million grant from the 
European Commission, under its 
Special Telecommunications Ac¬ 
tion for less-favoured Regions pro¬ 
gramme (Star). 

An undersea fibre optic link from 
Belfast to mainland Britain is 


Savage dogs or 
just bad owners? 


W'l 
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caring owners have found that even 
the friendliest ball of fluff can grow 
into a bullying hound or an un¬ 
controllable monster. 

Dr Fogle believes that at the 
heart of these problems, which are 
likely to intensify as the ownership 
of specially-bred guard dogs become 
more widespread, is the near- 
mythical relationship between man 
and dog. 

At the core of this is the fact that, 
superficially, dogs appear to behave 


like ourselves. Dr Fogle, who has 
brought together some of the best 
available research in his book, The 
Dog's Mind, says that both life 
forms relish activities such as bodily 
contact, mbek aggression, play and 
sociability. 

Yet, despite all this apparent 
commonality, a dog remains an 
animal with a genetic programme 
and behaviour all its own. Dogs 
may appear to be acting with 
h umanis tic trails, ar tificially am¬ 


plified by selective breeding, but 
jncrig their brains is a unique mm A 
that too few owners fail, or even 
want, to understand. 

For example, pets that jump up 
Anri “kiss” their mavn-r or mistress 
on his or her arrival home can be 
seen as simply loving children eager 
for affection. Yet, in reality, at least 
part of the behaviour is a throwback 
to the wild when a bitch would 
regurgitate food to her litter of 
puppies. 


World leaders in phone links 


already operating and the testing of 
a newly laid Belfast-Dublin optical 
spur began this week. British 
Telecom officials say that from next. 
month. Northern Ireland will — 
with what is in effect a massive field 
trial for BTs integrated services 1 
digital network - be between two 
and five years ahead of mainland 
Britain in its telecommunications 
services. 


Michael Gordon, Ulster-bom 
development director, of the United 
States-owned BIS software group, 
speaks of Northern Ireland having 
an opportunity for “a great leap 
forwanT and oftakmg a world lead. 

An intense debate has now begun 
in Ulster about how the Star 
network can best be exploited. 
There is concern that the services 
must be priced reasonably if the 


virtues of the new telecommunica¬ 
tions system are to be widely taken 
up- 

Da vid Hutchinson, technical 
director of STC which has a targe 
plant on the edge of Belfast, believes 
up to 60,000 rites in Britain would 
use video-conferencing systems, for 
example, if only there were changes 
in prices by British Telecom. 

Ulster’s Industrial Development 


This misinterpretation of the 
dog's mind and the endowment of it 
with human-like qualities perme¬ 
ates the relationship. But it is in the 
complex area of aggression that the 
flaws can backfire, leading to vi¬ 
olence towards humans and some¬ 
times the necessary destruction of a 
pet for safety reasons. 

Dr Fogle’s view is that one in five 
brought to a vet for aggression 
problems has so-called dominance 
aggression, a condition that is both 
inherited and learnt. 

It co mm only affects pure-bred 
dogs, including Springer Spaniels, 
Rottweilers, Dobermans and Lhasa 
Apsos. At its root can be a belief by 
the dog that the owner is weak. This 
perceived weakness can operate at a 
highly subtle levcL 
“If my dog comes over and asks 
to be stroked, and I stroke her, I am 
triling ter that I obey her com¬ 
mands,” argues Dr Fogle Dogs with 
this condition rarely attack small 
children or submissive people. The 
animal, in its mind, regards only 
more forceful individuals as a threat 
to its social position. 


Fear cm the street: passers-by give a wide both to Rottweilers. But why are such breeds aggressive to humans? 


JOBSCENE 


A high price 
for training 

Why free in-the-job instruction 
could be an expensive handicap 


D emocracy, prized by 
people, is “a misplaced 
ideology in the canine 
world”, argues Dr Fogle. 
Bear and aggression are 
the most common cause of dogs 
bitting children and can often be 
traced back to overprotection of the 
animal. 

Instead of bring exposed to a 
barrage of stimuli, such as postmen, 
dustmen, cats, crowds, lifts, some 
caring owners unwittingly deprive a 
pup of vital sensory stimulation. 
Children then become strange spe¬ 
cies complete with unfamiliar 
smells who are often seen as 
competitors for food, attention and 
warmth. 

It can be treated and unlearnt, but 
tragically in some breeds it can be 
inherited. This is a more serious 
problem if it occurs in a big defence 
breed of dog such as the German 
Shepherd or, in Britain particularly, 
the now notorious Rottwriller. 

• The Dog’s Mind by Dr Bruce Fogle 
is published by Pelham Books at 
£14.99. 


Board is in no doubt about the 
dynamic effect the new communica¬ 
tion system is already having in 
piarkaring Northern Ireland itself 
British Telecom's transfer of 
much of the London directory- 
inquiry service to Portadown, Ar¬ 
magh, has created 200 new jobs; 
British Airways is switching a large 
part of its reservation and ticketing 
operations to Belfast with a second 
airline reported to be following suit, 
and the Belfast passport office is 
bring enlarged to serve United 
Kingdom applicants as a whole. 

Bob Rodwell 


A fter the o ntco me of a 
legal battle, companies 
mm staff in 
information technology may 
now introduce contracts forc¬ 
ing employees to repay the 
cost of t raini n g should they 
resign within a specified 
period. 

The long-awaited appeal by 
Philip Habble, a former 
employee of E lectronic Data 
Systems (EDS), against n 
Jodgmest requiring Mm to 
repay £<500 in trafofog «***. 
was abandoned at the last 
moment. The case, which 
lasted four years, centred on 
the issae of a prombsary note 
that trainees siga when johring 
EDS. Under this, staff mast 
pay a fixed ran If they leave 
EDS within force years. 

It had been seen as a test 
case by the B a tons, EDS and 
other employers training 
information technology staff. 
At issae was the loss of 
training Investment the com¬ 
pany stfen if an employee 
resigned before pay-hack per¬ 
iod on the tme hand, and the 
employee's right to earn a 
living without bring “un¬ 
reasonably fettered” on foe 
other. 

The cases were hacked by 
the M a ait a clarin g Science 
and Finance (MSF) union 
because, accenting" to an 
official, it is “vehemently op¬ 
posed” to binding training 
contracts. 

At a pre-trial settlement at 
toe end at last month, it was 
agreed on behalf of Mr Hab- 
bk, and three other former 
EDS c^toyecs, to pay 90 per 
cent of EDS'* legal costs. Mr 
Hobble has also agreed to pay 
foe foil £<500. It was agreed 
that the remaining three for¬ 
mer employees woald each pay 
half that figure. 

The idea of training con¬ 
tracts is manual in foe IT 
todastry, although training is 
expensive and companies suf¬ 
fer from a rapid tomover of 
staff Many firms argue that 
foe Ugh level of poaching 
deters them from t raining . 
Some see contracts as a way to 
ensure a return on their invest-. 


sent Only one other com¬ 
pany. ROCC Services, fa 
known to require IT staff to 

sign a contract but ft mated hw 
it is raHkely to ask employees 
to repay foe training costs 
should they leave. 

Mike AMrich, chief execs 
■tire of ROCC, says: M I think • 
these c ontr a cts o nghl to be ' 
mandatory. The industry can¬ 
not go on foe way k is. Many 
of my cotieagnes say they are 
going to do it.” 

The chairman of the Com¬ 
paring Services A ss oc iation 's 
personnel managers group 
said last year that many com¬ 
panies were awaiting the oat- - 
come of the case to clarify the 

One factor is that trainee 
graduates, who are paid about 
£ 11.000 by IT companies, 
could, with such a training 
contract, be placed in a pot-' 
ttha where they lose the 
option to resign over factors. 
sachas low salary increases or; 
foe overtime they are expec te d 
to work, antess they can afford 
to tore almost half a yearV 
salary. 

Staff and the mitono hare a 
surprising ally: the computer 
manafactorere, which restate 
opposed to training contracts 
and are the largest employers 
of IT staff. 

“I ■m emphaticall y wyh — # 
there agreements,” says Peter 
Forbes, ICL's gradoate-re- 
enritment manag er. “The boot 
is so definitely on foe gradu¬ 
ate's foot already that putting 

an rwratownt might 

be seen as a deterrent to 
joining a firm. The most 
effective contract is one both 
parties enter freely.” 

Staff required to sign sack 
contracts are advised to seek 
legal advice. Larry Brooke, 
MSF national IT officer, says: 
“We are opposed to such 
practices and will confi n ac to 
give our members legal sap- 
port to fight there cases.” 

Other companies have tack¬ 
led foe problem differently, 
adopting tedocements such as 
bonus payments if staff stay 
for a specified period. 

Leslie Tilley 
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BRITISH GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY 


ENGINEERING 


INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS MANAGER 

Nottingham Up to £30,001 + relocation expenses 

The British Geological Survey (BGS) is responsible for the publication of geoscientific 
maps and descriptive accounts covering all of onshore and offshore UK; for holding 
nationally important geoscience information in digital and other forms, borehole cores, 
specimens, documents and records, and for providing information and impartial advice to 
Government, the general public and the private sector. Geoscience information is received 
into BGS through its own surveys and from many external sources, some controlled by 
statute. Recognising the increasing importance of the data and value-added information, 
Government has charged BGS to develop further its National Geosciences Information 
Service over the next three years. A greater emphasis is to be placed on the capture and - 
processing of digital data, and on the provision of outputs tailored to customer needs. 

The BGS now seeks an experienced Manager for its Information Systems Group to 
spearhead the information technology developments which will be necessary to create a 
corporate system from its individual component parts. BGS will shortly be awarding a 
contract fora major information systems consultancy, and one of the first tasks for the new 
Manager will be to liaise closely with the consultants in order to ensure the smoothest 
evolution from strategy to implementation. Provision exists for the recruitment of additional 
specialist staff to the current Information Systems Group. 

The successful candidate is likely to be in his/her thirties or lower forties with a proven 
track record in information systems. Whilst a knowledge of the geosciences is advantageous 
this will not be a primary requirement 

The appointment will be for a period of five years with the possibility of conversion to 
a permanent appointment 

The post is at Grade 6 level and salary will be within the range of £23,039 to 
£30,001 with further increments to £35,436 depending on performance. A non¬ 
contributory pension scheme is available. Assistance towards relocation costs may 
be payable. 

Application forms are available from Mrs L. Nowlan, Natural Environment 
Research Council, Polaris House, North Star Avenue, Swindon, Wilts SN21EU. 

Telephone 0793 411531. 

The closing date for receipt of completed applications is 4th April 1990. 

The Natural Environment Research Council is an equal opportunities employer. 


£ 


Natural 
Environment 
Research 
Council 



SHARE COMMUNITY 

fow B^h^hTKtari rwi fWrry W rrvntnll y A phyti<»«ny ffauhli-H 

adults. We provide specialist training A are an Accredited 
Centre for fc&A, C A G and die L.CG 
Applicants should be profationallr qualified, weD-motivatcd 
and have a proven won record. » 

COMPUTER SUPERVISOR 

Qualified to dan in ILSA tofornatk» Technology. 

diptona and advanced djpfoa n. uni 

operate micro-compote* and to be mytrfvcd in design and 


Computer Manager 

SO branch fashion retailer require Computer Manager whti experience of 
DEC VAX/VMS systems to work at our Hammererrfth head office. 
Knowledge of EPOS and retailing an advantage. Abfflty to manage a small 
D.P. dept essential. Excellent salary and benefits. Pleas© send concise CV 
with salary history to Andrew May at 74 Wmsfaw Road, London W6 9SQ 


! Orchard & Sue. Hours 9JO-5JO Mon-Fri. 5 weeks bob. 
Salary £12400 Pfcr Annum, pud monthly. Annual increas e 
reviewed 1st ApriL 

Fcr an w aBatffoa farm wtict Shdh m 81-824-2949 
Ertru i hn 203. CMu data 16th Ma t ch . 
la ta rv k w j 23rd March. 

SHAREemploy*and mkeroee 
appficam from ethnic A nhurtty graapa. | 


W.C.C. 

LT. Recruitment 

WjCXX f* a o pecMn agency 
oflaifng opporeritlM to LT. 
MwiwMiuff pvuwssioain 
seeking Bitty p arraana ni gr 
contract po rt ions 

Pe rmanent & Contract 
We seek epp flee rta to * LT. 
commu ni e m ofa poets In 
London, the Home Counties 
and the South Wait 
TVy the Wrigw ap proa ch for 
your assured career 
dmtopment or next contract 


nsaaa saneVtoc vow CV to ua 
stating your pretsranca. 


5*55 Mgh Street 
Bagstiot, Staisy QU1S SAH 
Tofcmreraea. 

Ffe 027851658 


ALL BOX NO. 

REPLIES 
SHOULD BE 
SENT TO: 


BOX NO. DEPT, 
P.O.BOX484, 
VIRGINIA STREET 
WARPING 
LONDON 
E19DD 


^©rawEanNt^j 

SAUDI ARABIA 
TAX FREE 
ALH0TY 
ESTABLISHMENT 

Engineers:- 

Degree/HND/HNC 

prefenred:- 


PetoOCTjtatt/ReftiBilBs. 
Cowr & System shut dean. 

ft*. CONTRACTS 
QMjMElfl mbi Byre Prefect 
mMmgmta Ibxj*. 



Mpwtencedd aspects ol Marti 
HttoUMtotoSSfatai 
BtnrtRb, Mmbskb & Pm 
mak hnackoRs. 
WaabonquiK- 
MBMAPHOrOQRAPHQtS 


WywttMfrMaMCV.te- 


tfil ITrariinnilind. 

Uy hwwL P racieri Pas ize. 
Tat (0772)438888 


PUBLIC HEALTH 
ENGINEERS 
and DRAUGHTSMEN 

There are vacancies in the Public Health Engineering Branch for 
PUBLIC HEALTH/PLUMBING DESIGN, MAINTENANCE 
ENGINEERS and DRAUGHTSMEN. 

We are responsible for cold water, gas and fire services, above 
and below ground drainage installations, health and hygiene 
aspects in a wide range of police buildings, magistrates courts, 
sports and training establishments. 

• SALARY: ranging from £12,942 to £19,192 including 
London allowance. 

Starting point subject to experience and qualification. 

• INTEREST FREE TRAVEL LOAN. 

• NON-CONTRIBUTORY PENSION. 

Send your cv in the first instance to: 


Karen Brown, Room 213 
(PTO/HPTO), 105 Regency 
Street, London SW1 P4 
or phone 01-230 3122 
(24 hours). 


MPO 



Your cv should reach us by 
28th March 1990. For an 
informal chat with one of 
our Senior Engineers phone 
01-798 6246. 


METROPOLITAN 

POLICE 

OFFICE 


The Metropolitan Police Office 
is an eaual opportunities emsslnwt 


MIDDLE EAST APPOINTMENTS 
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cSJsBdQune. 
**»d- TSI 2PQ. 


wootton^jdtreys 

Programmers - Manchester 

vPPlicetions 

have led to 

to progiaraxiieri 10 wort on system* 
related to public transport. 

Post 1: £13,000^15,000 + benefits 

towe an exodtart 
PASCAL and win have worked on 
nw>*wompuiera for at least three yearn, 

PO ST 2: f»,000*11,000 + benefits 

^ *“* ■ UK* knowledrof 
rOMRAN. Experience of mi croc om puter! vritt.be w 

Please apply in writing with a copy of yom 1 - 
cwncuhua vitae toe Mn M. Wflaore • " 
Woetten JMinm OnnNre ti TU. 

12 St Abu’s Sq, MANCHESTER M2 7HW. 
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LA CREME DE LA CREME 


Careers in the Arts... 

Stimulating openings are offered by our diem, one of 
London’s most prestigious An Dealers. They enjoy a ■worid- 
wide reputation and currently seek two strong, organised 
individuals for key roles within their organisation. As Secre¬ 
tary to two directors, bo* experts in their respective fields, 
you must be flexible as you will handle everything from 
showing clients around die gallery to assisting with photo¬ 
graphy and exhibitions etc Secondly; consolidate your new 
secretarial skills as you ensure the smooth r unning of a 
busy specialist department Salaries c£U-l3,000+bonus. 
Sound skills (80/50). Age 20+? Call 01-493 5787. 

GORDON-YATES 


Reanfamw Caatabw: 


Exquisite Replica Art.,. 

Our diene is an expanding specialist concern 
reproducing objets d’art of the highest quality from 
many of Britain's finest country houses and top 
museums. Due. to a recent promotion,' they seek an 
articulate, sodaDyconfident College Leaver/2nd jobber 
to . join their small, dosely-knit team. Duties indude 
general secretarial. back-up; liaiso n with museums, 
benefactors, retail outlets, etc. An interest in the An 
world desirable. Skills (90/50) requested. Salary circa 
£11,000. For details telephone01-493 5787. 


G ORDON-YAT ES 

—*—• ' ' - 

‘Someone who Mn keep their head 
when all around are losing theirsr 

We are a fast growing Marketing & PR 
consultancy who require mexceUeat PA 
to work for 2 Managing Directors 
and help run our offices. 

Essential skills: w/p (Apple & Axnstrad), 
invoicin g,, and 

‘Captain the Administrative Skip* 

Please apply in writing 
with curren t salary details to: 

Kieshna Handel, Handel fjn mmimireitiffng.T.tri, 

59 Jeffreys Road, London SW4 


NEWS INTERNATIONAL 
NEWSPAPERS LIMITED 

SUNDAY TIMES 
COLOUR MAGAZINE 

FEATURES DEPARTMENT 
SECRETARY 
SALARY £13,975 

Excellent opening for young enthusiastic secretary (suit second job 
applicant) to work in the busy editorial department of the Sunday 
Times Odour Magazine. 

Applicants should be educated to A’level standard, possess secretarial 
skills (100/60), sense of humour and appreciation of working to 
deadlines. 

An excellent benefits package is offered which i nc lu des six weeks 
holiday and BUPA. 

Applicants should apply in writing only, enclosing aCVto 

Brenda Hemmin g * 

Recru itm ent Manager 
News I n tern a tional Newspapers limited 
PO Box 481* Virginia Street, London El 9BD 


MULTILI NGUAL 

OPPORTUNITIES 


DO YOU HAVE 
FLUENT 

GERMAN & SPANISH 



PA7SECRETARY 
TO MANAGING DIRECTOR 
£14,500 nog.+Benefits 
Marble Arch 

We ore cm expanding luxury cruise fine, 
looking for someone experienced and 
.organised who can happily handlea 
wide variety of matters in a frequently 
high pressure but friendly environment 
Excellent admin- and secretarial skills, 
including shorthand and WP, are 
essential. 

Please write to us with your C.V., marked 
Private & Confidential, at Ocean Cruise 
Lines, Ref: JQ4,10 Frederick Close, 
Stanhope Place, London W22HD. 

. (NoAgendas). 


OCEAN CRUISE LINES 


1L 01-481 4481 


RECEPTION S ELE CTION 


ffe is you opportune to work ns 
Secretory to the Had of Foams! 
wfifan o dynamic working environ¬ 
ment. A high level of abortion, good 
orgojssotfonal and SKratmti skis 
(SHORTHAHO is .a MUSI) and an 
mterasf a Ptaoroe) wf bs rwented 
with at excellent podtoge and varied 
job spec. Please afl Victoria Wd on 
£72 5555 to hear more. 


i win** i ■■*!■»! wo 

MrebMtoBUTZKH 


_ d» 

Regus 

• RECRUITMENT.. 


OPPORTUNITIES IN DESIGN 

•• ®PnOf ovcrmyrasorai mu 
ET op eianr . ... 

Woridrg lor trie Ctadmun of «i litt ar nM Ic M i Design Company. 
■ T fadwandjPB tors wMyprcfiMionrtPAwto latent 

• tor orgmMton. 

'A pivotal role in a nwfionvsaBd Design Cooipxiy: confident tB- 
rauodsr wSti 2 years’ experience mated to Imp the studio 
tunning smoothly and wort as PA to tte Director. 

CaA. Marion one 01 a» 1817 

JO PETERS & ASSOCIATES 

ftaenk n in t ConauOanta to the Design Bustoses 


SW1c£20,000 

PA Sec to Chatman of Ha Tracing and Inwstmant Oman*. 
Tte automate apparent wN ba.weS dmnad. ariadafe. 


The Queen Elizabeth II 
Conference Centre 




TWs prestigious Conference Centre in tte heart of WMmhstar has vacancies far tm 
Conference Ba capta fets. in adffiion to nonnaT recaption duties, than fronNjHjouse 
posts prawtoa support to toe smooth rusting of conference and artiMton wants. Thay 
are required to help market tte Canire's adttaa as «wl as control dafegata access 
wriWn tf» bukfing. 

OandMUmmust be personate, of smart sup — sne e and d amen s tr a ts a toctM sad 
WTTpatttfc manner towards a widB range of dfents. Previous oqurtanoe Of renptfm 
duties wodd bs doairabiB and a worldngknowtedgn of a firepmn taiNSiaga would riao 
be an advantage. Dtstfnctto cfcXMng provided by tte Cemna wi be worn. 

Tteia is a standHd wwtong waok of 45 hows which indudm ona hour daBy for faociL 
Safertos wi be on the scab of £11X323 to £13^ (tetafing knr London Watftting) 
acconSng to expartanca aid quaMcabona. 

Mambaratilp of BUPA at reduced steocripRpn latoa cm tmappSad ter aa oat adwneas 
tor season ticket puretnaas. A iKW-contributory panrion schema is avrifeMa. 

TteCantrais co n ai cleredanat tr act to aandbusyBnvironmo nt BndarBataurantto wiabto 
wftttn tte buMng. 

Please nrito enctodnff C.V. fir 


, nunenas and a very organised perfections, who wX ttalv* In 
toe fmt moving worid or oo mmnriWM 25/35 ymra. 

RECORD COMPANY W6 
£13,000 

tMy, ton-taring and herd wortetog Sac Is neadad tor young 
Director of Wa wal known COmpgiy. Woncteful opportunty tor 
aomaona wMh tana of Mtehre, compute Itoney and who vrii 
anfoy to to w ion5 Bsrion. Good 80/60 aMta required. 


ExceBent Salary 



TVpMiitim GY» aRh land wtttan cowring Wtar to; 
Lady Cola 

Rial Tack Earopo Lid 


gtoSgwriaa) 


31A Stoana 8t London 8WL 


FASHION GROUP 
PJL/SEC. c«£ 17,000 

As rifa haul asistmt to a yfmn& dynamic MJ). of a 
leading fashion group, youwiuenhy a varied and 
mpmsible role coming PJL Branch liaison, 
organisation of conferences and other ad hoc 
assignment. He is seeking good 
cammumcaiion/orgtnrisatwnrfabilhy together with 
]00/70 skills. 

UAKEV U-UtJiSi(U ha) 

'TadSAjC i*r 81-494-1549 


ART GALLERY 
KNIGHTSBRIDGE 

ir»nwM«Bfcn»wtofMkM 



Iha Qua an Ftha bat h R Co nSarac o 
Bread SMduay 
W aa to toa te . London SW1P3EE 
Tatapbooe: 01 78B 4078 

dosing data for a p p*ca t lon s Is 15 March 1990. 
Tte Centre in an Equal Qppoto mB aa C mpfojmr. 


NEWS INTERNATI ONA L 
NEWSPAPERS LIMITED 

DAY TELEPHONIST 

SALARY: £11,000 

An opportunity has arisen for aa experienced switchboard 
operator to join the bray Head Office team based 10 minutes 
walk from Tower HOI Tube. You wfll be required to work on a 
flexible rota between 8am to 8pm which includes weekend 
working. 

Ideally you should have at least 2 years experience in a busy 
commercial environment. 

Your prev ious experience should reflect stability and reliability 
coupled with an excellent telephone manner patience and an 
ability to work under pressure. 

Yon will he amting with tfw htert rei w p toBfiwit wwiriilwwri 

(fun training provided) and you should be able to fit in as part of 
a friendly team. 

In adding to tbe above salary the Company offers six weeks 
annual holiday and BUPA. 

Applications in writing with CV toc- 
Mrs B Hemming* 
limrftmiit Manager 
News I nterna tional Ne w apa j nsi Ikmt 
PO Bax 481, Viigjnm Streep Landon El 



MAYFAIR SECRETARY 



SECRETARY/RECEPTONIST 

FOR BUSY SCHOOL OFFICE 

AGE 20 + 




INTERNATIONAL 

MANAGEMENT 

GROUP 




l i T n , .i , i r . ' . ' . i r r r » - 


oamrazAnoN 


Highly skilled 
secretaries required 

Fleam apply h wiftreg 
mrl a afai g your C.V. toe 
hornet Diet 
IMG, Pier Home 
Sttaad on tto Greta 
Chiswick, London 
W4 3NN. 


TRILINGUAL 

AUDIO 

SECRETARY 











-SECRETARY 

FULHAM 

Soot cheerful matnre 
person 30-50 years okL 
Smart, nonsmoking 
Chartered Aaxnmis office. 

Sabry £9300 neg. 
PosaUy suit 2 job dnren. 

CaflPaeh 3818444 


WB/tlton Ttenrei.iead» 


BUP1MM at Bs W. £1X000 
pa AAE. tu, M OKUMIV 
OBeoftrenfcaMtRe e epMo p poto- 
Haaa mu an iwr mealy Co BML 
The Oonrew b a bbriatr aae- 




rsr 




A Fast EOdant Sacralary 
required to r nopi Droop of 
Co mpan l os in Pukay. Wang 
WJ>. eapariance an 
adre n taga-OPOd tota p h ona 


(24 hr Answer machine). 


Ptanaa reply «*Bh CV 
and salary raqoired 
Reply to BOX B90 


01-938 1721. 


NON-SECRETARIAL 


SUPER SECRETARIES 


CU4WC c ay bare, crew 
gijii a ai re nw a w u m* 
, teHimptal me wktoa tor Mato 
y 5JM« AM Q Mar. 90/60. 
t SP^«te*waai.Aaaaa-sa, 
teKltototo.01-303 4722 
O* te terei Ware ooato. 


enwaanitnhnr pa n md 


VNn aynaaoe Inten a pwte 
PIC Coanoany. Loll of M ato te 






The Times Classified 
colnmns are read by well over 
a million of the most a ffluent 
people in the country. Hie 
following categories appear 
regularly each week and are 
generally accompanied by 
relevant editorial articles. 
Use the coupon (right), and 
find out how easy, last and 
economical it is to advertise 
in The Times Classified. 

the world famous 

PERSONAL COLUMN, 
INCLUDING RENTALS, 

appears every day. 


MONDAY 


RECRUITMENT 

CONSULTANT 

An experienced Recruitment Consultant aged 25-35 yrs is sought by 
West End Agency specialising in the placement of Household Staff for 
the United Kingdom and Overseas, If you are dynamic, ennunit tod and 
have bags of enthusiasm, we can offer superb working conditions and 
an excellent salary, package. 

Please Phone 01 323 0608 or 
Please write, in strictest confidence, to: 

The Manager 
68 Great Portland Street 
London WIN 5AL. 


£ 

RECRUITMENT CONSULTANT 




| [*2^32122! 




STEPPING STONES 




*1* to - y * “ TV' 1 a K 








gdicsti—f University 
Appointment. Prep & Public 
Sdiool Appointments, 
Educational Courses. 
Scbotesbips and 
Fdtowsfaips with editorial, 
la Ocnt de la Citae and 
other secretarial appointments. 


TUESDAY 

Legal Appointments: 
SolitiTors. 

Commercial Lawyers. Legal 
Officers. Private and Public 
Practice with editorial. 
PafcBc Sector Appoi nt m en ts: 
with editorial. 


WEDNESDAY 

Qeacbc & Media App ointments: Media 
and Marketing with editonaL 
la Creoe de la Qtat and otter 
secretaial appointments. 

Execndre Creme for senior PA • 
and secretarial position. 

Pivpmt. Residential. Town A. Country, 
Overseas. Rentals. Commetml Property 
with editonaL 

Andqaes 4 CoOeetaUes (Monthly) with editonaL 


THURSDAY 

General A p po in tm ent s Banking and 
Accountancy. Engineering. Ma n ag ement etc. 
with cdnonaL 

La Creme de la Creme and otter 
secrenrial app oa tm eu ts. 

Science and Technology. Technology with editonaL 


FRIDAY 

Metnrs A complete car 
buyer's guide with editonaL 
Bnsiness to Bmmbbi: 
Business opportunities. 

Yachts.-Satis and Phwes 


SATURDAY 

Overseas and UK Hobdays: 
Villas/Conagcs. H olds . 

Flights, etc. 

Restaurant Gnfcfe: Where to 
eat in London and nationwide 
-with editonaL 
Sbopmoumt Window 
shopping from the comfort 
of your own home. 

Gar d en ing. 


Pin in tte coupoa and attach it to your advertisement, written on a of 

paper, allowing 28 letters and spaces per line. Rates ate: Lineage £5 per line (Min. 3 
lines mdy first word in bold): Boxes Display £27 per single column certimesre {Min. 3 
centimetres); Court and Soria! £9 per line. All rates are object to IMVAT.Teleptow 
am- Cbisi&ed-Advertising Department os 01-481 4000 between 9am-6p<n Monday to 
Friday. 9 Warn l JOpn Sataday, late e v e n i n g 7.30pm an Wednesday, or and tae 
Pamela HamBtoa-Pick, Group Classified Manage Thaw Nemyauui Ltd, Btot 

484, Vqiin Street, Leaden El 9DD. 


Name - - ■ 

Address . 


Telephone (Daytime)- 

Dale of insertion____ . - 

(Please aHow three wodtiag days prior to motion dam) 

USg YOU* CREDIT CARD 
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Leng to obey orders 
and take part in 
Badminton trial 


Virginia Leng, who hopes to 
defend her team individ¬ 
ual world championship 
■ three-day-event title in Stock¬ 
holm in July, ha* had her 
request to be excused this 
yearns Whitbread Champ¬ 
ionship at Badminton — the 
main trial for Stockholm — 
turned down by the selectors. 

Leng’s main concern over 
B ad m inton (May 3 to 7) is 
that “there’s very little time to 
recover”. With her hone. 
Master Craftsman, having lit¬ 
tle to prove to the selectors — 
he won the individual Olym¬ 
pic bronze medal in 1988, 
Badminton in 1989 and the 
.team and individual Euro¬ 
pean titles last September, 
Leng asked if she could be 
excused Badminton. 

The selectors decided unan¬ 
imously that all riders wishing 
to be considered for Stock¬ 
holm would be required to 
compete at Badminton. Leng 
responded yesterday: “Master 
Craftsman will ran at Bad¬ 
minton as preparation for the 
world championships as re¬ 
quested. XL however, the 
course or ground are unsuit¬ 
able, Z will confer with the 


By Jenny MacArtbnr 

selectors, who will decide 
whether or not the horse 
competes.” 

Few, if any, know better 
than she and her team how to 
prepare a horse fora big three- 
day-event championship as 
her record over the last decade 
testifies — six. team gold 
medals, two Olympic individ¬ 
ual bronze medals, three 
successive E u r op ean titles and 
the world title. 

Last year, in an apparent 
misunderstanding with die 
selectors, she withdrew Master 
Craftsman from the trial 
for the European champion- 
ships at Gatcombe because of 
concern over the going. Three 
weeks later, at Burghley, the 
pair won the team and in¬ 
dividual European titles. 

Asked yesterday why Leng, 
with her excellent record, 
could not have .been excused 
Badminton, Jane Hotderness- 
Roddam, the chairman of rhe 
selectors and and an Olympic 
team gold medal winner in 
1968, said: “The job of the 
selectors this year is to bring 
back gold medals from Stock¬ 
holm. We had lengthy dis¬ 


cussions on the subject and 

• decided that Ginny has a 
better chance of winning gold 
medals if she did ran at 
Badminton than if she didn't. 
You've only got to look at 
horses that have been excused 
Badminton in the past—such 
as Mark Phillips’s Cartier 
before Seoul - to see the 
problems that might arise.” 

It might equally forcefully 
be argued the other way. In 
1984 Lucinda Green’s Regal 
Realm and Leng’s Priceless 
were both excused Badminton 
before the Los Angeles Olym¬ 
pics. Leng won die individual 
bronze and Green finis hed 
fifth. 

• Because of Badminton’s 
proximity to Stockholm, 
Hugh Thomas, the director of 
the trials, has reduced the 
distance of the cross-country 
by a minute and a half and 
that of the steeplechase by half 
a minute. Other chang* at 
Badmin ton this year indude 
much tighter stable security in 
compliance with the new 
International Equestrian 
Federation veterinary regula¬ 
tions and higher prize-money 
in the lesser placings. 


BOXING 


A man too awkward to face 


By Srikumar Sen, Boxing Correspondent 


Chris Eubank, the Brighton 
middleweight could be boxing 
for the world title in July at the 
Brighton Centre after the first 
defence of the World Boxing 
Council international title at the 
same venue on April 25. 

It depends on one of two 
British boxers, Michael Watson 
and Nigel Berm, failing in his 
world title attempt. Watson 
faces Mike McCallum, of Ja¬ 
maica, and Berm meets Doug 
Dewitt, of the United States, 
□ext month. If they won they 
would stay dear of the man with 
the most awkward style in 
Britain, according to Eubank’s 
manager. Barry Hearn. 

Hearn has had talk* with the 
managers of McCall um and 
Dewitt and he said that they 
would be happy to come to 
England to defend against 
Eubank at Brighton. “We have a 
good relationship going with 
McCall urn's people.” Hearn, 
who is promoting the World 
Boxing Association's defence 
against Watson, said. “And also 


with Dewitt's people, and they 
have said they would be pre¬ 
pared to come to England.” 

Hearn added: “Of course, we 
would talk to Benn and Watson 
if they won. If Benn fancied 
earning a lot of money, we could 
get ft on. But Watson is wed 
advised, and will, I am sure, be 
well advised to stay clear of 
Eubank." 

If Watson and Benn won and 
decided not to face Eubank, 
Hearn said he would try for the 
winner between Roberto Duran 
and Lin dell Holmes. There are 
enough middleweight and 
super-middleweight champions 
in the four world bodies to keep 
all three Britons busy. 

Eubank believes only two 
boxers in the world could pose 
problems for him: Michael 
Nunn, the International Boxing 
Federation champion, and 
Hero] Graham, the British 
champion. Both ■ have styles 
similar to his. “Graham is a 
master, a genius,” Eubank said. 
“If I lose to anyone it will be to 


him." 

Eubank, who lifted the World 
Boxing Council international 
title by stopping Hugo Corti, of 
Argentina, on Tuesday night at 
York Hall, Bethnal Green, said 
he wanted above all to meet 
Benn. “Find me Benn,” he said. 
“The media has built him up to 
be something he isn't." 

However. Benn is sure to 
avoid Fnhanic because the West 
Ham man does not like to face 
boxers, p re f erring ing^ari to 
meet fighters who walk into his 


Eubank, who took his record 
to 21 wins out of 21 against 
Corti, boxed wen. He looked for 
his openings and picked his 
punches with accuracy. His jabs 
landed solidly on the Argentin¬ 
ian’s chin, his combinations 
were crisp and sharp, and his 
uppercut was the best I have 
seen in Britain for a long time. 
One’s only wish was that his 
innovative style would allow 
him to do those thing s more 
often. 


TENNIS 


RACING 


Stars step 
aside for 
Capriati’s 
road show 

From Barry Wood 
Boca Raton, Florida 

Jennifer Capriati came and 
conquered, and when she went 
away, the hubbub created by her 
professional debut settled and 
■ the world returned to normal — 
almost. 

Gabrida Sabatioi and Monica 
Seles, the leading seeds in the 
Virginia Slims of Florida, per¬ 
formed later, and the media 
paid them not the slightest bit of 
attention. At least for this week, 
they are passee. and it is 
Capriati who holds court as the 
new queen of tennis. She de¬ 
feated Mary Lou Daniels, a 
long-standing professional, 7-6, 
6 - 1 . 

Not aged 14 until the 29th of 
this month, Capriati took the 
arcus in her stride. A host of 
television cameras and photog¬ 
raphers recorded every step as 
she walked on court, and care¬ 
fully filmed her removing her 
jacket, taking her racket from its 
bag, and posing with Daniels at 
the net. 

She played, and she made 
mistakes hire any other mortaL 
She never approached the lofty 
heights she achieved when 
dispatching Clare Wood 6-0, 6- 
0, on her Wightman Cup debut 
last September. Bat she still 
displayed enough of her special 
talents to explain why. having 
never played outside the junior 
ranks, she had generated con¬ 
tracts worth in excess of S5 
million. 

Capriati has an excellent sin¬ 
gle-handed forehand, but, like 
most youngsters, favours a dou¬ 
ble-handed backhand. Her 
preparation to meet the ball is 
perhaps her greatest asset, with 
the result that she rarely looks 
awkward. She does not waste 
time on court, and has the Graf 
attitude of playing the game 
without pausing for breath. 

She was composed both dar¬ 
ing the match and after, han¬ 
dling the Press with ease, 
although, like many 13-year- 
olds, she had little of substance 
to say. She considered the media 
attention "slightly out of con¬ 
trol", which was a masterly 
understatement 

Gradually, the publicity wifi 
fade a little and she will be able 
to get down to business and 
receive the same attention that 
any other highly-talented player 
receives. Only then, -when she 
has grown accustomed to her 
new life and eased into the 
routine of stardom, when she is 
no longer distracted by the 
showbiz atmosphere that sur¬ 
rounds her. wall we be able to 
assess her game with accuracy. 

Results, page 47 

• Andre Agassi, Brad Gilbert, 
Rick Leach and Jim Pugh will 
form the US Davis Cup team for 
the match against Czecho¬ 
slovakia from March 30 to April 
1. 



Jockey Qub plans 
major reform of 
declaration system 


Take Jennifer Capriati on her senior debut yesterday 

Sampras is starting to 
fulfil his huge promise 

From Richar d RtaiWj Indian Walk, California 


By Graham Rock 

The stewards of the Jockey Cub 
have committed themselves to 
far-righted reforms of tnc 
declaration system under which 
horses will be declared 48 hours 
before they nm and jockeys 24 
hours before they nde. 

The Hoiseraang Advisory 
Council wiQ consider the plan 
and take into account wide¬ 
spread criticism from the min¬ 
ers’ and jockeys’ associations. 

Because of amendments to 
Weatherbys* computer, the im- 
pkntemation is unlikely before 
1992. 

AH other major racing coun¬ 
tries have similar schemes so 
that racecards. and newspapers 
carrying fields of runners and 
riders, are complete- The 
present system of a 24-hour 
declaration, of horses, and jock- 
cys H« -i»r rri just 45 minutes 
before a race, is enhanced by 
Press Association reporters who 
compile jockeys' lists which are 
more than 90 per cent accurate. 

The Jockey Club is respond¬ 
ing to calls from punters, race¬ 
courses, bookmakers and the 
Levy Board to provide a com¬ 
prehensive racecard for all me¬ 
dia which will aid the marketing 
of British racing worldwide: At 
present we compete directly 
with the French, who have 
earlier declaration times, and 
are able to offer a superior 
product. 

In 1988the HAC considered a 
proposal for declared jockeys 
n«ng the present. 24-hour 
declaration for horses, but the 
scheme was considered 
impractical. 

The new plan requires train- 
era to declare horses by 1 lam 

two days beforea race. This is an 
hour inffr in the day than the 
present deadline, in order to 
tala- account of possible double 


There might be cheaper entry* 
to races for jockeys drebred 
the time the entry is made. And- 
the Joekcjf Club may me tfxf 
system to roopcu races which, 
were reduced to a walkover or 
brought uncompetitive fidds. 

Jockey declaration is non 
difficult in England than & 
many other countries, where 
centralized racing means hones' 
and jockeys ore baaed at i 
racecourse, thus faaliatng 
administration. 

However, racing in Australia 
is organized state by state and 
ihcir structure is similar to oars 
with several meetings! day over 
a wide area; they have readily 
adapted to earlier declaration 
rimes. 

Richard Ma ck a nca . chief 
executive of the National Train- 
era* Federation, said: “At the' 
AGM. trainers were against it ip 
a man.” while the Jockeys* 
Association spokesman. Mich¬ 
ael CaulfiekL said: “I do not 
know of a jockey who a fa. 
favour of this new proposal “ 

Weathexbys intend' to set up a’ 
sophisticated network of com¬ 
puter terminals at racecourses, 
together with information oa 
Prestel and a help desk at their 
Wellingborough headquarters to 
give trainers up-to-the-minute 
information on jockeys'- 
availability. 

There are also compreh ensi ve 
arrangements to allow for the, 
substitution of jockeys when* 
they are injured, car when «. 
meeting is aba nd oned, which 
should appease the system’s- 
critics. s 

Trainers and jockeys might be’ 
inconvenienced by the pro-, 
posals but a percentage of their 
income is earned, through the' 
Levy Board, from punt e r s and 
this should be an occasion when 


take account of possible double this should be an occasion when 3 
summer time. Jockeys would be the requirements of the industry, 1 
declared 26 hours later, by 1pm overshadow those of individual - 
on the day before a race. interes groups. 


Two years ago, here at Grand 
Champions, Fete Sampras an¬ 
nounced Us arrive! in pro- 


beating Ramesh 

In the first round of this year's 
News Week Cup, Sampras, co¬ 
incidentally, was required to 
beat Krishnan again, which be 
did 6-3, 6-2. The expectations 
that constantly surround hhn 
are a little more sober now 
compared with those that 
greeted him in 1988, when the 
experts were raving about his 
style and poise. 

He was swiftly signed by the 
Mark McCormack International 
Management Group, and re- 
warded with a lucrative dotting 
contract from Sexgio Tacdrim. 
Then, everyone waited for the 
miTarfea to happen — bm, they 
kept on happening to someone 
else. 

In particular, they h a p pe ned 


to Sampras's contemporaries — 
Andre Agassi and Michael 
c*hang Sampras fini ' rf v rf 1989 
at No. 81 on the Association of; 
Tennis Profes si onals computer 
and questions were being asked. 

But, suddenly, Sampras has 
made his move. Good results in 
Australia, followed by a semi¬ 
final paring jn Milan, »«! his 
first big title in Philadelphfa, 
have elevated him to No. 17. 
His s upp orter s have breathed a 
sigh of relief 

RESU LTS: Rr * i—* J OuffM BBCn (S wri 

““yaga FOmSSSi! 

Nowcafc lCz}._7-&. B Paaroa(U S) bt a 
C tmnokov (US8F1 SA 3-fl. O*; J Stnctmz 
(Sp)WJGnfc6(USXB-1.M:JRwran(Ff)W 
WMassr(Agri,S^sa;HShaff(AuaMB)blR 

StgffxVjWTtSSt 

2: C Van Aarabura (SA) tt J AraiajSp), 6-1. 
£-3; D Can* [AiJUl WAQomOZ (Ed. 7-5.6-4; X 
Had) (USJttTWMan (USJ.44.M. Second 

l (US), B-3, B- 


CarvilFs Hill unlikely 
to run in Gold Cup 

From Our Irish Racing Correspondent 


CarviU’s Hill is almost certain to 
the Tote Cheltenham Gold 
Cup a week today after failing to 
please connections in an after- 
raring gallop at Fairyhouse 
yesterday. 

Partnered by Ken Morgan. 
GarvilTs Hill covered two miles 
on the Flat with six stable 
companions and finished eight 
lengths clear of An Trail. 

However, Morgan said after¬ 
wards that GarvuTs. HilL on 
offer at J0-1 (witharun) for the 
Gold Cup before the gallop, had 
felt someway short of his best. 

Jim Dreaper, his trainer, also 
expressed disappointment at the 
perfor mance of CarvilFs Hill, 
believing he should have won by 


far more than eight lengths. 

Bank Berry, now retired, 
p artn ered Art Trail in the 
workout and he now goes for- 1 
Tuesday's Waterford Crystal,' 
Supreme Novices* Hurdle 
where he will be ridden by* 
Conor O'Dwyer. 

Lingfield ‘unfit’ 

Jockey Club inspectors hare' 
declared Lingfickfs turf track* 
unfit for racing at the end of next 
week. Sections of turf fitted after 
the winning post to make the 
turn out of the home straight 
less severe have failed to settle 
in time for the course’s two-day 
meeting on March 16-17. 


SPORTS LETTERS 


Disregard for Blame for Glasgow blunders No England team has been better prepared Oxfprd’s call 


oppression 

From Dr Oscar R Peterson 
Sir. It was with extreme remorse 
that I watched over the past 
weeks the totally inhumane 
disregard for human life and 
moral principles exhibited by 
Mike Gatling and his motley 
crew of cricketers, as they, in my 
opinion, blatantly disrega r de d 
the issue of oppression and 
despotism which the black peo¬ 
ples of South Africa have been 
so desperately struggling to 
overcome. 

In their apparent quest for 
monetary return, or whatever 
their tour brings them, these 
men set an irrefutable milestone 
as so-called sportsmen by aiding 
the spectre of apartheid in 
committing its acts of violence 
and murder. 

1 say murder considering the 
fact that it was a rally in protest 
of their very tour during which 
black South Africans died. Per¬ 
haps Mr Gatling and his fellow 
sportsmen are now pleased that 
they have made a contribution 
to the fast failing apartheid 
regime. 

Yours sincerely. 

OSCAR E. PETERSON. 

2421 Hammond Road, 
Mississauga, 

Ontario, Canada. 

Open play reward 

From Mr J. Jowers 
Sir, I much enjoyed your 
correspondent's reports from 
Lahore on the World Hockey 
Cup, especially as 1 saw only one 
match. Spain v Ireland, on 
Spanish television. On repeated 
occasions the Spanish com¬ 
mentator urged his team to get 
into the opponent's circle in 
order “to provoke” a penalty 
corner (stroke?) from which the 
Sapniards would surely score! 

These days, perhaps 70 per 
cent of goals come from pen¬ 
alties, whereas in my playing 
days (Leicestershire and Rhine 
Army) some 90 per cent came 
from open play. 

If the game is not to be spoiled 
both for players and spectators, 
hockey should take a lesson 
from basketball, where a score 
from open play is worth double 
a penalty goal. 

Yours faithfully 
JOE JOWERS, 

Sim6n Verde 1055. 

San Juan de Aznalfarachc, 
Seville. Spain. 

Northern flights 

From Mr Derek Radford 

Sir. Pieter Ball makes a common 
mistake in describing Carlisle 
United (54’54’N) as the most 
northerly dub in the Football 
Is **? mi (March 1). Both New¬ 
castle United (54*59'N) and 
Sunderland (54*55’N) are far¬ 
ther north. 

The error no doubt arises 
from Carlisle’s dose proximity 
to the Scottish border. 

Yours faithfully, 

DEREK RADFORD, 

7 Yeomans Avenue, 

jiarpenden, Hertfordshire. 

Sports Letters may be sent 
by fax to 01-782 5046 


From Mr Bob Sparks 
Sir. Certain features of the 
organisational muddle at the 
European indoor athletics 
championships in Glasgow (re¬ 
port, March 6) need further 
enlargement 

David Powell quotes the com¬ 
plaint of Pierre Dasriaux, sec¬ 
retary of the European Athletic 
Association (EAA), that there 
was a lack of experience in 
dealing with the computer sys¬ 
tem. I should think there was, 
since the system concerned was 
imposed by. the EAA (through 
their contract with IBM), 
whereas the British officials 
have grown accustomed to a 
comprehensive level of service 
provided by Unisys over the last 
few years. It is asking for trouble 
to introduce an unfamiliar sys¬ 
tem into such a complex event. 

A second complaint con¬ 
cerned the clash of a victory 
ceremony with the start of a 
race. This, alas, is. an all too 
familiar aspect of major inter¬ 
national championships. The 
sensible scheduling of ceremo¬ 
nials is a cause 1 have been 
pursuing (with lamentable lack 
of success) for 30 years. Meeting 
directors have to take orders 
from “on high", and the needs 
of athletes and spectators fre¬ 


quently take a very poor second 
place. I recall the furore when a 
medal ceremony was started just 
as Sergei Bubka was about to 
attempt a world pole vault 
record at the world champion¬ 
ships in Rome, but that incident 
has apparently been forgotten. 

Other problems at Glasgow 
included the incorrect result- in 
the 400 metres and leg numbers 
being difficult to read on the 
photo-finish apparatus. Again, 
the situation was not helped by 
having a system imposed by the 
EAA, which seems not to have 
been adequately tested before¬ 
hand in the particular con¬ 
ditions of the Kelvin Hall arena. 
Having cameras with lenses that 
did not focus properly cannot 
-have made things easy for the 
operators. 

I realise there were many 
other problems that cannot be 
excused, but the above were 
critical factors in the overall 
running of the meeting; and it 
would be helpful if blame for the 
failings were properly appor¬ 
tioned. 

Yours faithfully, 

BOB SPARKS, 

(President, Association ofTrack 
and Field Statisticians), 

94 Reigate Road, 

Ewell, Epsom, Surrey. 


From Mr Nicholas Usher 
Sir, The majority of people seem 
to be in a state of shock at 
England actually beating the 
West Indies in a Test match. 
However, the achievement in 
itself is probably not so surpris¬ 
ing. It has been a popular 
conception for some time that 
England are the “no-topers” of 
Test cricket. 

This is certainly not a vastly 
incorrect statement in view of 
recent perfor m ances. However, 
no touring side has ever been 
better prepared or motivated 
than the current one, which was 
clearly in evidence as England 
completely outplayed a team 
considered to be far superior. 
England’s victory is a dear 
contradiction of those who have 
suggested that there is not 
enough talent in English cricket 
to achieve.such results. 

I don't think this has ever 
been the case but h has been the 
way in which this talent has 
been applied that has lei the side 
down. Graham Gooch and the 
rest of the England management 
at last seem to have been able to 
channel this talent into produc¬ 
ing results which some have 
doubted would ever come. 
Yours faithfully. 


NICHOLAS USHER, 

Gibbs House, Lancing College. 
Sussex. 

From Sir Anthony Grant. MPJbr 
Cambridgeshire South West 
(Conservative) 

Sir. For too long we have been 
depressed by the weight of 
reports of “the invincible West 
Indies nickel team", the “awe¬ 
some power of Mike Tyson”, 
and the superior “commitment** 
of French and Welsh rugby. 

In the space of a few weeks all 
these idols have revealed feet of 
day — and a good thing too, 
Excessive hero-worship is un¬ 
healthy anywhere — even in 
sport. 

.Yours faithfully, 

ANTHONY GRANT, 

House of Commons, SW1. 

From Mr Michael Meyer 
Sir, Amid the congratulations 
that have been handed out for 
our triumph in Jamaica, why 
has no mention been made of 
the man more than anyone 
responsible for England's cricket 
renaissance? I refer of coarse to 
Dr Ali Bacher. But for him, our 
“attack" at Sabina Farit would 
very possibly have comprised 
Dilley. Foster, Jarvis and 
£mburey. and we all know how 
penetrative they have moved 


against a moderate South Af¬ 
rican batting side. Ring out the 
old, ring in the new. 

Yours etc.. 

MICHAEL MEYER. 

4 Montagu Square, Wl. 

From Mr David Buirski 
Sir, England's victory at Sabina 
Park could be considered as 
unlikely as Ireland's win over 
the West Indies on the 
Herdman's Ground at Sion 
Mins back in 1969. . 

Yet the seeds of England's 
win. and the realisation that the 
West Indies are not invincible, 
may have been planted last 
summer cm the same ground on 
the banks of the River Moume 
in Ctmnty Tyrone; Then, in a 
twentieth anniversary, rematch, 
Graham Gooch led the Irish 
President’s Invitation XL which 
included Allan Lamb and Robin 
Smith, to a superb victory over 
Give Lloyd’s XI with Desmond 
Haynes and Malcolm MarshalL 

Could the luck of the Irish 
have rubbed off on to the 
English? 

Yours faithfully, 

DAVID BUIRSKL 
Holly House, 

J Old Barn Lane, 

Croxley Green, 

Riekmansworth, Hertfordshire. 


Open-ended plans 

From Mr John C. Phillips 
Sir. If ever there was an indica¬ 
tion of how sporting Britain is 
being left behind as the 21st 
century approaches, it was the 
report (February 27) about the 
plans for a new national sta¬ 
dium for Coventry. 

Not a word in it suggested that 
any thought should be given to 
an all-weather covered stadium. 
A national stadium for the 21st 
century should permit 100.000 
sealed spectators the opportu¬ 
nity to watch football and rugby 
internationals in safety and 


comfort; games that can go 
ahead whatever the weather. To 
suggest that a reconditioned 
Wembley might do is surely the 
clasic example of small mind¬ 
edness. 

Ifa relatively small centre like 
Vancouver. Canada, can op¬ 
erate an all-weather covered 
stadium, surely the Football 
Association should give the idea 
serious consideration. Or is it to 
be Wembley for yet another 80 
years? 

JOHN C PHILLIPS, 

St Delian, 

St Buryan. 

Penzance, Cornwall. 


Firm hand needed 

From Mr David Burton 
Sir, There has been much 
controversy over the goal in the 
recent Nottingham Forest v 
Manchester City match (report, 
March 5), hinging on whether a 
goalkeeper has control of the 
ball while holding it in only one 
hand. 

The FA’s guide to the Laws is 
not explicit on this matter. 
Consider, however, the case of a 
goalkeeper who picks up the ball 
with one hand and then pro¬ 
ceeds to take 10 steps before 
releasing the ball into play: I 
believe any referee would 
penalise him under the four-step 
rule, and any player would 


accept this as a correct decision. 
Clearly in. this instance, a goal¬ 
keeper holding the ball in just 
one hand does have control of 
the ball. 

Unfortunately, Rodger 
Gifford, the referee, was re¬ 
quired to make an immediate 
decision in a unique set of 
circumstances. I feel that de¬ 
cision was wrong. To prevent 
any further contusion, and in 
the interest of consistent referee¬ 
ing. the game's lawmaking body 
must surely amend the laws 
immediately . to clarify the 
situation. 

Yours faithfully 
D. BURTON. 

5 Voce Court. 

Worksop, Nottinghamshire. 


Satellite cricket 

From Mr J. W. Puleston 
Sir, I have always enjoyed 
listening to BBC cricket broad¬ 
casts and watching their tele¬ 
vision presentation of the game. 

To use a well worn football 
dichi. Tim Rice (February 28) 
appears to be over the moon 
regarding the Sky Tele vision 
presentation of the Test match 
from Jamaica. May L in reply, 
say that, being “dishless", I have 
seen only the highlights on BBC 
and that 1 am as sick as a parrot 
Tony Greig, according to Tim 
Rice, gets star billing. To me, be 
sounds like a Dervish who has 
sat on a hornets' nest while 
Geoffrey Boycott is as flat and 
uninteresting as a pint of York¬ 
shire bitter which was pulled 
about a year ago—just like a lot 
of his batting. 

Apparently. 1 am spared the 
boring monotony of advert-- 
ismenis and their repeats- If 
Um Rice is' corre c i in his 
forecast regarding toe future of 
the BBC then, on this evidence. 
Heaven help us! I am certainly 
not a member of the moaning 
arts lobby but in lfa& context I 
am quite content to be labelled a 
Luddite. 

Yours faithfully. 


J. W. PULESTON, 

142 North Lane, 

Aldershot, H ampshire ; 

From Mr Donald Knutton 
Sir, How much 1 agree with Um 
Rice's excellent article. 

I too enjoyed Tony Greig’s 
lively commentary, and I 
thought Geoffrey Boycott's 
contribution was masterly. 1 was 
also pleased that the old BBC 
television commentators' habit 
of the long silences has not 
infected Sky, although J noticed 
that Tony Lewis slipped back 
occasionally. Stilt old habits die 
hard. 1 well remember in the 
days of the late Jim Laker —the 
biggest offender — rushing' to 
check the television set to see if 
we had lost the sound! , 

However, I do have one 
criticism, and this also applies 
to the BBC. When reporting 
field placings and changes, why 
cannot the commentators say 
who is in the various positions 
and who is being moved instead 
of the usual .. he has a ‘man* 
on the boundary" and “gully has 
moved, up". Lei us hear who 
they are. We cannot recognise 
them in the long shots, and the 
commentators should be able to 
sec and idl us. 

Anyway, as the fisherman 
complained, it's only a minor 


Setting an example 

From the Headmaster of 
Stow market High School 
Sir. Watching international 
rugby on television Iasi Sat¬ 
urday I observed a modicum of 
blood, cboler and black bile. 
One noteworthy humour visible 
was, however, phlegm. After 
moments of triumph or 
confrontation players could be 
seen summoning their resources 
and then spitting. Similar 
behaviour is regularly dem¬ 


onstrated in soccer marches and 
even at the Wimbledon tennis 
tournament when it is again 
used in a hostile, dismissive way 
rather than to dear the throat 
Young people are apt io copy 
such habits, which should be 
stopped — phlegmatic national 
characteristics being preferable 
to demonstrative ones. 

Yours faithfully. 

R. J. MONTGOMERY 
Stowmarket High School, 
Onehouse ~ 


Men y women 

From Mr D. R Montague 
Sir. After the 1988 Calgary 
Winter Olympics, Andy 
Grunenfelder came back to 
Europe with a bronze medal for 
50km cross-country skiing, and 
competed in the Engadine Ski 
Marathon, along a 42km course 
past St Moritz. He won in the 
very good time of Ihr 3Smin 
55sec (more than 30 minutes 
faster than the best mark for a 
marathon on foot). 

However, it was a close nm 
thing. At 12km Christine GUli- 
B rugger was leading the field of 
over 11,000 skiers, mid at the 
h 


finish she was only 2min 16sec 
behind Grunenfelder, in front of 
over 9,500 men. 

In other words, her time 
exceeded GruoenfeMrr’s by 
1.02 per cent. If Ingrid 
Kristiansen had not given np 
cross-country skiing — she was 
once a Norwegian international 
— would she now be beating the 
best men in the world, instead of 
finishing in times more than 10 
per cent greater than the mara¬ 
thon men? 

Yours, 

DON MONTAGUE, 

Moreton Farm House, 

Moreton, Thame, Oxfordshire. 

I- 


carp, and did not detract from a 
very enjoyable viewing exper¬ 
ience. 

Yours truly,- 
DONALD KNUTTON, 

25 Lawn Heads Avenue; 
Littleover, Derby. 

Front Dr Valerie Goldberg 
Sir, My experience of the cur¬ 
rent transmissions from Sky has 
been limited to a few daily clips 
and the highlights shown on 
BBC ea ch evening but I have 
already noticed several features 
which I disliked when I watched 
transmissions from the Packer 
World Series. These- are the 
amount of commentary — far 
too much to accompany pic¬ 
tures; the tone of the com¬ 
mentary, often verging on the 
hysterical; and the gimmickry 
such as the duck, and the over¬ 
use of slow motion action 
replays which interrupts the 
flow of the play. 

It may very well be true that 
more cricket will be screened 
worldwide—though it is doubt- 
fid how many people will be 
willing or able to watch exten¬ 
sive chunks ofbali-by-ball com¬ 
mentary (particularly if “their” 
team is not involved), but this 
will be at the expense of current 
viewers in the UK. 

There was already a lot of 
cricket on BBC and Indepen¬ 
dent television, though one 
might not have ■ realised thic 
from reading Mr Rice's article. 
This included fun (and uninter¬ 
rupted) coverage on BBC of 
yittuaUy the whole ofTest scries 
in England. This summer, view¬ 
ers in Britain will have to 
subscribe to a satellite service if 
they want to follow one of the 
one-day competitions, the Ben¬ 
son and Hedges Cup. which was 
formerly earned on BBC as part 

of the service. 

Yours faithfully, 

VALERIE GOLDBERG, 

6 Hollycroft Avenue. 

Wembley, Middlesex. 


to historians 

From Sir Roger Bannister 
Six, John Goodbody*s article on 
Oxford sport (March 2) referred 
to the Norwich Union Varsity 
Games held over the weekend — 
Oxbridge's mini-Olympics. 
With over 800 competitors 
across 13 sports, it was a highly 
successful event in our increas¬ 
ingly active sports calendar. 
Indeed, such has been the 
growth in Oxford sport that we 
now have 74 clubs with over 
2,000 members, ranging from 
aikido to vofleybaflL This is in 
addition to the activities ar¬ 
ranged at college level. 

All this will no doubt provide 
a feast for Oxford's sporting 
historians and statisticians. As 
we enter the 1990s my'col¬ 
leagues and I are keen to put 
together a comprehensive 
record of Oxford University 
sport this century. At this stage, 
we are concentrating on compil¬ 
ing the team lists for the Varsity 
matches against the old enemy. 
Our records for rugby, rowing 
and cricket are good, but for the 
other sports they are patchy. I 
should be very grateful for any 
information about the make-up 
of teams, lists of Blues and 
results. 

Yours faithfully, 

ROGER BANNISTER, 

Master’s Lodgings, 

Pembroke College. 

Oxford. 


What’s in a name? 

From Professor H. H. Huxley 
Sir, Having watched the Honey- 
ghan v Breland fight on tele¬ 
vision and read Srikumar Sen’s 
excellent analysis (March 5), I 
observed with a wry smile the 
legend RAGGAMUFFIN ad¬ 
orning the loser’s trunks. 

My pedantic mind noted first 
the innovative spelling, then 
moved into a higher gear in 
which memories of Henry the 
Fourth—Part One were actively 
stirred. 

Turning to Act V, Scene m, I 
pondered Pairoffs cheerless 
words: 

“I have led my ragamuffins where 
they are pepper’d; there’s nor three of 
my hundred and fifty left alive, and 
they are for the town’s end. to ben 
during fife.” 

My commiserations, Uoyd, 
but you might have chosen a less 
inauspicious moniker! 

Yours sincerely, 

HERBERT H. HUXLEY, 

12 Derwent Close. 

Cambridge. 


With bated breath 

Ftom Mr Geoffrey N. Silman 
Sir, In view of the success of Mr 
Murdoch’s Sky Television in 
exclusive rights to the 
live showing of the two greatest 
sporting upsets of the century 
(Douglas beating Tyson and 
England beating West Indies) I 
await with bated breath their 
next David versus Goliath con¬ 
test so that I may put my bouse 
on the underdog. 

You rs fait hfully, 

GEOFFREY N. SILMAN, 

3/4 The Village, 

North End Way, NW3. 


t 


CYCLING 

Sturgess is 
in need : 
of sponsor 

By Pete Bryan 

Colin Sturgess, world champion g! 
in his first year as a professional 
returned home to Leicester from 
his racing base in Belgium 
yesterday penniless and with a 
contract for this year that .ap¬ 
peared worthless. 

“The gold medal I won at 
Lyons, France, last August, is 
like a millstone around my 
neck. It has not earned me 
anything — and has cost me a 
lot,” the 5.000 metres track 
pursuit champion said. 

Stmgess, aged 2), a former 
teenage revelation who returned 
to Britain five years ago from. 
South Africa with his former, 
champion parents, Alan a tur 
Ann Sturgess. is one of 20 rides 
contracted to the Belgian car-' 
rental company, ADR, who 
have found themselves out m 
work. ■ * . 

ADR earlier this year started., i 
negotiations to “sell" its team to;- ! 
Patemina, a Spanish domestic j 
appliances manufacturer, bat; 
the deal fell through and;- 
Sturgess and his colleagues were,- • 
told after a recent trainiugr- J 
session by the team manager.. 
Josi de Cauwen “Sony, I’ll W; : 
to keep you together, but there »'* 
nothing else lined up." 

Last night Sturgess ws. 
attempting to contact team, 
managers in Italy and 
United States in the hope m; 
being offered a team place. 

“I want to race and I want to; 
defend my title in Japan dp- 
summer," he said. “But to do A; 
and to have even a chance of a. 
medal. I need a sponsor. With- ■ 
out one. I don’t know that 1 
could afford to get to the start* • 
line." * 

Sturgess is desperate to gsj- 
back to Continental raring WJ- 
the only offers he has had for 
rest of this month would 
unpaid. The British-style off- - i 
centre events are not, be_ be¬ 
lieves. the right preparation if 
is co retain his world champ-.- 
ionship, J 


MOTOR RACING ' 

Burt and Hall; 

the scholars 

A scholarship for British racing 
drivers was launched yesttfdjy 
at the Donington Park citwjjy 
near Derby (a Special Con»--; 
pendent writes). Known as TW" 
Donington Scholarship, it 
teach two young drivers 
year the essential skills of nwjj* 4 
em motor racing, both m 
out of the codcpit ., , ’ 

The 1990 scholars. 

Bun, from Tamworth, and Rod- ; 
ere Hall, from Lincolnshire. ;* 
receive intensive tiainfag !®.I 
marketing and sponsorship ,< 
strategy, team management an-«; 
engineering skills. The ( . 

will be funded by a lottery 
each Donington meeting. *i 

Burt and Hall are to cbaDeuSPftj 

for the televised 1990 Fortnu» 'l 
Vauxhall Iifttm championship. 
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Snowy Bondlair can 
regain winning thread 
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Selections 

By Mandarin 


S are ry Boadkfr, with Pat 
Vcrfing in the saddle, appeals 
as a sound bet to win the 
Pragnefl Trophy at Stratford 
today aad he is my nap. 

Last season the same 
combination won five similar 
handicaps over two mites and 
dad after Snowy Bondlair had 
dot won a race for five ytass. 

„ The handicBpper was obvi¬ 
ously going to make life more 
difficult for him this term but 
the way that he performed on 
his belated seasonal debut at 
Kcmptod 12 days ago hinted 
that he was ready to take up 

foe chajlcqg c. 

On that occasion, again 
Addm by Verting, he chased 
The A Train all the way to the 
fine before going down by a 
teogth to an in-form horse, 
who was on a treble having 
already scored at Kempton 

and Sundown. 

' What I particularly tike 
about Snowy Bondlair is the 
fret that he has had-only one 
race at a stage of the season 
when freshness can give a 


By Mandarin (Mkhad Phillips) 

horse a crucial advantage, 
especially in a tight handicap i 
tike today’s. . 

On the day when the John 
and Nigel Thome Memorial 
Cup is ran, there would be no 
more appropriate winner of 
the Alveston Novices? Chase 
than Spartan Missile’s half- 
brother, John’s Birthday who 
was, as his name suggests, 
foaled on the samp ^ on 
which that great Cnripthi^n 
John Thorne was bom. 

In this , instance, though, 
sentimentality may well have 
to (day second fiddle because 
Sooner Still boasts the better 
form. 

Jenny Pitman’s fin* season 
can qq 2 victorious 

note with Do Be Brief in the 
EBF Novices’ Hurdle Quali¬ 
fier. But for making an appall¬ 
ing mistake at Ascot, where he 1 
was eventually piiH np, he ' 
might wen be unbeaten this - 
season. He had looked a most 
promising individual when 
winning his other races at ] 
Towcester and Chepstow. 1 


Crank bows out after 
first success of season 


Reg Crude became the latest 
jockey to announce his r et ii e- 
meat aft er b rin gi ng Sal ly ’s Dove 
borne a six-length winner of the 
HoJywcU S ettin g Hurdle at Ban- 



Qank. aged 35, is following 
Phil Tuck and Maloohn Bastard 
who have also bowed out on a 
wi n ni ng note in recent weeks. 
He has had only a handfhl of 
rides this season and Sally’s 

Dove was his &st winner of the 


“My first winner was Sov¬ 
ereign's Parade on die Flat at 
CBrthdB when 1 was a 15-year- 
otd,” Crank recalled. Tve had 
about 250 wmners in all and the 
highfisfr* were my two Chelten¬ 
ham winners, Qoss Master and 
Roaring Wind.* 



Reg Crank: finished riding 
career with Bangor winner 


Earlier in the afternoon, his 
stable companion. Fifth 
Amendment (4.0) looks 
another tikefy winner for Mis 
Pitman at Wincanton, where 
he won before' being out 
classed by die Cheltenham 
hopes, Riverhead and Bitter 
Buck, at Sandown. 

On the corresponding occa¬ 
sion last year, Richard 
Dnnwoody won- ' the 
Seavmgtan Handicap Hurdle 
for Bill Wightman on 
Fopeswood. Nowit should pay 
to follow the same combina¬ 
tion again since Popeswood 
blatantly found Newbury’s ex¬ 
tended three miks too far last 
Friday. 

Before that he had been a 
creditable third over this 
shorter nip at Kempton be¬ 
hind Tyred N*Snookerd,; 
whom be wfll be meeting on 
71b better t er ms. 

Blinkered first time 

SOUTHWELL* 2.10 Csttttfs Boy. Hon¬ 
an Graduated London L o an: 3.10 
tieMng; 4.10 Botehebte*40 Tafka. 

LarkhiH winner 
can surprise 

Wellington Brown, who ns 
corded afest time who* winning 
at ijwtchm recently, could spring 
a' surprise in the Salhebys 
Hunter Chase at Wincaaum 
today (Brian Bed writes^ 

Fndge Delight, a winner at 
Molhngion last Saturday follow¬ 
ing a co u rageous nut behind 
Whitsunday, is preferred to 
Oonrocbe GaaeQC in the John 
and Nigel Thame Memorial 
Cup at Stratford. 

Whitcombe plans 

Peter Bolton, owner of Whit- 
combe Manor, will make a 
statement Jwnt die futur e of 
die Dorset training complex at 
Sandown Park an Saturday. Reg 
Akehinst, the latest trainer to be 
i in fcwfl with Whitcombe Manor; 

int u nHc tn unnn unfft hilt pbiw at 

the Esher course the same <tey. 


2.00 Popeswood. 
230 Die Leggett. 
3J» While Rivet, 


3JQ Crammer. 

4.00 Fifth Amendment. 
4.30 Duke's Whistle. 
s-GO&aafeu 


By Michael Seely 

4.00 FIFTH AMENDMENT (nap), 5.00 Va Lute. 
. Brian BeeT* selection: 330 Wefl ingtou Brown. 


Going: good to firm 

24 SEAVMQTpN HANDICAP HURDLE (? 2 , 12 r; 2 mBI)tl 5 runnafs) 

i amass s» «* aTW PPWEsawff^(Swoni^RHoegw»iMt __ _ w»wa is 

a treren ttbed mwGKaas ts (BAH y remtato p HMgw s-u-a. - uwmi ft sa 

S awa «ITARYBa>Oaq(QJ)fTJoP«^>4iJHMMrie-11-1 . , ..MB— so 

4 WKXoe Fq pgaw oooo(CO^(HHtetajwiMgw«n 7 -ii 9 . tOMW H 

5 ISPIUi WWTEiaftF«(HA*jo;ftrtXlOtl 6 - 1^7 ..lira—aa « •» 

8 38 BMS I MffVnonO ftKUPD—IQBWta -147 . UTS— SS 

7 OSIBN) MKHlYmcortsafti at Tory) DBmorth 5409 _a- 1 B 2 

a-aoe^M MUUUC 13 gMMI(BRMqRFtat». 1 l >4 --—-- . ... Jtwt SS 

9 MPPUI AMSTOSS(S){AJ IRQ Barter Lk$JOid 6-103- MD<W SS 

10 4590 PS OWTnameaK 2 >PAa»(lodCailOflW)TFOniK 8 - 1 W .. JNtar St 

11 tow- fwjcm court are (qp*aMBi»dWy)N Ora nte r6i6 fl. . . amm — 

12 MO HA RREEK 21 rotQMteMMSriBwtt 5-19 0 —— P Madge** ( 7 ) — 

IS 100839 TIMJAH BOM a fjg (Brora*late Mr FOomrailR Rest 0 - 10-0 - ft jra n — P) as 

14 t s o wo awTOM muaev a a MMon ii-u>o , . — „ Caerere 

18 mSM SWtlQMS»(WSnMirieMwvrnfti>iBflliWM l l.fcma|UMteBW» 1 M,pre|BmCB m 

Uag be nUn ap i Coat 9-10, Wte* 9-iO.Rcftn SongW. GfnOon MNwy 94. »Uon 91. 

■ entire 74 am» m iyed trsneomm. m umuy tern, mac, 74 use Moan, s-i 
P opBeeiand. 10-1 Uptafle, ta-t Copper Smtoc. 14-1 oftee*. 

iftfc poreswooo s-hmp r Duowoody ( 6-4 top w W Mtm a r is am 


FORM FOCUS c 25£ mftK 

W Clw l M i mn pm. gm 10 lrw» AMOTOB drtmn oe 

TYPED ir SM OCKEftDag out to beet Jew My B?y Sendowo (Bn S*7! 
isietKemptonanetgooffl, pope swo qp( 7ft eowresiKMo 
MarctfO li*team'd M&MlSc(7t>beamofQa to aondteooto Jota 
toft. 29yd. goad to eoio 

■BUT4RY BAND TXT 2nd to Roger* taceas et kageraft._ 

Wirakk(ftnSf.sa(U.IMmFM^rierepQkW itilirtnn MRPqi 


tog etoee Seritoe CeptetoAbeb II at Tbwoester 
Om ST 26wt K)fiL 

AJBtnrectovMaii to detect Ccato Dow 1 HI et 
Senckwa Cm 9t 75yd, eoft on nimHi-e atert 

com rfniwJC aa^maA whisSiio Sr cnaw 

to aonSdooel toctepyC mm et Saodown pm » 


240 STEWART TORY MEMORIAL TROPHY (Hamflcap chase: amateurs £2478:2m 
5f) (9 runnres) 

1 B-Ittll THE LftOQETT 8 FftB (A Ford) M P%3C 7-tt-IS (5cxJ_i— A WWtor p} ase 

a iirnri rrmemm ri (n.r.n.i) [i i ■■■iCimi) n thumi n n i~-. a upw p) ee 


1 S-Ittll THE t aaoe i T » WMM (A Ford} M P»c 7-tl-ta ffer j -- A WWtor PI »SS 

£ 1S1SM KimNUHin CLFAri P Untonj A TWraS MM2-,Q llploc P) ee 

3 ft*f*4 FAfMLEA BOV SS fCn^ASI (R LettetoJ 8 BeKftig 10-1140-S SteMn (7) SO 

4 ITMPd QREENWOOO LAD 14 (FA*> fP SpodxxW C SporOog WW-W Spo*<*g f7) * » 

5 o nne lor anas 37 (efjq (a ls(dmm« a uvaon w-im-d nw* m ee 

e S4-H01 T o a nom ae <noju e on m Hcaaeow »-uk a <*■»■ laeRi m m w 

7 snesu ORBOl MAfStoE Mm (WMlooabe itonorReoIngl N MMM0-10-1.CMeede (7» SS 

8 2SSWU uaLAKT LAD 3(F) (Edwamcmtopc 0300] treJWfterte 10-100 a tenawft (7) 82 

9 n m re the murrse m W Ledgw) a udgw n-ioo-— mb n Ledger (i> re 

Loq Seadteepe Udery Lad 9-11, The Riftftft. 

BEITMlfc 7-4 TOO Lento* 7-2 Ttotea. M KUtogw. M Fundee Boy. 74 Iteteqr tad. 1M Owen 


taste 8JRRAH JAT 9-103 A TWy (4-1) N McheS 6 reo 

FORM FOCUS I g! s? &!r ^ ^ ^ 111 *** taH ^ 


(3m. gc 

Jumper 


SOUTHWELL 


Selections 

By Mandarin 

Z10 Asbwaq. Z4Q Herde. 3.10 Jovial Kate. 3.40 
Masjc Ana. 4.10 Love Legend. 4.40 Masked BalL 


Going: standard 

Dreae 6f-7f, low 


3.10 RUFFORD MAIDEN APPRENTICE STAKES 
(£2,490:60(16) 





2.10TUXFORD MA10EN STAKES 022.816:1m) (15 



mtotete^ aalito ^ 




S 


hT'-T'Hi itrri 




2.15 Golfer’s Sunrise. 

2A5 Sooner StiO. 

3.15 SNOWY BONDLAIR (nap) 


3.45 Oanrocfae Gazette. 
4.15 Do Be Brief 

4.45 Auk Eye. 
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i Msteaw 
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season. He will take over from 
Miles Gosling, who has been NHmtonoa 
appointed chairman of Raco- J Sdw «d» 
course Holdings Trust in succes- 

O Sherwood 

DGendrib 


Michael Seely’s selection: 3.15 Butlers PeL 
Tho Times Private Handicajqjeir’s top rating; 2.15 GOUf^S SUNRISE. 
Brian Beefs sriectfam: 3.45 Ridge Delight. 


Going: good 

2.15 STUDtEYSEUJNQ HANDICAP HURDLE (£1,744:2m) (15 runners) 

1 142P0C EAJWOO SI raAriP ftousal Lid) R HodpM 5-11-10.- - -——— — « 

2 uoeo laLnAarSAUrrESltPewtogedRBwftertonS-II A ■■ SWead i Cn — 

3 GMHMP Jg t3C YPEAW.3»(RSlBteatofl)g Sw o pe S-11- 7 ... HOeetee «1 

4 0644W WARWORN PfiOIBSE 7 0«aBP*tm«OD W8»«» 5-1 W>-- BDomn(7| « 

5 048001 Q0LrerS8UNaSE7(IW^ptTeylw)KWilli6-114 - A CS a «ea (S) aso 

8 SSS WARM WMTH 23 (Q8t-Gdged Tboraughbred RactaB PI4 R Cwds4-10-11. R O alteli to 37 

7 0F0QF4 BOWUHIS tS (N CoftyJ R Thompeon 4-10-11 - — SI 

8 04800 MWTBflK30OOPOOnjJOmtee8-18 4... . . . . — — 

o m e m o castle jester a (reo*aCBfc«)jaiBB5-iM ■■ .——. — «7 

10 M— WUCBI04<g>Wtoee)DWaBde54fr6 - - ACenO — 

11 IteP KEANOaCR0S8 tS(PS)dkm) B Rfc&mond MM- -- DB*nw — 

12 P00S0 KARLOV AC II (B} (D Hussey) C Broad 4-VM- P McDermott (7) — 

13 PQOQOP WBST LOOGE LACY 13 (EQeora*! eo n S-10-3--RAzaatt — 

14 FWP- SWIFT AFFABI eeepu EcfclertM Etodey 5-10- fl.. - .— P0 We Hew{7) — 

15 UPPNP 1 3B8MK7LBE HI(MnJSmRhJUSttwnB5-104- EIMnm(7) — 

Long B entirely SwW AM 9-13, Setemfc m» S-1te 

BETTDMK 54 QaBeFs Suatee. 3-i Warn Winter. 4-1 Ramrod. 3-1 Jereqr Pearl, 14-1 Bonita, 

ISSte STEVBIE 4-11-2 C8ndth (7-4 tev)F Jordan M ran 

2A5 ALVESTON NOVICES CHASE (£2,851:3m 2f) (16 runners) 

1 pet WP EARL HANSEL SO (0 OoAMmno) R Woodhoua 9-11-7 — . HRr St 

2 3231(0 SOO«R STSi 17(0^?^ (PM CM E«B CO lid) JEdtorde 5-11-7- TMeqpdiaSt 

3 SPMIT ABBEY BRAVE370-Jona^JPfctetoB7-t1-l . PBWteleCQ IS 

4 /P4S ALWAYS TALRMQM(M(rPteiWQ09iaiwood 9-11-1- JOeho m e 17 

5 SP HBHTOBY3(PBowen)MIMstonOntw7-11-1--- Jftpn — 

6 SKIPS' JAJO«taFW(^J))»n*s)JTT>o<BeeT3-ii-i-asrePNmei(7) IS 

.7 3Z JQWC8 IgtnftAY 23(BP>(I*» M Thome) H HwderaonMI-1 —... JWMte S£ 

S RJPP MELREUCM(JEKan)J&BO7414- MJtetee(M — 

8 OBMO FWOtrSFADOOCK 141 (POdy)LCOdd6-11-1 . . .— - S3 

10 SMtyOU QliAlHiyBHMStePW^CreiBiirerglH... SJOTteB — 

11 M5B0P RCWTR£Al*«3»(B^I)(Mte»OForsjrttrJCBravery7-1T-1- HDeetea 80 

12 OfiMiOl STORMY MOHAWK IS (OS>CTMiA»enJGJ00M 8-11-1- RHyeB — 

13 S12P4-P TOCteUBAVARD82(F)(MrsDft*)0UtsraySnAhS-tl-1-PVedtegM) — 

14 ftRSOtol AteCTHEA17(L*JyBagejfJTBUejrB-TO-IO-JLaftterfR — 

13 3443PP HTUPHAM 7* |RBrinkword v) DGmdoMoS-1&-10-» l l n t * i l l «7 

16 80W/P-P MORIIBM HUH 14(Mn MOeSgrarrt NThomnon S-1&-10.,... - —RAnaK — 

■ t ll Ut 2-1 Sooner SH. 5-2 JoteFs BtotOty, 9-2 Atoms Ttokinfl. 1« Eed Itoneet, 1M Young 

Bawd. 14-1 often. 

ISOte A toA QMQR*S DAUGHTER 8-tMQM WM t me (9^) KBbhPP 11 IWl 
3.15PRAGNEa7R0PHYHANDlCAPCHA8E(£2^21:2m}(11 runners) 

1 33tt« SNOWYB0WUWt2(VAM(l*»MIAfiUelariDlA«taSrareiM1.10.PVtefcg SB 

2 S33230 HOW NOW 31 pMLF,0J)(pubenacteRRacingLl4 Mrs-) Htan9-114- HHtea S3 

3 MPB 30ULRA.STRUT»qtf4HW44C0mbeRidnBtagNWMiei9-10-13— P O Nte»er 94 

4 anas egQAROOI30tBJOAFJXM(jWeepPBatey8-199 - - JOAone SS 

s v ersa BuaBisperaiD/jajSlfltaJWttaTHiiettii-iM—--pnetade ass 

5 3-48BM WEJSHREYEOMANSe3JAS)(JSmjw)PHeyweid1MM- BWKgd SB 

7 EPP23S SOtflgLAP 12pjFA^<PSore9B8lwene7-194--— HIMae 84 

S 3»C5 NOBLE EYRE 47 (COOS) (A Sntti) D GendoBo 9-199-JWMte 91 

9 2U2* BB.VBCANNQN 17fDJvO|(MWto«SRVOorapiflr8-194-—— M lW ag *» 

10 PV55UP at?VICa(P^tCCQ*qUmwn)RYteO<Swuei 11-100 . NBUftfT) — 

11 PFUOPf DgTAE3aALORE7a(F}{WJoftnSaa^WSmah9-Tnn . .. — 

Long amtaMC Nota Eyra 9-12. S8wr Cannon 9-10, SfcMe 94t DeWe Gtoera S-12. 

BEmNO: 2-1 Snowy Bondtek. 3*1 How Now. «Bo8eoPet 114t Bee Garten. 9-1 often. 

ISSte OUTLAW HMM T Morgen frl) j Edwente 8 ran 


. SJORWi — 

Z— R Hyatt — 
pvedtegn — 
J Ladder {3) — 


Course specialists 


TRAINERS 

Wtonara Ann Perart 

ifl 66 aA TMogen 

15 S 28.3 J Oabome 

12 49 245 GMeCom 

17 78 2»A JWWte 

6 29 20l7 MW wi i 

B 33 154 J tedder 


J OCKEY S 

WWW* HkJes Percent 

10 23 435 

4 • 14 280 

15 60 22.1 

10 46 ' 2L7 

5 25 280 

3 16 ISA 


riifir JiiTtiiiAi tali 1 1 ! 


r . » > ' ^. l K m 'ii 




4j0 EBP NOVICES HURDLE (QubHIbr £2^90: 2m) (21 rumere) 

T 3113 RPTH AMBDIBir 21 fCDAS) (W Robha) Mn J Pftran 5-11-10— Bte 

2 «w conm caper ao p*s o redos d NUnimn 5-11-0 . . — R tkm 

3 DUNBAD (tire R Brand Me C Sudd 5-ivo . ■ ■ """ 

4 S MT STUDY 30 (Brig C Hwvey) D MchoteOn 5-11-0-R Mte 

5 IMF HELOONRM 10 (WhltaOMto (tenor RAteg) N MtofaeB 8-11-0 . ■ I 

8 4P lAtta zuut 14 pas A TtytoO P Hobbs 5-11-0—. -. Rater I 

7 ‘ • MKTnJBtAM 7 (Me S Meddoek} a Ryaey 6-11-0---I BOeena 

« 8 MKET DMMOND 51 (Mr* K CNOtm) A TwneS 1-11-0 . A Am 

s sere mutaky express ei pan s ore** n Hodoea w w.. i u— 

10 0 WJ.TOWN MW 12 0» Mon) R Hodgee 6-11-0. — -W tote 

Tl MNto OLVBSTOM 01 nq (C Lew D Barons 8-11-0—--- 9 


12 99 SHASPRDQE SO (J SkuR J Kto9 1-11-0_ ■ . . ■ I 

re 94 THE VATMAM OOMEtH X (J Upeoc^ J Upaon B-1V0-- Bi 

14. 99BB TUflOJUC STAR SB (C Anderaor0 J Fox 6-11-9_M Ki 

15 63# WACKBRS MUMC 21 (Q IteSelmj M Pipe 6-119-J 

IS 9 WtMTU EURSEA 13 (Mm B ItarMnd Mn H Knight 5-H-O— RI 

17 MODBIOIME ft! O tern ma ) A TteneS 5-119_...R Read 

18 6- CNAAftAY 3Z» 01 Hortar) kflee C Horter 5-199- JE 

19 QfUO QQLDBN WBH 13 (J UtoBtan) P Hadgw 7-109.. ...M M 

so 16 BOOTS (Mm R Wteon) P Jones 5-199 . 

21 PO OH BO MPE N A*s A femtete) P Jonee 5-109- Ml 

BETlWre 94 mn AraaodmaM M Ota—ton. 92 The VMmn Coneft. 6-1 W*Me 
Wtartiere MpQlr rraiye rener IT 1 nBiwe 

ISSft HAWTHORN MLL LAD 6-1M0 M PttTWI (54 ttV) MIS J RBIW18 (SB 


FORM FOW1S WTHMBOMT, 2nd is Run To Form ai Ludkw (2m. good). THE 
rvnm r\A/U9 71 tew « Mte VATMANCOMEiHgootfSNi Shorn re Dmfcw 
emit at urioeater ffim, eoft) on penaimeie sten wtUesowgraM. good loaNU. M e y to wnwetodrer. 

coa mra crep tas: j»w>er 2a >0 to WHMrLE BLOWBt29l Ith toFbreotSun et Keop- 
Rte e ta ed end Biter Buck m gendoeeiSwU tenet ton am, good) vdft OOUBEN BUMMBI enafterM 
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«4ck (2m. sore tan thne: eerter bead StedtooSIver 
by 71 el Wtocantan (2m, good to aaO) wtft TRUBM 
held to ta when tateng eifte test 


V. 



TRAINEE 

ts 


iteeJPtenm 

VftWB 

23 

Rumere 

75 

Per cert 
SOLS 

DBeworft 

31 

148 

208 

OShanrood 

B 

45 

MO 

UPlpft 

18 

S3 

19.4 

DMchoteon 

11 

71 

155 

ATumto 

'6 

43 

14.0 











second forfeit stage. 

The non-acceptors also include Re¬ 
gent Lad, Sovereign Rocket. Operation 
Wolf and Elementary, the top weight. 
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145 JOHN AND NIGEL THORNE MEMORIAL CUP HUNTER CHASE (Amateurs: 
£1,674:3m 2f) <8 runners) 

1 ( ONI Cl CBB WCI MOiaRTTE 11 MKH Wie ete O PJonee 10-199- HWheeler(7) •!» 

2 IMP32B- COLtBe.HeATMDtZra(FAM(CaptMWate0n)MWsBon 15-129 CeptllWeteeB(7) SI 

a OfSPito C OP WA F A5 I EHER 320W<R HeyrcertRHeyman9-129- RHeywen(7) S3 

4 1PRJPV HJDQ£0ELJ0Nr«ai(OJ9(RobertOoodMlRobertQoodB01M29_ ROoedtel(7) — 

6 BI/6- REHTATENT 215 (Ite F Lockwood) libs F Lockwood 10-12-0- J Idne-Refth tf) 77 

6 (V10SV THATOPORSURE7B3(M(MrsSMena)MraSMine9-129_ JMuee(7) — 

7 PStai/ THE PAM BAIHan 726 (CtLFA)(MLangion)MLanoiOR 11-120- Mtee ALaegnO) — 

8 2MFVt/ WILY YEOMAN 671 (FA) (8 Bntiihcoe/MreSanbtocoe 11-12-0. HteeA ftebMcaep) — 
OETTMte 9-4 Ctonruohe Owe te . 10090 n e w We n t. 4-1 VWy Yeoman. 9-1 Gotanel Heefter. Copper 

r e eten er, 12-1 Hate For Sum. The Pain Barrier. 14-1 Fudge Deignt 

INkTHARMOPREJEY 9-199 PYradae (7-2) PTtertto 10 tan 

4.15 EBF NOVICES HURDLE (QuaBfier: £2^)24:2m) (17 Rimers) 

1 IPt DO OE SMS'IS (PAM (E8re«te Mr* J Pitmen B-11-10__MPtamteM 

2 PO A D ROMrt OS 30 (IteBCurteiOBCratey 7-11-9_ — — 

3 ae. CELT* MHO 8S1 (P Bymej B Oetay 0-11-0 - — — 

4 00- SWELL340^Neytal}BSmart6-11-Q_ JOefeone — 

s aa^jvw — M 

5 K- H0Sre£ACT4B(JTtaey)MtaPHNI5-1M>_ LWyer 76 

7 200344 UMBER LAD 1501 BBtogWey) D McCeto5-11-0- Mr D MoCata(7) 64 

8 40 wetwot LBiDBiP(PBoBner)MmJPBmen3-11-0 - --—n— — 

9 ern - MBeeter — 

TO SBP9 PUNCMNBOLORY00(0NocA}NHendwson611-0_JWWte — 

11 9- ROETWWBB340(KUnderwooftMrsDHtow0-11-0_ SSetaBeWee — 

12 0 ROCK ON XEU.V 7S (CPMw)JWM» 6-11-0_ KBedra — 

13 0 RYTDNQUAflD7B(A8udge(E(*4ne)L&QSCMmianB-ll-O_Atetaterin — 

14 BOUNDOPMLAY(LordCbetese/TFoneer5-11-0_ HDavtee — 

15 09 THEPtUNUnm.TBI12(Dnfdnno(lwUd) JMcCDmoc«e5-1t9_ JfltaR — 

16 PPOO ANNK DC VOMME *9 (Mrs J ChatMcfc} Ms J Chadwick 6109_M Hoad (7) — 

17 o/ou ROU0OB ire POMta tf (Mm J Chad***} Mrs J Chadwick 7-109_PHwteyftl — 

■BITWCtlVIO Do Be Brito, 3-1 Punching Okay, 1342 Ctoflc King. 8-1 Fishermen's Uda, ID-1 PNMl 

LMoar. iZ-1 orare. 

t» SMJCOMBE HARBOUR HtO PWchoii(7LT)D Baron® 16 nn 

445 SUCOTE NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE (£1.998:2m 6q (19 runners) 

1 9aonp BOCACHHCB41 OWN (TMares DBrntoottos-ii-ia^_•—I liumen ■> 

2 61 MK EYE 51 <8} (MW H Rfahude) K MMte 6-11-6_ ACtofen’a S3 

3 Otre SBSSMUCKreaMNTWetDftOsvtotiNlW^MlMteMM_ UM>rn ee 


1 04013P BOCA CMME8 41BWR (T teRteyl D Gendado &-H-KL__ 

2 01 AIK E7E 51(8) (MIS HMeheide)K White 6-11-9__ 

3 Otre MSSMXX^10mtNTteatoftOavto^NlWriOlhDtlinHK_ 

4 009930 VBttOIAN 6 (B Lewte) Mbs A King 6-11-3__ 
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IB B4UV29 MDRPION17 (P Meat) A J WSson 6-190__ 
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Boca Chimes, I 


• Joyful Noise, fevourite for Saturday’s 
WObm HiD Imperial Cup N Sandown 
has hardened to 3-1 (from 7-2) with the 
sponsors, who also report int erest in 
Without A Doubt (7-1 from 8-1) and 
Sprowsfon Boy (10-1 from 12-1). 

• Smoik McNeiH, who ag grav ated a 


shoulder it^my when riding on Monday, 
expects to retain to the saddle at 
Chepstow on Saturday. 

• Attitude Adjuster has been laid to lose 
£40,000 by Ladbrokes for the Seagram 
Grand National and is now 40-1 (from 
66 - 1 ). 


THE TIMES RACING SERVICE 

lire commentary 

____ and classified results 

Call 0898 500123 

^ m ' J Mandarin’s Form Guide 

and rajHd results 

It Call 0898 100 123 

Ctote cost 25p (o« pato() and 38p (SteMBd A peek) per mfmito Inc VAT 
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Simon Barnes meets a man whose business also happens to be his all-consuming passion 

A driving force from a wheelchair 



GRAND PRIX 
SPECIAL 

Sport is the business of massive 
personality cults. And not just of the 
players, either. The power of 
coaches and managers anthmiy the 
mystery of how — or if — the force 
and guile ofa person in a blazer ora 
tracksuit is converted into defeat* 
and victories is one of sport's 
eternals. 

Football managers have long 
been seen as the great keepers of this 
mystery, ever since the heady days 
when they emerged blinking and 
kipper-tied into the warm light of 
televised attention in the Sixties. 
Many an act has been exposed since 
then: the press conference clichfcs 
have been the stock material of 
cheap humour for years. 

But the fascination remains: there 
is a need for such figures of 
manipulation and mystery. We read 
almost daily of the Argentinian 
sorcery of Osvaldo Arrives at, of all 
places, Swindon; Graham Taylor's 
achievements with Aston VBla this 
season have provided a standard 
story of managerial wisdom. 

Football chairmen have been a 
more recent preoccupation, offering 
the double-whammy of sporting 
and financial power. But a gain , lika 

the reni-a-quip football managers, 
chairmen have been exposed time 
and again as pubtibry-seefcmg pho¬ 
neys with bizarre attitudes to both 
business and sport. 

In contrast, there are sporting 
manager-chairman figures that are 
truly impressive; quiet men of real 
power, controllers of a game with a 
dozen or more Maradonas; dealers 
for whom half a dozen noughts is 
the rule rather than the exception in 
a transaction. 

They are the team managers in 
tiie intense, insane, lavishly-re¬ 
warded hurly-burly of Formula One 
motor racing. Even the drivers are 
relatively anonymous in this her¬ 
metic, fana tics* world. The man¬ 
agers are almost secretive: not the 
stuff of which after- dinn er speakers 
are made. It is a world devoid of Big 
Rous. 

Yet the silent, burning commit¬ 
ment of the team managers in this 
game would startle any teievisjon- 
watching stranger who sees Formula 
One as a land oflatge Scalectrix set. 
“1 am addicted to motor racing ." 
Frank W illiams declared un¬ 
compromisingly. "There is no thing 
else 1 know about, nothing else 1 
want to do. I'm totally consumed by 
iL 

“Motor racing is what matters 
most in my hfe. Well. I have a 
family, which 1 love very much, but 



Ready far the grid: Frank Wiltraots with his drivers, Thierry Boitsen (left) and Rkxardo Patrese, before a practice session with die new cap at Estoril 


they tend to take second place to the 
business. There’s no question about 
that , l am very fortunate that ftn 
consumed by what I do; that is a 
great gift for a man. 1 really think 
so.” 

Williams runs his own team in his 
own name. His present-drivers are 
Thierry Boutsen and Riccardo 
Pairese. He has won the construc¬ 
tors 1 championship four times, and 
along with Ferrari, is seen as one of 
the best hopes of serious challenge 
to the dominance of McLaren in the 
season that starts on Sunday. 

“My ambitions are fairly limited 
but important—to keep on winning 
worid championships. It is im¬ 
mensely difficult. The competition 
is fantastic. It takes all one's time. I 
don't want to be one of the richest 
businessmen in Britain, I'm happy 
with what I'm doing. Thai sounds 
unambitious. But if you want to stay 
on top in Formula One. you are 
always expanding your business and 
creating problems for yourself” 

W illiams is a man given to 
blazmg-eyed statements of self- 
assertion. "What excites me most is 
just the speed of the can. the slriD of 
the drivers, tire control of the 
drivers over their cars. Thai's what I 
enjoy most and that's why .1 broke 
my neck.” Williams is a quadri¬ 
plegic, incapable of any movement 
below the shoulders. 

“I broke my neck because I just 


enjoy going very quickly. The idea 
of a man balancing a car on the 
throttle and a steering wheel around 
corners truly fascinated me,‘all the 
time: I couldn't resist iL 1 never did 
stupid overtaking, but every corner 
was a challenge, and eventually I 
made a mistake — but grand prix 
drivers operate at infinitely higher 
speeds. I just think h's magic. I 
really da” 

' Williams came into motor sport 
as a driver, but moved early into 
management “We all tend to say, I 
wish I was still doing h.1 did dnve 
myself but most erratically. I 
terminated my career, wisely I 
think. I sometimes think, maybe if 
I'd kept going... But 1 don’t think 
I'd have survived five years of 
motor racing, not the way I used to 
drive: 

“The experienced drivers kept 
out of my way before I took them 
off I was driving above my head all 
tire time, too fast too soon — but I 
enjoyed iL I’ve been a very lucky 
person. I’ve always done exactly- 
what 1 wanted. I don't mean that 
callously. I wanted to race, 1 went 
racing. I look back on a terrific life. I 
don't say I have achieved a great 
deaf but I've done a great number of 

thing* " 

It is the sense of commitment in 
Williams that reaches out to grab 
you. Naturally, the company mir¬ 
rors the man. "We always reinvest 
It is a fundamental philosophy here. 


"I have never been a great one fix' 
the trappings of success. The com¬ 
pany does have its own plane, 
though. This was because, when I 
broke my neck, I got a very 

oihqan tifll iwan ano poy mwrt, and 

it was felt—1 felt h was my decision 
— that a plane would make a great 
deal of difference u> my Life. 

"In a wheelchair, everyone stares 
at you. And there are a number of 
other problems. Before, when I saw 
a guy in a wheelchair, 1 would think, 
poor bugger, can't walk. Wefl, there 
are two things. Most people you see 
in a wheelchair are paraplegics. 
That means their trunk works. 

"There are not that many guys 
around with broken necks. You can 
see this movement in my shoal- 
das" — as Williams talks be 
constantly sw in gs his arms Him 
pendulums — "and there is a bit of 
biceps. But I've got nothing else.” 

He added, with a mixture of mild 
irritation and famt surprise, almost 
as if the thought had struck him for 
the first time; “It's a major handi¬ 
cap. I can't write, 1 can’t use the 
phone, I can't go to the loo. And 
people don't realize that I can't feel 
anything. You see these red marks 
on my fingers — I'm always burning 
myselfbecause I can't feel anything. 

“Bui 1 am extremely fortunate for 
a person of my disability. Mostly it 
happens to younger people, who are 
employed. Therefore they lose their 
job and have no money. I am 


wealthy enough to surround myself 
with people to look after me, who 
are my hands and feet. Pm not truly 
handicapped in that sense. And 1 
don't have a job. No one can fire 
me. And I'm consumed by what 1 
do. Days pass quickly, and Tm 
never moping or staring or feeling 

gl um. ” 

The accident happened in March, 
1986, and Williams the man was out 
of tiie day-to-day running of the 
company fix the rest of the year. It 
was the year in which W illiams the 
company won the constructors' 
championship. Nothing could bet¬ 
ter demonstrate the company's 
strength. Since January 1987 Wi¬ 
liams has been bade in the seat of 
power, a man of blazing managerial 
commitment 

"Compared with 10 years ago the 
sport is stable. It is sensible, a stable, 
strong and intensely competitive 
sport There is not much wrong with 
it It is full of competitive, and 
sometimes greedy people, but gen¬ 
erally people who are successful are 
very pushy, and tend to stand on 
others. An athlete has to beat 
people. He has to blow people Off so 
that these people fed awfid. 

"But that is the nature of life. 
Right?” . 


TOMORROW 


The problems of Ron Dennis, 
of McLaren. 


ICE SKATING 


A disaster strikes 
Ito title challenge 

From John Hennessy, Halifax, Nora Scotia 


A moment of disaster during the 
second figure yesterday at the 
Dartmouth Sponsplex has al¬ 
most certainly deprived Midori 
Ito of the women's world figure 
skating championship. It 
plunged her io tenth place, 
which means that she has 
burdened herself with a penally 
of 3.6 points, compared with the 
winner of the compulsory fig¬ 
ures, Jill Trenary. 

The little Japanese, the 
favourite of the amateur skating 
world since the move to the 
professional ranks of Katarina 
Witt, lay sixth after the first 
figure and still in touch. She had 
won her title in Paris last year 
from precisely that position. 

The second figure, the loops, 
proved catastrophic, however. 
She got through the first 
on her right foot, well enoi 
but stopped at the crown of i 
■inside loop on her left foot 

The hesitation was only mo¬ 
mentary. but in pulling herself 
into motion again, her tracing 
-went awry. There were some 
deferential marks of 3.1, but the 
British judge, Vanessa Riley, 


came nearer to the truth with 
2JL 

Trenary, who was third a year 
ago after finishing second in the 
figures, is skating well this 
season, and she thoroughly de¬ 
served the distinction of win¬ 
ning the last figure gold medal in 
the history of the sport. 

Even so. she cannot have 
foreseen the windfall that would 
drop in her lap. It means that, 
assuming Ito wins both tomor¬ 
row’s original programme and 
Saturday’s free skating, Trenary 
could take tbe title by finishing 
only third in those two de¬ 
ments. If she should fail to do 
that, the philosophical reaction 
would have to be that she does 
not deserve to be world 
champion. 

RESULTS: lew danco c o ifM * — i to r . Ill 
Kamova and S Ponomarenko (USSR). 
04-12, MUaovaandASirin (USSR), 0.9; 
3,1 
4, 


IWi 
Place. OD, A 


J.I Dochesnay and P Ducftesnay ( 

I, K Engl and A Tod* (Hung). 1.6 
ptadnga: 20. L Burton and A Plata 
Hafl and J BtOfnMd. 08. 

Palra origin a l proa n wi wn o: 1 , EGordaava 
and S Grmhov (USSR), 0. 5pw 2. N 
Mtahkudenok and AOrrmrtev (USSR). ID; 
3. L Sefeorava and O Makarov (USSR), 
1 & 4. le Masseur and L Bator (Can). 2 D. 
Mtoh ptadngs: 16 , C Barker and M 
AUrsd. &o. 


GOLF: OLAZABAL’S ABSENCE LEAVES BALLESTEROS TO FLY THE SPANISH FLAG 


TABLE TENNIS 


Uncomradely comrades 

By Richard Eaton 


John Prean has attacked as 
“unfair” and “uncomradely” 
the selection policies of other 
countries which he blames for 
England's relegation from the 
super division of the European 
League. 

England were beaten 4-3 by 
West Germany at Bexley heam 
on Tuesday and afterwards tbe 
chairman of the English Table 
Tenois Association said he be¬ 
lieved the European League 
system would be altered next 
season to prevent countries 
fielding weakened teams 

-We were relegated partly 
because certain countries — 


notably Poland — fielded weak¬ 
ened teams against other coun¬ 
tries.” Prean claimed. “They put 
out their best team against us. 
which is uncomradely and 
unfair. 

“Now we face rotten marches 
in the lower division, with 
financial losses unless some¬ 
thing is changed. 

p» L to 

France. 7 6 2 5 

WMQmmt-7 5 2 5 

WHwri i rifc..... ■ 7 4 3 4 

Swaom-7 3 4 3 

Yugo***-7 3 4 3 

CncnosevaUa_ 7 3 4 3 

tam-7 3 4 3 

Expand-7 2 S 2 


Matches Played 3rd March 1990 


LITTLEWOODS 


POOLS. LIVERPOOL 


prT iRFD Cumbrian policeman Becomes 
our third Sl'/a Millionaire This Year: 


£ 1 , 515,5 8 
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Norman in 
flag-pole 
position 

By MitcheD Platts 
Golf Correspondent 

Nick Faldo will not defend the 
Masters at Augusta from April 5 
to 8 as the No. 1 golfer in the 
world. Greg Norman has se¬ 
cured that position, after vic¬ 
tories in the Australian Masters 
and the DoraJ Ryder Open, by 
increasing ha lead over Faldo to 
almost three points in the Sony 
world rankings. 

“It would lake a mathemat¬ 
ical earthquake for Nick to 
depose Greg,” Tony Greer, the 
curator of tbe Sony rankings, 
said. “The computer had shown 
at the start of the year that if 
Nick continued tiie way-be left 
off in 1989, then he would get to 
No. 1 by the Masters.” 

Faldo, however, has failed to 
win. He was overtaken by 
Norman in the Australian Mas¬ 
ters and finished down the field 
in the Desert Classic in Dubai. 
To climb to No. I before Au¬ 
gusta. Faldo would need to win 
The Nestte Invitational (March 
22 to 25), finish high in Houston 
(March 29 to Aprjl Ik and 
Norman would have to miss the 
cut in his two tournaments. “I 
think it is safe to say that Greg is 
unassailable through to the Mas¬ 
ters,” Greer said. 

Norman bas mostly held tbe 
No. 1 spot since the Sony 
rankings were introduced in 
1985. He moved to the top when 
winning the Panasonic Euro¬ 
pean Open in 1986. Severiano 
Ballesteros alternated with Nor¬ 
man from November 1988, 
although the Australian has not 
been toppled since he moved 
back to No. 1 by winning The 
International in Colorado last 
August. Norman, according to 
tbe Sony rankings, has been 
consistently the best player dur¬ 
ing the last calendar year. 

The roost remarkable down¬ 
turn in fortune is that experi¬ 
enced by Sandy Lyle. Twelve 
months ago be was second in the 
rankings. 


Open competition ripe for 
short-course specialists 


From Md Webb 

Majorca 

It is amazing, is it not, how the 
roost distinguished men in their 
field often have tbe most 
commonplace names? Take 
Fred Hawtree. for example. He 
could have been a cowherd or a 
carpenter with a name like chat. 

Instead. Mr Hawtree has been 
one of tbe most distinguished 
golf course architects of modem 
times, and it was he who 
designed the Son Vida course, 
the venue of tbe Majorca Open, 
which starts today, 30 years ago. 

It is short — only slightly over 
6^00 yards, with a generous par 
of 72 — and a bit fiddly. It is the 
sort of course that the happy 
holiday hacker could play with¬ 
out risk of serious embarrass¬ 
ment, but its lack ofleogtb could 
turn tiii« tournament into the 
European short-course cham¬ 
pionship. 

Tbe owners of Son Vida have 
not been without the odd head¬ 
ache since the decision was 
made last autumn to bring the 
event here. The course haseeen 
smothered with nitrogen during 
the winter, which has done a lot 
to improve its overall condition; 
but it has also produced more 
than the odd bare patch, where- 


Card of the course 
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the nasty stuff has been killed 
off 

With so many of the boles 
no more than a three- 
snd a flick to tbe gr e en — 
only three of tbe 10 par fours 
measure more than 400 yards — 
preferred lies are being used to 
ease the short shot to the flag. 

That is one thing the players 
can be grateful fix. Another is 
tbe beauty of the place. Over¬ 
looked by tbe ancient casde of 
the Marquis de la Torre, which 
bas been here for centuries but is 
now a luxury hotel, and with the 
Tramontana Mountains in the 
background, it is a pleasant 
place to be. The ancient sage 
who called golf “a good walk 
spoilt” would have bad a few 
boles knocked in his argument 
here. 


Severiano Ballesteros is here, 
of course, as befits a man whose 
company. Amen Comer, runs 
tbe event. He is, after all, a 
sporting hero in these pans, and 
would pose a serious threat to 
King Juan Carlos if the occu¬ 
pant of tbe Spanish throne had 
to be elected. 

Abo present, as wdl as Ronan 
Rafferty, Mark McNulty and 
tbe defending champion, Ove 
Sellberg. is Bernhard Langer—a 
catch booked after three years of 
trying by a Balearic government 
aware that 60 per cent of tourists 
to their islands are German and 
anxious to raise tbe profile of 
this event in lingers home¬ 
land. 

Tbe one big name trussing is 
that of Jos6-Marla Olaz&bal, tiie 
young man who might one day 
soon knock King Seve off his 
perch. 

Olazdbal bas been second in 
this tournament for tiie last two 
years. The official reason for his 
absence this week is that be has 
to go to the dentist Behind that 
might be other factors not 
entirely unconnected with such 
things as, whisper it not, appear¬ 
ance money. One wonders what 
the Marquis de la Torre would 
have made of appearance 
money. 


A satisfied Strange returns to tour 

From John Baflantine, Coral Springs, Florida 


Curtis Strange, aged 35, the 
United States Open champion 
fix the past rwn years, returns tn 
the US Tow. after two trips to 
AastraHa. in the Honda Classic, 
which starts on Che 7,037-yard 
stadias! course here, ou the .edge 
of Everglades, today. 

Strange, who finished seventh 
on the money list lost season, 
Ues tower than Sandy Lyle this 
year. 

He last played in America in 
tiie first event of the season, the 
Tournament at Champions in 
California, m eariy January, 
when he finished seventh. 
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Strange then flew to Sydney to 
compete in two toumuoents, 
returned home with fin, which 
laid him low for three weeks, and 
Hew back down under for the 
Masters. 

Although be did'not win 
anywhere, he has been resting at 
fame in Virginia in the last 
forutigbi well satisfied with the 
5300,000 or so he has picked ap. 
like Americans who visit 
Europe, and oar own leading 
players, tbe US champion re¬ 
ceives op to $100400 (£61,000) 

for each appearance abroad. 


MOnWOTOR SPORT NEWS: Enrosport 
6-6 30pm. 
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8 KHNQ; Cia anaort 11anwr*Way and 7- 
ton MoiTs wm oMom' 

1EWW BOWLING: SCTOOnfeO t B .15- 

lOJOotn. 

Tlttite WORLD SPORT: Eimport 9- 
lOatn Soon from arouno tns werta 
UPOaTfc senonapon 7 30pm. 


payments forbidden on the US 
Tonr. 

Strange. Eke Nick Faldo, has 
been chan g ing his swing under 
the gnidsoce of David 
Leadbetnr. “He ased to go back 
with Us chib face open,” 
Lead better said. 

U8 MONEY-LEADERS: 1. p Azknor. 
S38431B (£240.000}: 2, P Coup£ 
6316.777; 3, P Jaconsen. 6234.110:4. Q 
Norman. 6281.730; 5, M Coicaracctn. 
62B1JM, 6. M O'Meara. *278,198: 7, T 
Armour HI, 6263J89; 8. 0 Foreman, 
6200892; 9. T Smpson. $199,001; 10. R 
Gomez, Si®.050. 


CRICKET 

England A should 
force victory after 
marathon innings 

F^twi Rkfeud Strwtoa, Harare 

There was no respite for anyone Meanwhile, the pitch's briuv- 
yestenSay from the angle- iourai the start» England's bn 
minded determination of the five wickets feU to the new ball 
England A batsmen who occupy pvt tbe impression of bavin* 
the crease agamsi Zimbabwe wr been watered illegally on the rw 
as long as posable. Byibetnac day. though nobody was admit, 
tbe innings ended shortly after tmg lability. Braudes had 
lunch for 366. it bad been in Thorpe caught behind from one 
progress for nearly I2 Yi hours, that lifted, before Duets took 
Zimbabwe; 76 behind on first four for 1 i in 8.2 oven, 
innings, were 64 for three at the Traicos bowled 68 of the 2Qs 
dose, after ram and bed Into overs the England tunings tasted 
restricted play to 10 overs after and conceded only 7l runs wnh 
tea. practically every ball baiberrn* 

Zimbabwe will be a busman the batsmen, u will be roeibn* 
short, because of Arooti’s bro- to see whether a more posinS 
ken finger, on the fifth and final attempt is made by the inalinri 
day today, and England should batsmen to break the stnSSel 
be aWe io force victory. It k sun hold he imposed whciTtV 
arguable, though, that the Eng- second international suns Om 
land cause would have been weekend at Bulawayo. 

* en#edb ^ ri « theyh ^l^ ed Igglesden's first ball 
more qiuddy. first on Monday. iKxScdfor six by RobenS 

»d tiicn ifa lu nchtime declare- whea Zimbabwe bwteSTbS 
ttonhadcomeyesraiay. . after this, the bowler was * 
There seemed hole point m constant threat wuh lift 
proto**"* «««** « movement. Shah backed 

Igles^n and Waitan wouily an Afford once loo oftS 
defended, with only Aflbrd to before Robemon drove a SS 
follow, as it was. half an hour ^ cover. After ibe fab 
was wasted as eighi further runs stoppage, the players came ofa 
ome. followed by the break ftT&Tfinaj £2 

-w:,-*. ■ ... edged a tow caidrfa 

If the lack of fletibility in the second slip against Igglesden/ 

nans to understand, there was Houghton ice. ahShoh*}. l 
further confusion for everyone Saconotnooia 

when a whole new crop of road c m RoowtaoncAWotc a wwgia-^. a 
name changes in this city was ® —— — re 


t A rtowor not out___ 5 

a J Pycrott c Aownon o iggiasiJni _ u 

A J Trams no* om__ 

Extras (ID Z no 1)___J 

Total (3 wins) 


announced overnight by the 
Government, to mark the 
approaching genera] election. 

Life is never dull for the 
visitor in these developing 
countries, and not many inter¬ 
national cricket grounds can 
have had their address changed bowling kamoon i3-*-Z7-i. iw 
during a «i»wh Instead of wfiMKwM.u.g. 

North Avenue, the Harare 


KJ Amort. *0 L Houghton. G A Patoncn. 
E a Brandos, MP Jams and KG Quotas 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-36.2-40.3-» 


Sports Qub now stands m 
Josxah Tonsogara Avenue. 

Tbe nearby Rhodes Avenue, 
after Cecil, of course, rather 
Wilfred, has also finally changed 
names. It is now Herbert 
Chnepo Avenue, after the 
ZANU secretary general, a vic¬ 
tim of a car bomb explosion in 
the late 1970s. The new road 
signs are already in place and are 
an effort, the government min¬ 
ister responsible explained, to 
di mi naze “all offensive and 
objectionable colonial names”. 


ENGLAND A finw Inmnm 
0 J B^cknoK Km o Qcanoas__ [*! 

J P Snpnanson c Rom« b BrandM. - 2 

M A Aitianon b Shin___™ 

R J Boko* cRobonsonb Jams_1» 

*MCJNchoincsuebSnah - w . 

G P Thorpa c A Homw D Brando) _ 4« \ 

J S JRnoctaoeTraicosbOuors __-a 

• R Prmgio b Duore... 

A PlpgkMaenc Houghton DDuore 

SLWMuocaFIqww bOuara_n 

J A Afford not out_- q 

Exms(blO,B> 6 .w 2 )_il 

Total_Si 

FALL OF WICKETS 1-0. 2-13. 3-198.4. 
218. S-287. 8421. 7-344.8056.9355. 
bowling Brandos 38-7-924: Jams A. 
13-99-1. Ouors 38 2 - 866 - 4 . Shah 2 W 6 
22-2; Traicoo ®L3*-7i-CL 
UaiprafcJH Hampshire and I Robnioo. 


Gatting’s homecoming 
proves trouble-free ■ ! 

Police fearing demonstrations am very happy the lads won tfe 
by ami-apartheid protesters Test match, very happy indeed 
maintained a strong presence at It’s about time. The message-1 
Heathrow yesterday when Mike haw for Graham Gooch is lee 


Garnng, who led the unofficial 
English team to South Africa, 
arrived home. 

Four uniformed officers es¬ 
corted Gamng from the British 
Airways plane and stayed with 
him all tbe way to his car. Bui in 
tbe event, not one demonstrator 
was at the airport to see him 
return. The only person there to 
welcome him back was his wife. 
Elaine. 

Asked if he wished he had 
been in tbe West Indies instead 
of South Africa. Gatting said: “I 

Privileged 
few bow to 
MCC spin 

To play cricket here has been the 
traditional privilege of those 
who can afford to belong to one 
of the four main sports clubs in 
Buenos Aices, where the facil¬ 
ities include the only four 
squares in both the city and 
Argentina (Paul Parker writes). 

Cricket bas also always been 
considered a pastime p eculiar to 
the English, but over the past 
few years the Argentine Cricket 
Association has made strenuous 
efforts to encourage those of 
Latin origin to take up the game. 

Now. roughly half of the 200 
or so cricketers in Buenos Aires 
are of Spanish or Italian descent, 
but for the game to flourish 
further it requires active en¬ 
couragement in schools such as 
St Albans Col le ge, which hosted 
our latest match. 

Tbe ground is virtually a 
virgin site and the wicket posed 
problems. MCC scraped to¬ 
gether 122 in 62 overs before 
declaring with nine wickets 
down. The opposition were 
unable to counter the spin of 
Kevin CrossJey and Mark 
Boocock. and were <iitmi«i^ 


rep 
temfle, 


for 75 in 42 overs. 

SCORES: MCC 122 lor 9 doc; Lomas and 
St Albana 75 (Crosstoy B-26). MCC v»oo 
by 47 run. 


beating them'. It is 
excellent." 


Gatting repeated that he had 
no regrets about leading the tour 
of Smith Africa, which was col 
short by two weeks. “1 have Aq 
regrets at all.” he said. “1 think! 
will be going back there agaiiL-I 
have a contract for another 
year." Gatung said that he 
hoped he had learned something 
by making the tnp. “Exacfly 
what we might find out iit-a 
couple of days.” 

Hughes i$ 
fit for 
Australia 

Wellington (AFP) — Australia 
although already guaranteed 7 
place in the final of tbe trian¬ 
gular one-day series in New 
Zealand, still intend io press 
hard for victory in today's game 
against India at Hamilton. 

Tbe Australian manager, Bob 
Simpson, said there would be no 
lei-up. even though the resuliaf 
the maich could decide tbw 
opponents in the final. 

“We still want to win every 
game on this tour," he said. "We 
don't have a real prefereitfX 
about whom we play in the final 
so Tm sure there will be ;«> 
holding back." He said lumas 
win over New Zealand by 
run on Tuesday had not sur¬ 
prised him. “They are a vpy 
dangerous team. They used Io 
be the worid champions and are 
still capable of wj> 
performances.” v 

Australia will be reinforced!? 
the return of ihe fast bowfcf. 
Merv Hughes, who will play be 
first game of the tour. But low* 
will be without Tendulkar. Tte 
young batsman, who made a 
vital 36 against New Ze al a iy J 
has injured a calf muscle. •- 
The Indian manager, Bistoj 
Bedi, said that Razdan a* 
Venkataramana were als® 
unavailable. 


Scope for cup revival: 


The Midlands Counties Cup. 
which was the inaugural lim¬ 
ited-overs competition involv¬ 
ing first-class counties when, it 
was launched in 1961 and was a 
forerunner of the Gillette Cup, 
could be revived following 
Leicestershire’s £100,000 
sponsorship agreement with 
Ctorling Black Label (Michael 
Austin writes). 

A three-year deal means that 
the four original counties — the 
others are Derbyshire. Warwick¬ 
shire and Northamptonshire — 
are now under the same, 
sponsorship umbrella of Bus 
Worthington. 

Onfrday competitions invol¬ 


ving four counties ptayius 
semi-finals and a final over 3 
three-day time span, such as fl* 
Waid Cup. at Scarborough aw 
the Til con Trophy at Harrogaj£ 
have proved successful u* 
special attraction for the fatf 
Midland counties would f* 
extra income from hospiaWS' 
suites. 

Mike Turner, the LeittSiri; 
shire chief executive, 
"Nothing has been formally 
discussed but tiie involvenw®* 
of Bass Worthington with.® 
four counties raises interest)* 
possibilities. Such a compen D £‘ 
would need to be approved W 
the Test and County Ci«*f 
Board." 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


Leigh turn to Murphy once again 


Leigh are determined to give a 
sense of occasion to Alex Mur¬ 
phy's fourth spell in done, at 
Hilton Park. The official 
announcement of the derails of 
Murphy^ new contract wdl be 
made at a press conference 
tonight. 

However, a statement was 
issued yesterday confirming 
whai most people had suspected 
since Monday, that the'eonno- 
vemal Murphy will return to 
takeover from (filly Ben yon and 
attempt to create another of lu& 
Jmle miracles by lifting the dub 
out of tbe first division relega- 


■r 


By Keith Macktin 

.lion area. The Leigh statement 
sad that the parting wnh 
Benyon was “amicable and 
mutual”. 

• The official last trial match in 
preparation for the South pa¬ 
cific lour by the British Amateur 
Rugby League Association will 
rake place at Leigh next 
Wednesday, when a Great 
Britain XJ13 will ptay a com¬ 
bined XUL 

The Great Britain side has 
already been announced, and 
the combined Xlfl has been 
d rawn fr om players who have 
impressed in recent matches 



TEANt 8 Cantor . 

(Hoawy wooHon). ji 
■ Ctoma (Cunworiand). VI 
Kotor (GumDanand). J 
‘ O OuanaW 

_ .KlWaWL 

S Wltoon fftaavj WQ0Mnl.iL 

• Tony Barrow, the 
coach, was . 
fine of £250, 
months, for 
into disrepute 
paper moments be i 
the Silk Cut ~ 
semi-final between < 
Warrington 


















r. 

'-*;r 






lui \ 

‘A'to, 


OD 


L %' 
n 


THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 8 1990 


SPORT 


FOOTBALL 


!!! >r 


Wolves hunger for 
unique return to 
first division fold 


RUGBY UNION: INVITATION SIDE FALLS BEHIND BEFORE CLAIMING VICTORY 


HOCKEY 


f : s4T -V. 


By Chris Moure 
Wanderers the tone and still have 


.Wolverhampton Wanderers the tone 
.‘will complete an impress- both top 
Rented Football League treble has been 


10 son. rave than place," he said* "But I’ve no 
[.All the tau so far doubt now that we’re a top-six 
us trying to reach side. We’ve scored six goals in 




... if they win promotion ba* the promotion ^ 

.into the first diwaou this we're the form team of the are starting to to<*lft*agood 

• - season^ for noclub las ever moment, and with Leeds in scoringsktoagamButitisstS 
/.-gone from the fourth division particular starting to make the going to talreaK of victories 
. “ fo the first m successive odd dip, who knows where to tift us into the top two, so 

V seasons. . throe two matches might leave anything beyond the play-offe 

• ■ Wolves, aftera hesitant us?” wouldbeadmissiveSato 

• ■ ;&tart, havechmbedmto fourth If Wolves do make it back us.” 

.. -place m the second divisi on into the first division this Brian McCord, the Derby 
.jon the back or an impressive season, it would conqdete the County forward, last night 
run of sevto wins m their last most spectacular rise in refused to be rushed into a 
" ; histoay. Swansea and move to the second division 

, ’■ ^Portsmouth on I ucsaay fen Wimbledon got promotion side, Barnsley. The dubs have 

from the {both andtbM ^eedoEafeeof£100,000fcr 
Readers, IM& United, ami divisions in successive sea- the 21-year-old midfield 
vT Sfeveni adrift of ^the second- sons; but it took them two player who spent a monthon 

• -placed SnemeW United. attempts to get out of the loan at OafeneQ in November. 

While Graham Turner, the second. “It’s an important decision 

• manager, insists that it would Watford’s journey fr om the for me and 1 need some time 
-require a ‘‘remarkable basement to the top took a to fom * 1 about it," McCord 
’.achievement” to win promo- year longer in the 1970s, with said. Derby are hoping to have 

tion outright, his players have Northampton's famous deva- the defender, Paul Blades, 

• it in their sights. “The way tion spanning five years of the bade after a two-month ab- 
we’re playing, I can't see any previous decade. “It would senoc through injury for Sat- 


BPS 


A double 
success 
rewrites 
history 

By Mail; Herbert 

Loughborough University 
claimed a notable double at 
Coventry School yesterday 
when they won both the men's 
and women’s Universities Ath¬ 
letic Union titles. Tbe men 
defeated Sheffield University 3- 
0 . and the women overcame 
Birmingham University 2-1. 

The men avenged their defeat 
in last year’s Commercial Union 
UAU final, and completed a 
remarkable grand slam, by beat¬ 
ing Sheffield. They made com- 


in refused to be rushed into a 
ekI move to the second division 
an side, Barnsley. The dubs have 
id agreed oa a fee of £ 100,000 for 
a- the 21 -year-old midfield 
vo player who spent a month on 
he loan at Oalcwdl in November. 

“It’s an important derision 


bade after a two-month ab¬ 
sence through injury for Sat- 


were paying, i cant see any previous decade. "It would seme through injury lor bat- 
reason why we shouldn’t,” take a remarkable achieve- urday*s game with Soutfc- 
' Sieve Bull, the top scorer, said, rnent for us to win promotion ampton at The Deft. Mark 

/^nriF lUlamv tha o n .WK. l M nntrinl,* *» T... .MM Wmi A . *Iia J*-- 


from Gabriel 


Gary Bellamy, tbe captain, outright,” Turner said. 


Wright, the former England 


said: “We’re getting closer to “Realistically, we have to centre half; misses tbe match 
-Leeds and Sheffield United all set our sights on a top-six because of suspension. 

Ardiles points to promotion 


Roberts revives the Barbarians 


r David Hands 


By Louise Taylor 


East Midlands_ 

_IB 

Barbarians 

-40 


*Osvak!o Ardiles has not only 
^persuaded tbe Swindon Town 
~ ylayers to pass the ball along die 
•ground, be has also pointed 


Them firmly in the directum of division's 


satis?fed mood; and no wonder. 

Still third, Swindon are two 
points behind Sheffield United, 
the occupants of the second 


; -the first division. 


division's second automatic 
promotion position. Bradford 


Three goals in four first-half claimed a consolation gf»i. 


' minutes from Shearer, who 
-^scored twice to take his tally for 
nhe season to 22. and Foley 
against Bradford City at the 
Cbunty Ground on Tuesday 
-night should have left the 
. Argentinian drawing on his 
■customary halftime cigarette in 


san sued mooa; and no wonder, second with a 3-1 win at 
Still third, Swindon are two Portsmouth. Inevitably, Steve 
points behind Sheffield United, Bull, their c e n t r e forward, seek- 
the occupants of the second ing to impress Bobby Robson 
division's second automatic before he picks the England 
promotion - position. _ Bradford squad to race Brazil, was in. 
claimed a consolation goal, volved in all three of the 
through Jackson, to make the visitors 1 goals, 
final score 3-1, but remain third Bull supplied the first goal for 

from bottom, and have yet to Bellamy, and after Whittingham 
w “. l “ 19 ?°- _ .had equalized in the 71sr 

Wolverhampton Wanderers, minute, he won the matt-h by 
champions of the fourth and pressuring FiHery into an own 
tnira divisions m the past two goal from a comer. Then, three 

cmvnH mtt m fhlirrti in thm _:__ l—_ ■ ■ !_.V* - 


through Jackson, to make the 
final score 3-1, but remain third 
from bottom, and have yet to 
win in 1990. 


Harry Roberts, tbe Richmond 
hooker, would probably not 
claim any mystical properties in 
his play, bat the annual Mobbs 
Memorial match at Northamp¬ 
ton yesterday turned completely 
around after his introduction 
into tbe Barbarian ranks at the 
interval. 

Up to that point, tbe East 
Midlands had thoroughly de¬ 
served their 18-4 lead after 


, vuaiunuujr uoiruius >.i{y»cLic in seasons. rose to fourth in the 

noinecoE - : Tuesday nights results 

- - - isPurthetl 


Wac*or(Aa«ti0. 

UEFA COR flifUrtlnaL M fag; 
CdagmS. FCArtwurp 0. 

gMLCUY» LEAGUE; Smamtj dMtorac 
^oumamoem a Oxford 1; Portsmouth 1. 

;385S5£t&**■ a ip-*** 


1. BOffWF iM 

(MaaEHRcMnft 


Hornchurch 1. Saeoac 

rh«.i..i « --- 


NFSLOWLGMUe 


■ Chaster 0: Leyto 
' O: Mansfield 0. B 
. Swansea i;Ptesi 
.a Bristol Romms 


Cwntxktoa ft Maidstone 0; Cotchwta 4, 
Cwtete ft Doncaster ft Hartlepool ft 
"OWngtum ftPatarboroughO: nocadate 1, 


Grantham 0, BisMU 1; Katosowan 3, 
Sutton Coldfield ft Southern dMetae 
Andover 1, Hytheft Hastings I.Erfth and 


-*GhesnriieUftSamttiotpe3,Aideaiiotft FOWllHS LBIfflft FW terite re Cow 
- Wrexham ft Vorlc ft - eittyl.Hudderefiald ft Derby 1. Liverpool 

ft Bwion ft Aston Via 1; Ma nch e ster 


tiMWUXNAU. CONFERENCE: Barrow rfa,-, M iiu hiiltui.. m e. ■■-t- 

;2.Stariord Rangers ft Ufetl.NoBfcigran Fores t 2. 

OVENDEH PAFQtS COMBWATWN: 
Bend O SC OTT ISH LEAGUE: Rrat Chariton ft Brigham 1; WMbMtoo 3, 


Poatpnnscfc AUoo v Albion ChaiseoZ. 

Rows. SKond AMOK saimmodc 1, QflEAT MILS IEMUB FloWr <*■ 
Won0.FoafeicsiwfcDumbartonv vfafctftChard 1.Romat;P buKxiRowks 
. ■ ■ _ . 1. QVppaoham ft Po^wwad: Us*awd V 

cmnc xil cup; ftmt rmrwt Ostap* Etonoum. Ue PhBpa Cnpe tftaaloq- 
StortfcHdft Worcester ft supaN4araft MengotaMrift 


fnahfi ? 

E CUIBCJUX CUP; Had romC BWxjp 1 * & 

0 Stortlaid ft Worcester 0. su 

fit ill!-—-- 

Vustfii ^ 5^ 


minutes later, in injury time, he 
claimed his 21st goal of foe 
season, 

Tranmere Rovers went to the 
top of the third division by 
bating Bristol City, foe pre¬ 
vious leaden, 3-1 at Ashton 
Gate, thanks to goals from 
McCairick, Muir, and Bishop, 
Shelton replying for City. Bristol 
. Rovers are second on goal 
difference after a 1-0 success at 
Reading, who put them out of 
foe FA Cup this season. Mehew 
scored tbe winner. 

• The League game between ; 
Leeds United and Sunderland at ] 
Raker Park on Tuesday, March 
20, is to be screened live at 
El land Road on a closed circuit 
television screen. Leeds have 
decided to screen the game after 
learning they would receive only 
500 tickets at Roker Park. 

West Ham United are ex¬ 
pected to organize a similar 
screening, at Upton Park, on 
their game against Leeds at 
Elland Road on Saturday, 
March 17. 


when the visitors lost Edwards, 
their lock, with a leg injury, they 
were effectively reduced to a 
one-man timeout, but that one 
man, Francis, the Irish lock, 
enjoyed himself hugely. ■ 


Francis was among the try- 
scorers as the Barbarians ran 
away with foe match, winning 
by four goals and four tries to 
three goals. Roberts played 
booker and Povoas moved to 
second row while Gregmy, reliv¬ 
ing his days with Neath, when 
he switched between hooker and 
franker, joined the back row. 

The Barbarian forwards plied 
their captain. Cnsworth, with 
possession, and he brought the 
best out of a back division in 
which Murphy showed foe skill 
which has elevated him to 
international status this season. 

It all looked so optimistic for 
East Midlands early on. Playing 
a gainst a Mm lower than iwwi 
on international strength—only 
five caps — VaudiB seized two 
tries and Glover a third as dm 
side capitalized on much good 
work by Upex, a hard-working 
lock, and' Tmmaeycroft, who 


had a fine dud with his Netting- Parfitt and Smith supported and 


ham colleague. Hackney. 

Had any Nottingham selec¬ 
tors been present, they might 
have wondered at their decision 
to drop Tharneycroft from the 
recent Pilkington Cup quarter¬ 
final. One tackle cm Hackney, 
which saved a try, was particu¬ 
larly memorable. 

But, by the end, Hackney had 
recovered any loss of free. He 
and Underwood changed wings 
at the drop of a hat as foe 
Barbarians, living up to a tra¬ 
dition to which Cusworth has 
always subscribed, ran foe East 
Midlands ragged. 

Steadman, like Cusworth, fe 
in bis final season, and he began 
the comeback in first-half injury 
time. The best of their second- 
half fries was foe second, when 
Gabriel kicked deep into the 
opposing 22 only to see Murphy 
and Cusworth run it hack ,, 


Francis galloped to the Him., 


Saints’ final word 
in college crip 


YACHTING 


f Eton back to 
; : strength and 
. capture title 

Eton ended Hampton’s five- 
yfear reign as schools’ bead 
winners by trine seconds over 
. Use Bandstand to Putney course 
.. yesterday (a Special Corrcs- 
; pendent writes). Back to foil 
;Sbenjfo after rawing two sub¬ 
stitutes at Reading on Saturday, 
“ ‘.Eton, sorti n g secon d , hung back 
. du foe start. Under instructions 
'from Paul Wright* their coach, 
to “keep it steady and then push 

« Hammersmith,” they fW- 

. -fowed the plan w the letter and 
closed (he cm steadily. 

«P«I & I 

feSft JMr Mngnxi Grammar, 
■g”" ” Hoaw .jsgft^TTowdSS 

■ fe ww jw aw, 13*7. 415: 

• Jurtonc.OiyofCBmbriaBe, 1&37.4tmtor 
VWroWri u n GoSskm, 15.03. 418: 
Chwur. MS&Jfc Sir WWhm 
, BobM, _9*0 (short ooutmL 415 ra- 


Capsized Martela OF 
found by fishing vessel 

From Barry Pickthall, Punta del Este, Uroguay 

Martela OF, foe Finnish A team of divers, including 
Whitbread Round the World some from other Whitbread 
Race yacht, which capsized off yachts, has been assembled, and 
Argentina 10 days ago, was was expecting to sail for the area 
located by aa Uruguyan fi shing last night The divers intend to 
boat yesterday, four days after remove foe rig, rant i n g as little 
fumbled Argentinian efforts to damage as possible, and tow foe 
salvage foe £1.25 million craft yacht t© Montevideo, where foe 
ended with the announcement owners intend to ship foe craft 


By Michael Stevenson dropped goal 

penalty, althoi 

1st Pauls and St Maty* 19 SSSSSSSi 
Moray House 6 Thoms opt 

! “———;--—T” - n- 1 for the winne 

St Pauls and St Marys, of penalty on the 
Cheltenham, beat Moray then a neat i 
House, of Edinburgh, in a worked by Staj 
scrappy semi-final <h the British scored and 
CoQegea’ Cup at Fylde, en- Thomas, 
livened tv 20 mmutes of ex- Thomas aga 
cellentru^jy in the second half foe next fry, wt 
They won by two goals, atry and set up a sco 
a penalty to a penalty and a Turley, Thonu 
dropped goaL ing; the final pc 

Moray House were playing try tw the s 
only their fburth game together Moray House 
as most of their players are camped on It 
co mm i tt e d to dub nigly; lack of without managing a soote. 
cohesion was apparent, as was 
the talent of Shepherd of Edin¬ 
burgh Academicals in foe centre 
ana the Changing brothers 
from Gala at frill back and 
stand-off ball 

Thomas, the winners’ frill 
back, bad an excellent game but 
St Pauls could not harness foe 
pace and talent of their excellent 
wing, Stabbiam, who has played 
for Swansea. 

Moray House led at the 
interval with David Changl cng ’s 


,„9 


dropped goal and Shepherd's By Gordon Allan 

penalty, although at the end of 

the half the St Pauls pack was in wu . Q 

complete command. E? raarys - -— » 

Thomas opened foe scoring Trie London 6 

for the winners with an early ■ ■ — . ■■ 

penalty on the resumption and St Mary’s, with a forward-based 
then a neat dummy scissors, game, won the Hospitals Cup 
worked by Stanlake. made a try for tbe fourth year in succession 
scored and converted by by beating The London by two 
Thomas. penaltygoals and a dropped goal 


first establishment to win all 
five UAU hockey titles. 

It took Ujughborough some 
time to cope with Sheffield’s 

swarming attacks, and their 
early nerves were hardly helped 
when Owen Mackney shot wide 
from a penalty stroke. 

But once they had settled, 
Loughborough set about win¬ 
ning possession and gradually 
gaining control. They went 
ahead moments before half- 
time when the left wing, Sean 
Storey, screed in foe scramble 
following a short comer. 

The same player forced a 
spectacular save from Andy 
Malcolm in foe second hair 

before the opportunism of 
Danny Kerry earned him two 
goals of the highest quality. 

A desperate defensive display, 
in which Afleen Gtaxion, the 
Engla nd goalkeeper, was out¬ 
standing. earned * flu ghh nnwgh 
the women’s honours. Although 
the champions were over¬ 
whelmed by Birmingham in tbe 
second half, they hung on grimly 

Loughborough began brightly 
when Karen HowcOs struck the 
ball home after seven minutes. . 

Birmingham w jimin*^ 20 
minutes later when Moody 
Gatherer, foe left link, began a 
mazy run which earned her a 
short corner. Ruth Pilkmgtoa 
crisply converted. 

Pilkington twisted her ankle 
shortly after and, while Bir¬ 
mingham were down to 10 
players, Loughborough took the 
lead again, dare Stater's shat 
was stopped on the Hue, leaving 
WiQis a simple tap-in. 

MEN 

SHEFFIELD UMVERSflTK A MaJcofrn; A 
Jamtoson, 5 HrtcWraon. M SUmnonds, I 
SmWi SJams, NUnhNMcFSrquhw.L 
Trey. S Cockmsn, M Kamon. 
LOUGHBOROUGH UMVERSriT:MLjng- 
ston; R Madctoy l w Lamy, D Macknay?4 
O M ackn e y. I 
M Zander; S 



Skills of O’Leary |jSESW 
vital to St Mary’s 

.. .. .. Raymond. J Room. SCoxon.SConnor'.J 

rephed m kind on the stroke of Thompson R radngion (sub: s Cola), A 


then a neat dummy scissors, 
worked by Stanlake. made a try 
scored and converted by 
Thomas. 


penaltygoals and a drop 


Thomas again had a hand in to two penalties in a hard-fought 
the next try, when his half-break final at Ok! Deer Pak y»- 


set up a «mring dump lor teiday. This was then 1 29th 
Turley, Thomas 3g > * n convert- success in all, one behind foe 
ing; the final points came from a record, held by Guys. 

S f by the speedy Subbiani. Up to a point The London 
oray House endedfoe game ^ySdweUr^htohm^^ 
camped on the St Pauls line but could not make foe most of 


fry^ccozing positions. They were 
frustrated either by a lack of 
steadiness when it came to the 
final pass, or by O’Leary’s 
expertise ai crucial lineouts. 

Much of foe play was frag¬ 
mented, with up-and-unders 
causing early shudders in the St 
Mary’s defence. There was a 
string of missed locks to touch 
and foe ball was usually lost in 
untidy fashion in the ftrirk. 

McLaren gave St Mary’s the 
lead with a penalty and Martin 



half-time. Wintie, for St Mary’s, 
and Thomas and Merrifield for 
The London, had made breaks 
but the defences held. 

Indifferent finishing pre¬ 
vented tries at both ends in the 
second half before McLaren 
dropped a goal after OXeary 
had caught cleanly at a lineout 
and been driven through by Iris 
pack. 

Two mfmttes later Martin 
made it 6-6 and a minute after 
that McLaren landed the win¬ 
ning goal when The London 
were penalized at a maul not far 
from their posts. Martin missed' 
two difficult penalty chanoes for 
Tbe London in the last 10 
minutes. It was as dose as that. 





Gailxror. 

LOUGHBOROUGH IMVBWTT: A 0«- 
ton: F Corbett, s MBs, K WMmon, K 
EBott, C Attar. J Mcfldoo. S Naylor. K 
Wtts. C Stator, KHowafe. 
tknplraa: B Jonas, C Bar^mrin. 

OTHER FMAL& Man Second XL 
Loughborough 3. Bimwmtttml.TNrtn: 
Loughborough 3. BrMol ft Wamart: 
Second XkLbufpiboraugh 3, ExmwQ. 

University 
lose out 
to juniors 

By Sydney Friskfa 

Hockey Association XU4 
London University 3 

A young England team repre¬ 
senting foe Hockey Association 
emerged from a test, running 
game with an exciting vktoiy 
over London University on the 
Reading dub’s artificial pitch 


: D Taylor (London). 


that it had sunk. 

The 81ft maxi was found 100 
mites north of the position 


to Florida for repairs in time to 
compete on foe test stage of the 
race, from Fort Lauderdale to 


L^cester first RFU facing opposition Examination 

to take on . .. f ril w eases Pugh’s 

a professional 10 lls sl ^££j? n ruleS fears of Injury 


35S tK^ lS«off Soufoampton, starting on May 

SSoforTSchTiJXtS Markka Wiikeri, tbejWPPer 
^SiS^TSrJSrfrSnTSS of Martela, flew to Finland 

SI^ down, and with herns Still ^^pemrion. 


MOTOR RALLYING 


Aitken-Walker escapes 


r'jlf) 
l i-5- r 


143ft 415: 


a: Hanuy Conge. 
Mgh. mis wot 


Louise AiUcen-Walker. Britain's 
leading woman rally driver, had 
an amazing escape from injury 
after crashing 100 feet down a 
clifffece and ending up in a lake 
while competing in the Portugal 
rally yesterday. 


By a Special Correspondent 
nicer. Britain’s A * lheir v auxhaU Astra rank 

ftvdriver had bottom of foe lake about 

150 miles north of Lisbon, she 
and her co-driver. Christina 
J teet dovm a Thorner, from Sweden, roan- 
ngupmaiake to swim to the surface, 

n the Portugal they were rescued by 

spectators. 


.BASKETBALL 


fflf 



_ BOXING 

r Ptrtrod aETHHAL GHEPt w waraii pa.g .nia^ 


ii4 cora 
112 


IJI JoWiMsr- 


■ • BILLIARDS 


'yPMMaouat 




nxtet haRick DhmI 

SSU(PMM«lkoM 
’ CYCUfKS 



B OWLS 

sdro» rrriMi 

g ^gSST 1 ;*" BWU H ra» WMtChfW* 

iiU‘ - 

»ra*t ---- 

IM l Y0UUM1. £1-19. 
OauramrfAttldBrt 
-* 89-15; 




n), 43:4. aannao 
isao.Owrafc1.S 

bum a f M orMup ^ah il. 


FOR THE RECORD 


HANDBALL 


wiMUBwudiwpii -i j ra Mi: rawra 
ftate Hungary ?1; SorietUnlcri 

24. YugotBM 22:^ JapCn ZI^ A^ynn Sk 
Gzochosov^ia 81. France 21; ButGHiwy 
SS. Span Sft Sweden 34. Soutfi J torea Zk 
g rtSSna 3ft Cube 8ft pound ar.icrand 


_ HOCKEY _ 

WELSO MH e t WM ^ yemea nr i H Biei rh- 
AiotraHs 3. South KorM a ^ _______ 

OULTOH: ahum P afruc hnlee m mftltmt K 

SSJ* wSpSrtlp: Nofflnflham ft 
CMMttOi 

7YPH0O WOH&rS NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Tffnw pTsoibd l f tn 


SSSscl £ I 

srasfcj 5 i 

EUku__ T 3 0 

CMknstord.7 3 1 

Gt Harwood B 1 1 

8S3& J 

Esmatdb—7 0 o 


o o 23 4 a 

2 0 IS S 24 

1 1 IS fi 19 

2 1 11 2 t4 

2 2 12 B 14 

D 3 10 12 1« 

1 5 S 21 T 

0 S 4 17 8 

1 4 2 8 5 

1 8 3 19 1 


Leicester became foe first of a 
clutch of clubs seeking to make 
professional appointments 
when they announced yesterday 
that Tony Russ, foe Saracens 
and En gland UndCT-21 assistant 
coach, would become their first 
paid directorof coaching (David 
Hands writes). Russ, a school¬ 
teacher, hopes to take up the 
appointment next month. 

The position was advertised 
at £20jD00 pins benefits and 
Leicester hope Russ will provide 
a sound framework for all the 
dub’s teams, within which their 
enthusiastic amateur coaches 
can still operate. The point has 
been nibbed home recently for 
them, too, by foe Pilkington 
Cup defeat at foe hands of 
Northampton, who have pros¬ 
pered under Barrie Coriess. 

• Mike Teague, foe England 
No. 8, will play for Gloucester 
in this weekend's Courage 
League game with Harlequins 


TENNIS 




Carats (HJUDMana.W, 641; J MAir(WG) 
bi B wram (USL 84. Mfc c Jahnun (USJ bt 
S Gsrrow (US). 7*5. 6<2: D Botha ISA) bt B 
Devoting fllSJ. M,fW: S Bldkftam Jl® bi M 

TON, ROM* Wnuan* M- 
rtnt numk C PQtwft (WO) Of E 
Burgtn (US). 8-1. WL Sft R fteW W » S 
WBaaennan (Baft 7-8.84; j HaaSajfnbiM 
6-2. M; H ClOffi (TJS) H H 
. 3. H; S Harm (US) bt F 

,84; E Ptrt (WG) wo M Pa 
M SHm (Yob) bl M Jagamtan 
Wfc N wrrarnm (FO btTPWt 
frft M. saeewt rauwt D van 
« n Gcerae (Fri 6-1, S-L P 


The Rugby Football Union will 
come into direct c onfl i c t with, 
«nmnt > others. Ass&aKa when 
the International Rugby Foot¬ 
ball Board (IRFB) meets for its 

tmnwl iwrtfag tow ttft mqaflL 

There is fimdamental disagree¬ 
ment between the countries ovec 

some of foe changes contained hi 
foe IRFB’s dteeasafoa paper os 
the relaxation of the amateur 
regulations. 

“We are not saying ‘stick to 
foe regulations as they stand 1 , 
bat I think we are taking a 
sensible approach to it all/* 
Dudley Wood, foe RFU sec¬ 
retary, said yesterday, 

Tbe executive c ommitte e el 
foe RFU meets tomorrow, and 
on Moodoy ft is hoped to publish 
hi foil England’s petition on foe 
amateur pmpssals. In particu¬ 
lar, foe RFU wiH rage caution 
before rushing into changes that 
may well be regretted later. 


SQUASH RACKETS 


Ftet mate D Harts J __ 

(AusJ. 15-12. 5-15. S-lST IM. 15* C 
HoMnson (AIM S Haflnon(Scoo, 18-17.5- 

15. 15-12. IMO. IS* Umar I. 

fPsk)&tAHB(Aus). 15-12,15-7,1. _ 

t&m M P Carter (EnoJ, IS* ISO. 75-1 f. M 
Madean (Scott* A Adarraga Spain). 17-14, 
15-12, 15*R Martin tAusJrsfajM C WM 
(Austria). 158.158.157; Jansfor Khan (Pak) 
MSUoahKAud, 15ft 15ft 17-14; JHfckox 
bt R WMt (NZL 151ft 151ft 156; C 
U-JAUS) MPWtttOCk (Eng), 158.1517. 
158, 15-10: H Norman (NT 


Alfoongh the IRFB amhiiriam 
sab-committee will held a spe¬ 
cial meeting, before foe foil 
avml meeting, to discuss foe 
response to foe paper, the RFU 
wants a working party to assess 
what is right for foe game daring 
the next year. 

Wood did not deny that foe 
RFU is firmly opposed to an 
extension af foe payment of 
daily allowances for home inter- 
nathwsls, as wefl as to players 
on tour. It is this which has 
earned bread approval in 
Australia, so that players who 
lose money or conced e their 
holiday so as to prepare for, and 
play a, internationals- are not 
seen to be disadvantaged by 
their involvement in foe game. 

The RFU believes that if soch 
an exampfe were adopted at foe 
top of the game, it woald soon 
spread downwards. 


The injury to Jeremy Pugh, the 
Wales tight-bead prop, is not as 
bad as was first thought (Owen 
Jenkins writes). Pugh rfa r n a gpd 
his left knee playing far Brecon¬ 
shire in the Welsh Counties Cup 
final on Monday night, two days 
after feeing Scotland. He under¬ 
went exploratory suigery by tbe 
Welsh Rugby Union (WRU) 
surgeon, Malcolm Downes. 
“There is no structural damage 
and he should be up ana 
naming in 10 to 14 days,” John 
Davies, the WRU doctor, said. 

There were other non partita- 
pants in a relaxed two-hour 
Welsh squad session at Cardiff 
yesterday afternoon. Mike Hall, 
the winger, and David Evans, 
the stand-off did not take part 
Evans, who left the field on 
Saturday with head and neck 
injuries, will not train or play 
tins week, as is mandatory. Hall 
has a slight hams tring gyraT 1 *- 


SNOW REPORTS 


Waugh scored twice for the 
Association; the other scores 
came from Sage and NicfcHn. 
McGuire scored two goals, the 
first a penalty stroke, and 
McAllister one for London, who 
were «little unlucky to lose after 
crossing over with a 2-1 lead. 
HOCKEY ASSOCIATION Xh 4 Barrow 


• >1 Ml^.V .1 



• The Army beat the Navy 1-0 
yesterday at the St Ivo Outdoor 
Complex, St Ives, Cambridge¬ 
shire, in the first match of the 
inter-services cham pi o n ship for 
women. The goal was scored by 
Lieut J Herron from a penalty 
comer in extra time. 


Weather Last 
+temp snow 
?m) *c fafl 




158. 1510; 

1513.1513.158; MZGU(P«mj 
t (Eflffl. 17*14. 153. 11-15. 1510; B 
Mann (Aus) MG watam(Bnc0.1516.151ft 
1510:1541. ^ 





MOTOR RALLYING 


■SSJSaB SLSSLagj^ 

■teAraHWMtt, Y4S; MJM 3, K 
Mmmn m a *saww 
|ttMOAg«v>t— , I 

Mania, la&aqww 

_Kanwujnaii (fmT 


gg,4nc'4.6n«.si«6.__ 

FOOTBALL 


tafc Ranaan f. FllW* 1. 1 

Ma ia iyatewg- _ 

TABLE TEfflflS 

fthSStoati. 


ICE HOCKEY 

HAHOHAL UA«JE(HI^ 

4 . N*w York Httn a w t Z Button Bruins ft 
PnaaosipMa Fiyara 1; BuMo Sabres 1. 
wasftnmon CapUs 1 ttnt Maw Jbtsm 
D evft i. Si U3uh Bluss 1; Edoourai Olara *. 
PKBbuto Pvnfluna 3 (0T). 

LACROSSE 


UITtttltotion ^sa^.lin sww^BOlri 

CUD MQOSt UtllUl DWW H0U S" 
<m 9 OtBev. WorcscMr 1. fret 


bt N Own (Frv 51,54; P 
iLuosamare(Geft53.5«G 
(Arg) M E bxxts (Japan), 6-2.7-5. 


T Champion (Ft) « J 

bt A VyStBifl (USSR. 52. 7-5; G Rarez- 
R0Bd»(Ai9«TWODa0!^si(Afflfl,7.ft5i: 

MWosanhianaiCan)MKa££^ - * - 
54; M Koavanuans crMIObt 5 Cot 
51.54;MVte>><CtlMAFtensl» 
e^RFronury 
52,4-8,52. 

r ‘*“ **—ATP - 

«PCash(Auft5 
a. 5i;v panmmomqiaiAMren: (WGL52. 
53; PWakasa(Kao)MP Johnson (1 
iLWfc A eoatach (Fn« m namtra 
7-5: M Lamreiaau fCim 

a 2-6.7-8: G Raoux if*) - 

53.54; D Caaater « “ Rosmi®w#W. 

7-6.54. 


Bm round: DEnaei 
4.51;VPatonamor 


<Hasa«<istizt 


Mnvara ft Opmw Hqwm H1. RateQuato 
4, DBWIM Houa > 3. 


NORDIC SWING 

SOLIEFTEA. C— aut r Won*?* World 
30km: 1. M a CsntsW. 1hr26mi0 584s« 




134 ptRft LLarutina 
117. 


.RUGBY UNION 


MOBBS MSIORtAL MATCH: East UkSands 
IB. BOAtoans 40. 

HOSPITALS CUR Hate St Maff* 9, fra 
—■" * MOWOasr taM. 

--ITCHES: NsaOl SB. Son* Wpas 

Artec lot Cambridge Unh wte y 25. 
CranhsyhXV4ft Giafflonw1Atandarets2g. 
Aberann ft Lacaatar 341 Louohfanmnh 
Students 3: CliftM 4, RAF 
JtoForeatft 


YACHTING 


OEHOAiFMaglMBbaare 1.M Lennon and T 
Hvrooek iGb£ ft S Schunch and n r» 


hbk i. Ertssoo (8): ft M Ptoreno R): S. 
Tawwr (GB). Otar British ptactn: ft J 
Ftm Eshme 1. S Phnanoni r 
8rooita(C^;ftKHMgBeaar(Ga). 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


SLALOM LAOER ALLIAMCC CUP: 
BsteOrartwiHoiVwnrift Wteaaift 


n Conditions to ' +temp 
Piste Off/P resort (5pm) *C 

ANDORRA 

Soktog 10 60 worn crust closed fine 10 

Sffl some good skiing to be found on higher slopes 
during the afternoon 

AUSTRIA 

KRzbuhel 30 85 fair mpguls icy fine 4 

Best stdtog an north-facing stages 
St Anton 50 290 good heavy slushy sun 3 

Good slang on higher stooas, runs to p» resort are 
becoming heavy and slushy 

PRANCE 

Les Arcs 100 110 good crust good fine 7 

VerygoodskSng; Awuflte Rouge open 
Tignes 180 280 good heavy slushy sun 5 

Snowin good conation, some icy patches 
Vald'fsma 130 210 good varied good fine 5 

ExoBtiert snow and skfaginbrSBant sunshine 
ValThorens 90 180 good heavy good fine 5 

Spring skung in the 8unshStB.aB Ms open 

ITALY 

Carvina 150 300 goad and good fine 1 

ExceUentsnow, uncwwt/ed pistes, beartifix weather 


AUSTRIA 
Bad KMnMrc B hBtTi, 
Inrabruck/lgls __ 


Mayrhotffl 


Schlodmlng_ 

SeetaM_ 

Sfiktan.__ 

SfiB __ 

ZteamSaa__ 

• hriarmationai 
National TouW 


u 

— 20 25 

- O 40 

— 50 190 

- 85' 1G6 

^ 0 75 

— 12S 18S 

—. 40 150 

_ 60 150 

— 30 10O 

_ 20 190 

— 15 80 
30 130 

tin Arabian 


SCOTLAND 


SWITZERLAND 

Crans Montana 65 240 


5 240 good varied fab sun 8 
neftfens, sSf ooqueues 
0 250 good heavy dosed fine 8 


240 good heavy good 


20 z?o good varied slush fine 10 
fgoodBk^txnnmtoresortdatartorating 


Wenoan 20 ioo good varied closed fine 6 3/5 

Best siting art MamNcfien, Punchbowl and Safogg. Bare 
patches a p p eari ng lower aoutn-fadng slopes 
hi the above reports, suppled by representatives of the Ski Club of Great 
Britain, Lretaratoiowaraiopesana U to upper, and art toarfflcteL 


tevet ft4 00jt ^refca j rur®. BOOK. Runs: 
tetor. only Bukharis coropiM; tow.no 
Wy access roach opan; chaHfis 
ctosod; tows, two operating. 

g Mclwe ML chaWfta and toss dosed. 

*•*-V 5001 * wriUM 
runs, 1500ft. Runs: upper and km«r 

sssssssffissa 

flunjwpor am tomar.coc^jtete, tes 
ptedwa; access roods dosed; chtoWa 
aM ferns dosed. 

ftra^ScatMradahowieraotaMtiy 

anow. tumfeip bun protongad poriodn ol 

toroc south vroata^tei ly wtnda. Tomorrow 
"*^®*^^toK*viymS8rwisand 

Sf SSSS^lSStittZ 

spreadin g from aoutii west end *rinda 

townji wrong » acute 
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TIMES 


First pd»B*rf 1785 


England’s spectacular slump 



a From Abo Lee 
Cricket Correspondent 
Georgetown, Guyana JagMSf 
Toe disciplines which have 
served England so well in one- 
day cricket daring recent years ‘ '‘^ v< ^ BPlBlBIfc 
temporarily deserted them at - *' ■ 

Bourda yekerday. in perfect ^jgyHMSg 

conditions, and before an ■" ' 

expectant capacity crowd, 
they wasted a commanding (r ' 
start and batted totally inad- 1 a 
equatdy in the game they had *■ •* 

to win to keep mis five-match ?• ;•" ■ 

series alive. . - .*'aSBsfry 

A total of 188 for eight, offa , ' 

restricted ration of 48 overs, 7 ;? i ^ 

reflected a series of careless £ v^. ''/ 

shots for which they paid c-ffy-*H . '? -.■r-%% 

dearly. West Indies were still 
without Greenidge, resting his - >->y. ; 

vulnerable bade with Sat- 
urday’s more consequential ; 

second Test match In mind, 
but in his absence Desmond *.*... ".v. ?%: 

Haynes and Carlisle Best 

dieeifaiy sa about puttiug 

England's efforts m perspec- l.;;. •:..•*■- 

live with a century opening '•'••• 

stand. - *. ■::.,*<? --H: 

England's total was all the . ' • „ua. ! i 

more disappointing because Wkkefkeepei 

Gooch and Larkins had batted his 38th birthday, he set out to 
with an authority which sug- charm the vociferous sections 




...•* 7 

: v 

7?' . 


f-n- 


S'-: • 

* • ■, *\r- t »•.. ' ; . # 






Counties reject 
full four-day 
programme 






Vi;.*"- ?■ 


7 ,?iv v ' 


gened 250 was within range, of the packed stands, doffing 
On a pitch of even bounce and his cap and bowing to them at 
no great pace, it should have every opportunity. 


■‘.7 *.^3*'-. «*■ ft • -** N . ♦ -• « * **•' * • ft* •*?*&*' *. ••«.</. • *. . i V. ^ ^ . v*- ^ #.<w** V ;4 «y- • * • • 4 

Wickefteeper earning his keep; Dvqoo, of West Indies, runs oat DeFreitas daring the last throes of E ngland s challe ng e 
his 38th birthday, he set out to hostile colleagues but he does sell organized some late 

charm the vociferous sections the simple things deceptively resistance. 1 '■ / r J*r\*% 

of the packed stands, doffing well and Larkins, having Russell, defying convention 


been, especially with Marshall 
missing from the opposition 
and Ambrose not thought 
quite ready to return. 


Showmanship was what this 
game needed, for, once the 
England openers had gone, the 
champagne was fast turning to 


What had started out as a flat lemonade. Gooch, per- 
batting exhibition went termi- baps shedding no tears over 


well and Larkins, having. Russell, defying convention 
driven more than once at thin in the im pich tradition of 
air, finally. made frustrated wicketkeepers, put on 24 with 
contact and sliced a catch to DeFrenas and 25 with Small 
cover. It was demonstrably too little, 

Richards would cus- too late, but it did give West 
tom aril y have himself bowled Indies a little more to think 
hereabouts but he gave about 


nally wrong in the middle 
third of the innings when, 
against bowling which did no 


being put in, was far more 
forthright than his modem 
England mode usually allows. 


the ball to the team's one 


seldom 


more than adhere to the while Larkins dealt with a 
basics, England lost five wick- generous leg-side diet with 


ets for 41 runs. Some were 
sacrificed in the way they 
often are in this form of 


great relish as England made a 
marvellous start 
Walsh was withdrawn after 


cricket but after all their good a fourth over in which Larkins 
groundwork in Jamaica, it was pulled and then whipped him 


no better than slapdash. 

The crowd, 18,000 inside 
the ground and many more 
perched on rooftops, in trees 
or patrolling the streets out¬ 
ride, seemed bemused. This 
was the first cricket in George¬ 
town this season to survive 
the weather and they had been 


Guyanese, Hooper. If this was convincing at this level but 
another sop to the locals, it now, as if sensing that his 
was a mighty effective one as, chances may be limit ed, he 
in . a fbU quota of overs, upstaged his senior partner in 
Hooper demonstrated that off an opening stand vivid with 
spin is an insoluble mystery to strokes of flair and confidence, 
the modem English batsmen. None was more impressive 
Almost as one they chose to than Haynes's cover-driven 
counter it by thrusting their four off Small, none more 
front pad forward and sweep- spectacular than Best's huge 


to the square-leg boundary, . mg; almost as one, they were straight six off CapeL 
but when Baptiste replaced clumsily ineffectual 

him Gooch played two regal Hooper's one wicket came Cnnrohreml 
strokes in a single over. when Capel tried airily to ‘^wicwmiu 


■n* TCCB decisions 

Sfi«srs*rj reSSSs? 

four-day county champ- cMmp,on^ * 

ionship matches in 1991. After 

a long debate over iw days at # Kent's proposal second 
the spring meeting of the Test by Derhvshr^tor a fuqg 
and County Cricket Board, period ot IB three-day and?, 
thev voted 14-4 against the four-day championstim 
XoS ^t fo^S by the matches accepted 12 - 6 . 

TCCB'scnckctcommittee. •Contracts of the Eimj*- 
, committee to be renewed 

Ii was a more vehement further year. -* 

reaction than had been fore- p^snrvu-htrh*! sn. 
cast. The counties voted, in- 
»ead, 12^5 for the stal^quo. £££*£ Socond 50 
proposed by Kent and Derby¬ 
shire. The present programme • Definition of unfit ptet* 

of 16 threc-day arid six four- should be widened, 
day matches will be «>ntin- m ^ ftnos to be dm 
ued, probably for a_ tanner vmoay by players. 

three years. • A county gaining a hong 

abstained on both votes. m the Bwaon 

/w. wtvatlev the chair- Hedges Cup QUAitv-hnsij m 

manof thcmmmiulx*oftmd SSS3B5B3^ 

SLsm-ir-is , 

until September 1991. He said / 

he would be constdenng meeting their otgectioo tom 
whether to continue, allhough ^ p^poaL J 

it seemed unlikely last night board agreed to wkb 

that he would stand down. ^ definition of an unfit jatdj 

__ _. . , - th _ to take into considcmioB 

The general yiew_of the “pjiobes which often eml 
mrabers m >halfc* 3 * 16 s*dewaves move^l 

cncket wassuU atan expcn- ^ ^ M conS 
rneutol stage. Alm Sm.th. the domillst „ th,. hatTcoS 

members agreed that more *■ *” i 

four-day cricket would have a Over rate fines will coatm*' 
beneficial effect on the game hi county cricket, except that • 
and that there could be more in future they will be pad ^ 
four-day matches played at wholly by the players. Upto i 
the start of the season. It is now half any fine has beta 
true that there is a feeling that paid by the county. The 
too much cricket is played." required rate will be redasd 

He said that Ted Dexter and 
the other members- of the 

England committee - Wlwai- *** Cndc ^. 

ley, Micky Stewart, the Eng- Assoaauon. 

hud team manager, and Faciory-stitchcdbalharch 
Smith — were disappointed by be used in the second XI. 
the outcome. "Yet Ted took it championship this season ii 
philosophically and we do not " the hope that they will prove 
intend to go away and sulk to be more consistent than an 
about it. The important thing hand-stitched balls. The 
now is toi try to build on the TCCB fteb that there would 
success of the England side in QO t be any discrepancy be- 
the West Isdin and I would tween different ftetoryi 
not rale ont a full programme stitched balls, 
of four-day cricket in the 

future." Britannic Assurance's The Benson and Hedges 
sponsorship of the county Cup regulations have been 
championship would not be amended. A county gaining i 
affected, he said. home match in the quarter- 

finals will be able, in future, ta 
Smith stressed that the have a free draw. Until now 
members were keen that Eng- they could not have been 
land rides should have longer drawn against another county 
preparation before Test from the same qualifying 
matches in England. "Touring group, 
teams have two dear days and 

we would like to have that. As expected, convex-hod 
too." He said that the mem- hats, Such as the one designed 
bers wanted to give financial by Chris Cowdrey and a Kent 
support for training sessions firm, have been banned from 
and for coaching at all levels first-class cricket There re 
for England teams. mains, though, nothing in the 

laws of the game to prevent a 
"They would like to con- batsman from turning the bd 
tinue with A team tours, such around '( 

as the one to Zimbabwe and it ,-i 

ties in with the board's plans i Alan Wells has been voted 
for sponsorship. Ted Dexter is the Sussex player of the year 
very pleased with what he has after his return home from tte 
seen on his trip to Zim- unofficial tour to South Af- 
babwe," Smith said There rica. In 1989, the 28-year-# 
was little discussion about a batsman enjoyed his best sca- 
reduction in one-day cricket, son, scoring 1,629 Chan g* 
the counties having made ionship runs at an averse« 
dear at .the TCCB's winter 5254. 


him Gooch played two regal 
strokes in a single over. 

Moseley dropped short and 
r jrlrirtR, with a short arm pull 
of startling force, landed the 
ball on the roof of the little, 
two-tier stand at square leg. 


side and a high-scoring jone, leant forward to banish 
sj^eciaajJar. They saw nothing striae to the street bound- 


ary. But with 71 on the board 


drive him and was bowled off-^ .g”** * 0 „ 

the inside edge. By then, wLawns endvmfcbMosatoy 2 A 

though. Smith had been a 2 J^c C ^bw5SLzZ=121 

Victim of his own agitanon A J Stewart c Du^bWatsn_0 

and Walsh, the beneficiary, - zl 

had then removed Stewart FVj5BB£iT!g5S r“"“. » 

secondballTbiswasOMbafl 

more than he had managed to Exfwa(bt.aj9.w7;r®7) _ .j* 

survive in the previous match ToM(flwktt,48orara)-iee 

A B C Frasar did not baL 







JfcSSM'R ssaM“aftS 


is«i a raalcrtrant Viv Rich- the final total becoming fen- the middle onder must be in 
aids and he, at least, did not Goo-i, ««« bowiMl off jeopardy even if his one 
letthemdown. Richards out SgigJ^toS^Stw -en^s rival, tofley, has gone 
ragg the mixal race and t o fora ton to let a fatefully 100 . Ion « 
multi-cultural Guyamae by femiliar end to Winnings of P 1 ^ 6 : _ j 
referring to his West Indian ornmise. ^ Keeping En^and on a tight 

tnnwi nr- nf AfM/atn IWU ^lUUUX. _' _n_I TC-I_ 


109.5-112.6-132.7-156.8-161. 
BOWLING: Btshoc 10-1-41-2: Wahh 10-1- 
33-2; Bapimta 9-5-2M. MomMy 9-0-44- 


raged the mixed race and 
multi-cultural Guyanese by 
referring to his West Indian 
team as being of African 
descent in an Antiguan news¬ 
paper. Comments like this are 
seen as racist in this country 
and on Tuesday Richards had 
issued an apology. Yesterday, 


The loss of his captain 
seemed to inhibit laridns and 
quickly England began to lose 
their way. Moseley may look 
innocuous alongside his more 


serious rival, Bailey, has gone 

too long without match west indies ily 

nrartw-f D L Haynes c DoFroitaa b Hamming _ 50 ??>4 

C A Best not out_I_ 51 *!«.; 

Keeping En^and on a tight Rsn^Mmsannotout_o r-fe 

rein, Richards recalled Bishop f**™*--sJ 

“■ ^ watWraSSS- 

wicket- or Lamb, caught be- iva ndwds. c l Hooper, klt 
hind in trying to cut but, iust Arttiunnn. tf j l Duion, i r oabop. c a 
S foeinSSfookedrSfyto 

SUbride without a fight, RllS- Umpires.-DAiolwrandLDuncaa 


mm 
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Wicketkeeper turns spectator: Dqjon watches Capel bowled 


Visiting batsmen confound the pundits 


Georgetown 

It has taken me nine years, 
give or take an odd few days, 
to effect entrance to the 
Bourda ground here. On En- _ 
gland's tour of 1981 this part 

o^ wild became femous The former England captain 
q “ c S y for po itlca ^ 1 . ac " captain comments on die one- 
mcLthfg aSo day international in Guyana. 

tirely to the arrival of Robin already spent a week or so 
Jackman and his subsequent largely sheltering from persis- 



and almost immediate expul¬ 
sion. 

The rest of the party had 


tent rain. We trained indoors 
at a sports hall remarkable 
especially for a very high ratio 


of mosquitos per cube foot, 
most of which, as I remember, 
honied in on John Emburey, 
while the rest of us tried to 
avoid being tackled too hard 
by Ian Botham in the five-a¬ 
side fbotbalL We did also 
manage a couple of sessions of 
outdoor practice, once on a 
real cricket pitch, once on the 
tarmac of a school play¬ 
ground, and took the trouble 
to turn up for the one-day 
international at Berbice. 

To do so needed the assis¬ 


tance ofthe army and a couple The pitch here has the that once again it is impossible 
of large industrial-sized mili- reputation of being the most to predict the course of any of 
tary helicopters to obviate any amiable in the Caribbean, these one-day lotteries. All I 
need to negotiate whatever despite having been dug up can tell you is that my local 
roads might have led to about three years ago in an “expert” in the Georgetown 
Berbice. Sadly the effort was attempt to encourage more life Cricket Club pavilion was a 
largely wasted from our point into it Nothing much seems little off the mark in his 
of view, as our inning p sub- to have changed, with Bishop assertions that over 500 runs 
sided against the treacherous and bis fast bowling mates stfll would be scored on the day. 
off spin bowling of Larry wailing for a wicket with some And, by the way, apologies to 
Gomes. The only good news genuine fire, and another off anyone who had hoped to 
of the day came when we spinner, this time Hooper, listen to us on Radio 3 — it 
arrived back in the evening to bowling a tidy 10 overs for seems that the local boys bad 
be told we were leaving the only 30 runs. purloined all the relevant 

next day. Hie simple conclusion is circuits. 


Factory-stitched balls arc to 
be used in the second XL 


The Benson and Hedga 


As e xp ected, convex-feed 


Alan Wells has been voted 


Scots play same hand for a grand slam Confusion 


Mow Churchill 
can insure 
your car 
for less 

2 key reasons for lower prices: 

• Latest computer technology 

• No intermediaries | 

Less cost, not less insurance! | 

• No cover notes j 

• Free 24-hour Emergency HelpLine j 

• instant cover available , 

• Security. Churchill is wholly owned by ' 

the Winterthur Swiss Insurance j 
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By David Hands 
Rugby Correspondent 
The Scottish selectors yes¬ 
terday named the team that 
beat Ireland, France and 
Wales for the grand slam 
encounter with England at 
Murrayfidd on March 17. It is 
rare, indeed, for a country to 

f j unchanged through their 
ve nations' championship 
programme. Not even in 
1984, when they last won the 
grand slam, did Scotland man¬ 
age an unchanged team since 
various injuries intervened. 

But it is a testimony to the 
fitness and preparation of the 
Scottish players that they have 
come through unscathed to 
meet an England team which, 
though simiTar fy unbeaten, 
has felt obliged to tinker with 
the content twice. It is also a 


gesture of confidence by the 
Scottish selectors, that they 
believe the team which started 
the job can also finish it. 

There was seldom'- any 
doubt that the back division 
would remain intact; any criti¬ 
cism of young Tony Stanger, 
on the right wing, for bring 
lured inside when Wales 
scored their try at Cardifflast 
weekend must be tempered by 
the feet that the Welsh ap¬ 
proach work had, for once, 

. been so good that if he had not 
done so, Alan Bateman would 
probably have scored rather 
than Arthur Emyr. 

The Scottish pack domi¬ 
nated in the set pieces in what 
was, for them, an unusual 
experience. While they are 
used to rampaging around in 
the loose with great success, 


the forwards do not always 
enjoy such superiority at 
scrum and lineout, and Eng¬ 
land will present them with an 
entirely different set of prob¬ 
lems; there was talk immed¬ 
iately after the Welsh match of 
Iain Milne and Derek Turn- 
bull being restored to the pack, 
but it was hard to see the 
selectors departing from the 
men who have brought Scot¬ 
land to this pitch of success. 

They include Finlay Calder, 
whose last home international 
this will be. Odder, captain of 
Scotland and the British Isles 
last year, has already an¬ 
nounced his intention of retir¬ 
ing from international rugby 
after this summer, so there 
will be a special welcome at 
Murrayfield when he collects 
his 26th cap. 


Poor results finally 
catch up with Yorath 


Any chance that lain Milne 
might replace Paul Burnell as 
tight-head prop, disappeared 
when he told Bob Munro, the 
chairman of selectors, that he 
was having treatment cm his 
damaged knee, although he 
intends to play for Heriot's on 
Saturday in an important 
league game against Gala. 

“The physiotherapists told 

him that if he' received a 
further knock on Saturday 
then he could be out for weeks. 
That and the fact that .he has 
not played an international for 
14 months put doubts in our 
minds,” Munro said. 

Mimro, who presided over 
his last meeting on Tuesday 
night after 10 years as a 
selector, added: “As we have 
always known Iain is both fair 
and honest. We are fortunate 


SPORT IN BRIEF 


to have two tight heads of this 
quality. We think that Buniril 
has many pluses and be is our 
number one choice.” 

Munro conceded that Scot¬ 
land's performance against 
Wales was not without 
imperfections: “We have all 
looked at the video of the 
match. There are some ob¬ 
vious problems to be rectified 
but these‘will be looked at on 
foe p aining field." 

SCOTLAND: A G Hwflngs (London 
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On line to serve youj 


Terry Yorath became English 
football's latest managerial 
casualty when he was dis¬ 
missed by Bradford City yes¬ 
terday. Yorath, who is also the 
part-time manager of Wales, 
was sacked less than 24 hours 
after his side lost- 3-1 in a. 
. second-division match at 
Swindon, a result which com¬ 
pounded the dub's problems 
at the foot of the table. 

David Simpson, who took 
over- as chairman of foe dub 
four weeks ago, said that the 
decision to immediately ter¬ 
minate Yorafo's contract had 
been taken because of a series 
of “poor results”. Gty have 
-not won a game since foe turn 
of foe year or away from 
Valley Parade in the League 
allseasoo. 

Simpson said that foe post 
would be advertised and until 
such a time as an appointment 
was "Mute, Arthur Graham, 


foe dub's first-team coach, 
and Bryan Edwards, the 
physiotherapist, would take 
charge of team matters. 

“It is down to results, 
Simpson said. “In 1990, we 
have played nine matches and 
not won any of them.” 

Yorath pledged to continue 
in football management while 
admitting that his dismissal 
did sot come-as any real 
surprise. He was appointed in 
February last year ibQowing 
foe dismissal, by the club's 
former chairman. Jack 
Tordoffj of Terry Dolan, who 
is now in charge of Rochdale. 

Although Dolan has re¬ 
cently signed a two-year con¬ 
tract with Rochdale, he still 
fives in Bradford and foe 
indications are that he may 
well be offered the chance-to 
return to his former chib. 


Roche at Tigers denied Smoke signs 

a 1 a Kingston’s important British speedway, with a r 

me iront League baskettell season less than a fortui 

nxtimp nram«t TW'lmwl Ti- ——-■ -■-« -» 


St Etienne (AFP) - Stephen 
Roche, of'Ireland, foe formea 
world cycling champion, took 
foe overall lead in foe Paris- 
Nice “Race to the Sun" after 
his Belgian team, Histor, won 
. foe fourth stage time-trial 
yesterday. 

Roche, runner-up in the 
race last year, helped Histor 
win foe 44.5km trial, by 35 
seconds fttim Castorama, the 
team of Laurent Fignon, the 
world No. 1. Roche is now 31 
seconds ahead of Fignon in 
foe individual standings. 


Kingston's important 
Carls berg League basketball 
fixture against Bracknell Ti¬ 
gers was postponed last night 
because foe court at Tdworth 
had already been booked by 
five-a-side football players. 
The match has . been re¬ 
arranged for April 3.. 

Iro’s illness 

Kevin Iro, the New Zealand 
centre, was yesterday ■ sent 
home with a stomach illness 
as Wigan, the rugby league 
Challenge Cup holders, pre¬ 
pared for their semi-final 
against St Helens on Saturday. 


Dunlop dies Flood date 


Albert Dunlop, one of 
Evenon’s leading post-war 
goalkeepers, has died at foe 
age of 57. He made nearly 250 
senior appearances, including 
21.1 in the League,* and also 


The Welsh Rugby Union has 
organized a fixture between a 
President’s XV and a North 
Wales XV to aid the Towyn 
flood appeal. The match will 
be played on Sunday, April 29, 
in North Wales, at a venue yet 
to be announced. 


British speedway, with a new 
season less than a fortni gh t 
away, yesterday celebrated foe 
biggest sponsorship deal in the 
sport's history. Coal Products, 
foe largest manufacturer of 
solid smokeless fuels in the 
country, are to inject £250,000 
into-the sport in a two-year 
deaL 

Two elements 

The TSB British Orienteering 
championships will be held in 
the Sheffield and Barnsley 
areas from March 24 to 25. 
The competition will consist 
of two elements — individual 
and team. ■ 

Curran joins 

Paul Curran, the 1986 
Commonwealth champion, 
who won foe British circuit 
race title in his first pro¬ 
fessional season last year, is to 
join the Crown -Chafes 

c • *** 


reigns oyer 
drugs pair 

By John Goodbody ’• 

Confusion reigned in itej 
date world of women’s b om 
yesterday as two unnafljj 
Welsh competitors nans® 1 
banned from competing 4 1 - 
national indoor chsfflR 
ionship later this 

because they tad 

banned drug? as ntf* 

caments. t ■ 

Officials of foe Webb w* 
dies' Indoor Bowling Ass** 
ation were still seeking adv» 
over the competitors, one ■ 
whom had declared sbe WJ 
been prescribed beta-Wo®?* 
by a doctor, while the 
was taking a steroid. - 
However, it was .not c*» 
yester da y whether it was w 
anabolic steroid, which can® 
used to bdp an underww® 
individual add muscle, J. 
steroid used to two* 8 ■: 
condition. 

Officials of the gown* 8 
body have received aw* 
phone calls as a resulton* 
baa imposed on the 
hors, who are both ag^Oy, 
5a from its squad vs .■ 
British Isles finalsand^ 
international comped*## 1 
Mmteteter^rao“%, 
The govemtng.body 

all representative 

competitors, prior to 
tion, whether foey^KL 
any drugs on itaSports*^ 
csl list, which nsuatyfigJJ 

that of foe Inofos^n 
Olympic Commit* 6 *- J 
. However, the Spot® *vJ3 
cil only prohibits iWJJ 
in a particular 
also on the proscribe** .J 
the relevant 
federation. Bett-NocK 1 * 
not banned by “*ii 
national Bowling 
though, they are by 

governing bodies. - 
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